DPAO| CAO DA

hay

Ciildép 310, cdu phéng vén cla

CAC NHA NGHIEN CULTON GlAO QOC I
(AnhMj 1970, Nea 1994)

DONG TAN

_ CAO HIEN tdi ban [in thit nhdt - nam Dai Dao 73w Mau Din - tdc gia gitbanquyen



TIM HIEU PAO CAO PAI

hay giai dap phong van cia cic nha nghién citu
Anh - My - Nga vé dao Cao Dai

PONG TAN






MUC LUC

e Loi Phi Lo cho Ian tdi ban thi nhat 1997 i
* Loi Thanh Minh
phong vin cua céc nha nghién ciru Anh - My v

phong van nha nghién citu Nga Xiii
*  Phan A : Phong van cta ky gia Ted Dutton 1
*  Phan B : Phong vén cua tién si Jeremy Davidson
B¢ thit nhat 25
B6 thit hai | 63
Bo tht ba 81
B6 thit tu 110
*  Phan C : Phong vin cla thong tin vién Serguei A. Blagov
Lich st 171
Chi phii 182
Gido 1y 189
Thong nhit 202
T6 chic 205
*  Phuchi 219
e  Tir tham khao 253

. Cing téc gia 257



Ding e



LOI PHI LO

cho lan tai ban tha nhat - 1997

Cudi thap nién 1960, t6i da thanh 1ap tai Saigon Hoi Van Héa Cao
Pai véi su tham gia cuia cic sinh vién va cong wr chitc ngudi Cao Dai
hién dang theo hoc va lam viéc tai d6. Hoi da dugc sy hudng tng clia
cac Hoi Thanh nhu Hoi Thanh Tay Ninh, Hoi Thdanh Bén Tre, Hoi
Thanh Truyén Gido Da Ning va mot s0 cic vi Chiéu Minh Dan (Phén
Vo6 Vi) tai Saigon.

Dau thap nién 1970, dot nhién c6 cic vi tr thifc ngoai qudc tir Anh
My dén nhu di tudng trinh trong bai Thanh Minh sau day, va v6i sich
Lich Sir Dai Dao Tam Ky Phé Do quyén II, Phan Phé D6, xuat ban nam
1972 tai Viét Nam.

Vao thoi gian nay, ong Victor L. Oliver trong chuyén du khao vé
Cao Dai Gido tai Viét Nam dé soan thio nhiing bai béo va trinh ludn dn
tién si tai Dai hoc Syracuse (Hoa Ky) da c6 muon cla toi tap sdch nay
con trong ban thio nam 1971. Dén nam 1974, tap sich nay dugc xudt
ban tai Saigon Viét Nam va da dugc phé bién rong trong ndi bo Cao Dai
Gi4o ciing nhu doc gia tai Viét Nam. Thé roi dén nam 1994, mot thong
tin vién Itar-Tass (Nga) di tim dén gap toi tai Sai Gon véi 76 cau héi
ciing nhim vao y dinh tim hiéu Cao Daj gi4o dé trinh luan 4n tién sT tai
dai hoc Mac Tu Khoa.
Thé 12 tap nay gom t4t cd non 310 cau héi cia gidi nghién citu quéc
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t€ duoc 4n hanh dé chu ton doc gia nhan biét phan nao vé Cao Dai gido
vé moi mat : nhan sinh quan ciing nhu vii tru quan qua su tim hiéu cua
céc nha tri thic trén day.

T4c gia 12 mat tin hitu may man gap moi Dao Troi tir tdim bé (1937)
va khi 16n 1én dugce an hué lam dong tir cho co Pao mién Trung trong
thoi chién tranh Phdp Viét nén da lanh hoi duge ngudn b6 héa Thiéng
Liéng, hdp thu duoc nhiém mau cua Tao Héa dén dau trinh bay ra dén
ddy, khong dua vao bat ctt mét kinh dién nao cla ton gido hay mot sach
v@ nao cua triét hoc di c6 trude du Dong hay Tay.

Doi véi tdc gia, cdi goi 1a chan 1y tiém tang trong Vi Tru chi c6 mot
ma méi noi suy dién mot cich va tu cho 1a céch cia minh méi diing.
biéu d6 1am cho xa hoi loai ngudi khong c6 dugc mot nhan dinh duy
nhét vé ban thé Vii tru cho nén sinh ra nhimg [am 14n vé moi mat. Chinh
nhitng Iam lan d6 da budc phai c6 mot nhan dinh nhét quén vé Vi tru va
Nhan sinh da c6 trong siach nay.

Xin qui vi doc gia cif nhin thang vao Vi Tru mét cich vo tu sé thay
diéu dé. Sau day 1a nguyén van nhimg tiét muc néi dung cuén sach duéi
nhan dé: "Tim Hiéu Pao Cao Dai" di xudt ban tai Sai Gon gom hai
phan:

*  Phan 1: Giai ddp phong vén cta gidi tri thitc Anh-M§ xuét ban nam
1974.

°  Phan 2: Giai dép phong vin cua thong tin vién ITAR-TASS(Nga)
in phét hanh ndi b6 nam 1995.

Téc gia xin san sang dap tng nhimg thdc méc clia qui doc gia néu
c6, vé noi dung tdc phdm nay, xin c4c ban hiéu cho.

Viét tai Uc Chau, mia dong 1997
DONG TAN.
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LOI THANH MINH

cudc phéng van cta cac nha nghién ciru Anh - My 1974

Cu6n sich nay ghi lai nhilng ky niém t6t dep giilta t0i v6i nhimg
ngudi ban ngoai quéc thudc gidi tri thic dai hoc. T6i muén dé nguyen
ban chét clia nhilmg cau chuyén di xay ra hoac bang tiéng ngoai quoc
hoac bing tiéng nudc nha giita ching t6i véi nhitng ngudi ban dy dé goi
12 d4nh dau mot thoi gian qua rat khé tim lai duoc.

That ra thi cong viéc t6i phai 1am hom nay chinh t6i da sira soan tit
céch day khd 1au. N6 i lai di ving khi t6i vira roi khoi gh€ nha trudng
dé dem than 1am c4i nghe "gd du tré". Vo6n di con nha dao tir tdm b,
hap thu duoc nhitng 10i Thénh Gido duong do 4u tho, t6i rdt 14y lam sung
suéng vi di duoc hanh ngé mot chan truyén dao gido méi rdt thich hop
v6i titm nang hoc hoi ctia t6i. Cho dén khi t6i hanh sy pho loan trong
co quan Hiép Thién Dai cia Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido Cao bai (Trung
Viét) t6i lai cang cam thdy minh goi nhuin dugc nhiéu an phudc khi
duoc truc tiép d6n nhan lan dién quang chéi loi cia Vo Hinh. Toéi da
duoe tap duot dé viét sich vé Tri€t Ly Cao Dai tir nam 4y, nghia la tr
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nam 1947-1948. Thoi gian sau dé, toi lai duoc tié€p tuc viéc hoc tap, kéo
1é quing doi bé bong thu sinh qua 16p man tre heo hit & Lién khu 5,
chimg kién nhitng canh day doa chét chic do Viét Minh da gay ra cho
nha dao, cho dén nam 1950, tho4t ly viing kiém ham dé tim dudng tu do
noi mién Nam cling khong ngoai su theo dudi bit nghién, nhiing mong
tao nén duoc chiit it danh phan dé tra ng dao doi. Nhung, cang Ién lén,
cang nhan thay minh lac loai giita mot nha dao to 16n do s6, t6i nhiéu khi
rdt 14y lam ban khoan tu nhi khong biét roi tuong lai co dao s& vé dau.
Nhiing bac tién bdi cla 16i da dé lai khong biét bao nhiéu la cong lao
nhan nhyc, hy sinh, vao ti ra t6i méi duy tri dugc mét co do dao gido,
ma t0i han hanh dugc sy soi roi dén hom nay. Nhung quang canh ma toi
dang thay truéc mat that qui chimg den t6i. Nhiéu su d6 v& da nhu lam
tan di bao nhiéu cong trinh ki€n tao ngay trudc. Ngudicé cong khai son
phd thach lai ching biét tim dau ra tong tich, nhing ké tu cho minh céng
dau lai nghiét nga vo song, ké thi muu cho mau cao chitc phdm, ké thi
tinh chuyén 1dy dao tao doi. Oi thoi-! Toi con biét 1am sao day khi ma
huyén diéu v6 hinh véi t6i khong xa la ma ¢ dé mai nhin canh phan héa
dén cling nhiing tinh hoa c& két tir bao nhiéu lau co ho tiéu ma trude
nhitng tan trd quy ma vii dap ...

Bdi thé cho nén, 16i ty nguyén phai 1am mot cai gl cho khic véi
thudng tinh d€ mong dem chut it cong phu vun boi nén dao. Téi nam
1954, ngay khi phan dat mién Nam nay gii téa dugc 4p luc cia chit
nghia v6 than, cing lic chi nghia thuc dan di vao [ay 16i, t6i da giacong
tr tim t0i nhing ngon nganh udn khic dé c6 1am phuong tién soi 10i
budc dudng 16i dang di. Long tu nguyén toi phai tim cho ra nguodn goc
ctia nha dao ma khong dé cho bat ¢ mot ai lung lac 1am sai Chén 1y clia
nén dao. May thay, Diic Cao Dai di dong ru6i cho t6i tim dugc theo y
nguyén ma chi trong tam kham t6i méi biét digu d6. Toi nhit quyét phai
tim hiéu cho thau ddo ngudn coi xay dung dao dé€ tir d6 t6i khong con

nhing thac mic cir xAm chiém nfo cin khi ma t6i nhé lai quang thoi
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gian bat dau vao Trung hoc, nha nghéo, khéng ti€p tuc dugc viéc hoc,
toi da moéi ngay thdp nhang qui huong khin vdi Bic Cao Dai cho t6i
duoc tiép noi con dudng hoc véan d€ sau nay du kién thic giip cho nén
dao quing truyén va sé néi 1én ti€ng néi trung thuc cia Pao Cao Dai
trong ciing nhu ngoai nudc.

Loi nguyén &y luon luén nhéc t6i khong thé ngdi ma nhin tinh canh
nha dao den t8i trong mot tam trang khdc khoai nhu vira néi trén. Béi
thé, t6i da chang né ha di di moi noi dé tim sit liéu viét nén bo Lich Su
Pao Cao Dai, t6i tuéng nhu minh di ti€p tuc pho loan cho V6 hinh chi
day ding hon 1 tu toi viét bo sdch d6 ra. Nhung t6i lai phai gidn doan
qua hon 4 nam quan ngii (1962-1966) dé 1am bén phan cong dan. Ngay
sau khi trd vé nghe cii tiép tuc nhimg thic phuoc hing ngay bén ddm hoc
sinh, giita bau khong khi séi suc cia chién tranh tan phd qué huong dat
nudc, t6i lai ciing bi nhitng 161 nguyén xua ray ric nén lai phai lo cong
viéc ctia minh ké nhu 1a mot st mang khong thé trit cho ai .

Tir d6 Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai da dugc thanh hinh véi sw hop tdc cua
mot s6 gido su cong tu chifc va hau hét gidi sinh vién thude cdc phén
khoa DPai hoc Saigon gom di thanh phan dao tam tin do cic chi phéi.
Chinh t6i da khoi xuéng ra phong trao nay nhung ciing khong biét sé&
lam dugc nhitng gi. Cong viéc that 1a khoé khan khi ma nhitng ngudi tin
do nhu ching to6i lai cd dé ngip nhau. Mac dit vay, nhimg budi héi thao
lai rdt s6i néi va nhimg budi thuyét dao lai do qui chic sdc cdc Hoi
Théanh nhu Tay Ninh, Bén Tre,Truyén Gido, qui tu mot s6 khd dong tin
hitu dén nghe.

Trong mot tinh thn théng nhét van vé nhu thé thi tu nhién cdc nha

tri thitc ngoai qudc tir dau tim dén.

Dau tién, vio cusinim 1969, 6ng Thomas E. Dutton, mot sinh vién
ky gia thuoc vién dai hoc California, da tinh co gap toi trong khi di tim
tai lieu ve t6n gido A dong dé trinh luan 4n ra truong, dong thoi dé viét
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cho vai to bdo My. T6i da nhan danh Chu Tich Ho6i Vin Héa Cao Dai
g6i 31 cau hoi cia 6ng di céc chi phéi va co quan dao dé nho su giai dép.
Nhung ch® doi kha lau chi cé nhitng cau tra 16i cua qui Pao Trudng
Chi€u Minh Tam Thanh bang tiéng Phdp, con cdc Hoi Thanh thi khéng
hoi 4m. Su thé bugc t6i phai 1am cdi cong viéc ma cdc Hoi Thanh phai
lam, that t6i da phai suy nghi nhiéu 1am, nhung nh4n biét diéu minh lam
khong phai cho minh, hay cho m6t chi phdi nao nén t6i khéng nai ha su
gidi ddp di c6 véi su trg lyc phién dich ctia qui ban Hoi vién Hoi Van
Hoéa. Trudc dip nay, 6ng Dutton da duoc biét cuén Lich Stt Dao Cao Dai
va vai tdc phdm khdc cua t6i.

Tiép theo d6, vao thing 7/1970, mot gido su tién si thuoc vién dai
hoc Luén don, 6ng Jeremy Davidson, do mot thdi gian cong tic cho
truong dai hoc di dén tim t6i ngay khi vira dén tht d6 mién Nam Saigon
dé héi mua tat ca nhiing tdc phdm cta t6i c6 lién quan dén dao Cao Dai
sau quyén Lich Sir Dao Cao Pai (quyén I - xuit ban nim 1967) ma Gido
su R. B. Smith di gi6i thiéu trén mat béo tai Dai hoc dudng Luan don
nam nay. Sau d6, 6ng nho t6i huéng dan viéng cidc Hoi Thanh ma Hoi
Van Héa Cao Dai da c6 dai dién. Trén chuyén xe du lich, vira ra khéi
Thanh dia Tay Ninh, t6i c6 héi 6ng mot cau : "Gido su cé cam tudng gi
sau khi hoi kién véi qui Chic sdc va viéng Toa Thanh Tay Ninh 7" Cau
hoi bang tiéng Phap va ong ciing tra 10i bing tiéng Phép : "T6i khong thé
n6i dugc gi ca di t6i da thay canh chiia dep, khu dat rong, t6i phai can
tim hi€u phan tdm linh thuc nghiém bén trong mdéi néi duge.” Su tim
hi€u phan tam linh bén trong &y chinh 1a 200 cau hoi ma ong da dat cho
t61 qua bon I4n ty 6ng ddnh mdy va trao tan tay toi. Trong thoi gian nay,
Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai dang cong tic véi nhat béo Tiéng Viét nén phan
giai ddp nay da duoc ding tai trén d6, ciing véi 31 cau phdng van ctia
6ng Dutton.

Khong hen ma gap, mot gido su kiem muc su, hoi vién Hoi Nhéan
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Ching Hoc thanh phé Niru Uéc, nhan mét thdi han cong tic cho Hoi
ciing nhu cho trudng dai hoc Syracuse tim hiéu dao Cao Dai trong 8
thiang tai Viét Nam, ong Victor L. Oliver da dén tim t6i tai tru sé Héi
Van Héa Cao Dai qua sy gidi thiéu ciia ngudi ban cing dao Tin Lanh v6i
ong, sinh vién ky gia T.E. Dutton. Ong da gap t6i sau ba [an tim ki€m,
va di trao cho to6i mot s6 cau hdi ma 6ng goi 12 c6 tinh cch dac biét vé
nhan ching hoc hon, ciing 14 dé tai dé 6ng soan thao lu4n 4n ti€n si tai
Hoa Ky sau chuyén du khao nay. Nhimg gidi dép cho 6ng phan nhiéu
duoc 6ng ghi tan noi nén khong dé dau tich noi day nhung chinh ong da
lru lai cho t6i mot tai liéu qui gid 1a ban dich bing Anh van phan giai
dép cac cau hoi ciia 6ng Jeremy ma 6ng dd muon diing 1am tai liéu cho
ong sau khi hai 6ng duoc t6i huéng din dén cdc Hoi Thénh tai Tay Ninh,
Bén Tre, Pa Ning, Chiéu Minh Pan va ci dén Phi Quéc.

Toi khong ngd di phai 1am cdi céng viéc ctia chinh t0i dat ra cich
day ngét 20 nam. Toi da tim hiéu giai ddp nhing thic méc cia toi thi
chinh nhitng thic méc &y, gi6i nghién ctru quoc t€ da dat ra cho t61 hom
nay nén su giai ddp cia toi cang thém chin chin trong suy tu hon. Toi
cho d6 14 do V6 Hinh dit dé cho t6i vay. Toi nghi nha dao thito 16m, bé
dao ménh mong, tai sao nhitng su ddi hoi kia lai dén v6i t6i ma da khong
dén trong mot trudng hop khéc véi mot moi trudng khic. Nhung ai lam
sao biét dugc sur sip dit clia V6 Hinh , khi ma diic Cao Dai di dung nén
mdi dao thi hin Ngai ciing khong thé ngo di mac cho dén dau hay dén
d6, ma nhitng sy dung rudi thudng rat xay dén cho nhimg thién tam thién
chi tim dao b4t cit tir dau!

D sao thi khi céc hoc gia quéc t€ chiu khé lan 10i suu tam tai liu
van hoc dao gido nhu vay da khién t6i suy nghi dén gidi tri thitc nudc
nha. Thir héi da cé ai chiu khé nhu viy ngay trén méanh dat nay, voi
cong trinh kién tao cia cha 6ng minh ma chi xem trong sich, nghe
ngéng qua vai cau chuyén ciia mot c4 nhan, hay mot chi phéi, dé rdi dua
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ra mot nhan dinh vé dao Cao Dai. Bdi thé méi c6 mot Pao duy Anh
ngay Phdp thudc da phai x6a bd phan bi€ém nhé dao Cao Dai ngay sau
I4an tdi ban cudn Viét Nam Vian Héa St Cuong. Nhung nhu thé con hon
nhimg ngudi ménh danh 12 tri thic hoc gia mién Nam nay con goi dao
Cao Dai 1a "Phat Gido Cao Dai" ma tu cho Ia ding ...

Giéi tri thiic con lo 12 trong su tim hiéu mot chan 1y méi bt nguon
ngay tai nudc nha minh nhu thé, bao sao moét s6 hoc gia Viét Nam da
khong dat dao Cao Dai cung mat vi tri v6i cdc ton gido khac trén binh
dién lich st, tri€t hoc ma chi xem nhu mot t6 chitc vay mugn khong may
lién quan dén su gido duc truyén thong dan toc, méic di da khai sinh ngét
nira th€ ky nay ma hinh nhu d6i véi gidi hoc dudng van con xa la.

That ra, t61 khong khoi bui ngtii khi tu xét ngudi tin do6 Cao Dai da
¢6 lam gi cho thién ha bi€t dugc gid tri chan x4c ciia t6n gido minh dau.
Trong mot tap chi vién dai hoc Luan Bon nam 1970, sau khi qui triach
viéc khong hiéu biét vé dao Cao Pai ciia Au Chau 1a do chinh ngudi tin
do6 Cao bai, Gido Su R.B. Smith di quay sang cic chi phdi. Trdi véi
thong thudng nhimg ngudi chi nhin dao Cao Dai qua mot chi phéi, 6ng
bao : "Trén vai phuong dién, Tay Ninh dugc moi ngudi Cao Dai xem
nhu 14 Té Pinh cia ton gido ho. Nhung that sai [Am khi nhin ton gido
Cao Dai theo mot nghia don thuan la mot phong trao lién mot khai,
thudng tap trung quanh mot 1am diém riéng biét, ciing khong diing khi
nhén ngay 18/11/1926 1a ngay Khai Pao. Lich st Dao Cao Dai khong
thé viét theo nhitng tir ngi ca lich si Tay Ninh, ciing khong thé viét
theo nhimg tir ngit clia nhitng phan hanh ma nhimg ngudi Cao Pai nay
chi déng vai trd 1anh dao & tw phuong ma théi." (In some respects, Tay
Ninh was recognized by all Caodaists as the focal point of their religion.
But it would be wrong to regard Caodaism as in any sense a monolithic
movement, always focused upon a single center; nor would it be correct
to accept 18 November 1926 as the date of its first beginning. The
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history of Caodaism cannot be written in terms of the history of Tay
Ninh, nor in terms of the careers only of those Caodaists who played a
leading role there)*.

Ta ciing nén biét ring trong loat bai bdo nay, Gido su Smith di suu
tam hau hét cdc loat bdo thoi Phap thudc nhu t& Contribution, t& Echo
Annamite, to La Dépéche de L'Indochine, ké ca cdc tdc phdm phdp ngit
nhu Histoire du Caodaisme cia Gabriel Gobron, cic tap chi La Revue
Caodaiste do cdc 6ng Nguyén Trung Hau, Nguyén Van Ca ... Qua
nhitng tai liéu trén, 6ng da biét duoc vai chi tiét cac cudc hop mat 6 Toa
Thénh Tay Ninh trong giai doan chia ré nha dao vao nhitmg nam 1933-
1934.

Gido su Tran Van Qué&, mot bac tri thitc 13o thanh ky cuu trong Dao
Cao Dai, da hy sinh hau hét cu6c doi tir thud trdng nién vi dao ma phai
vao ti ra t6i thoi Phdp thudc ciing nhu Viét Minh nhiéu khi tié€p xic véi
d4am thanh nién sau ndy thudng cé 1&i khuyén : " Céc ban hay c6 ma hoc
hoi dé tién 1én. Tuong lai nha dao sau nay s€ mo cira ra toan the giéi va
khong bao lau s& c6 nhiing béc thic gia biac hoc & ngoai quéc, ngudi ta
s& dén vin nan minh vé nhimg vén dé gido 1y cia dao ..." Toi da nhiéu
IAn nghe cu nhic nhu thé va khong khoi tu nghi minh phai 1am sao day
trude su lo au kha kinh clia mét bac tién boi day 1ong qua cam hy sinh,
tiéu biéu cho moét thoi dai dd qua ay, cho nén cong viéc da dén vdi toi
that ding nhu 161 cla cu vay.

D sao thi b§ Lich St nha dao! do t6i soan thao da lam tai liéu
chanh cho su bién khao cua gido su R. B. Smith dd dem dén cho c4c nha
nghién ciu Tay phuong mot niém hy vong ma § cudi séch nay, gido su
Jeremy Davidson da ching t6. D6 12 mot niém hy vong phédn khai

t trich "An Introduction fo Caodaism™ - Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African
Studies of London, Vol. XXXII, Part 2, 1970
1 Lich SU Bai Bgo Tam Ky Phd o - quyen 1 - ph@n V6 Vi xudt ban nam 1967

Lich SU Pai Bao Tam Ky Phd D6 - quyén 2 - phan Phd D56 xudt ban ndm 1972
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khong phai chi cho gi6i trf thitc Au Chau ma chinh 1a niém hy vong
chung cho moi gidi tin hiru Cao Dai. Chiing t6i u6c mong sao ngudi
Cao Dai phai thifc tinh, khoac bo 16p 4o chi quan cia minh, diét hét c4i
bénh tu ton mac cam, chi phdi khong phai la tiéng néi chung cta nha
dao, phai mé rong cdi long minh ra ngoai thé giGi, ma choang day, mé
mat nhin cd moét ky quan tu bdy lau nay dang cho méi tin do chiing ta xay
dung qua ciu Thanh Ngén :

Mét mide nhd nhen trong van quéc,

Ngdy sau lam chd mdi fa ky I”

Muén dugc nhu thé, ching ta phai nhin nhan sy that, du sy that 4y
c6 1am tén thuong dén vi lanh tu tu phuong minh, béi vi chi c6 ngudi lam
sai ché dao gido khong bao gid sai, va phai khéch quan vé tur khi nhan
dinh mot sy kién qud khit d€ ma con dugc 4n hong soi roi nhilng ruc r&
c6 thé dat dugc & tuong lai.

V6i tam trudng nay, t6i xin kinh goi dén chu qui vi tap sich nay dé
goi 1a ddnh ddu mot thdi gian giao tiép tam linh day dao vi giita Dong
phuong va Tay phuong vay.

Viét tai Tha d6 Saigon, qui xuan Gidp Dan,
(3/1974)
DONG TAN.
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phong van ciia thong tin vién Nga 1995

Day 1a loat c4u hoi thit tu vé Cao Dai gido da dén vdi toi tir mot gisi
tri thitc Pai Hoc Quéc T€. Nhimg loat cau hdi truéec gom 231 cau cling
da dén tir gidi tri thitc dai hoc Anh M§ ma t6i da nhan danh chi tich Hoi
Van Héa Cao Dai dé tra 10i trong nhimg nam 1970-1971 va da xuét ban
thanh sdch nam 1974%, chidc chu tén doc gia dao hitu da biét. 76 cau hoi
trong day lai do thong tin vién Serguei A.Blagov da qua sy trung gian
cua ong anh t6i & Hoi Thanh Cao Dai Da Nang, gdi dén nho t6i giai dép.
That tinh t0i rédt 14y lam b& ngd khi nhan dugc loat cau héi nay, boi
khong biét tai sao, vi t6i nghi nha Dao ménh mong, chic khong thi€u
cdc nhan tai tri thic ma lai da dén v6i t6i nhu thé. Tuy nhién t6i cling
khong né ha 1am cdi cong viéc ma bén phan ngudi tin dd khong thé tir
chéi duge. Ciing nhu véi céc 6ng ban Anh M truéc day, t6i da giai ddp
mot cdch vo tu va thing than cho 6ng ban Nga [an nay. Viéc giai ddp da
xong tir 1au con dé d6 chd ngudi dat cau hoi dén. The 16i tir dau thang 5/

t Tap nay khi con nGm frong ban thdo da dudc ong Victor Oliver mudn lam fai liéu
cho lugn dn tién si tqi dai hoc Syracus - Hoa ky vao dau thdp nién 1970. Ludn
én nay sau d6 dudc xudt ban tai Hoa Ky
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95 6ng ban Blagov da tir Ha n6i vao Sai gon va dén tim 16i tai tu that,
ching may ba Ian 6ng méi gap. Thé 12 mot budi sdng tir 8 gidy dén 11 giv,
ong da cling toi trao d6i nhiéu van dé vé Cao Dai gido. Phan ong hifa sé
trao toi tdp du thao luan 4n tién si véi dé muc Cao Dai gido ma ong s&
trinh tai Pai Hoc Mac Tu Khoa sau khi chd tham khao tai liéu cia toi va
nho t6i cho ¥ kién vé luan an dé.

Thé 1a mot tin do bé nho véi cude doi tu hoc khép kin nhu t6i, lai
phai lam cdi cong viéc vo cung to 16n ma thé giGi dang chd doi. D6 1a
cong viéc phai lam cho sdng td Chan 1y nén to6n gido méGi ma toi da han
hanh duoc su bo héa cla ditc Cao Dai tir ngét 60 nam nay. T6i lai nghi
trong giai doan hién nay khong thiéu gi c4c t6 chirc Cao Dai ra mit quin
chiing khap noi trén thé gidi, nhu thé viec 6ng Blagov gap t6i trong thoi
gian dai ch doi hd chéng phai 1a sy nhoc cong mét tri clia 6ng ban sao?
T6i ctt nghi nhu the nhung khi gap dugc 6ng ban cho biét di gap nhitng
tdc phdm & ngoai quéc nhat 1a nhimg sdch thugc gidi nghién citu quoc 1€
& Phép, Anh, My da dé cap dén nhimg téc phdm cia t6i nén o6ng khong
thé khong tim dén t6i dé cho luan 4n éng duogc két qua t6t dep. Toi mao
muoi cho in nhitng 16i gidi d4p nay, mot phan dé ghi tam ky niém gifta
16 va ong ban pho ti€n s1 Nga ciing nhu t6i da 1am véi cac ban Anh My
trude day, mot phan dé chia s6t mii dao vi v6i cic ban dao tam trong
tinh linh son gén b6. Chéc con lau tap gidi ddp nay méi duge in thanh
sdch v6i phép tac day du, boi I& trong day méi 1a cudc man dam gitta mot
tin hiru Cao Dai va mot phéng vién ngoai quéc. Con chd nhiéu dip nita
md&i duge xem nhu 1a mot tic phdm c6 thé ra mét ban doc bon phuong.

Mong céc ban hiéu cho.
Viét tai Sai gon ngay 20-7-1995 (23 théng 6 At Hoi)
DONG TAN
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KINH DANG )

TIEN LINH LIET VI TIEN KHAI DAI DAO

Quf Anh Lén d& v& véi Thity, di budi sinh ti&n qui Anh Lén
&% chiu bao nhiéu lao tAm khé ti 3 doc cdi bS mien Nam hay
mi&n Trung 4t Viet, hojic bi td ddy dudi thsi Dhép thube,
hotic bi giét hai dudi ché do Cong sdn cung cée Thénh Td
Dro khip nci d& thude V& Vi hay Dh D8, chinh qui Anh
14n d& hun dtc cho dita em khd) kheo ndy nhilng sy hidu bigt
cdn ghi nci déy. )

, T_rpng tan thanh, em xin kinh déng qui Anh Lén tap séch ndy
dé 3 méi nhiét tinh L fn v&i bac Tien Nhén trong niém tin
mét tudng fai t&t dep ngly qui ‘nhﬁt 0&n"Deo lam rang danh

“Pic Cao‘Dél trong adng cuéc offu the ky ba ndy. 7
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Doug Tée

Kinh gdi : Ong TRAN THAI CHAN

Gido su, Cht Tich HOI VAN HOA CAO DAL, SAIGON

Thua 6ng,

Day 1a cau hoi t6i viét vé Dai Dao Cao Dai. Téi hy vong Ong sé tra 16
dugc dé t6i hiéu rd hon vé Pai Dao Cao Dai.

Ted DUTTON,

Story House, Claremont, Man's College
Claremont, California 91711 U.S.A

DAI DAI TAM KY PHO DO
HOI VAN HOA CAO DAI

Saigon, ngay 27 thang 1 nam 1970
Ban Ted Dutton,
Toi da ¢6 tra 13 van tét cdc cau hoi ciia ban. D6 1a theo su tim hiéu c4

nhan t6i vé nén tén gido méi - dao Cao Dai hay Dai Dao Tam Ky Phd bo - véi
tu céch mot tin do tir thud nhd dén nay.

C6 thé nhing dieu t6i trinh bay s& khong hoan toan diing véi gido thuyét
nha Dao, nhung dén nay su hiéu biét clia toi khong phu thudc vao mot tu tudng
nao da c6 trude. Toi tin d6 1a tr tudng Cao Pai vay.

S6 di nhu the vi chua c6 moét quyén sdch nao néi 5 ve triet hoc Cao Dai
ca mac di da c6 rét nhieu kinh dién trong Dao. C6 18 thoi gian t6i s€ c6 nhiing
quyén sich dy.

Thanh that cam on ban va mong ban hiéu cho.
Nay kinh,

DONG TAN TRAN THAI CHAN.



Teore Fibee Das Cas Dic

PHAN TRA LOI

A.1  Bdnthé ciia ditc Cao Pai hay Thuong Dé'la gi? Thugng Dékhd
tri hay bdt khd tri?
Cao Dai1a t4 danh cla dadng Chua t€ vil try, ddng Thuong D€ sdng
khai dao Cao Dai hay Dai Dao Tam Ky Phé D¢, mot tén gido mdi phat
sinh tai Viét Nam tir nam 1920.

Ditc Cao Dai gidng tran bing huyen diéu co bit, tu xem minh vira
12 Thay vira 12 Cha chung ctia ching sinh, 12 mot thuc thé v6 hinh dugc
nhan biét nhu 12 Tam Linh ciia vii try, ching khéc gi tam linh noi con
ngudi. Do d6, lodi ngudi c6 thé tim hiéu ditc Cao Dai mot c4ch truc ti€p
va 16 rét néu ho c6 duge st khai ngd dé biét dugce tam linh cta ho 1a mot
thuc thé v6 hinh dang digu dong cudc séng cuia xdc than ho va s& bt diet
Kkhi roi khoi thé xéc. '

Ciing nén biét ring Cao Dai 1a danh xung cia Thugng D€ trong
mot budi din co do ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu t8 chic tai Tan An, mot tinh ly
& mien nam Viét Nam vio nam 1919, khi gy dao Cao Dai chua hinh

hién.



Dowg Tan

A.2  Vénlaméttao nhin ciia Thugng Dé, thit hoi nhiém vu chu yéu
cia con nguoi trén mdt ddat nay la gi? Va voi muc dich gi ma
Thuong D€ lai dit dé lodi nguoi trong thé gidgi vat chat dang day
ddy dau khé nay?

Con ngudi sinh ra trén doi nay cé mot sit mang rit chin xdc. D6
12 SUCAM THONG TRONG TIEM LUC THIEN NHIEN CUOC SONG
BAT DIET CUA VU TRU'.

Con ngudi 12 miu dung hop giita hai cuc doan cua vil tru, giita vii
tru t€ vi clia nguyén tr va vi tru bao la cia tinh vén, chinh 1a mot bién
héa tu nhién ciia vii tru. Khéng c¢é muc dich nao ctia Thuong D& dat dé
cho loai ngudi ma chinh con ngudi phai tur tri thitc bang sitc khai ng6 cla
Thugng D€ dé biét minh c6 mot nhiém vu trong su hién dién cia cudc
s6ng chung vii tru ma con ngudi 12 mo6i trudng thich nghi nhat. Sy dau
kh@ trén doi nay 1a hau qua clia con ngudi trong vat duc toi 16i do su tiém
nhiém cua vat chdt ma ra. Su dau khé chi do con ngudi chit khong do
Thuong DE. Chinh vi th€ ma Thugng D€ da gidng tran qua nhigu phen
duéi nhigu hinh thic khic nhau tir khi loai ngudi gay t6i 16i dé tim
phuong ciru vé6t loai ngudi hu dem ho lai trang th4i hon nhién tot dep
ngay khai sinh nhan loai.

A.3 Linh hon con nguoi cé truomg citu khong? Néu la truomg citu,
¢0 phdi linh hon liic nao ciing dwgc nhdn biét ré rang hay cé
thé trg thanh mét phan ciia V6 Han, ctia Tuyét Déi, cia Pao
khong?

Linh hon con ngudi 12 bat diét.
Linh hon con ngudi budi khai nguyén di phat xudt tir linh hon clia

T Bidu nay fdc gid nhan frudc fi€p 10 V6 Hinh ndm 1957, khdng qua bdt cd mét fai
ligu kinh sdch nao
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Vil Tru (Thugng Dé) 1a m6t thuc thé v6 hinh ditu dong cudc s6ng con
ngudi. Do dé con ngudi khi cdn song thi linh hon hop véi thé x4c 1am
nén mot hién tuong s6ng bat kha phan, goi 1a con ngudi trong mét khong
gian va thoi gian thich nghi v6i hién tugng d6. Pén khi con ngudi chét
thi linh hon roi khoi thé xdc va sé trd vé ban tinh thuan khiét ngay khai
nguyén. Lic bdy giv, linh hon con ngudi véi linh hon Vi tru s& dung
hop lam mot. Ngudi Cao Dai goi nhu thé 1a sy DUNG HOP TAM LINH
CON NGUUI VOI TAM LINH VU TRU. Trudng hop linh hon con
ngudi bi nhiém vat duc t6i 161 do thé x4c gay nén thi phai tré lai thé€ gian
dé tré thanh mot hién tugng s6ng khéc theo su dién tién tu nhién cla vii
tru. Du phai trd lai th€ gian hay du da trd vé tinh chdt thuan khiét, linh
ho6n con ngudi vin 12 mot thuc thé vo hinh da c6 tir khai sinh vil tru nén
v6i V6 han, véi Tuyét D6i, v6i Dao 1a mot.

A.4 Néu Thuong Dé la toan thién va con nguoi dd sinh ra trong mot
trang thdi toan thién tir buéi khai nguyén, do ddu lai ndy sinh
nhitng téi dc, vdt duc téi l6i va nghiép bdo da chong chdt lén
loai nguoi?

Thugng D€ 1a toan thién. Con ngudi budi khai nguyén ciing mang
tinh thién. Nhung cang di sau vao thdi gian, con ngudi cang bi nhiém
nhimg vat duc t6i 16i 1am cho ho trd nén u minh siu ndo. Ngudn gbc cia
161 161 & su ti€p xiic bing ngii quan clia con ngudi v6i anh hudng vat chét
& bén ngoai do su dodi hoi clia thé xdc. Vi con ngudi cang nhiém nhiéu
vat duc t6i 161, linh hon ho khong con duge ban tinh thuin khi€t nén
khong thé tré ve ngudn c6i 12 tam linh vii tru (Thugng DE). Do d6, theo
mot dinh luat tién héa tu nhién cta vi try, linh hon phai trd lai the gian
trong mot thé x4c khéc dé ti€p tuc viéc tim lai cdi cuc sOng bét diét cua
minh ngay khai nguyén. Nhung cang tr& lai th€ gian, linh hon cang bi
trong trugc vi vat duc 10i 18i cif the chong chat nén the gidi loai ngudi

5



Disg Tiee
méi mébi ngay mot dién loan, nguy nan, ¢an phai c6 nhirng su citu do mai
cta Thuong D¢ thich hop véi hoan canh va nhan tam trong timg thoi ky.

A.5 Nhitng budc tu tién dé gidi thodt con nguoi ra khdi luan héi va
nghiép bdo la gi?

Chi c6 su tu hanh khéc ky trong phép trudng trai tha gidi va luyén
dao méi gitip con ngudi dan thodt khoi luan hoi nghiép bdo. S& di nhu
thé vi luan hoi nghiép bdo da dén noi con ngudi do t6i 16i ho gay ra.
Chinh vi thé con ngudi phai lo tré vé can nguyén clia minh ngay khi con
song. Con dudng tu tién gom :

° tu than khac ky, vira 1am viéc véi sitc minh dé tra ng thé gian.
. luyén dao theo phdp mon ctia ditc Cao Dai con tam truyén trong
phan Vo Vi.

Nguoi tin do chua tho bi phdp vo6 vi ¢6 thé tly theo cong phu,
cong qud, cong trinh trong sy tu ti€n vo tu cia minh ma giai thoat dian
dan nhitng nghiép bédo nhung khong thé thoat khéi luan hoi dwoc. Trong
trudng hop nay, linh hon con ngudi van phai tré lai thé gian sau mot thoi
gian huéng phudc tai ¢di V6 Hinh.

A.6  Céi cuc lac hay ndt ban ciia dao Cao Pai la mét céi hang hitu
hay bdt hang hitu?

C0i song bat diét hay nét ban ciia dao Cao Dai 12 cbi song vo hinh
noi nhimg linh hon tu tién dugc thanh dao huéng nhiing 4n phudc va
nguon cgi hanh phiic thiéng liéng va khong tré lai thé gian nita. Linh
hon bat tir & dau thi & d6 12 c6i n4t ban, khong phdi mo ho hay gia tuéng
ma c6 that, chi c6 nhitg ngudi liéu dao méi biét néu buéi sinh tien ho
khong duoc sy khai ngé ctia Than Linh.

A.7  Phdn nao cia dao Nho duoc dao Cao Pai thira nhdn va phain
6



Tere Fibee Dao Cas Dic
nao bo di, tai sao? O Nhi Ky Phé P, tai sao dao Nho thdt bai?

Pao Cao Pai dat can ban trén sy dung hgp céc t6n gido kim cé
dong tay nén thu nhén t4t ca cdc tinh hoa trong dé c6 tinh hoa Khéng
gido. Can ban dao Nho nhu nhén, 1€, nghia, tri, tin va cong, dung, ngén,
hanh duoc dao Cao Dai nhan 1am giéng m6i cho phan Nhon dao. Them
vao d6, ch thuyét Trung Dung va tu, té, tri, binh, ciia ditc Khong ciing
duge ngudi tin d® Cao Pai xem nhu nhimg phuong cham t6i can cho
cudc s6ng nhan loai & bat cif thoi dai nao. Pao Cao Dai khong bo phan
nao ciia dao Nho, trit nhimg phan khong thich hop véi trao luu tién héa
cua nhan loai...

& Nhi Ky Phé Do, dao Nho di khai thong mot dudng 16i ctiu the
tich cuc vi nhan sinh & Déng phuong nhung khong thuc hién dugc vi da
s6 nhan loai khong tu gidc ph#n ban ning sing tao ciia minh.

A.8 Pao Cao Pai theo quan niém Vé Vi tru (acosmic) cua truyén
thong An dé hay quan niém Hitu Vii tru (cosmic) cua truyén
théng Trung hoa? Thé gidi chiing ta dang song cé thdt hay chi
la do tuong?

Theo truyén th6ng Trung hoa thi c6 chu thuyét "Thién Dia van
vét nhét thé", con & Andocé cong thitc "Tat tvam asi" (may la céi 4y)
dién ra tir y nghia Brahman va Atman vén 1a mét. Ca hai vii tru quan tuy
khic nhau trén danh tir dién dat nhung tuu trung ciing chi thé hién mot
chan Iy. D6 1a sy dong nhat trong nguyén 1y c4u tao vii tru. Trong dao
Cao Dai, ditc Thugng D€ ciing da day: "Pao Thay la cc con, cdc con la
Thay". Thénh Ngon nay néi lén sy dung hop hai quan niém Trung hoa
va An bo vay:

" Pao Thay lacdccon <  Thién Dia van vai nhat thé "

" Céc con la Thay < Tattvamasi"



Dswng Tan

Thé gi6i loai nguoi 1a sy tiép dién nhimg gi sé mat di dé thanh
hinh nhimg gi ti€p ndi. D6 la nhitng hién tugng vat chat cé tinh cich hu
a0 10 rét trude mat, duy chi ¢6 phan tam linh mdi that sy 1a phéan sdng tao
bat diét.

A9 Nhitng phdn nao cua dao Ldo ma dao Cao Pai thira nhdn hodc
bo di? Taisao dao Ldo lai thdt bai trong sit mang cieu doi & Nhi
Ky Pho Do? Pao Cao Pai cé tin nhén phin khd hanh khong,

néu co thi dén mirc do nao?

Dao Lao c6 thuyét thanh tinh v6 vi. Chinh d6 12 can ban ctia phin
Vo Vitrong dao Cao Dai, nhung bi phép ctia phin nay do ditc Ng6 Minh
Chiéu da lanh héi truc tiép tir ditc Cao Dai qua huyén diéu co biit.

3 Nhi Ky Phé Do, dao Lio vi qué cao siéu nén khong tng hop véi
da s6 dan toc Trung hoa va do d6 chén truyén khéng duge néi ti€p bdi
nhitng c4 nhan dai gidc hi€m c6 trén doi, do d6 da tré thanh nhitng phdp
thuat ta qudi mé tin di doan.

Dao Cao Dai khéng chi trvong khé hanh qua migc nhu nhin an,
vao nii 4n dat, chiu cuc hinh, ma chi gi6i han trong pham vi trudng trai
tuyét duc thi gidi dé luyén dao ma théi. Ngudi tu V6 Vi vin sinh hoat
trong x& hoi nhu nhitng ngudi thudng nén ngudi ngoai dao khong nhan
biét duoc.

A.10 Phan Vo Viva phin Phé Bé trong dao Cao Pai khdc nhau nhu
thé'nao? Chi phdi nao thuéc phéin Vé Vi va chi phdi nao thuéc
phin Phé Do?

Phan Vo6 Vi hay n¢i gido tam truyén cha truong tu ky luyén dao
theo bi phdp tam truyén cia ditc Cao Dai dé tao Tién tac Phat. Do d6
chan truyén chi thu hep trong mot s6 nguoi dugc Vo6 Hinh tuyén chon.
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Khong cét chua, khong thuyét giang, khong mau sac 18 phuc, khong t6
chitc H6i Thanh.

Phan Phé D6 hay ngoai gido cong truyén chu truong truyén ba
m6i DPao cho quin chiing, giip ho tu hoc d€ tao nén hanh phic cd nhan
va x hoi. Phan nay khéng c6 bi phdp nhung c6 t6 chitc Hoi Thénh, c6
Thénh That, giang dudng, thuyét phip v.v...

Hai phin nay riéng biét khong hé pha tron nhau, d6 l1a dac diém
chan truyén ctia Cao Dai gido khéc véi cic nén t6n gido truéc. Phan Vo
Vi khong cé chi phdi, phan Phé D6 gom 6 phdi 16n va 6 nhém nhé thanh
hinh truéc 1938.

Sau phdi 16n :

. Cdu Kho do cu Vuong Quan Ky... (nay khéng con nita)
. Minh Chon Ly do cu Nguyén Vin Ca ... (truéc nam 1935)
. Tién Thién do cu Nguyén hiru Chinh...
. Minh Chon Pao  do cu Nguyén Ngoc Thiéu ...
. Bén Tre do cu Nguyén Ngoc Tuong...
. Tay Ninh do cu Pham Céng Tac ...
S4u nhém nho :
. Tuyét Coc tir Tay Ninh, nay khong con
° Thong Thién Dai tir Tay Ninh, nay khéng con

o Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Bdn Bdn
tir Minh Chon Ly, nay khong con
°  Trung Hoa Hoc Phdi  tir Minh Chon Dao, nay khong con
° Bach'Y Lién Doan Chon Ly tix Tién Thién, hién con hoat dong
° Nit Chung Hoa Phai tir Minh T4n, hién con hoat dong
Nam 1945, Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai dugc thanh 13p tai
Pa Nang, biét 1ap khong chi phai.



Daug Tén

A.11 Trén quan diém tén gido va triét hoc, dao Cao Pai cé tin tuong
la sé dong mot vai tro nao do trong cuéc song chinh tri va kinh

té cua nhan loai khong?

Dao Cao Dai khong chu truong chinh tri hay kinh t€ véi y nghia
nhu moét chinh phi hay mot doan thé. Dao Cao Dai kéu goi su tu ky noi
con ngudi trong cudc song chinh tri nhu dao Khdng da chi truong tu
thén, té gia, tri quéc, binh thién ha, hay trong cudc séng kinh t€, canh tan
cdc phuong tién sinh hoat dé lam cho nhan loai dugc hudng thu dong
déu nhitng nguén nang luc vat chit ma thién nhién di dat dé cho nhan
loai, khong riéng cho mot c4 nhan, moét doan thé hay mot quéc gia dan

téc nao.

A.12 LanguoiTdy phuong, ciing la mot tin dé Tin Lanh, téi rdt muén
biét quan diém ciia dao Cao Pai vé Co Péc gido. O Nhi Ky Phé
B9, tai sao Co Déc gido lai thdt bai trong sit mang ciru doi?

Dai v6i Co Béc gido, dao Cao Dai nhin nhin su citu thé cia ditc
Moise ¢ Nhiit Ky Ph6 Do va diic Jésus Christ & Nhi Ky Phé Do. D6 1a
co cifu d§ ciia Thuong D€ & Tay phuong. Trong lich sir dao Cao Dai, khi
chua chinh thitc hinh thanh mot t6n gido, dém Noel 1925, ditc Cao Dai
du6i danh hieu A A A da giang co tai nha 6ng Cao Quynh Cu, mot trong
nhitng vi khai dao, ma day nhu sau :

" Dém nay phdi vui ming vi la ngay cvua Thuong Dé gidang trdan
day Dao bén Thdi Tdy. Ta rdt vui Iong dédng thdy ba dé tit kinh mén Ta
nhuvdy. Nha nay sé ddy an Ta. Ngay gio gdn dén, doi linh. Ta sé lam
cho thdy huyén diéu dédng kinh mén ta hon nita ..."

Ve gido thuyét, dao Cao Dai thira nhan 10ng béc i, huynh dé cta
Co béc gido.

O Nhi Ky Phé Do, Co Déc gido di dem lai mot phin van minh
10



cho nhin loai, dén nay di lu m& di vi 16p bui vit chit cia thoi gian.

A.13 CoDdc gido da hdp thy tir Do Thdi gido su tin tuong rang "khéng
c6 dé mdu thi khéng lam gidm duoc téi 161." Vi lé dé ma dirc
Jésus Christ (Thuong Dé) da thanh nguwoi pham va chét trén
thdp tu gid. Ngai trg thanh su hy sinh t6i cao cho téi 16i ciia
nhan loai. Pao Cao Dai cé phii nhdan phwong phdp thdng doat
toi 161 dé gidi thodt va trd nén vi Ngoi Hai nhu vy ching? Co
Doc gido cang ndi rdang ditc Jésus Christ d@ phuc sinh tir ndm
mé va diéu nay dem lai cho lodi nguoi niém hy vong vé su bdt
diétva cudc song truong cieu. Pao Cao Dai nhdn dinh ra sao vé
diéu nay?

Tit ca cic phuong phdp gidng tran canh tinh loai ngudi trong cic
ton gido 16n tir xua, ké ca Co Déc gido, 1a do y muén ciia Thuong D€ dé
ting hop v6i thoi gian va hoan canh nhan loai lic bdy giv. Nhung tat ca
cdc phuong phdp xua deéu khong con hi¢u nghiém d6i véi cudc séng
nhin loai hién nay.

Vi di hién hinh bing mot x4c pham ngdy xua nhu Jésus, Thich
Ca, Khéng T, Ldo TWr ... ma mé6i chan truy®n cic tén gido di tré nén
pham gido do ban tay ciia ngudi pham sau d6 canh cai di. Cho nén dén
Tan Tam Ky Phé D6 nay, dic Thugng D€ di gidng pham bing tam linh
qua co biit va cit ti€p tuc nhu vay ve sau ché khong giao chanh gido cho
tay pham nifa. Trong phan V6 Vi va Ph6 D¢ cia dao Cao Dai déu c6 co
quan 1am trung gian giffa cdc ddng V6 Hinh va nguoi tai the. D6 1a
nhitng t6 chic co dan, mot khoa hoc tim linh cin dugc tim hiéu cha
khong phai ta thuat meé tin nhu nhigu ngudi di gin cho va loi dung lam
sai lac phén can ban cua né di.

Theo chon truygn V6 Vi, [an nay gidng pham, dic Cao Dai khong

dung phép la nhu trudc, va s€ khong 1am cho d6 m4u, nhung s& huéng
11
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din cic dé tir dat dao nhiém mau bing thuc nghiém tam linh. Do dé,
Thuong D€ dd muon xé4c cha ddc Ng6 Minh Chiéu dé€ truyén bi phdp.

A.14 Taisao dao Cao Pai cho ring Thuong DédTam Ky Pho Dj chi
hinh hién qua co bit chd khéng con gqua xdc pham? La mot
tdm linh, lam sao ditc Cao Dai cé thé nhan ra va cdm thong vdi
sw dau khd cia loai nguoi trong thé gidi vit chdt nay? Thuong
Dé c6 moi tuwong quan gi véi ching ta khi ching ta con phdi

tranh ddu trong coi doi nay?

Ditc Cao Dai hinh hién qua co biit chit khéng bang xac pham nita
12 dé dem chénh gido trd lai va gilt nguyén tinh chat sang tao budi khai
nguyén theo ¥ nghia di néu lén & cau A.13. Gidng tran bing huyén diéu
co but, ditc Cao Dai 1a moét tam linh bao quat (Tam Linh Vi Tru) bao
£6m nhiing tam linh con ngudi nén sy dau khg ciia nhan loai di phan anh
truc ti€p vao phan Tam Linh Vil Tru chdng khdc gi sy dau khé cia dong
loai lam cho ta phai x6t xa dit sy dau khé &y khong tryc ti€p & ban than
ta.

Sy tranh ddu trén c6i doi ndy 12 mot trudng thi va Thuong DE
muén nhan loai ti tim phwong giai thoat 14y nhitng nghiép qua hong
chugc toi tien khién. Néu mai meé vao t0i 16i thi con chiu nghiép bdo va
khé be duogc giai citu theo luat Vi Tru.

A5 Trong truyén thong Viét Nam, nhitng su tho ciing trong dé cd
viéc cling bdi td tién, t¢'1é cdc logi dc quy va hon ma mang ning
linh chdt vat linh. Pao Cao Pai chdp nhdn phin nao va bé
phdn nao trong truyén thong nay?

Dao Cao Dai chdp nhan sy thd ciing t6 tién ctia truyén théng tam
linh dan toc Viét Nam. Sy cing t€ cdc 4c quy va hon ma ciing c6 trong
dao Cao Dai nhung v6i mot y nghia dii ng6 hon 13 cau canh nhu di c6 &

12



thoi xua.

Vi khai sinh & Viét Nam nén dao Cao Dai dugc xem nhu 12 su n6i
ti€p mot phan 16n truyén thong tam linh da c6 & Viét Nam trong su phéi
hop giita dao va doi, ciing nhu trong tinh thin téng hop cdc tén gido
(Nho-Thich-Dao) va 1y tudng Thién Nhan hiép nhizt vén 13 tiem niang
sdng tao cta tin ngudng dan toc Viét Nam con di tich sdng chéi duéi thoi
Ly-Tran vao thé ky X va XI sau cong nguyén.

A.16 Véilydo nao phdi Minh Chon Ly khéng con thuéc dao Cao Dai
nita?

Minh Chon Ly d3 canh cai hét ca chon truyén ciia Dao. Ho khong
con tho Thién Nhan, t6 chic gido hoi khong theo Phdp Chdnh Truyén
va Tdn Ludt. Dong thoi phdi ndy di giai thich sai [am 15 day cla diic
Cao Dai trong Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén. Do d6 Minh Chon Ly tir sau
nam 1935 khéng con 1a mot chi phéi ctia dao Cao Dai nita.

Ciing nén nhan manh ring phan Phd D6 ctia dao Cao Pai dit can
ban gido Iy theo ba quyén sich di c6 khi nha Pao méi thanh hinh vao
nam 1926. D6 1a Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, Phdp Chanh Truyén va Tan
Luat.

A.17 Dirc Phdt day rang c6'tim va trd 16i nhiing cdu hdi vé nguyén lai
va su sdng tao cua Vi Tru lé vé cén cit béi vi chi c6 mét hién
thuc duy nhdt la con nguoi dang dau khé va phdi duoc hudng
ddn dé tim phuong gidi thodt. Thik ddt phin ly thuyét trén vao
dién trinh cua lich si, lam thé nao dao Cao Pai ddp lai l6i day
trén cua ditc Phdt?

Du céc Gido chu cic tdn gido trong d6 cé ca dic Phat da giai thich
Vii tru nhu thé nao - hoac khong giai thich chi ca - thi d6 chi 1a mét ddp
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tng cho doi héi cia tr phwong vé mét diéu kién siéu hinh ma ngudi
" thudng khong biét ndi, mac dau veé thuc chat, su hiéu biét cua cic Gido
chi khong khac nhau. Do d6 céu néi ciia dic Phat c6 ham y nghia 15 di
truéc nhing doi héi 16n lao can phai gidi quyét clia x4 hoi An do ldc bay
gio. Cung trong y nghia nay, ditc Khéng Tt da néi "vi nang su nhan,
yén nang su quy".

Pao Cao Dai nhan biét trong su khéc biét qua tir ngit giai thich
clia cdc Gido chii c4c t6n gido c6 ham chita mot § nghia twong dong. Vi
du nhu su giai thich hién tugng con ngudi, Thién Chida di néi dén dat
sét, nudc, hoi néng va hoi thd thi Phat goi dia, thiy, hda, khong (tit dai
gia hiép) néu khéng mudn néi gia thuyét niy di c6 tir cc triét gia Hy
Lap trude d6 thi cling do chimg d6 yéu t6 cdu tao ma théi. Con s dau
khé ctia con ngudi chi 1a hau qua ctia su suy doi tinh than ma dic Phat
da xem nhu can binh va da chira tri bing sy phan tinh va gic ngod cua
minh d€ giai khé cho nhan loai. Cho nén dii céc tin do Phat gido sau nay
c6 hiéu cau néi clia ditc Phat nhu thé nao thi Ngai ciing chi hién thuc mot
chan ly trong su canh gidc chung ctia kh6i nhan loai & mot tu phuong
can phéi thich nghi véi toan khéi nhan loai trén the gidi.

A.18 Phdi qua nhitng giai doan nao dé tré thanh mot tin do Cao Pai?
Ve phin Phé Do (ngoai gido cong truyén), mu6n thanh tin dé Cao

Dai phai :

. nhd hai dao hiru ti€n dén vao Pao.

. lam 1€ nhap mén tai Thénh that.

. an chay moéi thang it nhat 6 ngay, giit tam qui ngii gidi va hoc dao

A.19 Mot nguoi mudn tré thanh mon dé Vo Vi phdi héi du nhimmg
diéu kién gi?
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Vé phian Vo6 Vi (ndi gido tdm truyén) mudn thanh dé tr dic Cao

Pai phai :

° lap dai nguyén an chay truong, thu gidi, tho ditcc Cao Dai va hanh
1€ tit thoi trong mot tram ngay theo su chi din cua cédc dé tir dang
tu phan Vo Vi.

. xin keo hiu mot budi dan co day Dao.

° xin keo tho phdp, néu thuin s& dugc mon dé da tu (goi 1a ngudi

chi kiéu) truyén lai bi phdp bing su thuc hanh.

A.20 Quan diém cua dao Cao Pai doi voi thé gidi huyén bi hay ma
qui la gi? Co nhitng loai ma qui ciing nhu c6 Thdin Thdanh
khong? C6 mot chita qui nhu Satan theo quan niém Co Déc
gido khong?

Than Linh hay thé€ gi6i huyeén bi khong phai 1a khong c6 nhung vi
ngudi doi khong c6 kha niang dac biét d€ biét th€ giGi nay ma thoi. C6
t4t ca Than Tién ciing nhu ma qui nhu da dugc néi tir truéc dén nay.
Tuong truyén trong phan V6 Vi, ddc Ngo Minh Chiéu da triéu dugc
chda qui d€ thir xem c6 hay khong va chia qui di hién ra truéc phap
thuat linh diéu cua dic Ngo.

A.21 Nhimg qui diéu hay ludt Ié nao ciua dao Cao Padi qui dinh viéc
dn o trong gia dinh va xa hoi?

Trong phan Nhon dao, Cao Dai gido khuyén day tin d6 1am tron
bén phan dé6i véi quéc gia ciing nhu d6i véi gia dinh. Tuy theo dia
phuong ho s6ng, ngudi tin do Cao Dai phai ton trong truyén thong tot
dep clia dan tdc ho, ludn luén tuan hanh ludt phdp qudc gia. Nhing diéu
nay dugc ghi trong sdch Tan Luat do cdc nha khai dao soan thao tir nam
1926 1am can ban cho tin d6 noi theo.
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A.22 Muoén tro thanh tin dé Cao Pai phdi tudn hanh mét su
kién tin nguong can bdn nao?

Mu6n trd thanh nguoi tin d6 Cao Dai, diéu can ban trudc tién la
phai gii¥ long trong sach va an chay it nhat 6 ngdy mét thang néu theo
phan Phé D9, hoac trudng trai néu tu Vo Vi.

Su tu hoc cuia hai phan V6 Vi va Phé Do khong hé di doi vé6i nhau.
Cho nén, hé muén tu V6 Vi thi phai bo hét cic chic phdm da nhan lanh
6 phan Pho D¢ hay & mot 1on gido khdc. Mon dé Vo Vi khong hé thuyét
giang, truyén ba hay hudng cia ching sanh nhu bén Phé D6 ma phai tu
minh nuéi nang ldy minh. Lin 16n hai phan 12 1am sai chan truyén dao
Cao Dai.

A.23 Su citu vt linkh hon cd nhdn cia con nguoi, trong dao
Cao Dai, la mét hanh vi tin nguéng hay la mét buée tién theo
ludt dinh?

Trén binh dién Ph6 Do sur citu réi mot ngudi theo dao Cao Pai 12
mot hanh vi clia tin ngudng vi dic tin chan chinh 13 biéu hién cta mot
tam linh gidc ngo, c6 thé gitip cho con ngudi cdi bd dan dan nhiing t6i ic
ma tim vé dudng Thién. Ty con ngudi 6 thé cai héa duogc mitc do tu hoc
ctia ho do su b6 héa ctia V6 Hinh ma phin tam linh ho d3 bdm thu.

Nhung trén binh dién V6 Vi, su citu 16i mot ngudi 1a mot bude
tién theo luat dinh thién nhién ting hop véi su tién trién tam linh ctia con
ngudi. Cho nén, trong phian V6 Vi cé cau néi :

"Hé nguoi c6 can tu rdi thi dit cho d trong hang Thy ciing ddt ra
cho tu; con nguoi chua cé can tu thi dii cé sdt bén nguoi tu ciing khong
tu duoc"”.

Ciing nén biét rang can tu ctia mot nguoi la trinh do tam linh cua
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ho do sy tu luyén & tién ki€p da dén mic gap Pao va dat Dao nhiém miu
& hién kiép.

A.24 Co phdi ditc Cao Dai, hay Thuong Pé, la ding Thuong Pé
cua tinh thuong, cia cong ly? Tinh chdt tiéu biéu cia Ngai la
gi?

Dirc Cao bai la Thuong D€ cia Tinh Thuong, cia Cong Binh, clia

Toan Thién, Toan My. Do loai ngudi xung tung Ngai nhu thé nay hay

thé khédc, nhung chinh Ngai khong nhu thé nao ca. Tinh chét tiéu biéu

ctia Ngai la mét khéi Pai linh quang theo danh xung Cao Dai gido (trong

khi con ngudi theo Cao Dai gido dugc goi 1a Tiéu linh quang trong Vi

tru). Nhung véi su hi€u biét clia nhan loai thi Ngai von 1a mo6t tim linh

cla vii tru bang bac ciing khdp nén ciing goi Ngai 1a déng Toan Ning,

Toan Tri, Chiia Té ca mu6n loai van vat

A.25 Duong vadm, nam va nit dong vai tro gi trong su cdu tao cua vii
tru?

Am duong (hay nit nam) 12 hai phan hinh hién s s6ng cua Vi tru.

Ly thuyét nay da duoc gidi rd trong Kinh Dich ctia Khéng T ma dao
Cao Dai khéng phii nhan sy giai thich nay.

A.26 Hinh tugng Thién Nhan biéu hién cho nhitng ddc diém gi clia
dao Cao Dai?

THIEN NHAN hinh hién CHAN LY POC NHAT ciia Vi tru.
Thién Nhan ciing 1a cdi ctra ngd khai thong con ngudi vé6i Vi tru. Qua
huyén diéu Thién Nhan, ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai c6 thé thdy duoc ca mot
Vii tru thu hep lai trong d6 ¢6 TROI va NGUOI, c6 sir tién héa khong
ngimg (Mt Trii luén md diy hao quang) va mot chanh phap khong hai
(chi c6 mot).
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Cho nén, tho Thién Nhan, nguoi tin d6 Cao Dai khong bi han hep
trong pham vi mot c4 nhan Gido chi hay mot ti phuong tin nguéng ma
md rong su tu hoc ctia minh theo tdm quan sdt cia Vi tru. Tuy nhién, du
ngudi tin do c6 gidi thich nhu th€ nao thi Thién Nhan van 1a mét su bi
nhiém cia Tao Héa rit khé cho ngudi pham thdu triét. Thanh Ngon
nam 1926 ¢é day nhu sau:

Nhan thi chl tam,

Ludng quang chii t&,

Quang thi Than,

Than thi Thién,

Thién gid Nga da ...’

A.27 Viét Nam la mét nudc trong dé cdc ton gido dd dong vai tro
quan trong trong lich su chinh tri. Tai sao dao Cao Padi va tin
do lgi la thu dich ciia Cong sdn? Co thong ké nao vé sé' luong
cdc tin dé Cao Pai & khdp cdc tinh Viét Nam va luc luong ciia
ho khéng?

Cdc t6n gido nhu Nho, Thich, Pao di déng vai trd quan trong
trong doi s6ng chinh tri tai Viét Nam, va nhimg lic d4t nuéc nay hung
vuong phén 16n 12 do yéu 16 ciia ton gido thinh hanh qui dinh. Gan day,
Thién Chiia gido ciing xen vao cudc séng chinh tri ciia dan toc Viet Nam
nhung khong c6 tinh cdch xay dung nhu ba tén gido ngdy xua. Cong san
xem dao Cao Dai va tin d6 nhu thi dich vi dao Cao Dai 12 mot tin
ngudng tic 1a hiru than, con Cong san 12 vé than nén trai nguoc lan nhau.
Lai ntta, dao Cao Dai 1a mot ton gido mdi khai sinh trong 1ong dat Viét
Nam nén duoc da s6 dan ching ngudng mo va thuc hién dao Iy moét cach
tich cuc khé be lung lac hay xuyén tac thanh 14 bia mé hay thit thuéc
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doc nhu cic ton gido trude duge. Nam 1948, trong mot cudc hoi nghi
cong san 6 Quang Ngai, Pham van Dong, hién 12 Tha tuéng Bac Viét ¢6
noéi :

"Hién nay doéi thit ciia chi nghia Céng sdn chi c6 mot dao Cao

Dai, con cdc ton gido hay ddng phdi khdc khong dang ke"

Phin théng ké veé s6 lugngtin do Cao Pai ¢ cdc tinh chua dugc
thuc hién, dang chd su tra 10i cua cdc Hoi Thanh. Chi bi€t hién nay,
trong phan dit mién Nam Viét Nam, khong cé tinh nao la khong c6 tin
do Cao Dai, ti 1 tir 5% dén 60%.

A28 C6 phdi Tdy Ninh la phdi duy nhdt da cé t6 chirc qudn doi?

That vay, chi c¢6 phdi Tay Ninh méi c6 t6 chitc quéin déi tir 1945.
Nhung dén nam 1955, vé6i su hop tdc cla tuéng Trinh Minh The, Chi
huy trudng quan doi Cao Dai, véi téng thong Ngo Dinh Diém, quan doi
Cao Dai di sit nhap vao quan doi qudc gia, va tir d6, Tay Ninh khong
con 16 chic quan doi nita. Ly do cua t6 chitc nay la su bao vé thanh
dudng do mot s6 thanh nién tin d6 ngoan dao chéng lai sy xam chiém
cia quan Phép lic bay gio muén 14y Tda Thanh Tay Ninh lam can ctt
quén sy sau khi quan Nhut dau hang. Ti€p theo d6 vi thoi cude chinh tri,
ong Ho Phap Pham Cong Téc c6 ¥ chuyén quan d6i Cao Dai thanh mot
luc lwong hé trg cho cong cudc thuc hién doc 1ap quoéc gia, nhung ¥
tudng Ay khong thé thyc hién dugc va 6ng phai luu vong sang Cam bot
roi chét tai do.

A.29 Pao Cao Pai di déng vai tro gi trong cudc chién Phdp-Viét
minh va dé nhi thé chién (Nhdt bdn)?

Trén binh dién quéc gia, dao Cao Dai khong c6 lién hé gi v6i
nhitng cudc chién néi trén. Nhung cic cude chién cang nay sinh, su
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khdc liét cang gia tang thi sit mang cttu doi ctia dao Cao Dai cang sing
t6. D6 chinh la nguyén nhén phat sinh dao Cao Pai trong sif mang t4i
lap ngay thai binh thinh tri thi Thuong nguon vay.

A.30 Cdc chiphdi Cao Dai dd phat trién trong dién trinh lich si nhu
thé nao?

Cdc chi phdi Cao Dai di hinh thanh ngay sau khi nén Pao méi
khai sinh. Dtc Cao Dai ciing da bo trudc su kién nay trong bai thi nam
1926.

Biiu Toa ths thdi trd thém hoa,
Méy nhénh roi sau cting m6t nha
Chung hi¢p rang vun n&n dao dic,
Beén ong son sét dén cing Ta ... I

Nhu vdy duong nhién céc chi phdi da déng mot vai trd quan trong
trong dién trinh lich sit ciia nha Pao. D6 la sy phan tdn dé bao vé chanh
phép Cao Dai truéc su khing b6 nguy hai clia chinh phu thudc dia Iic
bdy gid. Cic chi phdi cling c6 mot phan nhiém vu chia ra 1am nhiéu
trinh d¢ tu hoc d€ cung tng cho moi nhu cau phic tap cua nhon sanh. Su
phan chia nay c6 tinh cdch huyen bi nhu su phan chia thanh céc t6n gido
tir trude nay trong hé théng ba ky Phé do cita Thuong D&. Cho nén, khi
cdc chi phéi cta dao Cao Pai ¥y thic dugc vai trd t6 hop xay dung cua
minh trong tinh than théng nhat thi lic &y céc ton gido trén thé gidi sé
nhin thdy mot bai hoc t6 hgp dé khong con ganh dua ky thi nhau nita.
Vi c6 nhu thé, su ciu rbi nhan loai méi hinh hién dugc.

A31 Theo ong, nhiing ngay nao la quan trong nhdt trong su tién
trién cia dao Cao Pai tir ném 1919 dén nay? Xin cho biét ngay
thang thanh ldp cua tdt cd cdc chi phdi .
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Nhan dinh tng quat theo dién trinh lich st nha Pao tir nam 1919

dén nay, ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai c6 thé ghi nhan nhitng nién biéu sau day:

1919
1920

1925

1926

1927
1930
1931

1932
1935

1938

1945

dic Cao Dai xung danh [an dau tién tai Tan An.

dic Cao Dai bat dau day Pao cho ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu & Phd
Qudc.

nhém pho loan thanh hinh & Saigon.

dao Cao Dai dugc thanh lap :

phan V6 Vi bét dau co tuyén do

phian Phé D6 bat dau 1ap chinh thé, cong khai ciing nhén loai.
thanh 14p trung tdm Thénh dia Tay Ninh.

phdi Cau Kho do cu Vuong Quan Ky.

phai Minh Chon Ly do cu Nguyén Van Ca, thét chin truyén dén
nam 1935.

phdi Tién Thién do cu Nguyén Hitu Chinh va cu Lé Kim Ty
phdi Minh Chon Dao do c4c cu Nguyén Ngoc Thiéu va Cao
Triéu Phat.

Ho6i Thanh Cao Dai & Tay Ninh va Bén Tre biét lap thanh hai
chi phai :

phdi T4y Ninh do cu Pham Céng Tic.

phdi Bén Tre do cu Nguyén Ngoc Tuong.

Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai thanh hinh tai Da Nang, biét
1ap khong chi phdi.

———————

Ché thich: Xin tham khdo nguyén van cdu héi bang Anh ngd trong phan phy luc A
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To: Mr. TRAN THAI CHAN
and Mr. TRAN VAN TRI,

I have been greatly blessed to have men such as yourselves, Mr. Chan
and Mr. Tri who were willing to take time to help me understand more clearly
about Caodaism. I realize the long time you have spent in answering my
numerous questions. Because of your wise answers, I now feel I can write a
paper which will catch the essence of Caodaism both for myself and the readers
of the paper I will write.

Thank you so much !
January 28, 1970
Ted DUTTON.

Xin tam dich :

Kinhgéi: Ong TRAN THAI CHAN

va  Ong TRAN VAN TRI,

Toi that may man vé ciing khi dugc qui 6ng, 6ng Chan va ong Tri, da
vui long bo thoi gian dé gitip toi hiéu ro rang hon vé dao Cao Dai. Toéi ciing biét
dugc rang qui vi di t6n kha nhigu thoi gian dé tra 10i rdt nhiéu cau hdi cia t6i.
Nh& nhitng cau tra 1&i thong théi cia qui vi ma bay gid toi cAm thdy t6i c6 thé
Vi€t nhitng bai bdo néi ve tinh chét ciia chinh phap Cao Dai. Dieu nay gitip ich
cho cd nhan t6i dong thdi ciing gitp ich cho doc gia clia t& bio ma 16i s& viét.

Xin da ta.

28/1/1970,

Ted DUTTON.
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PHAN B

PHONG VAN CUA GIAO SU TIEN ST
JEREMY DAVIDSON
VIEN PAI HOC LUAN BON
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Kinh gdi Gido sy DPONG TAN
Chu Tich Ho6i Van Héa Cao Dai tai Saigon.

Thua 6ng Gido su Dong Tan va tét ca qui vi,

Téi c6 & day nhiing cau héi vé van dé Dai Dao Cao Dai ma khong ti€p
tuc mot trat ty hop 1y. Téi rét mimg Ong Gido sir va nhilng ban tin do duoc tra
161 cho to6i biét. ’

JEREMY DAVIDSON, Gido su

Vién Dai hoc Luan Poén, 12/07/1970.

Kinh géi Gido su JEREMY DAVIDSON,

Vién Dai hoc Luan Don, Anh quéc.

Thua Gido su,

To6i vira trd 1i trong b6n k¥ lién ti€p 200 cau héi ciia Gido sur ve Pai Pao
Tam Ky Phé D¢ (hay dao Cao Dai).

That la mot su vinh hanh qué dac biét cho t6i, mot tin hitu bé nhé cia
nha Dao to 16n, nhung ciing rdt khé khan va nang né cho t6i khi phai giai dap
nhiing thic méc clia nha trf thitc ngoai quéc ma chinh toi khong bao gity ddm tu
hao 1a chi riéng minh phai 1am céi cong viéc chung ciia moi gidi tin hitu Cao
bai.

Ciing nhu véi 6ng ban Hoa Ky - ong Ted Dutton, thuéc Claremont
Men's College - California - truéc day, t6i Xin mao mu¢i giai dap nhiing dieu
gido su mu6n hdi theo thién ki€n cta rieng 16i véi tu cach mot tin do da nghién
cltu vé nén Dai Dao ¢ khép cic chi phdi tir non hai muoi nam nay.

Cé6 thé nhiing dieu téi trinh bay khén g tranh khéi nhitg nham 14n, nhung
néu ai di s6ng cudc doi nhu toi trong sy tim t0i hoc héi mot cach vo tu, khong
thién léch chi phai hay tin ngudng nao ciing s& hiéu nhur thé.

Rét vui mimg dén nhan nhimg thic mic khéc ciia Gido s,

Nay kinh,

Saigon, ngay 26 thang 10 nam 1970
DONG TAN
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BO THU NHAT

B.1 Nhién Dang la ai?

Nhién Pang 12 vi Phat theo ti€éng Phan goi la Dipankara, tuong
truyén 1 con tht tdm ciia Phat Nhyt Nguyét Ping Minh khi con lam
vua. Nhién Ding 1a Phat tdi th€ khi didc Thich Ca con 12 Thién Hué Bo
Tat, va theo mot truyén thuyét thi do long thanh tin dung téc ma trai 161
cho Phat Nhién Diang di nén dugc diém Dao dé thanh Phét Thich Ca sau
d6 nhiéu ki€p.

Dao Cao Dai nhin nhén sy giing thé cua ditc Nhién Dang ¢ Nhit
Ky Phé D6 do cau Thanh Ngon ctia ditc Cao Dai nam 1926 :

Nhien Ding CS Dhét thi ngd
Thich Ca Méu Ni thi ngd,
Thai Thudng Ngucn Thi thi ng8,

Kim vi€t CaoDai .7

+ Thanh Ngdn Hiép Tuyén - trang 14
25



Diwng Tau

B.2  C6 bao nhiéu chirc sdc quan trong trong dao Cao Pai, dit con
song hay khong, ma goéc ¢ mién Trung Viét Nam?

C6 thé k€ ditrc Ng6 Minh Chiéu, doi 6ng noi la quan Thi lang triéu
dinh Hué€, va Ngai Nguyén Ngoc Tuong (Gido Tong Hoi Thanh Bén
Tre) g6c ngudi Binh Thuan. Tuy nhién, néu truy nguyén thi hau hét cic
nha khai dao déu c6 gdc gic Trung hay Béc Viét vi mién Nam nay la
mot mién truée thudc Chan Lap cich day dudi ba thé ky, ké ra khong
qué 3, 4 doi.

B.3 Tai sao su truyén bd ciia dao Cao Pai con gioi han o Trung
Viét?

Nam 1926, Trung Viét, duéi quyén bio ho ciia ngudi Phép - khic
v6i Nam Ky 1a nhuong dia - Bio Dai duong tai vi nam thy 10, truée su
banh truéng cia dao Cao Dai & Nam Ky, lo s¢ thé luc cta ton gido méi
lan rgng, di ra dao du nhu sau: "Nhit thiét Cao Dai thu tich bat dic
truyén bd Trung K¥", c6 nghia 12 t4t ci kinh sich hay nhitng gi thuoc vé
dao Cao Dai déu khéng dugc dem truyén ba ra Trung K3y.

Tuy nhién, tir 1938, mot s6 céc chi phéi trong Nam, hoic bing
nhon muu, hoac do co bit d3 am tham ra Trung Viét truyén b4 dao Cao
Dai nhu Tay Ninh & Phii Yeén; Tién Thién & Binh Dinh, Quing Nam;
Bén Tre 6 Quang Ngii v.v... Nhing nh6m dao dugc truyén bé nay sau
d6 ket hop lai thanh Co Quan Truyén Gido Trung Viét - nay 1a Hoi
Thénh Truyén Gido Cao Dai, tai Trung Hung Biru Toa - Da Nang, v6i su
qui nguyén cia chi Minh Su & Trung Viét v6n rét thinh hanh tir dau the
ky 20.

Su truyén b4 liic bay gid rdt khé khan, nguy hiém. Nhing ngudi
¢6 cong dau tién déu bj bit bg, ti day, tra tdn. Tuy nhién, sau d6, mot
vai Thanh That vin duoc thi€t 1ap dé roi bi niém b€ va 1am noi cho ngudi
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Phédp nhén dién tin do6 d€ tim bat tu day.

Cho dén nam 1945, c4c nha khai dao Trung Viét cliing véi qui vi &
trong Nam méi dugc tu do tam, nhung sau d6, duéi su gd bé 4p biic cla
chinh quyén Viét Minh, non ba ngan dao hitu Quang Ngdi bi giét bang
moi thi doan ghé ron, mot s6 chic sic lai bi th day tir 1949, mai dén
nam 1954, do su thoa hiép & Genéve, méi dugc tra tu do. Va ciing nam
ndy, canh cira by song Bén Hai khép chit ngan doi hai mién Nam Bic,
d4t nude Viét Nam ciling nhu nha Dao danh chiu han hep trong pham vi
kho6ng ra ngoai dugc.

B.4 Nhi xdc than la gi? Pdy ldéd mét ¥ niém Thong Thién hoc duoc
khai trién ¢ An dé déu tién do Sri Ramakrisna va phd cdp qua

Tdy Phuong do Annis Besant, nhung nguoi tin do Cao Dai phu

nhdn dnh hudng ctia Thong Thién hoc. Lam thé nao dé gidi

thich didu nay?

Trén quan diém clia mot tin do Cao Dai, ching t6i khong biét
Théng Thién Hoc d néi gi vé linh hén con ngudi va y niém vé nhi xdc
than noi nhimg nha dao hoc An d6. Ching t6i chi dugc nghe Thanh
Ngon c6 day nhu sau:

Theo Kinh DAI THUA CHON GIAO thugc phan V6 Vi, dic Cao
bai da day :

» .. Trong tdm con ngudi c6 nguon than va thitc than khi thi muoén
dong tdc, liic lai chiu vo vi, dy la hai diéu khd chon lya. Phdi biét nhon
tém, dao tém khdc xa, gid thdn, chon than hai thit.

"Sao la chon than, gid than? - Ngoai cdi gid thdn ndy con mot cdi
chon than khdc nita. Chon than dy la cdi chi? La nhi xdc than vdy. Cdi
xdc than dy viing bén muoén kiép, song mai bdng Troi, khong tw, khong
sanh, khong thém, khong bot. Luyén ddng cdi chon thdn dy thi truong
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Diang Tan
sanh bdt tu, khoi chiu qud bdo ludn hoi, doi doi kiép kiép an huong vui

choi noi Béng Lai Tién cdnh, dy la Chon nhon vay!"!

Theo THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN thuéc phan Phé Do, ditc
Cao Dai day vé viéc trai gidi c6 giai nghia nhu sau:

"... M6i ké pham dudi thé nay déu cé hai xdc than. Mot pham goi
la Corporel. Conmét thiéng liéng goi la spirituel. Ma cdi thiéng liéng
do noi cdai pham ra, nén goi la bdn hitu hinh vi ¢ thé thdy ddng ma ciing
c6 thé khéng thdy dédng.

" Cai xdc v6 hinh huyén diéu thiéng liéng Gy do noi Tinh Khi
Than ma luyén thanh. N6 nhe nhang hon khong khi.

" Khi noi xdc pham xudt ra thi ldy hinh dnh cia xdc pham nhu
khuon inrdp. Con khi dac dao ma khong cé Tinh Khi, khong cé Than thi
khong thé nhdp ma héng séng ding. Con c6 Thin ma khéng ¢6 Tinh
Khi thi khé huon déing Nhi xdc thén..."t

Nhu vay néu c6 su tring hop véi sy giai thich vé Nhi x4c than ciia
nhiing nha dao hoc An d¢ thi d6 chi Ia su tring hop ngdu nhién ciia
nhimg hién tuong chan ly trén mat dja cau, khong c6 nghia la dao Cao
bai anh huéng Thong Thién Hoc hay Thong Thién Hoc anh huéng dao
Cao bai.

B.5  Vidao Cao Dai la mét ton gido dua trén su thong cong véi thin
linh, va trong co cdu t6 chirc, Hiép Thién Pai la co quan théng
linh, nhu vdy c6 phdi Hiép Thién Pai la b phdn quan trong va
¢6 quyén hanh nht trong dao khong? Cé phdi tdt cd chirc sdc
Hiép Thién Dai déu do co bit chi dinh? Va cé phdi cdc ong déu
la dong tit khong?

t BICG trang 356 - Xudt Than
1 TNHT Tay Ninh xudt ban 1969 - trang 30
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Teme Fiw Das Cao Dac

Vé phan Phé Do, dao Cao Dai 1ap thuyét trén nguyén tic tam
quyén phan 1ap. Do dé:

Ciru Trung Dai 1a co quan hanh phap
Hiép Thién Dai la co quan tu phap
va Bét Qudi Dai la co quan 1ap phdp

Nhu vay, néu néi bo phan quan trong va quyén hanh trong Dao
phai néi B4t Qudi Dai. Nhung tir trudc. tit ca moi gido diéu déu do co
biit truyén day, va & Tam ky ph6 do nay, dic Cao Dai Gido Chi v6 hinh
phai nhd c6 bo phan Hiép Thién Dai méi thanh m6i Dao. Tuy nhién, khi
cic bd phan té chifc di thanh hinh thi Hiép Thién Dai chi gilt phan tu
phép chit khéng xen vao hanh chénh dao cta Ciru Trung Dai. Du vay,
viéc ditrc Cao Dai méi khi cin day Pao, nhét 1a trong lic 16i ren, sic
ngudi bat kham, da khién bé phan Hiép Thién Dai trd nén quan trong.
Cho nén, trong bai Thanh ngon day vé Phép Chanh Truyén Hiép Thién
Pai, nam 1927, ditc Cao Dai c6 nbi 10:

"Hé Pao con thi Hiép Thién Dai van con”

Khi thanh hinh co quan Hiép Thién Dai, nam 1927, cdc chic sac
16n nhu Ho Phdp, Thuong Phdm, Thuong Sanh va Thap Nhi Thoi Quan
ciia Hiép Thién Dai déu do dic Cao Dai chi dinh bang co bit. Khong c6
luat bau ci trong co quan Hiép Thién Dai, mac du ¢ Ciru Trung Pai cic
c4p chic sic deu theo luat cong cir rét tinh vi. Cic chic sdc Hiép Thién
Dai khong nhat thiét phai 1a dong t, nhung nhimg ngudi da 1am dong tir
déu & trong co quan Hiép Thién Dai. )

B.6 Ngay 14/04/1926, dirc Ngoé dugc dic Cao Pai phong phdm vi
Gido Tong, Ngai khong nhdn. Su tir chdi lénh truyén cua Thuong

Pé nhu vdy duoc nhdn dinh nhu thé nao? Lam sao tin do c6 thé

ting ho mét viéc nhu thé? Viéc nay dugc gidi thich va chdp
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nhdn ra sao? Pirc Ngé co thong cong su tir choi cua minh voi
dirc Cao Dai khong? Néu cé, thi nhu thé nao?

Dic Ng6 Minh Chiéu 1a ngudi dau tién duogc ditc Cao Dai chon
lam dé tr va giao bi phdp. Nhu vay vai trd clia Ngai khong phai tam
thuong nhv hién nay c6é nhiéu ngudi nham tudng. Theo nhitng su kién
lich sir ma ching t6i da suu tam duoc thi sy tir chéi phdm vi Gido Tong
cua dic Ngé Minh Chiéu khong phai 12 mét su bt tuan thuong lénh.
Ngai da tra tién may sdm bé phdm phuc Gido Tong do ba Cao Quynh Cu
may, c6 nghia la Ngai di nhan linh diic Cao Dai xuyén qua co biit do
quy 6ng Cao Quynh Cu va Pham Cong T4c 1am déng tir. Nhung trudc
khi gap nhém pho loan dé mé dao Cao Dai nam 1925-1926, dic Cao
bai da day Ngai nhimng viéc gi thi khong ai biét dugc, néu kh6éng muén
n6i nhi¢ém vy cia Ngai trong phan V6 Vi. Cho nén nam 1924, triréc khi
veé Saigon, Ngai di dugc dic Cao Dai day cau:

"Kin ngoai réi lai kin trong ..."

Lai nita, ngay khi bat dau hoc dao V6 Vi v6i dic Cao Dai, difc
Ngo6 da c6 161 nguyén v6i On Trén 12 néu d6 cho Ngai thanh Dao thi
Ngai s€ lo d0 lai ching sanh tiy theo phuéc ditc ctia méi ngudi.

Nhu vay, su tir ch6i nhiém vu Gido Tong cua ditc Ngo c6 ham y
Ngai dd nhan lanh mét phan sy d3 c6 tnrée trong chon truyén dic Cao
Dai r6i. Phan sy 4y, néu khong phai 1a gilr gin cho nguyén ven chon
truyén bi phdp ctia ditc Cao Dai trong phin V6 Vi thi 1a gi?

Cho nén, sau khi truyén tam phdp cho mot s6 mo6n dé, budi sinh
tién, diic Ngé c6 Ian bao chur dé t& mdi ngudi sim mot c4i 4o dao tuong
to nhu 40 Gido Tong, nghia la cling c6 théu hinh bat quai, c6 ngudi (6ng
ba Tu Huynh) da bé ra mot s6 tién 16n dé sdm cdi 4o 4y, sau bi Ngai qud
lam nhu thé tigc 14 con ham sic tudng, tifc 1a chua ddc phap Vo Vi,

T Xin xem Lich SO Bgo Cao Pai - Phan V6 Vi cua Bdng Tan xudt ban ndm 1967
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B.7 Lam thé nao dé ddt cdu héi véi Than Linh néu diing ngoc co?
C6 thé ddit cdau héi véi vi Than Linh minh chon duoc khong?

C6 hai trudong hop :

« . Nguoi héi hién dién trong budi ciu dan rdi bach diéu minh muén
hoi, nghia 12 néi cho ngudi dong t nghe. Nhung thudng méi
nhém khéi ¥ niém (chua ndi ra tiéng) 1a di dwoc tra 13i roi.

. Trong mot budi dan co do ngudi muén hoi t6 chic hay trong mét
bubi dan lé ngudi hdi viét mot 14 s¢ (nghia 1a miéng gidy) ghi
nhitng die¢u minh muén héi trong mot budi 1€ cling bat ci¥ noi nao,
khi ciu nguyén truéc Thién Ban xong d6t 14 s6 dy di, sau d6 s€
dugc V6 Hinh tra 18i. Trudng hop ndy c6 thé xin héi vi Than Linh
ndo thi Vi 4y sé gidng co dé tra 13i.

Nhung, di trudng hgp nao thi diu quan trong 1a ngudi hoi va
budi cau dan c6 di su thanh tin d€ dugc tra 1di hay khong. K€t qua con
tity theo gid tri ngudi héi va dong tir trong cugc. Ngudi hoi c6 dang duge
tra 10 khong va ngudi dong tir ¢6 cong phu minh mén khong. Day la
mot thuc nghiém tam linh ma t6i d nhan bi€t tryc ti€p trong khi hanh su
Hiép Thién Dai tai H6i Thénh Truyén Gido Cao Dai (Trung Viét).

B.8 Hién nay ngudi tin &b Cao Dai c6 con ding cdch xdy ban nita
khong? Néu khong, viéc nay chdm ditt khi nao?

Nhimng nha khai dao dau tién thugc phan Phé Do di t6 chirc xay
ban theo 16i Thong Linh Hoc tay phuong tir thing 7/1925. Nhung viéc
nay chi kéo dai trong khoédng ba thing, dén thang 10/1925 thi dugc linh
V6 Hinh thay th& bang ngoc co.

B.9 Dic Ngo sau khi tich diét thanh Thén Linh va duoc goi bing
Thdy trong mot bai Thdnh Ngon tai Cao Minh Dan ngay 9/10/
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Diawg Tan
1933 c¢6 Ly Bach, Ldo T va Khong Tu gidng co. Theo toan bo
kinh dién néi vé ludn Iy xa hoi cia ditc Khong T, Ngdi duoc
xem nhu nguoi khong khitng hop vdi thé gici Than Linh. Lam
thé nao dé gidi thich su hién dién cia Ngdi, déc biét trong bai
Thanh Ngon quan trong nhu vdy?

Nhimg vi Gido chi cdc Ton gido da 6 trudc, du da dugc quan
niém & th€ gian nhu thé nao, hay dit quan niém chinh cta cdc Ngai budi
sinh thoi ra sao, d6 chi la do diéu kién hoan cénh xi hoi lic bay gid.
Nhung dén khi cic Ngai tich diét thi cdc Ngai lai tré lai ng6i vi dd c6 noi
i VO Hinh. D6 1a mot phan ciia Chon Linh Thugng D€ khéng phén
biét & thdi nao va noi dau tai thé gian. Do d6, vé6i ditc Ngo Minh Chiéu
trong vai trd nhén lanh dé€ ban truyén méi Pao méi tir dic Cao Dai (tic
Thuong D€), nhiém vu khéng khic cdc Ngai ngay trude trong s tiép tuc
chon truyén ctu thé tai thé gian do ditc Thuong Dé& chdp chudng. Cho
nén, sy hién dién cua ditc Khdng T - duéi hinh thitc moét Chon Linh -
trong bai Thdnh Ngén dugc néu ra khong cé gi la ca.

B.10 Sau khi tich diét, dicc Ngo da gidng trin nhu mot vi Thén linh,
cd thé la qua phuong tién co bit, c6 phdi Ngai chi gidng co 6 co
dan Chiéu Minh? Hay chi ¢ co dan Vo6 Vi ma thoi?

Theo tai liéu & céc chi phai, khi ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu tich diét tai
Can Tho nam 1932, ngay sau d6, ngoai co dan Vo Vi & céc dan Chicu
Minh, Ngai con gidng co & Minh Tan va Tién Thién ...

B.11 Trong Héi Van Héa Cao Pai, cé dai dién phdi Minh chon ly
khong? Néu khong, cé khi nao ho duoc moi gia nhédp va tham
du hay khong?

Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai 1a mét hoi do mot s6 tin hitu tri thic thién
chi thudc céc Hoi Thanh nhu T4y Ninh, Bén Tre, Tién Thién, Truyén
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Gido (Trung Viét) va Chi€u Minh V6 Vi hop lai ma thanh. Ho6i khong
nhan sy tham gia cia nhitmg thanh phan khic khéng theo ding chon
truyén cta dao Cao Dai nhu Minh Chon Ly. Do d6, thanh phan ban c6
van cla hoi gom c6 dai dién cic Hoi Thanh ké trén (Phé D) va Chi€u
Minh Dan Saigon (V6 Vi) ma thoi.

B.12 Vi ly Ié nao ma qud quyét réng linh hon con nguoi buoi khai
nguyén la tot dep? Tai sao linh hon lai bi sa doa tir trang thdi

dn hong do?

Linh hon ciia con ngudi tuy vé dung 12 mot nhung vé thé thi 12 hai.
Phan Nhi x4c than hay Chon thén tic 12 phan Tam Linh Thiéng Liéng da
phét nguyén tir Thuong D€ (dugc xem nhu Tam Linh Vi Try) ma ranén
bat diét véi vii tru. Phan nay von cling dac tinh nhu vi tru 12 rét hon
nhién va vinh ciru, tic c6 nghia 12 t6t dep. Ngoai phin chon than, linh
hon con ngudi con mang theo mot phin nita goi 14 gia than do nhimg mé
hinh clia co nang vat chat cla thé xdc ma thanh. Phan nay do nhing 16i
cu6n ciia ngii quan véi ngoai canh chinh la nguyén nhan sa doa do nhiing
vat duc t6i 16i & th€ gian 1am cho phan chon thén ciing lién luy theo,
khong cdn nguyén tinh nhu budi khai nguyén nita.

B.13 Tin tudng vao ditc Cao Dai va tudn y gido di¢u Cao Dai sé dugc
phdn thuong gi, néu c6?

T4t ca cdc Ton gido, déu c6 muc dich gi6ng nhau trong viéc giai
tho4t con ngudi khoi sy rang budc & thé gian va dugc phan thudng noi
51 v6 hinh. D6 1a s trudong sanh bat diét cia Linh hon con nguoi trude

cu6c dién bién m4t con cua sic thdi vl tru.
Dao Cao Dai khéng ngoai myc dich 4y, gom hai phan rd rét:
. phan Phé Do 1am cho con ngudi duge hudng hanh phiic tai th€
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gian trong né€p s6ng thanh binh Nghiéu Thuén va s& hudng phuéc
noi c6i Vo Hinh mot thoi gian dai ngan tuy theo phudc dic tich
liiy budi sinh tién.

. phan V6 Vi sé tao cho linh hon con ngudi mot khi tu luyén day du
mot cdi s6ng bat diét bén kia thé gidi.

B.14 Theo dao Cao Dai, ddy la lin pho dé thit ba dé citu vét chiing
sanh. Diéu ndy ham y mot sdc thdi ciru dé cuia ton gido. Vdy
sdc thdi citu do nay da biéu hién duoc diéu gi? D6 la mot vin dé
tin ngudng tuong tw nhu Boddhisattva cia Pai thira Phdt gido
hay la mgt phuong thirc tiém tién cia su tu hoc?

Dao Cao Dai ra doi trong mot tinh trang v6 ciing nguy ngap cia
nhan loai ma nhitng bai thudc chita trj clia cdc ton gido truéc hinh nhu
khong con tic dung nita. Sy cttu d6 [an tht ba ndy 13 mot phuong thudéc
can thi€t d€ chita trj can bénh kinh nién ctia nhan loai hién nay da duogc
ditc Thugng D€ ban cho theo nhu ciu ciia can bénh the gi6i hién tai.
Phuong thuéc nay hoan toan doc 1ap véi cdc moén thudc di cé trude di
rang duoc tinh vin mot.

Céc vi Boddhisattva trén dudng tu hoc dé thanh Phat da nguyén
sOng cudc doi vi tha vong ky dé ciu do ching sanh nhu Dai Thira Phat
Gido da chu truong trong su canh ci nén Phat gido Ti€u thira mo phéng
cta ditc Thich Ca khong c6 lién hé g1 v6i dao Cao Dai ca.

Su citu d6 con ngudi ciia dao Cao Pai hoan toan 1a mot van dé tu
gidc gom hai cdch :

. hodc ho di dén mitc tu luyén nhd cin duyén d€ vira 1am viéc tra
ng doi, vira tao Tién tic Phat cho riéng minh véi 10i tam nguyén :

"Ching sanh v6 bién, thé nguyén d6" sau khi thanh ch4nh qua
(phan Vo Vi).
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° hoac ho xa than hanh dao 14p cong qua, 1am cho moi ngudi ciing
nhu minh tim dugc chéin gia tri cia dao dic, nén tang cla hanh
phiic th€ gian, nhung khong phai nhu thé dé thanh Tién Phat dugc
di vén 16i nguyén "Phé d6 chiing sanh” (phan Phé D9).

Nhitng phwrong thiic trén day chi do dic Cao Dai gidng co truyén
day, khong do mét ton gido ndo canh cai ma thanh ca. Tuy ring cdc nha
khai dao trudc day cé dung danh tir dao Cao Dai hay "Phat Gido canh
tan" (Caodaisme ou Bouddhisme rénové) nhung d6 chi 1a mot danh tir
tam dung trong thdi Phap thu6c dé khoi giai thich 1ong vong Khi nguoi
Phap mu6n hoi vé dao Cao Pai ma thoi. Chit thatra, trong dao Cao Dai,
ngudi ta sé& tim thay t4t ca nhiing tinh chit ciia cdc ton gido, méi ton gido
déu c6 du phan trong mot khia canh n3o dé, nhu Ldo gido trong phap
mon Vo Vi, Phat gido trong su tri trai thi gi6i, Nho gido trong cch xur
thé, Thién Chia gido trong hé théng Ciru Tring Dai va Hoi gido trong
tinh huynh dé nhan loai v.v... khong riéng gi Phat gido ca.

B.15 Trong thé gidi dau kho ndy, néu phuong thitc citu thé cua dao
Cao Pai la phuong thikc tiém tién néu trén, hay bdt ky mot hé
théng nao khdc doi hoi thoi gian, thi duong hudng nay c6 thé sé
khong thanh cong. Nguoi tin do Cao Dai c6 thira nhdn khd
ndng cia mét ky pho do thit tu nita chang?

Trong Dai Thira Chon Giéo c6 ghi bai Thanh Ngon, néiro vé viéc
ndy, xin lugc trich may doan sau day :

" .. Thdy lgp Dao tai xit Nam ndy nhdm thoi ky cudi cung cua
nhdn loai

.. Cdc con khd biét : Pao cé ba nguon, ba nguon dy la cdi §6 cudi
cung ciia Troi Pdt. Trudc hét mo dau la Thugng nguon. Thuong nguon

ddy chinh la nguon Tao héa, la nguon dd gdy dung cd Can Khén Vi
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Tru. Vay khi méi tao Thién ldp Dia nhdn loai sanh ra thi tinh chdt con
ngudi rdat doi hon hon ngac ngac, con dang thudn phdt thién luong nén
chi cit thudn tung Thién ly ma hoa hiép dudi trén tuong than tuong di ...

... K€ do6 budc qua Trung nguon thi nhdn loai bdt nhit, tdp qudn
theo thoi doi, tham nhiém nhiing nét xdu mdéi lam cho xa mat diém thién
luong, bén cdy J sitc minh ma hiép birc ldy nhau, chém giét ldn nhau,
tuong sat tuong tan ...

... Tiép dén Ha nguon, sy tranh ddu cang ngay cang rdo riét, dir
ton gom ghé ...

Bdi dé doi hién tai la doi Mat kiép, va Ha nguon nay la nguon
Diéu tan..

.. Nhung hé loan la t6i tri, vong tat phuc hung, nén nguon Tiéu
di¢t tat phdi budc dén nguon Bdo tn la nguon Pao ditc phuc hung, dé
sdp lai nhu doi Thugng C6, thé nén ciing goi la nguon Tdi tao.

.. Vdy nhon logi budc qua thoi ky nay la thoi ky qui nhir thong,
dai luan hoi cia Thién Dja dé. Ma ngay nay da ding sé nhint dinh cua
Tao Doan, da t6i nguon cudi cung cua Thién Dia, vi tinh ra da ding
129600 nam nén da 16i thoi ky tao Thién ldp Dia m¢t lan niva. "

Nhu vay, Dai Dao Tam Ky Phé Do dugc khai mé ing véi Ha

nguon cho dén ngay tao Thién 14p Dia tr& lai nén khong c6 Tt Ky Phé
D0 nita.

B.16 Ddng Thdin Linh cao nhdt trén céi Ndt Ban la ai?

Theo Thanh Ngoén Cao Dai, khong c6 ddng nao noi thé gisi Vo
Hinh cao hon dé4ng Thuong D&, Chda Té Vi Tru kim viét Cao Dai.

t DAl THUA CHON GIAO - Dudng Sanh Tdnh Mang - dan nam 1936 - frang 394
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B.17 C6 nhitng ddu tich nao vé su xudt hién cua ditrc Ly Bach trong

nhitng buéi dan co & ngéi chiia Trung hoa ma cdc nha khai dao
Cao Dai da diing truoe khi dirc Cao Dai thdan hanh gidng co ldn
ddu tién khong?

Vét tich dau tién clia dic Ly Bach gidng co von 6 dan Cho gao,
mot dan tién thude chi Minh Thién, do 6ng Diép 1am dong tir. Ng6i dan
nay & Cho I6n. Chiing t6i c6 tim dén hoi thi duge 6ng Nguyén Hitu Dac
(c6 lién hé ba con véi 6ng Lé Van Trung) ndi chinh ngéi dan nay c6
huyén diéu do dic Ly Bach gidng, viét bang chit Tau, day 0ng Trung
dén va khuyén éng tu truée khi 6ng Trung ngd dao Cao Dai. Nhung
chiing t6i chi nghe ké lai, hién khong con ddu vét chi ca, ké ca ngoi dan
cling mét theo.

B.18 Xin cho biét quan niém vé dirc Cao Dai nhu thé nao? Vi du
Ngai thuéc duong hay dm?

Theo Dai Thira Chon Gido thi Vi tru budi khai nguyén la mot
khoang khong gian md mit goi la Hong Mong hay Vo Cuc. Trong Vo
Cuc c6 mot cdi nguyén ly thién nhién tuyét diu, tuyét huyeén, roi lai c6
thém mot c4i nguyén khi tw nhién nita. Ly v6i Khi 8y tifc 1a Am véi
Duong trong buéi Hong nguyén thdi dai. Ly Khi &y méi Ian [an ngung
két nhau ma dong tu 1au ddi, thanh mot kh6i Tinh quang rit day da su t6t
dep Dén ngay giv, khoi Tinh quang dy nd tung ra, 1am phét hién mot
DIEM LINH QUANG quay quin giita khong gian chéi loi vo ngan. Ay
1a ngoi Théi Cuc 14y co thé Am Duong ma phan thanh bién trugc, 1am
méy dong tinh dé gom tu ci Hu V6 dang h6a sanh mu6n loai mu6n vat.

P4ng Chia Té Vil Tru v6n khong c6 tén, nén da td danh ky nay 1a
Cao Dai dé truyen Dao ctru v6t chiing sanh. Nhu vdy, noi Ngai da két tu
hai yéu 1y Am Duong ciia Vii Tru va ciing chinh Ngai dem Am Duong
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tao thanh van vat vay.

B.19 OngLé Vian T rung dugc ditc Ly Bach phong lam Gido Tong.
Ong Tdc c6 dugc cong cit khong? Cuéc bau cu 6 thé gian nhu
thé c6 lam cho dia vi gido phdm ciia 6ng ngang hang vdi ong
Trung khong?

Dau tién can nhan dinh ring 6ng Pham Cong T#c chi 1a Ho Phip,
tic 1a cha trudéng co quan Hiép Thién Dai. Ong khéng phai 1a Gido
Tong. Sach kinh xua nay viét hay dich sai ra chit Pope trong khi dién
nghia chic vu cia 6ng. Chitc Ho Phép ctia 6ng 12 do ditc Cao Dai gidng
cophong. Saukhi ditc Ngo Minh Chiéu tir ch6i phdm vi Gido Tong, dic
Cao bai giao cho ditc Ly Bach thay thé ngoi vi nay. bitc Ly Gido Tong
tuy tai vi nhung Ngai khong c6 x4c pham dé digu dong Hoi Thanh tai the
nén trong Nghi Dinh thif nhi nam Canh Ngo (1930) Ngai di giao cho
6ng Lé Van Trung - duong kim phdm vi Dau Su - quyén hanh nay.

Dia vi clia 6ng Trung va 6ng Téc tuy vay vin khong ai 16n hon ai

vi méi vi déu c¢6 mot trach nhiém riéng trong cwong vi ciia minh, mot
bén 14 tu phap, mot bén 12 hanh phép vay.

B.20 C6 thé chdp nhdn su phdn dinh rang: Cao Dai biéu thi cho Nho
gido, Tién Ong biéu thi cho Tién gido va Pai Bé Tdt Ma Ha Tét
biéu thi cho Phat gido khong?
biic Cao Dai 12 diic Thugng D€ Chiia Té Vii Tru v6n danh xung

chi 1a sy dat dé cho phit hop véi trinh d6 tdn héa vé tam linh cla loai

ngudi, chinh Ngai khong c6 mot tén hiéu nao d€ dién ta cho diing ca vi

quan niém thé& gian thi han hep trong nhan gidi va tdm gi6i cla loai

ngudima Vi tru thi vo cling vo tan nén danh xung cta vi Chia Té khéng
thé bao gom trong tir ngit ciia loai nguoi. Tuy nhién, ditc Thuong D& Ian
nay da xung danh 1a Cao Pai Tién Ong Dai B6 T4t Ma Ha Tit. Su giai
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thich cia dic Cao Dai véi danh hiéu nay 12 su khiém nhuong, ching t6i

hiéu s khiém nhuong d6 nhu sau :

° Cao Dai biéu thi cho dao Nho (trong sich Nho "Au hoc Quynh
Lam" ¢6 céu : "Nho chi dau thugng viét Cao Pai ")

° Tién Ong biéu thi cho dao Lo (vi Tién Ong 1a phdm vi thdp nht
cta ngudi dic dao Lio)

. Pai B6 Tat, Ma Ha T4t biéu thi cho dao Phat (vi d6 1a danh xung
cta nhimg vi didc dao Phat, phdm thdp nhat)

Ll

Tém lai, danh hiéu trén biéu thi su dung hop cic Tén gido la "tam
gido qui nguyén" von la ton chi cia dao Cao Dai.

B.21 Ong Truong Vin Trang néi : "Dao khai sdng Troi Dadt, sanh
van vdt ..." D6 la mét quan niém riéng biét cia dao Ldo, duoc
dé cdp dén diu tién trong Pao Dirc Kinh. Tuy nhién, trong do
khong cé phiin dinh nghia ciia Dao. Nhung vi dicc Cao Daila
Thuong Dé, Ngai ciing la Dao nita, lam sao gidi thich diéu nay?

Trong Thanh Ng6n Hiép Tuyén c6 néi nhu sau :
" .. Béi vay Chon Than Thdy ma sanh héa thém chu Phdt, chu

Tién, chue Thanh, chu Thén va tdt cd nhan loai trong Can Khon thé gidi,

nén chi cdc con la Thay, Thay la cdc con...”

" Khi Hu Vo sanh cé mét Thdy, con mdy Ddng Thdy ké dé (y
néi ditc Nhién Ddng, Thich Ca, Jésus, Ldo Ti ...) ai sanh? Ay la Pao.
Cdc con nén biét."t .

L&i din ciia 6ng Trang ding dwoc mot phan theo Thénh Ngon,
nhung c4i Pao trong Pao Pic Kinh "Dao kha dao phi thuong dao” chinh
1a c4i dung clia Thugng D& trong sy sinh héa van vat tir Chon Than cia
T THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN - trang 31
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Ngai, nén phai néi ditc Cao Dai hay Thugng D€ 1a chi cdi Pao 1am nén
Vi tru vay.

B.22 C6 phdi dirc Vo Sanh Lao Mdu la ditc Phdt Mdu khong?

Trong dao Cao Dai chi cé dic Phat Méu (bén Phé D). Theo co
dan nam 1925 do nhém cdc 6ng Téc, Sang, Hau thi cé vi nit Tién (That
Nuong) cho biét ditc Phat Mau Chudng quan Diéu Tri Cung, trén c6
Ctru Thién Nuong Nuong cai quén, duéi c¢é chin vi Tién Co, hién dugc
thd & Toa Thanh Tay Ninh. Con danh hiéu V6 Sanh Lio Miu dé muén
dm chi diéc Me gia khong sanh ma c6 titc 12 ditc Phat M4u chang?

B.23 Cdc loai sdm ngit dong vai tro gi trong dao Cao Pai?

Trong dao Cao Dai khong c6 loai nay. Nhing Thanh Ngén doi
khi c6 tién tri vé thdi cudc quéc gia qudc t& nhung khéng phai 1a phan
chinh y€u trong Dao, ngoai trir nhitng bai day riéng cho cidc phin hanh
trdch nhiém vé tuong lai nha Dao trong mot dieu kién can thiét nio dé,
chi c6 Hoi Thanh méi biét.

B.24 Con nhitng tai liéu gi vé cdc Théin Linh gidng trdn va nhiing
Than Linh duoc the phuong trong cdc ngoi chia Trung Hoa,
noi dao Cao Dai dugc khdi ngé béng phuong tién co biit cé thé
si dung duoc? Néu cé, nhitng tai liéu dy la gi? Nhitng ngoi
chia dy ¢ ddu? C6 ngéi ndo hién con hoat dong khong? Néu
€0, nhitng ngéi chia nay cé con lién hé voi cdc chi phdi Cao
Bai khong? Trong nhitng ngoi chiia nay, cé ngoi nao da hodc
dang tho Tién Thién Pai Dao hay Dao Nguyén khong?

Theo su suu tfAm ciia cdc nha khai dao thi truéc nim 1925, c6
nhitng ngodi chua nay :

Chua Miéu Né6i & Bén Cit Gia Dinh, dan dém 30/07/1923, do
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Ngai Tao Qudc Cuu gidng co day vé su xuét hién dao Cao Dai trong d6
c6 cau: "Chu nhu ¢6 phude, c¢6 duyén, nén méi gap Pao mé ky nay laky
thitba Hitu duyén ddc ngd Tam Ky do”.

Chuia Ngoc Hoang & Dakao Saigon, dan 2/9/1923, do Ngai Hué
Quang Dai D€ gidng co day c6 cau nhu vay : "Hué Phdt Tam Ky Dao di
khai ..."

Chuia Cung Toan Hoa (6 Trung hoa) do c4c ddng Ton Ngo Khong
(1923), Khéng Tir (1924) va Théi At (1924) ciing da bao trudc cé dao
Cao Dai ¢ Viét Nam.

Trong thoi ky khai Pao, nam 1926-1927, c6 céc chua Phat nhu
Vinh Nguyén Tu (Saigon), Trudng Sanh Tur (Can Giudc), Ho6i Phuée Tu
(Can Giuoc), Phude Linh Tu va cu6i cing 1a Tir Lam Tu (G0 Kén - Tay
Ninh).

Ngoai ra, trong thdi k¥ nay cdn c6 ddu vét sy gidng tran cla céic
ddng Than Linh tai Tam Tong Miéu (Minh Ly) cdc dan Minh Thién
(Thit Dau M6t), Minh Su (Hanh Thong Tay - Gia Dinh) va Minh Téan
(Saigon).

Trong nhitng ngoi chda ké trén, hién cc chiia Minh Ly, Minh S,
Minh Tan d3 lién lac chat ché va c6 thé xem nhu 12 nhimg Thénh That
Cao Dai. Con céc chila khéc thi hoac trd lai ctia Phat gido nhu Tir Lam
Tu, chiia Ngoc Hoang, Miéu N6i v.v... khong con lién lac gi v6i dao Cao
Dai nira.

Vét tich vé su gidng tran cta chu vi Than Linh & cdc ng6i chua
nay con duoc ghi 1 trong Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén do Toa Thanh Tay
Ninh xuat ban.

B.25 C6 mot phén r6 rét cia dao Ldo trong su hinh thanh cua Dai
Pao Tam Ky Phé D9, dé la nhém Tuyét Céc. Nguoitin do Cao
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Dai phéi hop viéc dung nga coc (ké cd viéc uéng bia, mot thirc
uéng duoc xem nhu khéong phdi la ruou) véi y niém cua nhom

Tuyét Céc nhu thé nao?

Tuyét Cdc chi 12 danh xung ctia m6t nhém ngudi hinh nhu di tu
theo mét mén phéi nao d6, n€u khéng phai 12 mot nhém ngudi mat tri da
hanh dong theo duc vong ngéng nghénh cta minh, tuy cé chiit it hoi
ham chinh tri nhu viéc ho d€n dinh Toan Quyén doi tra nuéc Viét Nam
sau d6 thi ty nhién tiéu tan di, khong c6 nghia gi véi su ti€n trién nén dao
Cao Dai trong su qui hgp Lio gido ca.

Du tu theo Vo Vi hay thugc phan Phé D6, ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai

van ton trong sy nu6i dudng co thé xem nhu mot phan t6i can cho sur tu
luyén, khong thé nhin an duoc.

B.26 Lam thé nao dé hinh thanh quan niém cho rang bia khong phdi
larugu? Valam sao vira cam ding ruou lai vica cing ruou trén
ban tho? Lam thé nao dé gidi thich cdu "ruou la Khi" theo y
niém vé Tinh, Khi, Thén (Tam bdo)?

Danh tr Ruou trong Ngil gi6i c&m chi mét kich thich t6 c6 thé
lam cho con ngudi hén mé, hoic khong con tinh tdo, sdng su6t. Chicdm
dung rugu khi nio con ngudi loi dung n6 dé€ say sua cuong loan, chit
khong phai cdm trong moi trudng hop. Bia la mot chat rugu nhe chi kich
thich tam than con ngudi mot khi ding qu4 dg. Cho nén viéc sit dung
ruou hay bia d€ tiéu héa hiing ngay thi khong phai nim trong luat giGi
cdm nita. Viéc ding ruou dé cling 1€ 12 mot tap tyc tir xua nay clia nguoi
Dong phuong, khong phai chi noi Cao Pai méi cé.

Trong nhitg budi cing 1€ ciia A Pong, thudng c6 nhimg 1€ vat
nhu Ruou tuong trung cho Khi, Bong tuong trumg cho Tinh, Tra tugng
trung cho Than, d6 1a ba biru vat lam dong co sanh héa noi Con Ngudi.
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Theo tuong truyén & phan Vo Vi, ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu c6 lan giang cho
dé tur biét raing Ban Tho 12 tuong hinh Con Ngudi trong d6 c6 di cic bo
phan, ¥ nghia cling nhu di néi & trén. Cho nén, Ngai c6 néi rd tho Troi
tic 1a tho Ngudi vay.

B.27 Khdi niém vé Tinh, Khi, Than déu duoc tim thdy trong Ldo gido
va thuong duoc lién hé véi nhiing thuc nghiém chiing tinh
(sexual practices) dé hé tro cho su tdn héa linh hon cua timg cd
nhdn. Trong dao Cao Pai cé chi phdi nao cé nhitng thuc nghiém
tuwong tu khong? Néu khong, lam sao dé gidi thich vé viéc dd co
thoi cé nhitng don dai vé nhitg thuc nghiém ké trén?

Trong phap tu V6 Vi ciia dao Cao Dai, nhiing khi 1y gidi ciing c6
n6i dén van dé nay la Tinh Khi Than, qua kinh Dai Thira Chon Gido. Vé
phin Phé Do, khi néi dén Nhi X4c Than, dic Cao Dai ciing di de cap
dén su qui gom Tam Biru méi thanh duge Dao. Ching t6i khong 16 vé
thirc nghiém chiing tinh noi Lao gido nhu cau hoi da de cap, nén xin
mién tra 10i phan nay.

B.28 C6 phdi cdc Thin Linh duoc cdu gidng co dé dén dén su xudt
hién ciia mét vi Than Linh ddc biét nao dé, hay cdc Thdn Linh
chi tu minh gidng dan ma thoi?

Thudng nhimg buéi cu dan, sau khi doc bai ciu, c6 mot Than
Linh nhd gidng xu6ng truéc bdo dan (bdo c6 Than Linh 16n hon gidng
dan). Sau d6, cdc vi Than tiép tuc gidng va ty gii thiéu v6i nhau vao
dan, khong phan 16n nhd. Ciing c6 nhﬁ'ng'dén co khong c6 bdo dan, nhu
dan co thudc phan Vo Vi.

Ciing nén biét ring trong ¥ niém ctia phan Vo6 Vi vé Thén Linh,
thi noi c6i V6 Hinh khong phan chia ding c4p. Trong mot chuyén du
lich Ta Lon, khi chu dé ti cia dic Ng6 Minh Chiéu cho rang Thanh
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Hoang Bén Canh 1a mot vi Than Linh nhé, ditc Ngo da giai thich rang su
cao thip 16n nhé chi la do quan niém cta thé gian ma thoit.

B.29 C6 bao gio cac Than Linh giing hién nhu mét ldn é-te hay
bang mot hinh dang tréng thdy ré trong nhiig buéi co dan
khéng?

Théan Linh chi gidng noi ngudi déng tir bing mét lin Thién Dién
(Fluide divin) chit khong phai bing hinh ngudi trong thdy dugc. Theo
kinh nghiém ngudi viét nhiing giong ndy di ting 1am dong tir thi lin
Thién Di€n mt diu nhap vao dan noi ma ngudi dong tir ¢6 thé cim thay
16 rét, nhung khong trong thdy lin Thién Dién 4y nhu thé nao. Tuy nhién
c6 mot diéu xdy ra cho t6i 12 vao nim 1948, tai mot Thanh That & Trung
Viét, 16i da thdy rd Thién Nhan hinh hién day hao quang sdng chéi cach
t6i khoang 3 thudc truc mit khi t6i sdp sira ngdi vao ghé dé pho loan.
Ba an nhu th€ da xay ra trong doi lam dong tir ciia t6i vao nam 1948.

B.30 C6 bao gio dong tit néi ra Thanh Ngon khi dang viét xuong
khong? Cé bao gio Thanh Ngon duoc nhdn ngodi cdach diing
ngoc co khong?

Viéc gidng co trong dao Cao Pai xay ra theo nhiéu céch hodc
Thén Linh gidng vao tay dé viét ra (gidng thu), hoac Than Linh gidng
vao tai d€ nghe ma viét ra (giang nhi), hoédc Than Linh gidng vao mat dé
nhin thdy ma viét ra (gidng nhin), hoac Thin Linh gidng vao tam tri dé
thodng hién dén ma viét ra nhu chinh ngudi dong tir nghi dén (gidng
tam). Trudng hop sau nay thi nhigu hon. Trudng hop dong tir néi (khai
khéu) ciing thudng cé.

Ngoai phuong phép ding ngoc co (thi c0) con c6 phuong phép
chip but. Theo cédch sau nay thi ngudi dong ti cam cay viét (thudng la

t Xin xem Lich S0 Bgo Cao Dai - Phiin V5 Vi - cUa Péng Tan
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cdy viét chi) roi khi c6 Than Linh gidng xudng, viét vao miéng gidy dé
truéc mat. Nhung theo kinh nghiém thi thd co thudng ti€p dugc tron
Thién Dién hon.

B.31 C6 Thdn Linh nao chuyén théng céng mot loai Thanh Ngon
nao do, hay nhitng Thanh Ngon véi mét néi dung nao do hay
khong? Chdng han nhu cé Thdn Linh nao thuong thong cong
vé ludt Pao, hay vé té chitc hanh chanh cia Pao khong?

Khong ¢6 Than Linh nao dugc giao phé nhitng nhiém vu dac biét
nhu di néu ra, nhung tiy theo phdm vi va phin hanh ciia méi vi ma su
gidng co day Dao dugc minh dinh 16 rét. Vidu nhu ditc Ly Bach hién 1a
Gido Téng clia dao Cao Dai nén chinh Ngai gidng co ban nhiing dao
Nghi Dinh, va nhitng luat 1& thuéc hanh chdnh dao. Ngoai ra, cic Than
Linh khéng c6 phin hanh do difc Cao Dai chi dinh thi khi gidng co chi
day viéc dao phd thong ma thoi.

B.32 Tirtrudc dén nay, cé chi phdi nao duwoc nhitng Than Linh chuyén
gidng day nhitng Thanh Ngon vé mot diém chu yéu nao do, thi
du: néi gido tam truyén, ngoai gido cong truyén, chong thuc
ddn, hodc dua ra nhiing ludt Ié hanh chdnh ton gido hay khong?
Cé vi Than Linh nao ddc biét gidng co 6 mot chi phdi nao do
ma khéng gidng co & nhiing phdi khdc, mét hinh thitc nhu vi
Thén Linh hé mang tai dé khong?

Tuy céc chi phdi dd ding dong tl riéng biét, nhung cic Than Linh
déu gidng co khong phan biét chi phéi ndo ca. Tuy nhién, tly theo dac
tinh ctia mi chi ph4i ma Than Linh ciing da gidng day khéic nhau. Nhu
phan Vo6 Vi thi chi c6 didc Cao Dai gidng day chi bao su tu luyén cho chu
dé tir Vo Vi, khong hé néi dén chuyén gi khdc. Con & phan Phé D6 thi
tiy theo hoan canh va sinh hoat ma chu vi Than Linh da gidng day
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nhiing bai co theo hoan canh sinh hoat tai dé.
Riéng c6 chi Minh Thién, truéc khi thanh dao Cao Dai trong nhitng

lan ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu dén cau thudc cho ba me - khoang 1917-1918

thi dic Quan Théanh va chu vi Than Linh anh hiing cta lich s Viét
Nam thudng gidng day nhiing bai néi vé chinh tri yéu nuégc, khién thoi
bay git nhitng nha tri thic dan toc tim dén rat dong. Tuy nhién, phong
trao nay da tit lim ngay sau khi ngudi dong tt clia chi nay khéng lam
dugc nira, trudge 1926.

B.33 Phdn su cia nguoi dong tit trong phin Pho Dé co giong trong
phdn V6 Vi khong? C6 phdi méi phdi cé cd hai loai dong tik va
dong tiz cho cd hai phin Vo Vi va Pho Pé déu két hop chit ché
khong? Cdc dong tit c6 duoc Than Linh ddc biét tuyén chon
cho méi ky dan khong?

N6i vé phéan sy thi ngudi dong tir 12 ngudi théng ngon cho Vo
Hinh nén dit & V6 Vi hay Phé Do, ciing khong c6 gi khic nhau. Tay
theo t6 chiic, méi phdi c6 nhing cap dong tirriéng cho phédi minh. Trong
phan Phé D, nhitng nam dau khai dao, céc dong tir duge ditc Cao Dai
chi dinh phan hanh cia minh. Vi du hai 6ng Cao Quynh Cu va Pham
Cong Tac thi chuyeén vé co 1ap Pao, hai o6ng Nguyén Trung Hau va
Truong Hiru Difc thi chuyén vé co phap, cdn hai 6ng My Ngoc va Cao
Hoai Sang thi chuyén vé co Phé D¢ v.v... Sau nay, & c4c chi phdi thi
ngudi dong tr do ban Noi T4 qui dinh viéc ti€p nhan Thénh N gon, co ky
dan cho ndi vu, c6 k¥ dan cho phé théng, nhung ciing chinh ngudi dong
tir d6 ngoi.

B.34 Muc dich cua 5 nguoi hoat dong trong méi ky dan la gi? Nhiém
vu ciia cdp dong ti, ciia phdp su, cia dién ky, cua doc gid? Cé
phdi ho déu la nhitng nguoi tiép dién linh khong? Néu Than
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Linh khéong khirmng nap mot trong nhimg nguoi nay nhu truong
hop ong Sdc, cé phdi nguoi éy sé vinh vién khong duoc nhdn
lanh phdn hanh nao nita hay khong?

Dong tir ti€p dién tryc tiép cia Than Linh. Phap su chuyén phan
chi tri cho budi dan, 1am cdc phép trir sy xam nhap cta ta ma trudc khi
lap dan va lam phép goi dong tir day sau khi di€n linh xuét ra. Dién ky
12 ngudi ghi chép lai theo nhiing gi dong ti di viét hay dd ndira. Luon
luén nhitng ngudi ¢6 phan su trong dan déu chiu mét phién anh hudng
ciia dién linh xam nhép noi nguoi dong tir. Ngudi dong tir trdi 1énh c6
thé bi phat hitu hinh nhu trudng hop ong Tran Phong Sic bi binh nhan
tien hoac néu dong tir phan lai 16i the buong 13i khich bac co biit c6 thé
bi moi su khong may dén cho minh ngay khi con s6ng. Trong dao Cao
Dai, trudng hop nay thudng x4y ra, vi du nhu nhitg ngudi nhu the s& bi
dién, bi déi réch, bi gia dinh 14m chuyén réc r6i tén thuong danh du cho
ho v.v... L& c6 nhién, nhitng ngudi di bi phat khong bao git con lam
dong tr dugc nira.

Ciing nén biét riing c6 phat t4t c6 thudng trong cudc doi cia nhing
dong t&r. Cho nén nhitng ngudi nao dugc an hué V6 Hinh thi lai trd nén
sdng sudt ky la. C6 thé trd thanh nhitmg nha van, nha tho, hay nhimg
triét gia, hay nhimg nhan vat k¥ tai khic mac da hoc thifc khong bao
nhiéu va truéc khi 1am dong ti ho khong c6 mot kha nang gi dé c6 thé
néi sau nay ho dugc nhu vay ca.

Cho nén, phai néi trong dao Cao Dai, do6ng tir 1a mot y&u t6 quan
trong, 1am nén cdi Pao ciing mot phan do ho ma lam hu cdi Dao ciing
phin 16n do ho ma ra. Nhung khi ho thi hanh phén su thi khong ai 16,
cho dén khi ho khong con 1am viéc nita thi viéc ho bi thudng hay phat

méi cho biét rd diéu nay.

B.35 Pitc Ngo ché ra nhitng bua phép linh duoc dé chita binh cho ba
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me. Ngai hay nhitng nha khai dao khdc cé thuc hién nhitng
phuong thuéc nay dé chita cho nguoi bénh khdc khong? Néu
¢6 thi 0 mitc dé nao? Cdc phuong thuéc dy hiéu nghiém thé
nao? Co phdi nhitng phuong thuéc nay dugc Théan Linh gidng
day qua co but khong? Cé phdi chi cé o nhitng chia Trung Hoa
va trude khi Pao thanh lgp mdi c6 nhitng buéi dan co nhu thé?
C6 nguoi nao trong nhém van tiép tuc cho thuéc nhu vdy sau
khi dao Cao Dai thanh hinh khéong?

Dau tién phai cai chinh lai 12 ditc Ngo khong ché ra bua phép linh
duoc dé trj binh cho me. Khi me Ngai bi binh, Ngai c6 1én dan co Minh
Thién & Thi Dau M6t dé€ cau binh cho ba I4n d3u tién, co cho thudc vé
udng, ba cu khoi binh, nhung Ian sau co khéng cho thudc, néi vudn
thuéc clia Phat T6 da bi tr6c g6ct nén cu ba phai lia tran. Sau dé, vio
khodng nam 1919, Ngai méi cing m6t nhém céc 6ng Minh Su lap ra
mot dan co & Tan An d€ cho thude dan ching. Thudng thi co chi cho
nhiing phuong thudc thong thudng nhung céc binh nhan u6ng vao thi hét
bénh. Nhém co biit nay khong phai & chiia Trung Hoa ma tai mot tu gia
ctia ong Bo Tho & Tan An. Moi viéc déu xay ra truéc khi ditc N g6 duoc
linh d6i ra Phi Quéc - nam 1920. Tir dy dén nay khong con ai tiép tuc
cong viéc nhu thé ca.

B.36 Susdn xudt cdc bia phép lam thudc do phéin dnh huong nhitng
hoat dong ctia nhém Phdt Thiy Tay An mién trung Viét Nam.
Co su tiép xiic gi giita nhitng nha khai dao Cao Dai, nhiing vi
ma trudc dé da theo dao Phdt, véi nhém Bizu Son Ky Huong
khong?

Nhém Phat Gido Biru Son Ky Huong méi xust hién sau khi dao
Cao Dai thanh hinh chénh thé cong khai v6i quéc dan nam 1926. Nhimg
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nha khai dao Cao Dai khong phai la nhitng ngudi da theo dao Phat trude
d6 ma chi 1a nhilng ngudi luong thién theo truyén thong tin ngudng cua
Viét Nam trong su tho cling 6ng ba ma théi. Khong cé su ti€p xic hay
lién lac gi gitta dao Cao Dai véi Biru Son Ky Huong ca. Khéng ¢6 nhém
Phat gido nguyén thily nao lién hé vdi trung viét ca.

B.37 C¢ lién hé gi giita nguoi tin do Cao Dai véi Phdt Gido Hoa
Hdo?
Trudong hop nhém Phat Gido Hda Hao ciing nhu Biru Son Ky
Huong, dao Cao Dai da cong khai truéc nén khong c6 lién hé gi v6i cic
t6 chidc d6 ca.

B.38 C6 bao gio bua chit dugc ché héa ra dé cdnh cdo nguoi Phdp
thwe dén khéng? Cé bao gio bia chu duoc ché dé chong lai
nhimmg su dan dp khéong?

Dao Cao Dai dat nén tang trén phuong dién chinh tin khoa hoc,
nén khong hé c6 su x&t dung hay ch€ héa biia phép nhu dadera. D6ivéi
ngudi Phap lic bdy gi®, nguoi tin do6 Cao Dai khong t6 vé chong doi
nhung chi biét 1am theo diing dao 1y nhu 15 Thénh huén vé phan xir thé
d6i véi gia dinh, qudc gia cling nhu nhan loai. Nguoi Phdp cho d6 1a
mot phuong thitc canh tinh dong loai tiéu cuc va c6 tam tiéu diét bang
cach dan 4p nhung khéng duogc.

B.39 Nhu dd néu trén, dao Cao Dai thira nhdn co su ton tai cua ma
quy. C6 ma quy ndo tuong to nhu Satan khong? Cé liic nao cac
loai ma quy nay nhdp co dan khong?

C6 su hién dién clia quy ma noi thé gi6i Vo Hinh ciing nhu c6 su
hién dién ctia Than Linh. Thinh Ngon con day ¢6 nhitng loai quy ma du
phap thuat cao k¥, c6 thé 1am bét cit diéu gi ngoai trir cdi ngai cia Thugng
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Dé& ching khong ddm da dong dén ma thoi. Chiing thudng hay xudt hién
moéi khi Than Linh vang dang d€ qudy phd ngudi thé gian. Doi khi do tai
nghiét clia nguoi song da tich liiy tir bao doi. Ciing c6 khi do Thuong
DE€ thir thach dic tin vi dao cua tin do.

Thanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén cé ghi nhu sau :

"Cao Dai ... Nhimg sy pham tuc déu la muu ké cia Ta Mi yéu qudi
cot dé ngan tré buéc duomg Chdanh Dao cua cdc con. Nhitng co muu quy
quyét dy do linh Thdy diing dé'thit cdc con. Thdy da néi Théy da thd mét
lii hé lang & 16n cung cdc con; né hdng thira dip ma cdn xé cdc con, song
trudc Thdy da cho cdc con mdc mot bg thiét gidp chiing né chdng hé
thdy dang la dao ditc cia cdc con ..."t

Dia c6 ma quy ty nhién phéi c6 Chia Quy, Satan c6 that nhu céc
kinh séch da néi. Nhing co dan thudng hay bi ta mi quay phd méi khi
ngudi phdp su tran dan khong ky ludng nhu trudng hop di xay ra & Go
Kén - Tay Ninh, ngay 1é khai Dao nam 1926. Nhiing sy kién ta nhap nay
thuong dugc phit gidc lién do nhitng c chi va hanh dong ta quéi cta
ching. L€ cg nhién, nhiing diéu ching chi din phai dugc chdm dit
ngay.

B.40 Khi mgt tin do Cao Pai chét, ho c6 phdi tré lai thé gian néu ho
chua dat dugc mirc dp tdn héa diy dii khong? Néu khong, ho
c6 thé duong nhién tré thanh mot Than Linh dé gidng co khong?
Tay theo trinh d6 tdn héa trén thé gian truée khi chét, nguoi tin
do Cao Dai sé dugc phdam vi gi (thi du Thdn hay Thdnh) va lam
sao biét dugc diéu nay?

Tay theo mdi phian V6 Vi hay Phé Do ma su t4n héa linh hon cia
ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai dugc qui dinh & c6i V6 Hinh.

t  THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN - Thdnh Ngon 7/8/1926 - trang 35
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Ve phan V6 Vi, ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai, néu tu ding phdp mén, sé
dugc ching qua Tién Vi. Khi liéu Dao, ho con nguyén thé xic diu dang
va § thé tinh toa, an ching m& Thién Nhan (nghia 12 con mit trdi mé
rong tinh anh nhu mat ngudi s6ng, nhu ditc Ngo di c6). Sau d6, ho duoc
phép vé co.

Ve phin Phé Do, ngudi tin dd Cao Dai sau khi chét tity theo cong
qua clia minh ma s& dugc phdm vi Thdnh hay Than, nhung chi dugc
hudng phuéc & cdi V6 Hinh mot thoi roi lai phai dau thai xuéng thé dé tu
cho thanh Pao. Béi 1€ néu khong c6 bi phdp tam truyén thi khong thé
thanh Pao dén co6i Niét Ban.

B.41 Cé vi Nit Thin quan trong nao khdc ngoadi Quan Am va Phat
Mdu khong? Va vi dy c6 gidng co khong? Nit tin do Cao Dai
ciing cé thé tro thanh Than Linh gidng co khong? Cdc vi Nit
Thén c6 khd ndng gidang truyén bdt ky loai Thanh Ngon nao
hay chi gidi han trong nhiing phan thuéc khd ndang cdc vi ma
théi? Khi cdc vi gidng co thi gidng xudng dong ém hay dong
duong? Néu Than Linh thudc duong nhu Ly Bach, nguoi dong
tir nao thu nhén Thanh Ngén?

Ve cdc vi Nit Thin, ngoai ditc Phat Miu va Quan Am, con c6
nhiéu vi nita doi khi ciing gidng co nhur cdc vi Thanh Nit g6c tin dd hoac
c4c bac nit luu trén thé gidi : Ba Trung, Ba Triéu, Jeanne d'Arc v.v... vén
thudng gisng co va day Dao cho nit phdi nhu céc vi bén Nam. Néu truy
fam tir ngly khai nguyén méi Dao thi chinh cdc vi Nir Tién & Diéu Tri
Cung lanh phan su diu dit cdc nha khai dao (phan Phé D6) vao dudng tu
tién sau nay"’.

Khi gi4ng co, cdc vi Nit Than ciing gidng xuéng dong duong vi
dong duong 12 vai trd chinh cla co biit, con dong 4m chi phu luc cho
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dong duong ma théi. Du 14 Ly Bach hay bat cit vi Than Linh nao cling
gidng dién xuéng dong duong dé ngudi nay ¢6 Chon Thén tiép thu ma
viét ra Thanh Ngon. Cho nén dong am mudn thanh dong duong thi phai
tap duot lai tir dau.

B.42 Dong tit duong va dong tw dm c6 phdn su khdc nhau nhie thé
nao? Lam sao ho cé thé biét duoc dic tinh ctia ho? Do kinh

nghiém hay ho duoc thé gi¢i vo hinh cho biét?

Nhu da trd 161 & trén (cau B.41) dong duong va dong 4m c6 phan
su hoan toan khic nhau : dong duong 1a noi ti€p nhén hoan toan Thién
Dién, con dong 4m chi phu cho Thién Dién 1am viéc noi déng duong ma
thoi. Trong khi tap duot, mbi ngudi déng tir déu biét vai trd ctia minh dé
lam viéc sau ndy. Khong phai Thé giéi V6 Hinh di cho biét nhu thé.
Thuong thi trong khi dugc chon, co biit da chi dinh vai trd ctia méi ngudi
trude khi tap dugt roi.

B.43 C6 thé nao mot nguoi dong tir bén Phé P nhin Thdnh Ngon
gidng day cho mon do phdn Vo Vi khéng? Néu cé, ho cé thé
hiéu dugc nhitng Thénh Ngon Gy khong? Pong tit Vo Vi cé
dugc xem la cao cdp hon, nhay dién hon, hodc minh hon dong
tiz phin Pho Do khong?

Sukién nay dd xay ra vao nam 1935 tai dan Cho Lén thude phan
V6 Vi. Bén V6 Vinh4n biét bai Thanh Ngén 12 diing v6i Thién ¥ néu 16
chi day khong sai v6i di ngon clia ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu buéi sinh tien'.

Ve dac tinh ctia dong tir thi di V6 Vi hay Phé Do, ho khong khic
nhau vé vai trd théng ngén cho V6 Hinh, nhung khic nhau vé dac tinh
va cong phu tu luyén. Ngudi dong tir Phé Do ciing phai tri trai thi giGi
- nhat 1a phai an chay trudng - nhu bén Vé Vi, chi khong luyén dao theo
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bi phap nhur dong ti V6 Vi ma th6i. Nhung néu ti€p dugc Thién Dién thi
hai phan dong tir déu nhu nhau vé d6 cao, d6 nhay dién hay vé phuong
dién minh man d€ nhan Thanh § mot cach hoan toan.

B.44 Tai sao Hugo va Jeanne d'Arc la nhitng vi Thdn Linh Tay
phuong chinh yéu? Tai sao nhiing nha dai hién triét Tdy phuong
nhu St. Augustine, Aquinas, Mill, Locke, Wittgenstein v.v...
khong duoc nhu thé?

Su gidng thé ctia cdc vi Thin Linh thudng khong do su ngdu nhién
ma phai do su cadm tng giita nhing ngudi hau dan co va Than Linh lién
hé. Hugo va Jeanne d'Arc gi4dng co diu tién trong nhiing trudng hop dé
chiing minh cho ngudi Phdp hiu dan co lic bdy gid thdy 16 vai trd cia
ngudi Ty phuong (nam ciing nhu nif). Sukién nay cho thdy rang noi thé
gi6i Than Linh khong phan biét dia phuong nhu ngudi 6 thé gian phan
biét mau da sic t6c ma sinh ra thd hin chién tranh. Céc nha hién triét tay
phuong, dii c6 danh tiéng & khdp thé gian, nhung noi ¢di V6 Hinh khéc
han. Néu cdc nha hién triét kia khoéng c6 mifc d6 tu hoc hay tu gidc hoac
luyén dao thich nghi véi mitc hoc héi ciia ngudi hu dan thi khong c6
cim dé c6 ing. Ma khong c6 cam tng thi khong c6 sy xudt hién cia
Than Linh.

B.45 Lam sao nguvi ta biét dugc réng chi nhiing Than Linh cdp thép
mdi gidng xuong nhiing budi xdy ban?

Diéu nay 1a mot sy kién lich sir trong dao Cao Pai. Khi x4y ban
ditc Cao Dai ciing c6 gidng day, nhung v6i danh higu AAA va xung 1a
ngudi ban clia cic 6ng x4y ban ma théi’. Cho mii dén khi sap khai dao,
céc nif tién, nhu That nuong, vén ciing tu xung nhu nhimg linh hon
ngudi thudng tir truéc méi bio cic 6ng xay ban la phai tim cho duoc
ngoc co thi méi c6 Phat Méu va dic Cao Dai gidng day. Tur dé, sau khi
+ Xin xem Lich S0 Bao Cao Dai - Phiin Phd D - cUa Bdng Tan
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da tim dugc ngoc co thi cic 6ng khong diing cdch xay ban nita.

B.46

Mot chirc sdc giit mot chitc vu nao dé trong dao c6 phdi nhdn
lanh trach nhiém do tron doi khéong ? Viéc bdu cu cdc hang
chitc sac duoc tién hanh nhu thé nao?

biéu nay chia thanh hai phan khéc nhau ro rét:

phan V6 Vi khong c6 chic sic. Tt ca nhitng mon dé déu binh
déng nhu nhau trong su tu hoc. D4a tu theo phédp moén V6 Vi tiic 1a
hién tron ddi vi truée khi tho chon truyén phai 1ap dai nguyén do
tan ching sanh khi thanh dao.

phin Phd Do, mudn trd thanh chitc sic phii qua thdi ki 1am tin do
r0i sau mot thdi gian cong qua tu hoc s& duge bau cir vio hang
chic sic theo luat dao (thuoc Ciu Tring Dai) ngoai trir ¢6 co
phong thi ho méi khéi qua nhimg luat dé. Tiy theo phdm vi, cdc
chic sdc c6 thé phé€ doi hanh dao theo 15i nguyén hoac trong thoi
gian hoac tron doi.

B.47

Tai Tdy Ninh hay tai cdc Thanh Thdt cia nhing chi phdi khdc,
¢6 vi Than Linh ndo chinh khong? Vi Thén Linh nay cé6 khdc
biét giita cdc phdi khéng?

Trong dao Cao Dai thudc phan Phé Do, da & Tay Ninh hay & céc

chi phdi khéc, ngoai ditc Cao Dai 1 Gido chii con c6 dic Ly Théi Bach
duong kim Gi4o Tong trong Dao, c6 di moi quyén han diéu dong Hoi
Théanh nhu phin hanh da dinh. Cc chi phéi thay déu nhin nhan nhu vay.

B.48
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Tuy theo su xit dung & mé6i noi ma mébi Hoi Thanh c6 moét quan
niém riéng biét vé viéc nay. Nhu & Tay Ninh thi céc vi khai dao ngay
trude hién van tha ngoc co tuy da rat luéng tudi. 3 Bén Tre thi khéng
dung ngoc co nita nén khoéng c6 dong tir. Con cic noi khic nhu Tién
Thién hay Truyén Gido déu cé dung ngoc co riéng véi dong tir riéng.
Kh()ﬁg dau la quan trong hon dau ca.

B.49 Trudc khi tré thanh Gido Tong, ong Pham Cong Tdc cé phdi la
mdt dong tu khong? Va trong khi tai vi, 6ng co con giit trach
nhiém dong tu khong?

Ong Pham Céng T#c khong phai 1a Gido Téng (nhu sdch Histoire
et Philosophie du Caodaisme da dich Pope 1a khong diing). Ong ciing
khong phai 12 Gi4o chii ctia dao Cao Dai (vi chi c6 ditc Cao Dai mdi la
Gi4o chi ma thoi). Ong chi 1a H6 phép titc chdp chudng quyen tu phép
thuéc Hiép Thién Dai ciia phdi Tay Ninh ma thoéi. Dt & phan hanh Ho
phdp, 6ng vin thudng ding ngoc co hay chép biit nhu truée.

B.50 Con s6'9 (béisé cua 3) quan trong ra sao trong nhiing dién bién
lién tuc cia vdt thé? Tai sao con s6' 7 huyén bi lai khong dugc
nhu thé?

Theo nhimg truyén thuyét déng phuong, ngudi ta cho rang con s6
9 1 con s6 Khai Thién Lap Dia. Ngay mong 9 thiang Giéng am lich la
ngay via ditcc Thugng D€, c6 nghia la ngay dic Thuong bé dugc nhan
loai ca tung nhu vi Chia Té Vi Tru. Phai chang nhu thé c6 nghia la
Thuong D€ da khai séng Can Khon Vii Tru trong thoi gian 9 ngay? Diéu
ndy chiing ta 1am sao bi€t dugc. Nhung c6 mét ditu moi ngudi biét 16 1a
con s6 1 va con s6 3 rdt c6 nghia trong dao phdp. Cha thé ma dic Ngo
Minh Chiéu di xir dung con s6 4y vao nhiing vat dung trong nha. Vidu
nhu Ngai sim mot ci ban v6i ba cdi gh€ chit khong he c6 s6 chan. Hay
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nhimg s6 1é 1a s6 thudc duong thi cling khé ai c6é thé xic dinh duoc.
Ciing khong hiéu tai sao con s6 7 lai it duoc nhic t6i va d6 1a con s6 di
dugc xtr dung & Thién Chia gido va An Do giso.

B.51 Khi ldp vi, Hé phdp c6 mét cdi gidng ma xit, vét nay cé ¥ nghia
gi?

Deém 22 rang 23/4/1926, dic Cao Dai 1ap vi Ho phdp cho 6ng
Pham Cong Téc khi 6ng con méac au phuc, ditc Cao Dai c6 biéu 6ng Lich
- mot nhan vat quan trong bac nhi lic bdy git géc ngudi Minh Pudng -
vi€t mot 14 phit Gidng Ma Xir dua cho 6ng T4c cam. Nhu vay, 14 ph
Gidng Ma Xu c6 y nghia vé phan dao phdp thin bi ma cdc nha dao hoc
dong phuong thudng ding trong viéc trdn dan & ky 1€ ciing kién chang?

B.52 Ong ciing cim 6 tay trdi mot chudi hot (Buddhist trosary) biéu
hién cho quyén uy tinh thin cia 6ng. Nhung tay trdi thuéc am,
tai sao bén trdi lai img hop véi quyén ndng tinh thin?

Theo c4c nha dao hoc Déng phurong thi bén trai thudc Duong, bén
phai thuéc Am. Duong la phan biéu hién céi dong cia Trdi Dat. Cho
nén, moi quyén nang sing tao déu noi Duong ma ra, tic 12 tir bén trai (ta
ché khong phai hitu) nhu di néi. ’

B.53 Thuong nguoi ta cho ring nhimg nguoi cé thé hdp thu duoc
phdn siéu nhién la tré vi thanh nién va dan ba. Trong dao Cao
Dai c¢6 dung nhitng nhém nguéi nay trong bé phdn dong tu
khong? Néu khong, tai sao?

N6i ve lich sir thi dao Cao Dai tir khai nguyén chi c6 dong tir dan
Ong nhu dong tir Ngung thu6c phan V6 Vi va qui ong Cu, Tac, Sang,
Hau, Dic, Nghia v.v... thuoc phan Phé Do. Sau nay & cic chi phdi méi
dung thanh thi€u nit 1am d6ng ti chi khong ding dan ba. Cong viéc
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vain khong gi khic véi dong t nam, nhung c¢6 moét ditu 1a nhitng dong tr
nit thudng gap trd ngai trong cong vu bit thuong.

B.54 Aiva cdi gila ma quy trong dao Cao Dai? Trong van kién vé 1é
Khai Dao 24/11/1926 c6 néi dén su réi loan trong dip 1é khdnh
thanh Thdnh Thdt Go Kén? Céu chuyén bén trong nhitng roi
ram nay la gi?

Vao ngay 1& Khai Dao (24/11/1926) tai Tir Lam Tu & Go Kén, ky
1ap dan bi ma quy khudly pha'. Viéc nay cé nhiéu giai thich khéc nhau:

Cic nha khai dao du6i quyén 6ng Lé Van Trung thi cho ring viéc
lap dan di c6 qua dong ngudi tham du nén mét ton nghiém, lai do phap
su khong 1am k¥ ludng nén ta ma c6 thé xam nhap vao dugc. Ta ma hay
yéu quy day c6 nghia 12 nhimg hon ma & ¢5i V6 Hinh c6 that chit khong
phadi 1a nhitng bién ching ctia ngudi thé gian.

Theo ditc Ngoé Minh Chiéu thi vi qui 6ng néu trén da t6 chuc 1é
Khai Pao qué sém nén budi 1€ méi quy ma qudy phd, chinh ditc Ngo da

biét trudc viéc nay*.

B.55 B¢ kinh cia Trung Hoa dugc diung trong dao Cao Dai trudc
ndm 1935 khi nhitng kinh dién méi dugc ban truyén cé con
dioc xit dung khong? Nhitmg kinh dé phdt xudt tit Minh S,
Minh Puong hay Minh Ly? Tai sao ditng nhiing kinh dy?

Trong céc kinh chit nho c6 bai kinh xung tung Thuong D€ (Ngoc
Hoang Biru Cdo) 12 do ditc Ngé Minh Chiéu duoc Vo6 Hinh truyén day
(hinh nhu géc & Minh Su). Con cdc kinh khic nhu Thich gido, Khong
gido, Lo gido thi khong biét tir dau, sau nay bén Phdé D6 méi dem ra
diing ciing nguon goc tir Trung Hoa. Nhung ngay tir nhilng nam dau
khai dao di c6 linh V6 Hinh béo céc nha khai dao dén thinh kinh chir
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quéc ngit do dong tir & Minh Ly tiép co viét ra. Ly do cua su xir dung
déu nam trong su ban truyén ciia Thanh Ngon.

B.56 Quyén hanh cua Héi Thanh mét chi phdi Cao Pai déi vdi cdac
Thdnh That dia phuong hay nhitng chi nhdanh duoc thira nhdn
thuéc loai nao va o mitc dé nao? Vidu Tdy Ninh déi véi Tam Ky
Phé Dé ¢ Pa Nang hay nhém Tuyét Coc?.

Hién nay cdc chi phdi Cao Dai khong c6 lién hé gi vé mat t6 chitc
ca. M&i noi déu sinh hoat riéng r&, doc 1ap, chi lién lac khi can vé
phuong dién ngoai giao ma thoi. Khong cé su kiém sodt nio theo hé
th6ng doc, boi cdc phan hanh ctia Hoi thénh da c6 luat dao qui dinh sin.
Chi c6 Tay Ninh qua dao luat Mau Dan (1938) méi dat ra co quan Minh
Tra thi hanh 16i doc tai dudi quyén ciia 6ng Pham Céng Tic ma thoi. Va
dao lut nay chicé tai Tay Ninh chit khong c6 trong t6 chitc hanh dao
budi dau do dic Cao Dai chi day.

Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai & Da Ning ciing nhu cic Hoi
Thénh Bén Tre, Tién Thién, Minh Chon Dao déu biét lap d6i véi Tay
Ninh. Nhém Tuyét C6c chi xudt hién trong nam 1935 & Tay Ninh roi
tiéu tdn ngay khi dé6.

B.57 Nhitng bai Thdanh Ngon nhén duoc trong méi ky dan ¢ cdc
Thanh Thdt dia phuong cé do Hoi Thdanh tuong img kiém duyét
va chédp nhdn khéng? Hay méi chi nhdnh hiu nhudoc ldp trong
viéc xit dung co dan ciia minh? Su phé chudn nay quan trong
nhu thé nao?

Nhu trén da néi, cc chi phéi biét 1ap vé moi phuong dién. Viéc
XU dung co dan ciing thé, khong noi nao kiém duyét noi nao ca.

B.58 Trong cdc Thinh Ngén, kinh dién v.v..., nguoi ta tim thdy loi
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truyén day cua mét s’ vi Than Linh. Néu mot dong tu la thi si,
nguoi dy c6 khuynh hudéng nhdn dugc Thanh Ngon bang thi ca
khong? Hodc néu la van si, ho cé viét Thanh Ngon bang van
xuoi khong? Nhitng Than Linh thi si nhu Ly Bach c6 dién dat
Thdnh Hudn bdng tho khéng? Va van si nhu Hugo, cé gidng

day bdng van xuoi khong?

Su gidng day cla cdc ddng V6 Hinh khong phu thudc hoan toan

noi ngudi dong tir hay noi Than Linh ma tiy theo mifc d6 cim tng cua
méi trudng sinh hoat Iic by gid. Rét it ngudi dong tir 1a thi st hay van
si. C6 khi ho khong biét hay khong viét thao duoc nhiing ngoén ngir ma
Than Linh mu6n dién ta nita 1a khdc. Con Than Linh ciing khong nhit
thi€t phai viét theo tai nghé thdi sinh tién ciia minh. C6 khi dic Ly Bach
lai diing van xu6i, hoac Hugo lai ding van van, hodc tiéng Viét, tiéng
Phép, tiéng Tau theo su thinh nguyén va tam thanh cla nhing ngudi hau
dan ma thoi.

B.59 Xin cho biét nguyén nhdn thanh hinh cdc chi phdi trong dao

Cao Pai trén phuong dién ton gido, trén phuong dién chinh tri
v.v...? Lich st phdt trién ciia tdt cd cdc chi phdi, di con hay
khong con hoat dong? Nhitng su khdc biét can bdn giita cdc chi
phadi, néu cé thi nhu thé nao? Co thé xin nhiing tai liéu va Thdanh
Ngon cua cdc chi phdi ¢ ddu? C6 cong trinh nghién citu nao
duoc thuc hién trén cdc tdi liéu dé hay khong? C6 nhiing co
gdng nao dé cdi sita nhiing sai bi¢t khong? Va c6 nhitng né luc
nao dé qui hop cdc phdi tach roi khong, vi du nhu Minh Chon
Ly véi nhimg gido diéu cdn bdn ciia Pai Pao Cao Dai?

Ditu cin biét trudc tién 1a su phan chia chi phdi trong dao Cao

Pai khong phai hoan toan do sy mau thudn nhon duc ma ra. Tir nhitng
nam dau khai dao, khi chua c6 hién tuong ndy, dic Cao Dai cling di day:
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Biu Toa thd thdi trd thém hoa,

Mdy nhanh r6i sau cting mét nh,

Chung hiép rang vun n&n dao dic,

Bén [ong son sit d&n cling Ta.

Céi nhanh cdc con 1a nhanh chinh minh Thay 1am chi, sau ce con
& hidu ..

Nhu vay du ai c6 hi€u xuyén tac nhiing su viéc di xay ra sau dé

thi cling phai thay rang cic chi phdi trong dao Cao Dai da nay sinh do
tién dinh. Sy kién nay c6 thé duoc hiéu nhu sau :

Ve phuong dién t6n gido thi d6 12 su banh truéng vé di sic théi,
du trinh do tu hoc cho moi ngudi.

Vé phuong dién chinh trj thi d6 12 su phan tén dé bao (on co Dao
tru6e nhitng manh tam tiéu diét cia thyc dan Phép lic bay gios.

Phan lich s dién bién c4c chi phdi khong thé néi vin tit trong
mot vai trang gidy vi van de rat phic tap va t€ nhi c6 thé bi hiéu [am.
Chiing 16i chi xin néu ra mot luge do biéu dién su thanh hinh cédc chi
phdi trong Pao du6i day. Ciing xin néi ro rang lugc do nay chi néi 1én sur
dién bién co Pao tir 1926 dén 1938. Sau nam 1938, cho dén hién tai, con
rdt nhiéu nhém kh4c hién ra xung Ia mot phdi tuy ngudn gdc ciing khong
ra ngoai cac chi phdi di néu trén.

Ve t6 chic hanh chdnh c6 nhigu su khdc biét giita c4c chi phdi do
su canh cai ctia cdc 1anh tu tai tr phuong ma ra. Nhu Tay Ninh thi canh
cai nén hanh chdnh dao ra lam bén co quan (Phé T€, Minh Tra, Hanh
Chénh, Phuéc Thién) trong khi Bén Tre gilr ding theo t6 chitc cii (Ciru
vién diéu dong toan bo hanh chinh dao & Ciru Trung Dai) nhung lai

T THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN - trang 7 - Ban 20/2/1926
I Xin xem Llich S0 Bgo Cao Bai - Phan Phé B§ - cba Bdng Tan
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khong dung co bt & Hiép Thién Dai v.v...

Kinh sach thi rat nhiéu, nhung hién dugc phé thong nhat 1a bo
THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN & Tay Ninh, bo DAI THUA CHON
GIAO & Chiéu Minh Dan va b6 THANH BUC CHON TRUYEN cia
Tién Thién. Con v6 s6 Thanh Ngon ¢ cdc noi chua thu thap duoc, do d6
su nghién citu vin con thi€u sét.

Chua c6 phan nao qui dinh sy sai biét gilta cdc tai liéu nay dé
chinh dén nhitng ph#n léch lac chon truyén cla dao, nhung ngudi tin
hitu chan thanh c6 thé phan biét dugc su gia chén trong do.

Khong ai cé ¥ qui hop cdc phdi that chon truyén nhu Minh Chon
Ly trd vé v6i dao Cao Dai. Diéu nay c6 1€ sau nay, khi cdc Hoi Thanh
Cao Dai hiép mot mdi dé cap dén chang.

CAO PAI PAI PAO TAM KY PHO PO
|

¥ ¥
vO VI PHO PO
1920 - Chiéu Minh Dan 1926
do dirc Ng6 Minh Chiéu tir 1919 do ong L¢& Vin Trung
(Saigon, Cin Tho, Phii Qudc) vi qui 6ng Cu Tdc Sang Hau tir 1925
7
BENTRE ¢———— TAYNINH ¢———— CAUKHO —
1938 1938 ) 1930
O. Nguyén Ngoc Tuong O. Pham Cong Tic O. Vuong Quan Ky
(Bén Trc) (Tay Ninh) (Saigon)
A ¥y
v
MINH CHON LY
1931-1935
0. Nguyén Vin Ca
(Dinh Tuomg)
L
¥ v
TIEN THIEN MINH CHON PAO
1932 1935
0. Nguyén Hiru Chinh 0. Cao Tritu Phit
(Cai Lay) (Ca Mau)
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B.60 Trén cuong vi Thuong Dé't6i cao, ditc Cao Pai cé day gi vé hién

tinh chinh tri, qudn su, kinh té va ton gido tai Viét Nam khéong?
Néu khong, thdi do cua nguoi tin do Cao Pai trong nhitng hoan
cdanh dy nhu thé nao? Do ddu ma cé nhiing y tuéng nay?

Ditc Thugng D€ gidng co dudi danh hiéu Cao Dai dé 1ap Dao ctru
ddi tic 1a ciru cd mot nhan loai dang dau khé, khéng riéng gi cho mot xa
hoi hay mot quéc gia. Cho nén, di nudc Viét Nam 12 noi phét sinh nén
Dao ciing khong c6 gi wu tién qua nhitng 16i Ngai giang day ca. Du
khong gidng day truc ti€p r6 rét vé nhimg van dé noi bo quéc gia, nhung
ditc Cao Dai ciing cho ngudi Viét Nam biét ring co Pao da dugc thanh
hinh theo nhu cau dé cifu van dan toc nay trudc khi cttu van cd mot thé
gi6i. L& c6 nhién, su cttu van ndy dat nén tang trén phuong dién t6n gido
dé tir d6 qui dinh phan chinh tri, quan su va kinh t€ v6n 1a nhitng nguyén
tac dén sau nhimg nguyén 1y can ban do ton gido qui dinh.

Phan chinh y€u ctia cc nguyén 1y 4y 13 dao dtc. Dic Cao Dai
day tin d6 phai TU THAN, tuan hanh luat phap qudc gia theo tiéu chuin
céc t6n gido trudc da dé ra trong tinh than xay dung nén thinh tri chung
nhu clia dao Nho: TE GIA, TRT QUOC, BINH THIEN HA ma bit diu
nhiing cong viéc &y 12 TU THAN v6n 12 then chét ciia moi vin dé chinh
tri, quan sy hay kinh t€ vay.
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B.61 Trong dao Cao Pai, c6 nhitng mau tuong trung nhu mau vang
cho Phdt gido, mau xanh cho Ldo gido va mau dé cho Nho
gido. Cdc mau sdc tuong trung nay c6 dugc mdréng cho cd cho
cdc Thin Linh, dé mot mau nao dé dugc két hop véi mot Than
Linh nao dé khong, thi du mau xanh cho ditc Ly Bach? Tuong
tu nhu thé, cdc vi Thanh Than c6 lién hé véi mau gi ddc biét
khong?

Trong dao Cao Dai chi c6 ba mau nhu di dé ra 6 cau hoi dung
trong phan Phé Do. Nhung chi cé chifc sic thudc Ctru Trung Dai ban do
mio theo cdc mau nay khi hanh 1€ ma th6i. Ngoai ra, tin do va Gido
Téng, cling nhu phéi nit & Ciru Trang Dai déu dung mau tring. Hiép
Thién Dai ciing diing toan tréng. Cac vi Than Linhkhong c6 mau gi dac
biét ca. Pic Ly Thdi Bach & ngoi gido Tong, phém phuc Ngai néu c6 thi
Ja mau tring. Tuy nhién, vé phuong dién huéng din tin do, ditc Ly
Bach thé hién dao Lo, ditc Quan Thénh thé hién dao Nho va ditc Quan
Am thé hién dao Phat, nén néu dung cdc mau thi cic vi 4y s€ dugc tuong
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trung theo cdc mau tuong ng nhu di noéi trén.

B.62 Nguoi tin dé Cao Dai cé su gidi thich ddc biét vé nhitng mau

nay khong?
Khong.

B.63

C6 su két hop nado giita ba mau nay véi ba ky Phd Pé khong? Cé
su két hop nao giita ba mau nay véi ba dai : Bat Qudi Pai, Citu
Trang Dai va Hiép Thién Dai khong?

Khong.

B.64

C6 phdi phan lon cdc dong ti thuéc vé mot trong ba mau, vi du
mau xanh, va vi vdy ho dugc tuyén chon tir nhimg nguei dai
dién cua mgt trong ba ton gido khéong?

Dong tir 1a ngudi thude vé bo phan Hiép Thién Dai nén khong

ding mau nao khic ngoai miu trang. Ho khong dai dién cho ton gido
nao cd, ngoai trir lam nhiém vu thong ngon cho Vo6 Hinh ma thoi.

B.65

Vao méi ky dan, cap dong tir cé phdi cang thuéc vé mét nhom
mau khong? Va ba nguoi con lai (déc gid, dién ky va phdp su)
cing thugc vé mot mau, hay ba nguoi phdi dai dién Tam gido?

Tat cd nam ngudi déu phai ding mau trang ctia Hiép Thién Daj.

Khong c6 van dé tugng trung cho Tam Gido trong bo phan nay vi nhitng
phan hanh déu thuéc ve Hiép Thién Dai.

B.66 Néu nhimg dong ti cé thé thuéc nhicu mau khdc nhau, nhitng
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mau nao dugc két hop nhiéu nhdt?

Khong. Nhu da néu trén.



B.67 Cé phdi tdt cd cac chi phdi déu cé so dai dién cua Tam gido

ngang nhau? Hay cé chi phdi thién vé mot mau?

Theo Phdp Chanh Truyén thi s6 chiic sic Clru Trung Pai dugc
chia déu cho Tam gido, khéng mau nao nhiéu hon mau nao. Vidu ba vi
D1y su dai dién cho Tam gido (ba mau) cho dén 3000 gido hitu ciing dai
dién cho Tam gido (1000 vi thuoc mot mau) v.v... Tuy nhién, tiy theo s6
chiic sdc hién dién ma s6 mau dugc dung c6 thé nhitu hay it. Khong chi
phdi nao diing mau khic biét ca.

B.68 Phdi Chiéu Minh theo mét phuong phdp tu hoc riéng c6 dung
mau nao khong hay cé dai dién cia ca ba mau?
Khéng. Ditc Ngé va chu dé tir chi ban do tring trang va khan den.

Bén nir ciing vay.

B.69 Mau nao duoc két hop véi Thién Chita gido, Hoi gido va An D¢
gido, néu An D¢ gido ciing duoc xét dén?

Vi khai sinh trén d4t Viét Nam, dao Cao Dai l4p thuyét trén can
ban Tam Gido dong nguyén von 12 truyén théng tam linh cta dan toc
Viét Nam. Tuy nhién, nhiing ton gido vira ké méi du nhap vao Viét Nam
khong dugc 1ap vi chinh thifc nhuw Tam gido nhung ciing dugc thira nhan
phan chan 1y ctu th€ va ton sing nhu Tam gido. Trong kinh séch da
khong dé cap dén mau tugng trung cho cic ton gido nay. Mic du vay,
néu muén ¢6 mot mau thi Thién Chia gido va Hoi gido nam trong dao
Thanh (Nho) va An Do gido nam trong _dao Phat (va cdc mau tuong ing

12 mau do va mau vang ...).

B.70 Pé cau héi s6 B.63 duoc chinh xdc hon, c6 mau nao tugng trung
cho Hiép Thién Pai khong?

65



Diug Tée

Khéng. Béi vi Hiép Thién Dai la co quan ban hitu hinh, thong
cong véi Vo Hinh va giir phan tu phdp khong phai 1a thanh phan biéu
hién cho hanh phédp nghia 14 khong phai phan hanh thé hién cho su sinh
hoat t6n gido ra ngoai quang dai quan ching. Diéu nay c6 ¥ nghia vé
dao phép hon la vé thé tuc nén khong phai noi nao ciing ¢6 thé ding
nhitng mau da cé.

B.71 Theo quan niém thé gian, cic Thadn Linh ciing duoc sdp xép
theo nhitng thir bic khdc nhau. Xin héi thit tu ddng cdp Thin

Linh phé bién nhdt la gi? Va néu c6 nhitng khdc biét vé thir ty

hodc ngi dung cua hé thong ding cdp cdc Than Linkh giita cdc

chi phdi thi nhitng hé théng khdc biét dy la gi? Lam thé nao dé
gidi nghia nhitng su khdc biét nay? Va lam thé nao dé hoa hop
hé thong Than Linh nay véi hé thong Thén Link khdc?

Theo quan niém théng thudng & thé gian, thi tu cic cdp Than
Linh dugc xung tung nhu sau:

PHAT

TIEN

THANH

THAN.

Thu ty nay khong khic nhau giita cac chi phdi do cau chi : "Nam
m6 Thap phuong chu Phat, chu Tién, chu Thénh, chu Than lién dai chi
ha ..." ma ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai nio cling tung hing ngay sau cau chi
niém danh hiéu dic Cao Dai va dic Diéu Tri Kim Miu (Phat Mau).

D6 1a quan niém thong thudng & thé gian ma bén Phé Do ¢6 néi
t6i, con bén phin V6 Vi thi khong thdy néi thit tu nay vi theo mét truyén
thuyét thi chinh dic Ngé phi nhan thi tu thdp cao d6i véi cac vi Than
Linh noi ¢3i V6 Hinh. Trong chuyén du lich nii Tra lon (Cambét) khi
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mot dé tir cé ¥ cho riang tuéc phdm cia 6ng Thanh Hoang B6n Canh qué
nho, diic Ngo cudi va giai thich cho dé tir biét 1a noi ¢di V6 Hinh khong
phan biét thap cao'.

B.72 Thanh phdn trong cdc hé thong Thdn Linh dy la nhitng ai? C6
phdi tdt cd Thén Linh gidng co day dao déu thudc vé nhitng hé
théng nay khong, hay khéng c6 mét tiéu chudn cdn bdn nao qui
dinh thanh phdn cia nhitng hé thong nay?

Trong céc hé thong Phat, Tién, Thanh, Than cdn c6 nhiing dang
cdp riéng ciia timg hé théng. Nhu trong chu Phét ¢6 vil6n vi nho, trong
chu Tién ciing vay va trong chu Thanh, chu Than ciing khong khéc. Céc
vi nay tiy theo nhiém vu nhén lanh tir dic Cao Dai (Thuong D€) ma
gidng co day dao. Khong phai tdt ca Than Linh déu phai gidng tran,
nhung tt ca chu vi déu c6 thé gidng co. That ra thi khong c6 gi can ban
trong hé thong déng c4p ciia chw vi Than Linh ca. b6 ching qua la quan
niém thé gian qui dinh nhu vay, chi that ra noi cdi V6 Hinh mot khi da
tr& thanh bat tir thi chur vi déu ngang nhau trong tinh chét cia minh*.

B.73 Lam sao biét duoc phdm vi ciia mot vi Than Linh nao do trong
hé thong nay?
Do danh xung ctia vi Than Linh lién h¢ khi gidng co ma nguoi ta
biét duoc phdm vi ctia vi 4y.

B.74 Cé phdi sau khi chét, linh hon cia nguoi tin do Cao Ddi duong
nhién thudc vé hé thong Thin Linh hay khong?
Khong phai t4t ca tin do Cao Dai sau khi chét duong nhién doat

dugc phdm vi Than Tién noi cdi V6 Hinh ma phai do sy tu luyén cia ho

+  Xin xem Llich SU Bgo Cao Dai - Phan VB Vi - cva Boéng Tan
t Xin xem céu hoi B.28 - B tho nhat
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budi sinh tién c6 ding v6i phdp mén clia ditc Cao Dai hay khong. Ho
van phai chiu hinh phat hodc t4i sinh nhu bt cif ngudi ndo trén mat d4t,
néu ho khong thuc tam tu hoc du luong hay gido, khong phan biét noi
dau va thoi nao.

B.75 C6 mau gi tuong trung cho hé thong Thén Linh cta dao Cao
Dai khong?

Khoéng.

B.76 Cé6 phdi ba b phdn cia mét Thinh Thdt Cao Pai : Bét Quidi
Dai, Cieu Trang Pai va Hiép Thién Pai c6 nhitng co cdu tuong
ing vdi hé thong Thén Linh khong?

Ciing ¢6 nhu vay. Cilru Tring Dai tuong hinh cho chin c&i Troi

(Ctru Trung Thién), B4t Qu4i Dai tuong hinh cho Bach Ngoc Kinh (noi

Thuong D€ ngu). Con cdc phdm trat c6 thé xem nhu tuong ing giita :
GidoTong =  Phat
Pau Su =  Tién
Phéi Su =  Théanh

Gido Su = Hién v.v...

B.77 Céc vi Thén Linh nao dugc cdu trong nhimg budi dan co bang
nhiing bai thi kinh ddc biét? Va cé phdi cdc vi nay da cho
nhimmg bai kinh &y dé ding trong truong hop nhu viy khong?
C6 thé k€ vai bai xung tung ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu. Nhung khoéng

phai chinh Ngai cho bai nay ma do cic vi Gido Chi truée (T4y Phuong

Gido chu, Thai Thuong Dao Quan, Khéng Thénh Tién Su) gidng co cho

mdi vi mot doan roi rap lai thanh bai Xung tung. Bai nay do co bt &

Minh Tan ngay 9/10/1933, tic Ia sau khi ditc Ngo liéu Pao khoang mot
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nam rudi. Tuy nhién bai nay cho dén nay vin chua duoc doc & cdc noi
thudc phan Phé Do.

B.78 Nhom Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Ban Ban ndy sinh tit Minh Chon
Ly c6 bi xem la phdn dao nhu Minh Chon Ly khéong?
Nh6m nay chi nhém khéi tir budi dau c6 ¥ nhur dé chéng d6i Minh
Chon Ly dang sai lac chon truyén, nhung chi mét thoi gian ngan roi tan
lun, nén khong xem nhu Minh Chon Ly dugc.

B.79 Ong cé bdn liét ké cdc tru sé chinh cia cdc chi phdi tir ngay cdc
chi phdi nay duoc thanh ldp khong? Néu co, cdc tru sé nay cé

con hoat dong khong?

» Phdi Tay Ninh & lang Long Thanh tinh Tay Ninh.

« Phéi Bén Tre (Ban Chinh Pao) ¢ lang An Hoi (Bén Tre).
« Phéi Tién Thién & Cai Lay (Dinh Tudng).

 Ph4i Minh Chon Dao & Ca Mau.

« Chi€u Minh Pan Vo6 Vi & Saigon va Can Tho.

 Ho6i Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai ¢ Pa Nang.

Céc tru s& nay hién van con hoat déng.

B.80 Pic Quan Pé quan trong nhu thé nao? Tai sao Ngai duoc ton
tho? Nhiém vu cu thé cua Ngai la gi?

D6i véi ditc Quan Thanh D€ Quan, phi néi Ngai c6 mot nhiém
vu rit dic biét trong dao Cao Dai. Chinh Ngaila vi Than Linh da huéng
din dic Ngo Minh Chiéu tir budi ban so 1917-1919 dé bi€t sy mau
nhiém ctia Th€ Giéi Vo Hinh & Tan An va trong nhitng ky dan & chi
Minh Thién (Thi Dau M6t) noi Ngai dén xin thuc cho ba me.
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Vé phan Pho6 D9 thi dic Quan D€ dugc dat ngang hang véi ditc Ly
Bach va ditc Phat Quan Am goi 1a Tam Trdn d€ truc tiép huéng dan tin
do trong viéc tu hoc. Ngai dai dién cho dao Thanh, trong khi dic Ly
Bach dai dién cho dao Tién va ddc Quan Am dai dién cho dao Phat.
Ngai huéng din phdi Nam va diic Quan Am, phdi Nit, dugc xem nhu
nhitng bac Tién phong ctia Dai Dao.

B.81 Co vi Thdn Linh nao cé tém dnh hudng ting thém hay giam di
trong thoti gian trudc va sau 1926 khong? Nhitng bai Thdnh
Ngén hay loi day ctia cdc vi dy cé gi thay doi khong?

Khong c6 su tang gidm vé tinh chét quan trong noi cdc vi Than

Linh vao thoi k¥ truéc va sau 1926.

Tuy nhién, ngudi ta nhén thiy nhiing diém sau day:
Trude 1926, c6 vi Nit Tién xung 1a Thét Nuong, 1 trong 9 vi Nix

Tién c6 ¢ Diéu Tri Cung, 1a quan trong trong viéc khai dao vi chinh co

da huéng dén cdc vi pho loan (nhém xay ban) vio cira dao truéc khi gap

dicc Ng6 Minh Chiéu. Sau 1927, hau nhu c6 khong con gidng co nita.
Sau 1926, c6 ditc Ly Bach 12 quan trong hon ci trong phdm vi
Gido Tong cua Dai Dao, duéi ditc Cao Dai cAm quyen Gido Ch.

Thanh Ngén trudc va sau 1926 khong c6 gi thay déi néu xét ve
phuong dién gido 1y thuan tdy.

B.82 Nghia ciia nhitng tir ngit sau day la gi va dwoc dung trong truong
hop nao: Co, Ciu tién, dan, ciu dan, tho, Cao Dai, Thénh, Thdn,
ngoc co, dan co, dan tién, cdu co, phdp, tinh, khi, thdn, Gido
Tong, Tién ong, Pho Dé, Vo6 Vi, Chudng Phdp, Péu Su, Phoi
Su, Gido Su, Gido Hitu, Lé Sanh, Chic viéc, Nhon sanh, Siéu
réi tan linh, Long hoa, Tién, Tién Thién.
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Duing trong viéc thong cong v6i VO Hinh va 1€ nghi :

Pan, dan co, dan tién =

Co hay ngoc co =
Cau tién, cau dan, cau co =
Thd =
Siéu réi tan linh =
Tién =
Long hoa =
Tinh =
Khi =
Than =
Tién Thién =

séance spirite

corbeille 2 bec.

séance évocatoire.
Adorer

délibérer toutes les ames.
Immortel, fée

le Dernier Jugement.
essence

souffle.

Esprit

(nom propre) a priori (nom
common)

Diing trong t6 chitc hanh chénh :

3

Gido Tong

Chudng Phép, Dau Su
Phoi Su

Gido Su

Gido Hiru

L& Sanh

Nhon Sanh

Chiic viéc

g 8 3 8 8 0 O

Pape
Cardinal.
Archevéque
Evéque.
Prétre
Eleve-prétre.
Les adeptes

Les employés.

B.83

Lién Hoa Tong Hoi la gi? Nhiém vu ciia hoi nay? Tai sao
ngung hoat dong? Hgi nay cé lién quan gi v6i Lién Hoa Tong

Phai?
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Pau tién xin minh x4dc Lién Hoa Téng Hoéi 12 mot hoi ndi tiép
cong viéc ciia Cao Dai Pai Pao Lién Doan 1a mot t6 chitc ¢6 muc dich
lién hiép cdc chi phdi trong dao Cao Dai da c6 tirnam 1936. Hoi nay qui
tu mot phan 16n céc tri thic trong dao Cao Dai, do 6ng Nguyén Phan
Long lam Hoi Trudng, va 6ng Tran Van Qué 1am Téng Thu Ky. Trong
hai nam hoat dong 1936 -1937, h6i nay di theo linh ctia V6 Hinh t6 chitc
12 ky dai hoi, goi la Long Van Héi & khap cic noi trong mién Nam Viét
Nam. Anh huéng 16n nhat ctia hoi nay la phdi Tién Thién, Cau Kho va
Minh Chon Dao. Tay Ninh khong tham du, Bén Tre chi du mét lan.
Cho nén, phong trao tan lyi dan ciing v6i su ngan c4m hoi hop va 4p bitc
cta chinh pht Phdp. Lién Hoa Téng Phdi 1a danh xung do 6ng Pham
Cong Tdc (Tay Ninh) mudn liét ké Lién Hoa Téng Hoi thanh mot chi
phdi theo y cta ong.

B.84 Lai lich cia Institut Caodaique? Hoc vién nay la gi va o ddu?
Nhiém vy nhu thé nao? Hién cé con khong, hay chinh Hoi Van
Héa Cao Dai da thay thé hoc vién nay?

Institut Caodaique hay Hoc Vién Cao Dai do 6ng Phan Trudng
Manh, dong thdi véi ong Phan Thanh sdng 14p vién Thién Dao Hoc
duong. Qui O0ng chi truong phd thong gido 1y Cao Dai khong phan biét
chi phdi. Nhung Thién Pao Hoc dudng dit theo Thanh linh thanh hinh
tai Thanh That Lién Hoa Ciru Cung & Thi Ditc chi con 12 mét am vang
sau cdi chét cia 6ng Phan Thanh trong chuyén du hanh Au Chau. Sau
d6, nam 1950, ong Phan Trudng Manh néi ti€p chi huéng dé di thanh
1ap mot hoc vién tai Thanh Thdt Nam Thanh (Sai gon) 14y tén Cao Dai
Gido Ly Vién, c6 ra mot s6 sich bdo, quan trong nhit 1a nguyét san
Revue Caodaique c6 phan Viét ngit goi di c4c noi. Nhung c6ng viéc nay
khong may thanh céhg Vi céc chi ph4i vin lanh dam béi su 4nh hudng
Thong Thien Hoc. Sau 1954, hoc vién ndy chi con mdy di tich trén sich
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bio do 6ng Phan Trudng Manh ding tén ma thoi.

Hoi Van Héa Cao Pai, nhu da trinh bay & cau B.11, gobm moét s6
tin do thién chi va tri thitc thudc gidi tré hoc dudng, gido su, sinh vién
céc phan khoa dai hoc Sai gon, thu¢c khap céc chi phdi nhu Tay Ninh,
Bén Tre, Tién Thién, Truyén Gido (Trung Viét) va Chi€u Minh Dan (V6
Vi) hoi hop thanh 1ap tai Sai gon tir thang 10 nam 1968, khong c6 mot
lién hé gi véi bat cit mot t6 chiic nao da c6 trong dao ké ca Hoc Vién Cao
Dai.

B.85 C6 phdi ba phén cia Hoi Thanh Cao Dai : Bdt Qudi Dai, Citu
Trang Pai, Hiép Thién Pai déu cé dong tir khong? Néu khong
thi trong dai nao méi cé bg phdn dong tir?

Chi cé Hiép Thién Dai c6 b phan dong tlt ma thoi.

B.86 C6 phdi tdt cd chirc sdc Hiép Thién Dai déu la dong tit khong?

Khong. Nhung nhing dong ti déu la ngudi cua Hiép Thién bait.

B.87 Tix trudc dén gio, cé su ddm chdn nao giita cdc chitc sdc chirc
viéc cita ba dai Cizu Trang Dai, Bdt Qudi Dai va Hiép Thién
Dai hay khong? Ddc biét la gita Hiép Thién Dai va Cuu Trung
Dai?
Khong c6 s ddm chan nao c6 thé xy ra giita hai dai Hi¢p Thién
Pai va Ciru Trung Dai v6i B4t Quai Dai vi Bt Quai Dai thudc phan Vo
Hinh do ditc Cao Dai chdp chuéng. Nhung c6 thé c6 sy ddm chan gitta
Hiép Thién Dai va Ciru Tring Dai duge. Truong hop ndy dd c6 xdy ra &
Tda Thanh Tay Ninh tir nam 1935. Do d6 m6i c6 su phan chia ra Tay
Ninh va Bén Tre v6i su thoi lui clia hai 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong va Lé
B4 Trang khi quyén Chénh Ph6i Su clia hai 6ng bi nhan vién bén Hiép

+ Xin xem cdu B.5 - B thd nhot
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Thién Dai vi pham. Su dam chan nay cang r6 rét hon sau d6 khi 6ng
Pham Coéng Téc- Chuéng Quan Nhj hiru hinh dai Hiép Thién va Ciu
Trung- canh céi dudng 16i hanh chdnh dao thanh riéng cta phdi Tay
Ninh tir 1938 dén nay.

B.88 Trong hai co cdu Hiép Thién Pai va Citu Triing Pai, dai nao
quan hé hon vé phuong dién ton gido, vé phuong dién hanh
chdnh?

Hai dai Ctu Tring va Hiép Thién c6 hai nhiém vu riéng biét nhu
da deé cap trudc day'. Nhung néu xét riéng vé phuong dién ton gido thi
c6 thé néi Hiép Thién Dai quan trong hon, vi néu khong c6 Hiép Thién
Dai thi khong c6 dao Cao Pai. Thdnh Ngén c6 day :

"Hé Dao con thi Hiép Thién Pai vdn con'

Ve phuong dién hanh chénh thi Ciru Triing Dai quan trong hon vi
chinh noi ndy cham lo viéc quan tri tin d6 va moi viéc hanh chanh dao.

B.89 C6 phdi nhitng cujc tranh lugn vé téim quan trong giita hai dai
.c0 thé la nguyén nhén cia su chiaré giita ong Tdc va o6ng Tuong
khodng 1932-1935?

Nhur cau A.27 da néu ra, mot phan c6 nhu vay. Nhung theo su tim
hiéu ciia ching t6i thi nguyén nhan sau xa 13 hai khuynh huéng khac
nhau trong dudng 16i xay dung dao lic bdy gi¢. Hinh nhu phia 6ng Tdc
thi mu6n di vé nga chinh tri, ma phia ong Tuong thi c6 gitt 16i thuan tiy
t6n gido ... Tuy nhién, nhitng d6 v& nay con do nhitu nguyén do khic
qui dinh rét phic tap va t€ nhi khong thé trinh bay trong pham vi méot
cau hoi’.

’rXinTc-c“w B.5 - B6 thy nhut

t THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN - frang 98
* Xin doc Lich SO Bgo Cao Bai - Phtin Phd D5 - cua Pbng Tan
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B.90

phdi.

T6 chitc hanh chdnh ciia dao Cao Pai ¢ méi tinh nhu thé nao,
hoat dong ra sao? Ai cai qudn, nguoi nay cé phdm tudéc gi, thugc
vé dai nao? Nguoi nay va cdc chite viéc cac Tinh Pao dugc bo
nhiém nhu thé' nao?

T4 chic tinh dao truée nam 1935 thi hau hét giong nhau & cdc chi
Ping dau mot Tinh dao 1a Dau Tinh dao, tuéc phdm Gido su

(thudc Ciru Trung Dai) do Héi Thanh Clru Tring Dai b6 nhiém. Céc
chiic viéc phu t4 ciing vay. Riéng phdi Tay Ninh, tirnam 1938, déi chic
Pau Tinh dao ra 1am Kham Chau dao, du6i quyén cdc Kham Trén, tdt ca
déu do Hoi Thanh b6 nhiém.

B.91

Minh Chon Ly c6 cing mét hé thong nhu vdy hay khong?

Vi khong di sau vao nghién citu nén khong r6.

B.92

Cé nhiig dai hoi sau ddy trong dao Cao Dai: Hoi Nhon Sanh,
Hoi Thdnh, Thuong Hoi va Pai Hoi Van Linh. Thanh vién cua
nhiing cuéc dai hoi nay gom chitc sdc hay tin do & cdp bdc nao?
Nhiém vu ciia cdc dai hoi la gi? Tuong quan giita cdc dai hoi
nhu thé nao? Cé tién hanh thuong xuyén khong? C6 dai hoi
chung vdi nhau khong? Cdc hoi c6 hop tai Toa Thdnh khong?
Cé6 phdi tdt cd cdc chi phdi déu c6 nhitng dai hoi nhuvdy khong?
Cdc dai hoi nay phu thudc vao dai nao: Cuu Trang Dai, Bat
Qudi Pai hay Hiép Thién Dai? C6 lién quan gi giita cdc dai hoi
véi Hiép Thién Pai hay cdc dai khdc khong?

3 phan Phé D¢ ciia dao Cao Dai, trong t6 chic c6 ghi céc hoi

ding nhudiadéra:

Hoi Nhon Sanh, vio ngay Rim thdng 7 am lich, dé dao dat céc

nguyén vong clia tin do phiic quyét cic duong 16i chu truong cua dao da
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thi hanh. Thanh phan du hoi gom dai dién tin d6 & céc noi vé tham du.
Chi Toa la Thuong Chanh Phéi Sur.

Hoi Thénh vao ngay Ram thang 10 am lich, dé vach chuong trinh,
dé nghi céc luat dao hodc chi truong ctia dao. Thanh phin gom chiic sic
tir Gido hitu tr¢ 1én dén Chanh Phéi Su. Hoi dat du6i quyén Chi Toa clia
cac vi Chanh Phoi Su.

Thugng Hoi vao ngay Riam thdng Giéng am lich dé quyét dinh
chi truong dudng 16i clia dao va céc luat 1é can ban do Dau Su va Gido
Tong khdi thao. Thanh phan gom céc Chiic sdc cao cép cta Clu Triing
Dai : Gido Tong, Dau Su, Chudng Phap véi su tham du cta Clite sic cao
cdp Hiép Thién Dai : Ho Phdp, Thugng Phdm, Thuogng Sanh.

Hoi Van Linh do Hoi Thénh triéu tap dé quyét dinh cic viéc t61
quan trong cta nén Dao, nhu viéc cong clt Gido Tong, hay dé gidi quyst
nhitmg véan dé ma cic héi kia khong 6n théa. Thanh phin gom hoi vien
cda ba hdi trén hop lai.

Nhur da qui dinh trong luat dao, cic hoi trén chi thi hanh nhiém vu
clia minh trong thoi gian di dinh va chi gap nhau truong hop bét thuong
noi hdi Van Linh ma théi.

Tt ca cdc chi phdi déu theo t6 chiic nay. Riéng Hoi Nhon Sanh
va Hoi Thénh thudc vé phan hanh Ciru Tring Dai, tuy vn phai ¢6 chirc
sdc Hiép Thién Dai du chitng dai dién luat phap. Con Thuong Hoi va
Hoi Van Linh thi thugc ca hai dai Ctru Tring Dai va Hiép Thién Dai.

B.93 Nhiéu nén triét hoc lon trong dé cé duom mau sdc ton gido
nhung khéng thdy dé cdp téi trong kinh sdch Cao Pai. Tai sao
lai nhu thé? ’

Dao Cao Dai khai sinh tai d4t nuc Viet Nam, nén da 14y can ban
truyén thong Tam gido cia nudc ndy 1am nén cho gido thuyét ciia minh.
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Nhung tam hoat dong ciia nha Pao khong phai chi riéng c6 nudc Viét
Nam ma phai rdng ra cling ca nhén loai. Trong khi d6 thi ¢6 nhitng nén
triét hoc 16n nhu Hy Lap, An Do khong thay c6 ndi téi trong gido thuyét
Cao Dai. Nhitng nguoi tin do Cao Dai hién nay, thudc gidi tré ciing thac
mic § diém ndy. Cho nén, mic du cic bac tién khai dai dao chi nhan
thdy trong 101 Thanh Ngon nhiing diém thuéc vé Tam gido, nhung chinh
trong Thdnh Ngoén ciing da néi vé tat ca cic ton gido trén hoan cau nén
mdéi c6 phan Ngii Chi Dai Dao nhu Phat dao, Tién dao, Thanh dao, Than
dao va Nhon dao. Trong Ngii Chi nay ngudi ta nhan thay c6 bao ham tét
ca cdc nén triét hoc 16n dugm mau sic ton gido tir xua nay, nhu Ando
gido c6 thé xem nhu trong Phat dao, Triét hoc Hy Lap c6 thé xem nhu
trong Thénh dao va Than gido & Nhut Bén tirc 1a Thin dao v.v...

Vi nhan thic dugc diéu dung cla dic Cao Dai qua cdc Thinh
Ngon, cho nén giéi tré ctia dao Cao Dai hién nay dang di tim can ban cia
nén Triét hoc Cao Dai mét c4ch téng quét va ddy di hon nhu da dé cap
t6i tir trude nay. Trén quan diém d6, ching t6i nhan di¢n dugc trong nén
gido thuyét c6 ba phin chdnh nhu sau':

« Ve phuong dién vi tru : dao Cao Dai bao gdbm mot khoa Vi Try
hoc, di tim thuc chat cia vil try, nhitng sy hién hitu séng tao ctiia né
(qua huyén di¢u Thién Nhan va qué Kign Khén dugc thd phung noi
Bat Qudi Dai).

V& phuong dién ton gido : dao Cao Dai bao gdbm mot nén Tén Gido
hoc, di tim t4t ca chan ly bang bac trong cé4c ton gido va trong cac
nén Triét hoc c6 tac dung vao tam linh con nguodi dé hoa dong tdtca
nhitng diém di biét da c6 tir xua nay trong linh vyc ton gido va triét
hoc (qua Thanh Ngon qui dinh sit mang cia Tam Ky Phé Do d6i
v6i Nhitt Ky va Nhi Ky Phé Do).

t Xin xem Can Bdn Triét Hoc Cao Bai cUa Bdng Tan
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e Veé phuong dién nhan loai : dao Cao Pai bao gom mot khoa Nhin
loai hoc, dé tim chén gi4 tri cha con ngudi xuyén qua moi trao luu
tan héa doc theo truyén ky lich st cia nhan loai vé moi phuong
dién nhan van, khoa hoc, chinh tri, van hoc v.v... (theo 16i Thanh
Ngon ditc Cao Pai vira 1a Thay, vira 1a Cha cua nhan loai trong y
nghia Ngai chu tri moi phuong dién sinh dung va gido héa nhan
loai, tir xua nay, chit khong phai riéng ciia mot s6 tin d6 Cao Dai ma
thoi).

Nhu vay, tat ca moi sy hiéu biét xua nay ctia nhé4n loai déu tim
dugc ché ding trong dao Cao Pai, khong phai chi ¢6 cdc nén Triét hoc
méi duoc tim hi€u ma moi co c4u sinh hoat clia nhan loai déu dugc chi
¥ t6i. D6 chinh la muyc tiéu cia Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai hién nay va suét

ca mai hau vay.

B.94 Vidao Cao Dai cho rang Tam Ky Phé D¢ la con duong phdi
theo dé hoan thanh su citu do tam linh, théthi lam sao dao Cao
Dai gidi thich su hién hitu lién tuc cia cdc tin nguéng ma dao
Cao Dai tin rdang dd thadt bai trong viéc ciru thé qua hai thoi ky
Phé Do truée?

Pao Cao Dai 1a mét ton gido méi dem lai cho nhan loai nhimg
phuong thudc chita trj thich nghi vé6i thoi dai hién nay va di bién chuyén
theo trao luu tu tuéng ctia nhan loai. N6i thé c6 nghia 1a céc ton gido
trudc ra doi trong mot hoan canh khéc biét véi thé gi6i hién nay nén c6
nhiing diéu khong thich hgp can phai dugc cai thién va vi thoi gian tir
khi céc ton gido khai sdng dén nay, cic tén gido di trii qua nhitng ban
lay pham nhéan xen vao trong gi4o thuyét 1am cho nhimg gi clia cic Gido
Chu dé ra khong cdn nguyén ven tinh chat x4y dung nhu trudc nira.

Do d6, dao Cao Dai nhan chan nhiing chan 1y tién khéi noi cdc

Gido Chi la nhitng chan 1y bat bién can dugc phuc hi ma nhitng sy canh
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cai theo nhan duc da c6 can phai c6i bo di. Hon thé nita, c4c tén gido
ngay trudc vi ing dung cho tu phuong nhung van c6 gitr tinh chit doc
ton giai doan d6 nén khong con thich ing véi mét nhan loai dang mé
rong nép song "nam chau chung chg, bén bién chung nha". Chinh dao
Cao Dai di dép ting cho mot nép s6ng chung clia nhéan loai d6é dé san
bing nhimg tranh chdp gifta cdc ton gido hién dang khép kin tdm hoat
dong trong khéi tin d6 cia minh. Do d6, su ciu d6 tan linh cia dao Cao
Dai 1a mot diéu can thiét trude canh hu hoai cla ca thé gidi ngay nay ma
bat k¥ mot ton gido nao da cé trude cling da va dang bat lyc trong sy ciu
do6 cta tu phuong minh.

B.95 DPong tir phin V6 Vi c6 nhdn Thdanh Ngon cho cdc chi phai
khéc khong? C6 khi nao ho hudng ddn nhimmg budi cdu co &
cdc chi phdi khdc, cho cdc chi phdi nay hay cho chinh ho khong?

Khong he c6. Bén V6 Vi, cdc dé tir ciia ditc Ngo chia timg nhém
12 ngudi, dong ti 1a nhing dé tir tu dén thoi ky nhi bo. Céc dong tir
thuoc V6 Vi c6 thé ding chung nhém tu nay v6i nhém tu kia, néu khong
c6 su canh cai gi khdc nhau. Tuyét nhién, khong c6 dong tr V6 Vi ngoi
co cho bén Phé Do. Néu c6 nhur thé, tic 1 sdi lac chon truyén cia dic
Cao Dai theo tam phédp V6 Vi.

B.96 Vidong tit ciia mot phdi c6 thé nhdn Thdnh Ngon thudc vé phdi
khdc, c6 bao gio nhitng Thénh Ngon bi nghi ngo la gid mao hay
gian trd do su do'ky giita cdc phdi khong?

Ngoai trir vai trudng hop XAy ra nhu dan co Tién Thién tai Trude

Minh Ly Dait truyén day su tu luyén cdn ghi trong kinh DAI THUA

CHON GIAO ma phin V6 Vi con giit am phuong cham tam truyén va

chi thi cho chu dé t Vo Vi truyén bi phdp cho mot s6 dao hitu ¢ Truée
T—Mh S0 Bgo Cao Pai - phtin Phd D3 - cia Bdng Tan
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Ly Minh Dai nam 1935 tai Chiéu Minh Dan Chg Lén. Ciing c6 nhiéu
truong hop dan co phdi Tién Thién ditu dong viéc truyén ba dao Trung
Viét dé sau nay thanh Hoi Thinh Truyén Gido tir nam 1939. Con cdc
chi phdi nhu Tay Ninh khong hé cé su truyén day Thanh Ngon ngoai
phdi minh. Khong néi dén Bén Tre khong con ding co bit nita.

Viéc d6 ky khong hé c6 giita cic chi phdi vé van dé co but, chi ¢6
tin hay khéng tin ma thoi.
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B.97 Pao Cao Pai la mét tén gido khdi thi bang phuong tién co but.
C6 phdi chi cé nhitng nguoi dong tir méi cd thé trdi qua su khdi
thi dé khong, hay nhiing nguoi khdc cing cé thé duoc Than
Linh khdi thi nhu truong hop ctia nhimg vi Thanh cta Thién
Chiia gido & Fatima va Lourdes? Trong so tin do Cao Dai,
thanh phén nao cé khd ndng nhdn biét duoc chan ly bai su khdi
thi truc tiép ma khong phdi do chdp nhdn vi tin tuong qua su

truyén bd?

Dao Cao Dai 12 mot ton gido datnén tang trén nhimg Thianh Ngon
do co biit chi day, va co biit 1a do nhimg ngudi dong tir dugc khai thi viét
ra. Khong c6 truong hop dugc Than Linh kéu goi nhu trudng hop duge
deé ra & Fatima hay & Lourdes. Trong dab Cao Dai khong phai khong c6
nhitng trudng hop twong to duge xem nhu 12 nhitng huyén diéu ma ddc
Cao Dai mu6n khii thi cho ngudi tin do nhan biét d€ nung chi tu hoc.
Tuy nhién, d6 chi 12 nhiing gia tuéng, khong nén qué tin vao d6 ma [am
chuéc cua Ta than.
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Trudng hop duge khai thi truc tiép cé thé ké ditc Ngoé Minh Chiéu
v6i su thdy Thién Nhan, thdy canh Bong Lai tai Phi Qudc. Riéng nguoi
tra 161 nhitng cau hdi nay ciing da rdt han hanh dugc thdy tan madt, c6
nghia nhu dién kién, trong ba [An khéc nhau, Thién Nhan day hao quang
truéc mat ba thude khi sdp stra ngdi vao ghé dé thi hanh phéan su pho
loan. Méi I4an nhu thé 12 méi Ian t6i ti€p nhan mot Thanh 1énh dic biét
cho Hoéi Thanh Truyén Gido Trung Viét trong thdi ky Viét Minh nam
1948 - 1949.

B.98 Doi vdi tin do Cao Dai tin nguing la gi, lam sao nhdn dinh duoc

diéu nay?

Tin ngudng 1a difc tin cla mot ngudi d6i v6i chan 1y tiém tang
trong mot 16n gido. Duc tin nay bit ngudn bang su tu gidc ctia con ngui
khong phai la sy hoc hdi qua sdch vé hiing ngay. Pitc tin ¢6 thé xem nhur
12 ddu hiéu cia mot 1am linh tdn héa ty theo su tu hoc di ¢ ¢ hién kiép
hay & nhimg kiép truc. Cho nén, c6 ngudi hoc thic rit cao ma khong
¢6 difc tin sdng suét d€ trd thanh mé tin. Trong khi d6, ¢ nhing nguoi
hoc thitc tam thudng nhung ho c6 thé phan biét duoc nhitmg didu thuoc
Ve 16n gido d€ biét dau 1a chanh dau 12 ta.

Nhu vay, phai néi diic tin 12 phin then chét cho su tu hoc ciia mot
nguoi. Néu difc tin khong vimg thi khong thé nao di siu vao nén Dao.
Ma dc tin saij lac (mé tin) thi cang lam cho ngudi nguy hiém vi khéong
lam sao thdu ddo duoc phin can ban ctia st tu hoc hang ngay, dimg néi
1a s& thanh dat dugc gi & c6i Vo Hinh.

B.99 Boi Thuong Dé hay ditc Cao Pai dugc khdi thi xuyén qua co
bat, mot hinh thirc van chuwong dién dat Chén Ly, hay mot phan
nhé cia Chdn Ly Vi Tru, ddc biét la khi lién quan dén con
nguoi, do do bi giéi han hon nhitng ton gido véi nhitng nha tién
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tri, vi du Phdt gido hay Thién Chiia gido. Nguoi tin do Cao Pai
phdi doi phé vdi sw han ché dé nhu thé nao? Va dua trén co so
nao tdt cd nhitng né luc trude kia dé gidi quyét nhiing vin dé
muon thud, ma nguoi Cao Pai cho rang da thdt bai trong Nhdt
va Nhi ky Phé Do, lai la mot phan ciia Tam Ky Pho Do?

bic Thuong D€, Gido chli dao Cao Pai, hién nay tuy dugc khai
thi Xuyén qua co bit, nhung khong phai vi thé ma chan 1y bi han hep
trong su gidc ngd noi con nguoi.

That ra thi tuy cdc Gido Chi trudc manh nha sy citu th€ ciia minh
v6i nhimg bac dai gidc hay nhitng nha tién tri, nhung khong phai nhu the
1 t4t ca nhimg gi con ngudi biét dugc vé Chan Ly Vi Tru da dugc boc 16
truéc nhin gi6i ciia lodi ngudi. Nhiing bai hoc vé su gidi thodt the gian
- va chang day 1a 16t diém cia sy di tim Chan Ly Vi Tru - dic Cao Dai
da truyén day rat day dé cho ngudi mon d¢ dau tién la dic Ngo Minh
Chiéu, thiét tuéng khong bi gi6i han qua phuong tién co biit, ma chinh
nho ¢6 co biit ma phap mon nay méi khong sai chay theo nhitng stra d6i
ctia ngudi pham.

C6 thé c6 ngudi cho rang phai c6 diéu kién nhimg nha Tién Tri dy
- trudng hop cic dong tir trong dao Cao Dai khong khéc cdc nha Tién Tri
bao nhiéu trong vai trd khai thi chan 1y - thi ton gido mdi hién nguyén
ven. Ditu nay khéng xdc ddng vi tir sau khi nhiing nha Tién Tri khong
con trén thé gian, 4nh séng chan 1y cling bi lu mo theo do su thiéu kém
mitc do gidc ngod cla nhitng ngudi sau, nén kho6ng con theo ding chan
truyén nhu trudc nira.

Cho nén, [in Tam Ky Phé D¢ nay, ddc Thuong Pé dung huyén
diéu co bit - xuyén qua nhimg dong ti - dé duy tri nhimg 161 chi day tir
budi khai nguyén cho con duge mai nhu by gio. Nhimg vén d& céc ton
gido trudc da giai quyét khong phéi khong dat dugc sy thanh tyu, nhung
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nhitng vin dé can giai quyét cho nhan loai cang ngay cang gia ting ma
nhimg phuong lugc gidi quyét lai bi han hep trong su Ky thi cia céc tén
gido. Can phai c6 sukhai thong d€ thich ing véi thoi dai thi cidc phuong
lugce citu the ngay truéec méi con ¢ gid tri. Chinh dao Cao Dai di 1am
nhitng coéng viéc do.

Thiét tudng cling can néu ra day yéu t6 khai thi Chan 1y noi dao
Cao Dai c6 phai bi han hep hay khong. Chiing t6i, nhimg ngudi Cao Dai
thudc 16p tré hién nay rat 14y 1am sung suéng khi nhan biét yéu t6 dat
duoc chan Iy noi dao Cao Dai rat 12 phon thinh. Chiing t6i xin mao muoi
tam luge giai ra day mot cach vin tit :

That ra, phan Chan Ly Vii Tru t Thuong C6 dén nay déu do
nhitng nguyén 1y Ton gido khai thi noi loai ngudi. Phai néi dé6 1a phin
Tam Linh cda Vi Tru nam trong linh vuc v6 hinh chi duoc khai thi noi
nhitng Gido chi hay noi cic ngudi trung gian di c6 tir nghin xua ma hién
nay duoc goi la dong tir.

Cho nén, cdc Gido chi cé thé xem nhu nhitng Than Linh cua the
gi6i Vo Hinh hién bang hinh ngudi dé dem Chan Ly Vii Tru ban truyén
trong nhan loai. Ngoai ra, tirnghin xwa & An dg, c6 cdc Than thi (Rishis)
hay & Hy Lap c6 cac Pythie di ty minh néi lén nhing 16i 1€ cia Than
Linh, chdng khdc gi & Trung Hoa, vao thoi nha Chau, c6 nhimg nguoi
goi 1a nghién (nam) hay vu (ni¥) d dwoc Than Linh nhap vao dé€ day cho
dan nhimg phdp tic luat 1. Nhimg hang ngudi ndy dugc xem nhu nhitng
dong tir hién nay trong dao Cao Pai. Nhu vay dong tir 1a mot yéu t6
dugc khai thi vé mat Chan Ly Vi Tru da c6 tir nghin xua c6 thé xem nhu
1a mot yéu t6 gom nira Vo Hinh, nira hitu thé trong su gieo truyén Chan
Ly Vii Tru tir khai nguyén nhan loai cho dén bay gio.

Nhu vay hai yé&u t6 can cho su ban truyén Chan 1y Vi tru di cé
trong dao Cao Dai mét cich nguyén ven :
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yéu t6 V6 Hinh =  ditc Cao Dai, Gido Chu V6 Hinh.

yéu t6 ban V6 Hinh =  dong tir (nira v6 hinh + nita hitu hinh)
nén khong thé cho ring hé théng gieo truyén chén 1y trong dao Cao Dai
da bi han hep ma chinh d6 12 mot h¢ thong ph6i hop nhitng yéu t6 kim c6
trén toan thé gidi vay.

Ciing nén néi o thém ring, chinh cdc Gido chi véi cdi xdc pham
tran tuc, né€u khong phai do yéu t6 tam linh V6 Hinh qui dinh tinh chat
phi thudng cta cdc Ngai trong su khai ngé Chéan Ly, thi thir héi cdc t6n
gido di c6 gitp ich gi cho céi xa hoi t6i tam sa doa tir Xua nay?

B.100 C6 phdi ditc Cao Pai da day phdi chdp nhén nhing diéu trén?
Toan bo hay ting phin? Néu khéong ai dd duwa ra quan diém
nay?

Theo nhan dinh trén, dong thoi ciing qua cic Thanh Ngon, dao
Cao Dai di chdp nhan phan chan 1y tiém tang noi cc ton gido nhung
khong chdp nhan nhitng sy canh céi vé sau. N6i thé c6 nghia la cic Gido
ché 12 nhiing phét ngén nhan phin Chan Iy Vi tru noi dia phuong gidng
thé cia minh, tuy c6 khac biét sau nay khi suy dién ra toan thé nhan loai,
nhung néu duoc tim hiéu vé bé sau s& thdy khong khic nhau noi nhimng
ton gido.

That ra thi xuyén qua nhimg 13i day ciia cdc Ngai, ngudi ta thdy
c6 nhiing diéu bi nhiém bén trong ma cdc Ngai hodc néi khong o, hoac
diing nhimg bi€u tugng, hoic khong néi gi hét, hoac tr ch6i giai thich.
Ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai tu ho khong c6 quyen chap nhan hay khong nhimg
digu nay, ma chinh Thanh Ngon ciia V6 Hinh dé cho ho biét nhu thé.
Céc Thanh Ng6n ndy di nhan dugc & khip céc chi phdi, déc biét trong
hai quyén THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN (Phé Do) va DAI THUA
CHON GIAO (Chiéu Minh - Vo Vi).
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THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN c6 ghi nhu sau :

"NGOC HOANG THUQNG PE VIET CAO PAI TIEN ONG PAI
BO TAT MA HA TAT GIAO PAO NAM PHUONG .

"Von tir truéc THAY ldp ra Ngii chi Dai Dao la : Nhon dao, Thin
dao, Thanh dao, Tién dao, Phat dao.

Tuy theo phong hoa cua nhdn loai ma gdy Chdnh gido, la vi khi
trudc Can vo ddc khdn, Khon vé ddc duyét, thi nhéan loai duy cé hanh
dao ngi tu phuong minh ma théi.

"Con nay thi nhan loai da hiép dong, Can khon di tan thite, thi lai
bi phan nhiéu dao dy ma nhan loai nghich ldn nhau, nén Thay méi nhitt
dinh qui nguyén phuc nhit. Lai nita, truéc Thdy da giao Chdnh gido
cho tay pham, cang ngay lai cang xa Thdnh gido ma ra pham gido.
Thay ldy lam dau dén hdng thdy gén trét muoi ngan ndm, nhan loai phdi
sa vao noi 16i 16i mat kiép chén A ty.

"Thay nhitt dinh dén chinh minh Thay dé r6i cdc con, chang chiu
giao chdnh gido cho tay pham niza ....."t

DAI THUA CHON GIAO c6 ghi bai Thanh Ngoén cua diic Cao
Dai, nhitng doan chinh yéu duoc lugc trich nhu sau :

" ... Bay Thay gidi so ché dao v6 vi ma vmg 16 noi hitu hinh.

“... Dao ldp ra cot yéu dé do phén hén cia nhan loai cho thoat
khoi chon mé do, thodt vong tdn khd, nén mdi gieo chon truyén khdp
chd, cot tinh ngé nhon sanh.

" ... Dd biét Dao la thanh thanh, tinh tinh, khéng itng 19 ra ngoai
nhung muon ldp gido phdi lam sao?

" Phdi bay co hitu hinh dé chi ré Iy méi dugc. Vdy cdch lap gido

T THANH NGON HIEP TUYEN, trang 18 - Thanh Ngon ngay 24/4/1926.
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ctia Thay ciing khéng chi la, chi noi theo Tam gido truéc ma lam qui ci

chudn thdng roi dem gom vé mot moi chanh.

" Tam gido trudc la Nho, Thich, Pao vi hodng khai ciing da ldu
doi nén bi bién cdi ma thanh thi phdi thdt chon truyén lam cho sai lac
mdt hét cd Thién co mau nhiém, bdi dé nhon sanh tu tuy nhiéu ma thanh

thi chang cé.
”... Ba nén tén gido da thdt chon truyén :

Dao Thich, dao Thién bay di doan tir doi Than Tii lam mé hodc
chiing sanh. Vdy ciing phd do ma chi dem con nguoi vao duong u am,
lac lam. Kinh sdm truyén lai ma khong khdo citu, kiém tam cho ra chon

Iy, chdng dinh tri tham thién, khong gom than nhdp dinh.

Con Nho gido, sau doi Manh Tit, cang ngay cang lam lac, duong
Thién Iy chdng can, ché tham nhiém khong ré, chi hoc ddng khoe tai
hay gidi, duc loi cdu danh, tén nhon ich ky, ché khong chiu hoc dé sia
minh, tdm hiéu cho t6t ciing cdi Iy cao siéu huyén bi, cdi co nguon cgi

muon loai .....

Con Dao gido la huyén bi, tham chi u huyén bi, chi c¢é nguoi bic
thuong tri méi thdu ddo ché can nguyén, con bucc thuomg nhon ha tri thi
rdt khé thong co mdu nhiém, boi va@y mdi hiéu lam, tuong sdi ma bai ra
phép tdc, phi chii lam cho mé hodc théi doi, thém e phong tuc, khién
nguoi nhiém ldy di doan ndo la ho phong hodn vé, tréc qui trit ma, bay

binh b6 trdn, mdi bién ra td dao bang mon thiét la rdt hai ...."t

Nhu vay, su thét chon truyén ctia Tam gido da do dic Cao Dai chi
day khong phai theo quan niém cia ngudi pham, cling nhu 16i chi day
téng quat vé céc ton gido trong sy han hep cta tu phuong trén day da
gitip ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai nh4n thay d6 1a nhimg chan ly b4t bién, nhitng

+ DAl THUA CHON GIAO, frang 429 - 458
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su kién ma ngudi tin do Cao Dai c6 thé nhéan thdy hing ngay, khong phai
mot chd, moét tén gido ma & céc noi, cc ton gido déu bi phu md bdi 16p
vét chét sa doa, nhiéu khi chay theo nhiing hao nhodng cta thé tinh hon
12 di vao con dudng thadm nghiém cia dao phdp.

Cho nén, khi dugc su khai thi cia V6 Hinh, nguoi tin d6 Cao Dai
da nhan chan dugc dau 1a dudng chanh phai theo, va dau 12 néo ta nén
trdnh. Tuy ciing tir mot t6n gido, nhung hién nay, khong thé ch4p nhan
toan dién ma chi nhin nhan timg phan, nhimg phén goi 12 sing tao cla
nhimg Gido chi truyén day, nhung da bj nhimg ngudi sau lam sai lac di.
Ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai khong d4m nhan sy trén truée ctia mbi dao minh
ma cai thién cic ton gido trudc, nhung ho biét ring cic ton gido truéc di
ra doi, n€u khong ty cai thién va tr phuc hdi can nguyén sdng tao clia
minh nhu ditc Cao Dai di néu ra, thi sé tré thanh nhimg bic tudng tu gisi
han minh trong 4y d€ tan lun dan dan ma théi.

B.101 Theo quan diém cia nguoi tin d6 Cao Dai, Chdn ly la gi? Cgé
phdi dé la mét tri ning thudn tity khong?

Ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai xem Chan Ly 12 nhiing gi c6 that 1am nén
Can khon Vi try. Do d6, con ngudi 1a mot phin céia Can khén Vi tru
cling 1a mot phan cia Chan Ly. Nhu vay, Chan Ly nim trong tam hoat
dong hay tam quan sét ciia con ngudi nhung khong bi han hep trong hay
ngoai con ngudi vi dit c6 con ngudi hay khong, Chan Ly van c6 dé hinh
thanh vii tru. Tuy nhién, n€u khong c6 con nguoi thi Chan 1y cé thé
khong dugc khéi thi do sy thi€u s6t phan thi hién linh dng ciia Chéan Ly
tc 1a con ngudi vay.

Tri nang clia con ngudi 1a mo6t phin ciia Chan Ly, nhung khong
phai nht d6 ma Chéan Ly dugc nhan dién. Cho nén, véi Iy tri, con ngudi
¢6 thé quan st Chan Ly theo be r0ng ma khong he tim ra Chan Ly theo

be sau ctia n6, do sy gi6i han cla ngii quan noi con ngudi. Néu con
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ngudi c6 thém dugc mot gidc quan nita dé€ b6 tdc vao ngii quan, c6 thé
nhan biét dugc nhitng gi ngii quan khong thay, khoéng biét, c6 1€ ho s&
tim ra chan ly. ‘

B.102 Déi vdi tin do Cao Pai, thé gidi vdt chat hién tai co thdt khong
hay do chi la mét do tuong cua tri 6c con nguoi?

Hién tugng vat chét - hay néi cho ding vat chét - ciing 1a mot
phan ctia Chan Ly nhung lai 1a phan hién tuéng hay thay d6i khi con khi
mat, ¢an phai dugc nhan dién qua nhimng do dnh dy méi thiy duge thyc
chit ciia né. N6i thé ¢ nghia 1a mot céi cay khong tuwong hinh cho vat
thé tao nén né ma phdi nghi rang cdi cay y di hap thu t nhitng gi v6
bién sau xa cta vi tru dé tao thanh né. Nhiing gi vo bién siu xa dy c¢6
that nén méi tao dung va nuéi dudng cdi cay &y dén khi cay 4y trudng
thanh roi mat di dé cho cdi cay khic dugce tao thanh tir cdi gi c6 thit da
nuodi dudng no.

Cho nén, nhiing c4i gi con ngudi thdy trudc mat chi 1a nhimg ao
anh thu nhan vio nhin gi6i con ngudi ma thoi, khong phai la nhitng hién

tuong c6 that.

B.103 Néu thé gidi hién tuong cé thdt thi tai sao phdi im cdch thodt
khoi no?

Nhu trén di néi, thé gi6i hién tugng trong d6 c¢é con ngudi chila
nhing 4o anh khong phai 1a nhitng gi c6 that lam nén cho Chan ly Vi
tru. Chinh c4i 4o 4nh nay da 1am cho con ngudi tudng 12 that dé chi biét
¢6 mot minh né ma thoi. Do d6, c4c ton gido méi néu ra phuong phdp dé
gi4i thodt cdi 4o anh nay ma di tim thé gidi that von 12 ngudn séng chung
c4 moi vat thé trong vii tru, khong phai s6m con t6i mat nhurta thdy trudc
mit. C8i song d6 1a Cuc Lac hay Nét Ban, cdi séng thanh than cta
nhitng linh hon bét ti, noi ma nhitng 4o anh khong con 16i cuén con
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nguoi trong nhitng bién thdi ciia né dugc nita.

B.104 Lam thé nao nhdn biét duoc bdn thé hay tinh chadt ciia ditc Cao
Dai, hay Thugng Dé?

bic Cao Dai hay Thuong D€ véi Ian Tam ky Pho d6 nay da gidng
pham dudi mot thuc thé v6 hinh bing huyén diéu co bit va dugc xem
nhu 1a mét Tam linh Vi tru. Ngai ty xung vira 1a THAY vira Ia CHA
chung cia nhan loai, nén sy gidng thé ctia Ngai khong khac sy xu4t hién
ciia mot vi Thin Linh, hay linh hon cia nhitng ngudi di didc dao & the
gian. Bdi thé, con ngudi cé thé nhan biét dugc Ngi néu ho nhan biét
duoc tam linh cia ho ciing 1a mot thuc thé v6 hinh dang dieu dong cudc
sOng cua ho.

Diéu nay tir nghin xua dén nay vin 12 mot van dé nan giai cha
nhan loai khi ma con ngudi khong thdy gi khdc hon ngoai phan thé x4c
cla ho ma th6i. Nhung, nhitg trudng hop xudt hién ciia th€ gi6i vo hinh
bang bac ty ¢6 chi kim, tir Dong sang Tay, A Phi Au My noi dau ciing
cho con ngudi bi€t ring ngoai thé gisi vat chét con c6 mot the gi6i ma su
quan st cua gidc quan khong thau ddo dugc dang hién dién bén con
ngudi. B6i véi nhing tin do Cao Dai thi xuyén qua huyén diéu co bit ho
thdy 16 thé giéi Vo Hinh trén cling t6t 1a ditc Cao Dai hay Thuong p&
dang diéu dong ho mot cach tryc tiép, khong phai mo ho 4o tuong nhu
ngudi thudng tudng tuong ma néi ra.

B.105 Thé nao la Long Hoa theo quan niém Cao Dai? Long Hoa la
gi, khi nao dén va dén nhu thé nao?

Theo Dai Thira Chon Giso, Hoi Long Hoa 12 ngay phé4n dodn titc
12 Ian phan xét ciia Thuong D€ c6 tinh cich quyét dinh sur thuéng phat
clia linh hon con ngudi. Theo nghia nay thi Hoi Long Hoa dong nghia
v6i Lan Phan Xét cu6i ciing (Dernier Jugement) ciia Thién Chia gio.
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Ve doan chét clia cau hoi thi ngudi tin do Cao Dai ching t6i quan
niém ring Long Hoa 12 danh tir d€ chi su phédn xét cua Thugng D€ d6i
vé6i linh hon con ngudi ngay sau khi linh hon roi khoi thé xdc d€ duge
qui dinh mc thudng phat. N6i thé c6 nghia Ia d6i véi tit cad moi ngudi
khi linh hén ho roi khoi thé xdc déu phai chiu su phdn xét nay, hoac
Thugng DE nhin nhan cong qua ciia ho hoéc khong nhin nhén do sy gia
d6i chia the gian. Vi du nhu nhing chifc sdc caa céc ton gido, dit O the
gian di dugc xung tung véi tude phidm gi nhung chinh ho cling khong c6
mot ditc d6 xing v6i phan thudng thiéng lieng thi ho van bi tir ch6i phan
thudng ma ding v6i phdm vi ho da dat dugc. Hoac c6 nhiing ké do mé
tin ma chay theo tuéc quyén hodc tu phong chic phdm cho minh ciing bi
su trimg phat nhu nhiing ngudi thuong. Pitu nay c6 nghia 1a moi sy viéc
tren thé gian khong ai qua mét dugc thé giéi V6 Hinh, cho dit ngudi dy &
trong mot ton gido hay khong c6 ton gido nao.
Cho nén, ngudi tin do Cao Dai thudng mong "tu cho kip hoi Long
Hoa" c6 nghia 1a tu cho ding v6i chan truyen cla dic Cao Dai dé s&
duoc thira nhan cong qua, c6ng phu, cong trinh di c6 noi c6i V6 Hinh
khi linh hon lia khoi thé x4c va dén truéc mit dic Cao Dai dé chiu xu
phén xét cudi cing clia mot ki€p 1am nguoi. '

B.106 Bdng cdch nao ma dao Cao Dai cho ring da thanh céng hon
cdc tén gido & Nhit va Nhi ky Pho do?

Ngui tin do Cao Dai khong he néi 13 ton gido minh phai thanh
cong hon c4c ton gido & Nhut va Nhi ky Phé do. Nhung vi céc ton gido
& méi tu phwong di c6 nhiém vu & nhitng tut phuong d6, néu dem suy
dién ra trong hoan cinh "nam chau chung cho, bon bién chung nha"
ngly nay c6 nhiu diém khong thich nghi. Do d6, su xudt hién dao Cao
Pai c6 ¥ nghia trong sy tao dung mot moi truong thich nghi cho moi 16p
ngudi & tat ci dia phuong trén khip hoan cau, noi nao ciing s& tim dugc
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nhiing ché thich hop dé€ 1am dudng tu ti€n cho minh mot cdch hi¢u qua.
Trong khi cic ton gido trudc chi con lai nhitng ddu vét tu hoc trong kinh
sdch ma phan thuc nghiém hiu nhu khéng con duge nhitng sic thii hon
nhién ngay khai nguyén lam cho lu m& cdi chanh phdp ma cac Gido chu

dé lai khong con két qua nhu ngay xua.

B.107 Dua trén cdn bdn nao ma dao Cao Pai chéng lai thuyét Duy
Vdt? Va nhuthé ciing cé ham y chong lai nhitng khdm phd lién
tyc cia khoa hoc kg thudt da vach dinh thuyét nay?

Dao Cao Dai khéong chong doi thuyét Duy Vat, nhung chi xem
thuyét Duy Vat da dia ra mo6t nhan dinh phién dién v vat chat ma thoi.
dao Cao Dai ch6ng d6i thuyét V6 than do Duy Vat d& ra chi vi cdc nha
Duy Vat khéong di khé nang dé phan biét vé Vii Tru khi ma ho khong
chdp nhan nhitng sy that c6 thé cé ngoai nhitng quan sit cia ngil quan
Con ngudi. Trong khi dé thi d6i véi khoa hoc, k§ thuat, nguoi tin do
Cao Dai xem d6 1a nhimg phuong tién khong thé khong c6 dé canh tan
doi song clia nhan loai ve phwong dién vat chat. Phainéi dé 1 moOt phan
di¢u dung ctia Thuong D€ dit dé cho loai ngudi dé go0p vao su tin héa
chung ting hop véi su sinh dudng va gido héa nhan loai ma didc Cao Dai
hing day dé trén quan diém vira 1a Thay vira Ia Cha ciia nhan loai vay.

B.108 Nguwdi Cao Pai nhdn dinh rang bdn tinh ciia con nguvi vén
thién. Lam thé nao dé ldp ludn nhu thé?

Nhu d4 trinh bay tru6e day, con ngudi c6 phén Tam Linh 1am cht
thé x4c v6n 12 mot phan cia Tam Linh Vi Tru (Thuogng DE) tao thanh.
Chinh c4c phan Tam Linh nay d4 mang mot sdc thdi ma theo sy quan st
cla cdc nha luan 1j hoc goi 14 ban tinh cia con ngudi vady. Nhung su
trudng ton clia Vi tru di qui dinh su s6ng con ctia moi vat thé & the gian.
Sy qui dinh ndy bao gom nhimg ¥ niém trudng ciru, bat bi€n ma ngudi ta
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thudng goi 1a nhimg ¥ niém vé Chan, Thién, M§ khong bao gi¢ boc 1o
hoan toan du6i tAm quan sét cia con ngudi tir xua nay. Cho nén, khi
phéat nguyén tir vii tru, con ngudi tu nhién c6 mang theo nhimg dac tinh
ctia vii tru bao gom nhimg ¥ niém trudng ctru bat bién vé Chan, Thién,
M3 nhu di c6. Néi mot cdch thong thudng, ban tinh con ngudi von thi€n
1a vay.

B.109 Béi ching ta biét ring con nguoi tin héa tic nhiing loai thdp
hon ma lén, dén mitc dé nao thi con nguoi c6 mét linh hon?

Linh hon dy thanh hinh nhu thé nao?
Theo kinh DAI THUA CHON GIAO, c6 hai loai ngudi :

"Loai nguyén nhdn la nhitng con nguoi da cé phdn Tam Linh phat
xudt tix Tam Linh Vi Tru (Thuong Dé) von nguyén ven tir budi dau nén
can phdi tim cdch trdlai can nguyén phdt xudt ciia ho theo ludt tie nhién
cua vi try.

Loai héa nhan la hang ngiuoi tan héa tic nhimg sinh vdt ha ddng
ma lén. Bdi 1& nhitng sinh vdt ha ddng ciing phat nguodn tnguyén ly Vii
tru ma ra, nhung theo sy thanh hinh budi dau cita sinh vat ha ddng
khéng day di nhu noi con nguoi nén phdi nhé su tu tén dé cho phan
nguyén Iy vii tru dy dén mifc do hoan toan ddy dii nhu con nguoi thi sé
duoc nhdp véi thé xdc cia con nguoi dé thanh hinh m¢t nhdn than.

Nhumg vén la mot héa nhan nhu bao gio'.

B.110 Nguoi Cao Dai nhdn dinh réng cdc logi ha ddng ciing c6 linh
hon. Néu thé thi ddc tinh cia nhimg lodi dy la gi?
Piic Cao Dai c6 day trong DAI THUA CHON GIAO nhu sau:

"Cdc con nghe: nhu loai thdo méc ciing c6 tho noi Thay mot diém

+ DAl THUA CHON GIAO - Nhan Vat Tan Héa - trang 303
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nguyén hon. N6 ciing song nhung tri héa tho ngay. Cdc con coi do, tie
thdo méc bdt dau lén cho chi loai nguoi c6 ba cdi phdp :

1. Nhu thdo méc thi cdi goc trd xuéng ngon day lén.
2. ROiné tan héa dén buc cdm thi thi cdi dau cdi dudi ngang nhau.
3. Thi cam qua nhon loai thi cdi ddu tro lén trén, cdi chan xuéng dudi.

Ay la ba phép ... "t

B.111 Vi nguoi Cao Dai thi linh hon la gi, dinh nghia nhu thé nao,
muc dich rasao?Lam sao nhdn dinh no? Linh hon cé khdc tém

hon va tri tué khong?

Ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai, qua huyén diéu co bit va kinh nghiém tam
linh khai thi, tin tudng mot cich qua quyét ring con ngudi, ngoai phan
than xéc chu tri sy sinh hoat vat chat hing ngay, c6 mét thuc thé vé hinh
diéu dong cdi than xdc nay. C4i d6 goi 12 linh hon van con (on tai sau khi
lia khéi xdc. Nhu vay, linh hon 1a mét thuc thé vo hinh dang diéu dong
cudc song cla thé xdc con ngudi.

S§ di c6 linh hon vi linh hon 12 y&u t6 tao nén mot sinh vit. Néu
khong c6 linh hon thi sinh vat khéng thanh?.
Linh h6n goém c6 hai phan:
. phan chon than titc 12 Nhi x4c than, tic 12 phan tim linh dong
chat véi Tam Linh Vii Tru (Thuong D€).

. phan gid than bao gdm c4c linh vuc sinh hoat ctia tam hon, tri
nang va nhitng cam quan hiing ngdy, ciing nhu nhimg phan thudc
Ve tam tinh ciia con ngudi.

B.112 Nguoi tin dé Cao Dadi quan niém nhu thé nao vé nhitng khdi

T DAl THUA CHON GIAO - Nhan Vat Tén Héa - trang 306
1 Xin xem cdu trd 18i B.109 va B.1N0O
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niém cua nhadt nguyén va nhi nguyén thuyét? Lam thé nao ho
chdp nhdn nhi nguyén thuyét khi chi cé6 mot ding Thuong Pé
Cao Dai, Tao Héa cua moi vdt? '

Nhat Nguyén thuyét (nhu Hégel) hay Nhi Nguyén thuyét (nhu
Descartes) chi 12 mot cdch 1y giai nhitg khdi niém cia con ngudi xuyén
qua ly trf ciia ho dé gidi thich vii tru. Nhung vil tru tu né kh6ng don gian
nhu tri 6¢c con ngudi. Béi vi cho di con ngudi hiéu nhu thé no, vil tru
vin con 1a nhitng gi bi mat dang & chung quanh ho. Nhiing ké 14y 1y tri
ma néi dé cho ring giai duoc cdi nghia cta vil tru thi that qua 1a khong
biét troi cao dt rong vay.

Cho nén, khi c6 ging gidi cho ra céi nghia clia Vi try, con nguoi
phai tu thdy ring minh bat luc vi sy bé ti cia khéi 6c, vi su nho hep cua
fam mit, duong nhién 12 thé, néu ho khong c6 dugc mot 4n hué nao cia
thé gi6i vo hinh khai thi cho ho.

Cho dit cdc nha ton gido thudng dua ra nhi nguyén thuyét thi d6
ciing chi 12 mot cdi tén goi ma thoéi. Nhung khong thé néii ring ding
Thuong D& 1a do Iy Am Duong gia hiép dugct.

Nhu thé, ngudi tin 46 Cao Dai khong he phéi theo mot thuyét nao
dé giai thich vil try, nhumg vén dé dugc néu ra la con ngudi c6 thé quan
niém dich xdc dwoc vii try theo nhitg nha 1y giai biing 1y tri ciia minh
khong. Su that thi cau néi cla Socrate 1a mot bai hoc thuc nghiém rat
diing d4n "Connais-toi toi-méme": Néu chua biét duoc minh 12 ai, thi
khong nén dua ra mot nhan dinh vé vi tru.

B.113 Trong nd luc gidi thodt linh hon bdng cdch gidi trix nghiép bdo
lam cho link hon dugc siéu thodt, nguoi tin do phdi dat dugc
viéc nay trong nhitng gidi han nao? Vi du su hy sinh than minh

+ Xin xem cdu B.18 - B th0 nhit
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c6 duoc chdp nhdn, cén nhdc dé giip nguoi tin do duoc tinh tan
hon trén con duong gidi thodt cua ho hay khong?

Giai dugc nghiép bdo 12 mot bude dau cia sy giai thodt linh hon
con nguoi. Su xa ky hay vi tha vong Ky ciing chi 1a mdt trong nhimg
diéu kién dao ly gitdp cho con ngudi dat dén mic do cao tréi ctia tim linh
ma thoéi, ché khong phai 1a con dudng gidi thoét trong dao Cao Dai.

Vi thé cho nén, ditc Cao Dai méi truyén bi phép lai cho nhiing
mon dé hién con giit trong phan Vo6 Vi. D6 1a con dudng giai thoét theo
tam phap Cao Dai, khong vay muogn bat ky mot ton gido nao di cé6 trudc.
D6 la phuong phédp tu luyén ban than ma van phai lam viéc dé€ tra ng
doi'.

B.114 Nguoi Cao Dai quan niém nhu thé nao vé Thdp Pia ciia Bo Tt
thia?

Theo kinh Phat, Thap Dja ctia B6 T4t thira nim trong ngii nhin
chi mifc tu ti€n clia ngudi mon do Phat phép din dén hanh Bb Tt tir
Phuc nhén, Tin nhan, Thuan nhén, V6 sanh nhin dén Tich diét nhén.
Phuong phdp nay d6i v6i ngudi Cao Dai hinh nhur xa Ia. Mon dé phan
Vo Vi ctia dao Cao Dai chi biét c6 mo6t kinh Cam Ung va hanh dao theo
bf phép ma thoi.

B.115 Chu Phdt nhu Nhién Dang, Thich Ca, A Di Pa, Di Ldc va Bo
Tdt nhu Quan Am v.v... da dong vai tro gi trong dao Cao Dai?

Cac vi Phat nhu Nhién Dang, Thich Ca dugc xem nhu nhitng Gido
chi khai sang chan truyén Phat phap & cdc thoi ky Phé d¢ trude. Cac vi
nhu A Di Da, Di Lic ciing duge t6n xung trong dao Cao Dai nhu nhimg
vi Than Linh déng gép tich cuc vao su tién héa ciia nhan loai. Con cic
vi Bb Tét nhr Quan Am duoc xem nhu 12 mot tim guong sing vé dao
t Xin xem Lich SO Bao Cao Pai - Phan V5 Vi - cla Pong Tan
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hanh dé huéng din phai nit trén dudng tu hoc trong dao Cao Dai.

B.116 Cé phadi su gidi thodt la mot trong nhitng muc dich cua su tén
héa linh hon trong dao Cao Pai? Néu thé, phdi c6 nhitng phdm
cdch gi trudc khi dat dugc diéu do?

Muc dich chinh cla sy t4n héa linh hon 12 tim trd lai ngéi vi cla
minh budi khai nguyén. Nguoi Cao Dai ching t6i hién nay goi dé 1a “si
dung hop Tam linh Con nguoi véi Tam linh Vii tru”. D6 chinh 12 sy gidi
thoét toan dién cta linh hon. Nhung ngudi tu dé tim dudng gidi thodt
linh hon khong he c6 quan niém cho riing ddi 12 cinh kh6 nhu kinh Phat
di n6i ma phai xem ddi 12 mot trudng thi ma ngudi tu la thi sinh dang
nhan chju nhimng bai khdo hach ciia V6 Hinh. Cho nén ngudi tu Vo Vi
phai 1am viéc doi nhu ngudi thudng, chit khong duge tim noi vdng vé
tich mich, vi nhu thé c6 nghia 1a tr6n ng ddi. Song song v6i viéc phai tra
ng doi trong dé c6 sy dén dép cong on cuia cha me, dong bao, hay cua
qudc gia x4 hoi, ngudi tu V6 Vi lai phai hang ngay thoi tinh luyén dé
giai thodt tam linh minh, ching khéc gi nhu phai 1am viéc d€ tré ng ddi
vay. C6 thé nhu thé thi su ddc qua méi chinh do minh 1am ra. Con vao
chiia, vio dén thy, tinh th4t dé hudng clia ching sanh thi chi c6 nghia la
dé tra no cho ngudi da nudi minh.

Cho nén, difc tinh can c6 clia ngudi trude khi tu gidi thodt 1a phai
xem doi chi 12 nhitg gia tao ma ho khong nén dam mé, cho dut nhing
chiic quyén to 16n trong dao hay ngoai doi d6i véi ho ciing tré thanh vo
nghia dé chi biét c6 mot phép moén tu hoc ma thoi. Néu con ham danh
loi, ham nhing gi thuc vé minh thi khong bao gi® theo phdp moén gidi
thoat dugc.

B.117 Vi nguoi Cao Dai khong chiu nhdn rdng dao Cao Dai la Phdt
gido canh tin (Bouddhisme rénové), lam sao ho gidi thich su
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hién dién thuong truc cua toan bé khdi niém Phdt gido, phdn
lon nhitng diéu nay tin do cdc ton gido khdc nhu Hoi gido khong
linh hoi duoc, lai thuong thdy ¢ nhitng noi tho phung nhu
nhitng cdu doi: "Phdt nhut tang huy, Phdp ludn thuong chuyén"

0 ban tho hodc nhitng khdi niém vé ludn hoi v.v... ?

Day la m6t diéu ma nhitng ngudi thanh nién Cao Dai chiing t6i
hién nay rat thic mic d6i v6i cic vi tien b6i. Du trong Vo Vi hay trong
Phé Do chiing t6i ciing tim théy rai rdc c6 nhimg cau nhu "Caodaisme
ou Bouddhisme rénové". Chinh diéu nay 1am cho giéi trf thifc tir trugc
nay hiéu sai lac vé dao Cao Dai rat nhiéu.

Trong nhimng nam suu tam st liéu, t6i nhan thdy chit Caodaisme
ou Bouddhisme rénové chi diing trong nhiing sdch viét bing ti€ng Phép
néi vé dao Cao Dai, tuyét nhién nhitg kinh sach hay Thanh Ngon bing
qudc am khéng hé n6i nhu thé. Do d6, chiing t6i phai néi rang d6 chi la
mot cich suy dién d€ cho ngudi Phép duong quyen cai tri lic bdy gidy
khoi thdc mac va b6t nghi ngd chon truyén dao Cao Dai, méi khi khai
bao hoac bj hach hdi diéu gi ma théi. Vi dyu nhu trong tap chi La Revue
Caodaiste thinh thodng c6 néi t6i, hoic trong 14 don ciia ong Lé Vian
Thom gbi dén chi tinh Can Tho dé xin phép thanh 1ap nghia dia Chiéu
Minh ciing da giai thich cho ngudi Phdp mét c4ch don gian rang dao
Cao Dai khong khéc gi dao Phat .v.v... dé cong viéc khoi 1ong vong tré
ngai. Lai nifa, néu dua ra mot dac tinh vé dao Cao Dai thi khong gi dé
n6i cho r6 hon 1a n6i nhu thé vi ngudi ta thay trong dao Cao Dai ciing c6
sy an chay, c6 ngil gidi cm, c6 thuyét luan hoi y nhu cla Phat.

Tuy nhién, d6i véi thé hé thanh nién Cao Dai hién nay thi danh
xung "Caodaisme ou Bouddhisme rénové" khong con c6 gi4 tri nita. S&
di nhu th€ vi ching t6i 1 tin do tir nhé chi 16n nhung ching t6i khéng
biét dén kinh Phat 13 gi, cling khong tim biét triét 1y Phat nhu th€ ndo dé
thuc hién cdi dao Cao Dai. V6i mot nhan xét toan dién, chiing t6i nh4n
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thdy trong dao Cao Dai khong phai chi c6 cdc triét Iy Phat, ma con c6 tat
ca cic ton gido khac hop lai mbi noi mot it. Vi du nhu phdp mén V6 Vi
diing kinh Cam Ung ctia dao Lo, dudng thé dao ciia phan Phé D6 diing
dao ly ctia Nho gido trong moi Xt thé ti€p vat "Tam cang, ngii thuong, tu
than, té gia, tri qudc, binh thién ha". T6 chic Ciru Tring Dai c6 thé xem
nhu phan 16n c4c t6 chic cia Thién Chiia gido v.v... B&i th€, néu goi dao
Cao Dai 1a Phat gido canh tan thi ciing c6 thé goi 1a Lio gido canh tan,
Nho gido canh tan hay Thién Chia gido canh tan v.v... méi tén gido nhu
c6 du mot phan vao Cao Dai gido.

Con cau "Phat nhut tang huy, phép luan thudng chuyén" tuy la
cau triét 1y Phat nhung c6 thé ing dung cho bat cif dudng 161 tu hoc nao,
khong riéng gi cho dao Phat (Phat nghia la su gidc ngd) hay cho phap
luan nha Phat (Phdp tic 14 dao phép). Trong khi dé thi nhitng thuy€t nhu
luan hoi nghiép béo 1a nhimg chan ly ma dao Cao Dai ¢6 thé ching
nghiém x4c thyc qua nhimg Thinh Ngoén va qua duong 16i tu hoc cla
dao Cao Dai.

B.118 Quan niém cia nguoi Cao Dai vé nhdn qud nhu thé nao? Y
nghia ra sao? '

Ngudi Cao Dai tin nh4n thuyét nhan qua. D6 12 mot sy cong bang
trong luat dién bién ty nhién cla Troi Dat. Con nguoi bidm thu moi
quyeén ning cia Thuong D€ Tao Hoéa nén tu con ngudi ciing la mot Vi
tru thu hep dé tir d6 chiu nhiing dinh ludt cta v try trong Iy duong nhién
ctia nhitng hinh hién thé gian khong ra ngoai nhing ¥ ni¢m vay tra, mat
con ma chinh con ngudi da ty dat dé 14y. C6 thé néi con ngudi lam chu
hoan toan nhimg dinh luat y noi minh trong dinh ludt tién héa chung
ctia Vil tru. Thuong D€ chi ban cho loai ngudi bang mot phan tam linh
ctia minh nhimg diéu kién digu hanh cudc s6ng budi dau roi sau dé tu
con ngudi 1am ra c4i s6ng ctia minh cho tng hop v6i hoan canh va diéu
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kién ma Thuong P& di ban cho. Thugng Dé khong budc ai phai lam
viéc gi, dii x4u hay t6t, dé tly con ngudi tu gidc ma lam va s& gdnh chiu

hau qua ctia cong viéc lam dé6.

B.119 Nguoi Cao Dai quan niém nhu thé nao vé thuyét than bi va
nhiing hién tuong thdn bi, nhiing diéu khong lién quan gi dén
hé théng Thdan Linh cdn bdn cua dao Cao Pai?

Pao Cao bai lap thuyét qua nhitng khai thi cia co bit, nhung
khong phai vi th€ ma chdp nhdn nhilng hién tuong thin bi dé 1am cin
ban cho gido thuyét. S& di nhu thé vi nguoi tin do6 Cao dai khong nhan
su mé tin theo ta quyén bang nhiing su viéc phi thudng ma ngudi thé
gian khong lam duoc d€ cho ring d6 12 mot phan clia gido thuyét cin
phai theo. Didc Ng6 Minh Chiéu c6 néi véi chur dé tir ring khéng nén tin
vao nhimg huyén diéu hitu hinh (tic 12 nhiing hién tugng thén bi) vi d6
chi 1a tro vat chét, khong néi 1én dugc Chan Iy Vil tru c6 khi 1am cho sai
lac dudng 16i cta sy di tim Chan Iy phuong hai cho ngudi tu hoc chan
chinh.

B.120 Nguoi dao Cao Dai c6 tin ring sau khi Tam Ky Phé Dé chim
dist, nhitng sinh vdt ma nghiép duyén da duoc tdn héa dii c6 thé
tdi sinh ¢ mot kiép khdc lam nguoi, va nhitng sinh vdt khdc
phdi tdi sinh & nhitng trang thdi thip kém hon hay sé khong
con ton tai nita hay khong?

biéu nay hoan toan nim trong pham vi bi nhiém ctia Tao Héa. Vi

Thénh Ngon c6 day mot su chuyén doi gan t6i day sau khi Tam Ky Phé
D¢ chdm diit, xin trich nguyén van:

" ... Ddy Thay ludn qua qud Dia cdu 68 ciia cdc con né gdn dén
ngay tiéu diét.

"... Thay khong né dé cho cdc con chung chiu vai lap trong tang
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thiong, nén phdi gidng thé' do doi, thd linh thoan ma dua vé Bong lai

Tién canh.

“...Qud Dia cdu ciia cdc con o day né gan diing thoi ky tan ra. A’y
la Thién tho Thay dinh trieée ngay gio ma ciing vui cho cdc dang chiing
sanh duoc troi budc lén mét ndc thang cao voi. Hé thé gidi nay tiéu diét
thi linh hdn nhan loai dicoc tan héa sang qud Dia cau 67 la noi tién dinh
ctia Pao Méu. Thay mdéi dén day ldn chét ma dem cdc con sang Thé gidi
nhe nhang. Con nhitng dita mé mudi, ngé ngang, téi tinh thi lai bi tiéu
tan ra gié bui. Cdc con phdi cé ngay tdn tuyét. Dita nao thudn Thién
Co, biét dao ditc, thién tir thi Phdt Tién chue rudce, con dita nao dc doc,

tricoc trdn khé ma an than ngay chot.
" ... Nan tiéu diét 1é nao? Cdc con c6 biét chang?

" .. Mot ngay kia, nhimg con nao biét dao ditc, an chay lat, than
thé nhe nhang hiép véi khi Tién Thién lic duong sanh mdi co thé chiu
n6i véi khi dy ma con viing vang séng ddng, con nhiing con vé dao bi cd
khi Hau Thién nén 16i ngay dm tuyét duong sanh dy, chiing né sé khong
bao gio hitng chiu ndi khi chon duong, nén phdi ditt hoi lia mang ... "

B.121 Néu nhin nhdn khd ndang thir nhi, nghia la nhiing sinh vdt khong
hoi du nghiép duyén sé phdi tdi sinh ¢ trang thdi thdp kém hon
con nguoi, diéu nay ddn dén nhimg sinh vdt 6 trang thdi thdp
hon con nguei ciing timg cé link hon va cé thé van con linh hon
trong tinh trang kém tdn héa hon. Nguoi Cao Dai trd loi diém

nay nhu thé nao?

Kinh Pai Thira Chon Gido da x4c nhan diéu nays.

B.122 Néu nhin nhén khd nang thit ba, nghia la nhimg sinh vdt khong

+ DAl THUA CHON GIAO - Dia Cau 68 - trang 418

t Xin xem cdu B0 - bd thy ba
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du mitc do tdn héa sé khong con ton tai nita, diéu nay co mdu
thudn voi dirc hdo sanh ctia ditc Thuong Dé hay dirc Cao P,
ban bo co hoi tu tdn héa cho nhiing sinh vdt ha dang khong?

Su tu diét khong thé khong c6 khi c6 nhitng ngudi khéng 1am theo
y muén cua Thugng D€. Trong nhitng 151 Thanh Ngon di trich din &
cau B.120, thi chinh Thugng P& hay Cao Pai vi dic hdo sanh ma gidng
thé cttu doi [an thit ba nay, nghia 1a Ngai mudn tit ca cidc chon hon duogc
song va phai song, néu khong & day thi & mot qua dia cau khac, nhung
chi nhitng linh hon di ngugc lai didc hdo sanh cia Ngai méi tim co tu diét
ma thoi.

B.123 Theo ludn Iy sau ciung, nguoi tin do Cao Pai khong thé chdc
chdn rdng ho cé thé tdi sinh lam con nguoi ¢ kiép sau hay
khong, nhu vdy phdi c6 mot yéu t6'dinh ménh. Nguoi Cao Pai
gidi thich diéu dé nhu thé nao? Hay su thdt thi chi cdn la mot
nguoi tin do Cao Dadi ciing di bdo ddm dé tdi sinh lam nguoi ¢
kiép sau?

Dao Cao Dai khéng phi nh4n thuyét luan hbi nghiép bdo ma kiép
sau ]1a hau qua cta kiép truéc da qui dinh tinh chat can ban ciia mét thoi
gian con ngudi hién dién & the gian.

Tuy nhién, néi thé khong c6 nghia 12 phi nhan mot yé&u t6 dinh
ménh noi con ngudi, néu hiéu nghia dinh ménh 12 mot luat 1& cia Vi tru
qui dinh sy s6ng con ctia moi vat - moi vat day bao ham t4t ca nhimg gi
c6 trong Vil try tir con ngudi, thi ¢cim, thdo moc cho dén nhimg vat dung
do ngudi lam ra - c6 thé néi Dinh ménh 12 mot luét séng con, cho nén, du
mudn du khong, con ngudi d6i véi Vil tru chi 12 mot vat thé nhu nhig
vat thé khic nén khong thé ra ngoai nhimg luat 1& 4y duoc.

S& di con ngudi phit nhan dinh ménh noi minh vi ho tudng ho 1am

102



Tene Bt Dao Cas Dic

cht duoc cudc song cta ho, nhung d6 chi 1a mét cdi nhin han hep xuyén
qua yéu t6 dinh ménh nhimg gi con ngudi c6 thé c6 ma thoi. N6i thé cé
nghia 12 con ngudi da nam gon trong vong dinh ménh, tr bao gi¥ da
quay theo n6é ma khong hé hay bi€t. N6i mot cach khéc, con ngudi tir
bao nhiéu kiép da di trén con dudng dinh ménh dan ho dén cdi muc tiéu
ma ho dd nhdm sin tir budi khai nguyén. Ty theo kha nang, ho c6 thé
di mau hay di cham, hodc ho da phai vip nga vi nhiing tré ngai do hoan
canh chi ph6i hay do chinh ban than ho tao ra. Tat ca nhiing gi goi la
sang hén gidu ngheéo trén doi nay déu c6 mot nghia cia dinh ménh ma
con ngudi khong thé gidi nghia dugc, va khong hoan toan lam chu duge
nhimg diéu d6. Chinh cdi tinh chét hay gid tri cia méi di€u kién s6ng
noi con ngudi cho ta thdy rd phan dinh ménh hay cdi luat v try qui dinh
vay.

Ciing thé, su tin ngudng 12 mifc d6 tu tié€n cia con ngudi tich liy
tir bao nhiéu kiép truéc. Tuy theo trinh do tién héa cia linh hon ma tin
ngudng qui dinh mifc d¢ giai thodt cua linh hén d6. Vi thé, mot ngudi
theo dao Phat hay Thién chiia mot céch sung tin, khong phai & hién kiép
ma thoi ma dieu kién qui dinh xdc thyc nhit phai néi 1a do nhiéu kiép
truéc cha ho di theo dao 4y dén nay. Cho nén, ngudi tin do Cao Dai
chénh tin phéi néi 1a do sy tich lily mic tu tién tir bao nhiéu ki€p da qua
nén c6 thé qua quyét ring néu khong déc phdp V6 Vi dé thanh Tién Phat
thi ho c6 thé ti sinh 1am ngudi & ki€p sau. Thiét nghi day khong phai 1a

mot ngoa ngdn vay.

B.124 Nguoi Cao Dai ldp dinh thé nao la téi 16i (xdu) va ditc hanh
(t6t), lam sao xdc dinh dugc nhiing diéu nay? Do ddu ma co
quan niém dy, ciia nguoi hay cia Troi? C6 su khdc biét nao vé
quan niém nay giita cdc phdi khong, vi du nhu giita Pho Do va
Vo Vi? Néu dinh nghia theo tir ngit ciia ditc Cao Dai thi nhiing
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dinh nghia dy ¢ ddu va la nhiing gi?

Phai néi nhitng gi do ngdn ngit ma con dén ngay nay déu do con
ngudi ma cd va vi con ngudi ma nén. N6i thé c6 nghia 1 tir khi con
ngudi phan biét duge nhitng gi gitp cho cudc song trong sach 1au dai véi
nhitng gi nhiit thoi té hai thi tir d6 ndy ra nhitng y thic trd thanh danh tir
t6t hay x4u nghia 12 ditc hanh hay toi 16i.

Nhu vy cé thé néi dao dic (dieu t6t dieu thién) 1a nhitng diéu
thuén theo thién 1y, c6 tinh cich sdng tao lau dai, dem lai su sung sudng
cho moi ngudi, hanh phiic cho nhén loai. Con t6i 16i 12 nhitng gi ngugc
lai cudc song chung, chi nham vao muc tiéu nhit thoi, gay su dau khé
cho ké khdc va lam nguy hai dén dong loai. Quan niém vé diéu t6t (dic
hanh) va diéu x4u (t6i 16i) khong khéc nhau giita hai phan Vo Vi va Phé
Do.

B.125 Néu cdu hoi B.121 dugc cong nhén sé ddn dén su mdu thudn
vdi y niém rdng " ké bin cing sé thira hudng qud ddt", nhu vdy
dao Cao Pai chon loc nhitng yéu to ciia cdc ton gido khdc. Lam
thé ndo dé quyét dinh yéu t6' nao duoc thu nhdn hay bé di? Tir
ddu c6 nhing quyét dinh dé? Do ai?

Phan dau cla cau héi khong dugc o rang. Tuy nhién, néu ngay
xua didc Chiia c¢6 phin day cau trén cho hang m6n d6 thi ciing khong cé
nghia la nhing ke ban ciing 1a nhiing ngudi t6i 16i, ma chinh nhimg ké
ban cung trong nhiing diéu kién s6ng thanh sach lai 12 nhitng ké c6 trinh
d6 tam linh cao tréi hon va theo luat ti€n héa chung, chinh ho phai déng
vai trd chinh trong su s6ng con cla thé gi6i loai nguoi, trong khi d6 thi
nhitng ké quyén th€ giau sang, tich liy tir nhimg tham vong t0i 16i phai
bi luat thira trir cia Tao Héa.

Su thu nhén nhitng tinh hoa ciia c4c ton gido d€ c6 nghia 12 1am
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thanh gido thuyét cua dao Cao Dai khong phai la su lya chon hay tim
ki€m d€ thu gom ma chinh 1a moét siring hop tu nhién cla cic yéu t6 xay
dung noi cic ton gido chu tuln chung quanh c4i nghia séng tao cia gido
1y két tinh qua nhitng Thanh Ngon ctia cic ddng Vo Hinh chi day trong

dao Cao Dai.

Cho nén, cin ci vao nhitng 161 Thdnh Ng6n va nhiing thuc nghiém
tam linh noi ngudi moén dé dau tién 12 diic Ng6 Minh Chiéu ma nguoi tin
d6 Cao Dai qui dinh can ban cua gido 1y, néu diing hay tng hgp v6i hai
phan nay thi thu nhan va dung hoa, con néu trdi nguoc thi khong dé cap
t6i. Chi c6 th€ ma thoi.

B.126 Cdc Thdn Linh la link hon, la phdn tri ndng thodt xdc, hay la
gi? Vidu lam thé nao dé hinh dung dugc Ly Bach?

Than Linh 12 nhiing phan nhi x4c than cia nhitg ngudi bubi sinh
tien nho cong phu tu luyén ma séng vinh vién & c6i Troi. Nhimg vi nay,
tuy cudc doi khong hién ro mot sy tu ky luyén dao nhung néu di sau vao
sy tim hiéu tam linh thi ngudi ta méi thdy c6 mot cdi gi khéc thudng noi
nhitng nhan vat dy. Chéng han nhu Victor Hugo, tuy v6i ngudi thuong
thi 6ng chi 12 mot dai thi hao, nhung néu tim trong cugc doi 6ng, ngudi
ta s& thdy quing doi sau khi bi day dén dao Jersey, noi day, 6ng da gap
ba Girardin dé biét veé su ton tai cia linh hon ngudi con géi yéu qui cia
ong dé tir d6 tiém nhiém vao mot ¥ niém tam linh siéu pham ma ty gidc
tu luyén vé sau thi ta méi thdy 13 ong ta da séng mot cudc song Khong
phai nhu ngudi thudng cdm nhan dugc. Ly Bach ciing th€. Tuy tai ngh¢
thi ca da dua ong lén dia vi tot dinh clia danh vong, nhung nhimg ¥ tuéng
phéng khodng clia 6ng khong ddu néi nhitng tu duy thodt thai tir dao Lao
dé nhd nhimg cong phu tu ky ma tr6 thanh Tién vi noi coi V6 Hinh.

B.127 Béi dao Cao Pai la mét ton gido ma Than Linh khong thé duoc
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biéu thi bang hinh tuong, nhu vdy tai sao lai phdi diing mét

biéu tuong cu thé la Thién Nhan? Tai sao khong ding mét

biéu tuong tricu tuong nhu duong ém? Trong 2 phan Vé Viva

Pho Do, nhiing khia canh nao biéu thi cho cdc su kién duoc

lanh hoi tir Thiéng Liéng? Va nhiing khia canh nao do san

phdm cia tri tudng tugng ciia con nguoi ma ra, vi du nhu tuong
ong Tdc 6 Toa Thdnh Tay Ninh?

Diéu nay thuc vé phan siéu hinh, khong phai dé suy luan nhu ta
thudng néi. Chinh vi dao Cao Dai 12 mot tén gido ciia Thian Linh nén
moi co céu phat hién budi ban d4u déu do Than Linh qui dinh. Su thd
phung Thién Nhan 12 mot trong nhitng su kién d6. THIEN NHAN néu
goi la cu thé ciing dugc, nhung chinh cdi nghia cia Thién Nhan nim
trong triru twong, nghia 1a chinh Thién Nhén 12 noi xudt phat (4t ca nhiing
gl Vi try hién hinh (tdc 12 Chan Ly) xuyén qua su hiéu biét cia con
nguoi.

Chinh do cdi 1€ d6 ma dic Cao Pai di day v& Thién Nhan trong
mot cau vo cung bi nhiém ma rat {t ngudi pham thau hiéu tudng tin:

‘Nhan thi chd tam

Lidng quang chi t&

Quang thi Than

Than thi Thi¢n

Thién gid ngd d& "

Trong y nghia ctia Thién Nhin, khong nhiing bao ham cdi dieu
dung ciia Am Duong ma cdn ca mot he théng triét 1y Vi Tru siéu viet
ma ngudi tin dd Cao Dai c6 thé dugc khai thi'.

Trong dao Cao Dai, hau hét nhimng hinh tugng tho phung déu do

T Xin xem sdch Ly Thuyét Tong Hop cia Ddng Tan, Cao Hien xudt ban 1971
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Thiéng Liéng qui dinh, ngoai trir su tho cdc hinh tugng khong phai do
Vo Hinh chi day, trong d6 c6 ca viéc tac tugng cdc o6ng Tic, 6ng Cu &
Toa Thinh Tay Ninh. Ciing nhu viéc tho chan dung ditc Ng6 Minh
Chiéu & phan V6 Vi 1a do dé tir ton tho ché khéng phai do linh co biit hay
do ditc Ng6 chi dinh.

B.128 Béi chi cé dong tir mdi duoc sdp xép dé nhdan Thanh Ngon ciia
Thén Linh, nhie vdy diéu gi cé thé diung dé chimg té sy hién
hitu cia Thuong Dé va cdc Than Linh khdc cho nhimg nguoi

khong cé nhitng kinh nghiém truc tiép voi cdc ding Than Linh?

Pong tir chi 1 ngudi thong ngon lam trung gian cho V6 Hinh chi
day & thé gi6i hitu hinh. Ngudi tin do Cao Dai tin noi dong tir st hién
hitu ciia V6 Hinh, khong phai do ngudi dong t& ma chinh noi cc Than
Linh d4 gay ra cho ho sy tin tuéng d6. Tuy nhién, néu khong c6 dong tir
thi s& tu noi cd nhan cta céc tin hitu thyc nghiém bang Tam linh ma biét
duoc su hién hifu cta thé giéi V6 Hinh. Trudng hop nay khéng phai 1a
khong c6 trong dao Cao Dai, c6 thé din chiimg noi phédi Bén Tre, méc du
khong con dung dong ti nhung véi sy tin tuéng tu hoc van khong gi
khéc d6i véi thé giéi Than Linh nhu & céc chi phdi con dung dong ti.

B.129 Hiiu hét cdc ton gido cho rdng con nguoi la yéu 6t va lam lac
(dao Cao Pai ciing chdp nhdn quan niém nay vi da nhin nhdn
nghiép bdo), do dé dd chi cho con ngudi mot muc tiéu phdn ddu
(va hita hen sé c6 phan thudng cho su phdn ddu nady). Néu dao
Cao Pai ciing nhu thé thi nhitng muc tiéu phdn ddu va phdn
thudng cho su phdn ddu nay la gi? Néu khong thi phdi ly gidi
nhu thé nao vé nhitmg nguyén tdc tam ly dang hién hitu la gi?

Con ngudi 1a y&u 6t va [am lac. D6 1a mot sy that da c6 trong thé
gi6i sinh vat, ké ca moi loai ma déc bi¢t 1a con ngudi. Su tranh d4u da
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dat dé cho con ngudi khdc nhau & cdc ton gido ma cdc nha truyén gido
Cao Dai thuong goi nhu 6ng Ho Phdp Pham Cong Tic da c6 néi téi:
"Phdt vi thiong doi ma tim co gidi kho,
Tién vi thuong doi ma bay co thodt kho,
Thanh vi thuong doi ma day co tho kho,
Than vi thuong doi ma ldp co thdng khd,

Hién vi thuong doi ma doat co tang kho ..."

That ra thi chit khé & day khong c6 mot nghia trung thuc ctia n6
ma phai néi d6 1a nhitng gi mo ta su yéu 6t va lam lac cta con ngudi.

Cho nén, dao Cao Dai néu ra cdi yé&u ly con ngudi biét ring cbi
doi khong phai 12 bién khé trong dé chi c6 than vin dau thuong, ma
chinh 1a mot trudng thi cong qua noi day c6 nhimg budn dau cia ngudi
hong ma ciling ¢6 sy dic thing vinh quang ctia ngudi dau. Dao Cao Dai
xdc dinh 16 rét cdi y nghia va nhiém vu ciia con ngudi 12 mot thi sinh
ludn ludn phai gidi d4p nhimg bai khdo hach cla truong doi, ma de tai la
di tim nguon géc cta su trudng ton va hanh phic ciia TAm Linh. D6 I3
muc tiéu 6i thuong, hon ca c4i muc tiéu hitu hinh 12 tao cinh thanh binh
cuc lac & the gian.

B.130 Nguoi Cao Bai gidi thich thé nao vé su Gidng Pham lin thit nhi
(the Second Coming), theo ho, c6 su Gidng Pham lin ba khong?

Su gidng (hé cua cic vi Gido chi phai néi 12 mot s miu nhiém
ma trf Iy pham phu khong thé suy dodn dé dua ra mot ludn cit duge. C6
diéu 1a nhiéu ngudi cho ring dao Cao Pai chi Ia ly thuyét suong vi
khong c6 su gidng hién ctia mot Nhan Than con nguoi dem ban truyén
Chan 1y nhu cdc Gido chi truée. Tuy nhién, néu ho chiu tim hiéu trong
cudc doi ngudi dé tir dau tién clia ditc Cao Pai 1a ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu
thi ho s& thdy c6 nhiing diém tuong dong trong mét Chan Ly tiém tang
cla Vi Tru ma Thuong D€ di ban truyén cho nhan loai bang thuc nghiém
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noi ban than con ngudi ché khong phai chi 12 nhitng 10i day suong cia
Théanh Ngon.

Tuy nhién, phan 16n cdc tin hitu Cao Dai & cic chi phdi thudc
phan Phé Do, nhift 1a phdi TAy Ninh va phdi Bén Tre thi lai khong chiu
nhin nhan su that da dén lam phdt khdi cdi chan 1y song dong hién thuc
ctia dao Cao Dai nhu thé ma chi nhin nhén ¢6 céc vi lanh tu tu phuong
minh ma thoéi. Nhu & Tay Ninh thi chi biét c6 6ng Pham Cong Tic, &
Bén Tre chi biét c6 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong ma khong hé néi dén vai
trd ciia mot Ngoi Hai bao gio.

N6i ring dic Gido chi cla dao Cao Dai la dang Thugng D€ hay
ditc Cao Dai vo hinh theo y nghia Thanh Ngon :" Thay dén chinh minh
Thay dé réi cdc con, chdng chiu giao chdnh gido cho tay pham nita ... "
khong c6 nghia 1a ditc Cao Dai chi diing 1y thuy€t suéng ma gido héa
nhan loai dé khong bao gid c6 mot mau muyc nao dé noi theo chang khéc
gi Ngai dua ra mét chuong trinh ma khong can phai c6 phan thyc hién
chuong trinh dy.

Cho nén, néu chu dé tit ciia ditc Cao Dai trong phan V6 Vi nhin
nhan ditc Ngé Minh Chiéu la Gido Chu dé gidng sinh nhu céc Gido Chu
truéc dé ti€p tuc st mang ctiu thé va ban truyén bi phdp cho nhan loai,
thiét tudng d6 khong phai 12 mot diu vuot qué sic tin tudng cua con
ngudi, ma tit ca tin do Cao bai tu tim hiéu cho dén ngon ngudn su phat
khai nén Dao dé tu hao véi nhimg mac khéi noi tén gido minh khong
chiit ndo so s6t hay thua kém céc ton gido trudc, néu khong thay dé la
nhimg su dat dé kh€ co hop dao hon bao gid hét.

Su gidng sinh sau ndy, néu c6, chi cé thé sau day moét thoi gian
kha 1au, khi chéan truyén Cao Dai khong con hiéu luc trong nhén loai.
Nhung theo 15i Thinh Ngén thi khong c6 "Tt Ky Phé D6" ciing cé
nghia 12 khong c6 su gidng sinh nao nifa ngoai c4c diéu dung cua difc

Cao Dai bing huyén diéu co buit.
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B.131 Nhitng chi tiét vé nhém pho loan: thanh phdn, to chirc, lién
quan va dnh huong déi véi dao Cao Pai? Nhém nay da ding hé
thong co but nao? Pugc biét vai nguoi thuéc nhém nay theo
dao Thién Chia, c6 phdi vdy khong? Cé nguoi nao hoc théong
chitnho khong? Ho c6 phdi la mot nhém bdo hoang hay khéng,

2

vi pho loan c6 y "'ton pho mét vi dé vuong"'?

Pho loan chi 12 mot danh tir ding dé chi ngudi dong tir trong
cuong vi ti€p nhan cic dién linh ma ngudi ta so sdnh nhu nhimg bo phan
dua ru6c cic vuong xa ngay xwa. Cho nén, trong sdch Lich S Pao Cao
Dai, phan V6 Vi (quyén 1) tic gi ding danh tir "Nhém pho loan" dé goi
qui Ong trong t6 chic x4y ban vao nam 1925 nhur qui 6ng Pham Cong
Téc, Cao Quynh Cu, Nguyén Trung Hau, Cao Hoai Sang v.v... dé sau d6
theo linh ctia V6 Hinh ma chuyén thanh nhimg dong tir ding co bt dé
nhan Thinh Ng6n trong dao Cao Dai. Nhu vay, c6 thé néi nhém phod
loan chinh la nhitng ngudi ddng tir dAu tién c6 st ménh trong su thanh
hinh phan Phé D¢ ctia dao Cao Pai vay. Vin tit 1a nhém pho loan ban
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dau da dung 10i xay ban theo Thong Linh hoc (Spiritisme) tay phuong,
sau d6 theo phuong phdp ciu co cia déng phuong ma thanh. Trong s6
nhitng ngudi nay cé 6ng Pham Cong Tac 1a nguoi thudc gia dinh ¢6 dao
Thién Chda. C6 thé néi cdc 6ng phan nhigu theo Tay hoc, rat it thong
thao chit Nho. Do dinh nghia trén, pho loan khong ham y mot sy tén
quin gi ca.

B.132 Nhitng cdi am ciia Thinh Gandhi cé tam quan trong nhu thé
nao ma lai duoc ding lam kiéu mdu sinh hoat cho tin dé Cao
Dai ngay truée o Tdy Ninh?
Chiing t6i khong rd diéu nay vi néu c6 nhu the chi 1a do § ki€n ciia
mot vai c4 nhan, khong cé nghia gi trong sur xay dung téng quit nha
Dao.

B.133 Véi Iy do gi nam 1928, nhom Cau Kho Vuong Quan Ky da bi
xem nhu mot chi phdi tach roi? Lai lich cia phdi nay nhu thé
nao? Lién hé véi cdc chi Minh ra sao? Nhiig diéu khdc biét
ctia phdi nay vé ton chi, vé qui diéu, vé nhiing diéu khdc?
That ra, cho mii dén nam 1930, nhém tin do tri thitc & Saigon

thudéc Thanh That Cau Kho, c6 nhimg bat dong chinh kién that su biéu 16

vé6i qui 6ng & Tda Thanh Tay Ninh, nhdt 12 hai 6ng Le Van Trung va

Pham Cong Tédc. Cho nén trong nam nay, nhiing van thu, kinh sach gi &

Tay Ninh gdi xuéng déu bi cic Ong tir ch6i khong thi hanh. T d6 m6i

c6 su tach rdi thanh hai, mot phan & Tay Ninh do hai 6ng Trung Tic,

mot phan & Cau Kho do 6ng Vuong Quan Ky cam dau.

Cau Kho 13 c4i noi, 12 noi thanh hinh nhitmg co s dau tién cia nén

Pao nén lai lich ctia n6 tic la giai doan dau cia lich sir dao Cao Dai.
Mic dii thanh mot phdi mé6i nhung Cau Kho van giit thai d6 trung 1ap,
khong lién két véi chi Minh nao ca. Céc chi Minh d ra doi truéc nam
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1926, khi Thanh That Cau Kho duoc thanh 1ap. Khong cé gi clia cdc chi
Minh dinh ddng véi Cau Kho vé ton chi, qui diéu ca.

B.134 Dirc Ngo cé tham du buoi lé Khai Pao ¢ Tdy Ninh khong?

Khong. Ditc Ngé da tdch roi phan Phé Do dé cha tri phan V6 Vi
tir 1926 (théng 4-1926). Tir d6, Ngai khong du'mét 1€ hoi nao bén Pho
Do ca

B.135 Nguai Cao Pai c6 can du vao cudc bién loan nam 1930 khéng?
Ho cé lién lac gi vdi nhém Nguyén An Ninh khong?

Chiing t6i khong thdy cé ngudi nao trong dao Cao Dai lic by giv
bi bat vé nhitng cudc chinh bién ca. Nhu vay, ngudi Cao Dai da khong
chiu theo mét chii truong chinh tri du 14 chinh trj quéc gia. Chinh do
mot tinh thén tin ngudng tuyét d6i noi ditc Cao Dai ma ngudi tin d6 méi
¢6 thdi d6 nhu thé. Khong cé lién lac gi v6i nhém Nguyén An Ninh ca.

B.136 Vi ly do gi ong Ca tao nén Toa Thanh ¢ My Tho? Cé phdi la do
sutranh chdp giita 6ng Ca va ong Trung hodc giita nhitng nguoi
khdc khong? Cé phdi ong Ca la ngudi ctia Phdp cho vao dé chia
ré hang ngii Cao Dai khong? Lai lich cua phdi nay ra sao?
Minh Chon Ly khdc biét nhu thé nao, va khi nao thi su sai lac
chon truyén tro nén ré nét?

Ong Ca 1ap Tda Thanh & M§ Tho vi bat dong chinh kién véi hai
6ng Trung-Tac, cling mot phan 16n do co biit sai khién. Ong vén 12 Phéi
s clia Toa Thénh, chifc sic nhé hon cdc 6ng Trung-T4c nén khong c6 su
tranh chdp ma chi 1a sy téch roi ciia 6ng ma théi. Ong Ca vén 1a Déc
Phu da nhap mon ngay nam dau Pai Pao (1926) cling da timg gép cong
g0p cua x4y dung t La Revue Caodaiste nam 1930. Nhu véy khong cé
gi d€ goi 6ng 1a ngudi clia Phap cho vao dé chia ré hang ngii Cao Dai.
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Ve lai lich thi phdi Minh Chon Ly bat dau tir 1931, khi 6ng Phdi
su Théi Ca Thanh (titc 6ng Nguyén Van Ca) tdch roi Tay Ninh va vang
theo co biit - do 6ng Truong K& An thudc chi Minh Thién & Rach Gi4 t6
chitc- phong 6ng lam Thugng Ca Nhut (c6 nghia ngang hang v6i 6ng
Trung dugc phong 1& Thuong Trung Nhut). Phdi nay 16i cuén duoc ong
Chudng Phép Tran Dao Quang, von 1a vi dao truong chi Minh Su da qui
nguyén qua dao Cao Dai. Nhung ciing trong nam nay, co biit do ta than
sai khién qua céc k¥ An Thién dai hoi goi 6ng Ca la ditc Clru Trung Dai
di din 6ng di qué xa chon truyén dao Cao Dai. Cho dén 1935, co biit lai
xui ong 1ap Tda Thanh Trung Uong goi 12 Dai Dao Tam Ky Minh Ly
hoi, sau d6i 12 Minh Chon Ly tai Thanh Thit Dinh Tudng. Ti ddy,
Chuéng Quan Hiép Thién Pai 1a Thién Su (chifc nay khong c6 trong dao
Cao Dai). Nguyén Hitu Phiing chdp co sira d6i hét cdch tho phung, 1€
bai, nghi ti€t va thay vao Thién Nhan, phdi nay thd trdi tim va thap ngi
linh diang. Con vé Thénh Ngon thi xuyén tac lam cho sai nghia chinh
ciia tirngit dé tré thanh ta ma khong cdn chinh tin ciia Cao Dai gido nira'.

B.137 C6 nguoi cho la 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuwong thdan Phdp, tham chi
con lam viéc cho an ninh Phdp. C6 thdt vay khong? Cho biét
nhitg béng c6 chimg minh viéc nay cd xdy ra hay khong?

Ciing nhu c4c 6ng Trung, Ca thoi bdy gid, 6ng Tuong 1a mot quan
ph, tifc 1a mot cong chirc ctia Phdp. Tuy nhién, 6ng cling da nhap moén
ngay tir budi dau khai dao va sau d6 ph€ doi hanh dao tir 1931, mot phan
theo dai nguyén ciia 6ng, mot phan theo linh cia Vo Hinh qua co buit.
Theo su suu tim si liéu c6 lién hé dén cdc bac tien phong khai dao,
chiing toi nhan biét cong nghiép cla cic ong khong khéc cdc nha khai
dao khic trong su hy sinh cho dai nghiép Pao Troi. Nhimg bat dong
chinh kién vé diém nay hay diém kh4c, nh4t 12 theo quan di€ém chinh tri

+ Xin xem Lich S0 Bgo Cao Bai - phan Phd D3- clia Ddng Tan
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di tao nén nhitng thanh kién hoac nhimg 16i dam ti€u qud trén theo
nhitng thanh ki€n nao dé, du phat xudt tir dau, cling chi la mot su dat
diéu vu khéng cé tinh cdch lam nhuc ma moét bac tién bai, c6 hai cho
thanh danh mét chi phéi dao néi riéng va cho danh nghia toan dao Cao
Dai néi chung. Ching t6i, trén cuong vi nhitng ngudi tin d6 thudc phdi
tré hién nay nhit dinh khong chdp nhan nhitng 16i néi nhu thé, du da gan
cho ai va véi muc dich gi.

B.138 Nguyén nhdn thanh hinh ctia phdi Minh Chon Pao? Gido diéu
la gi? Su khdc biét vdi cdc chi phdi khdc vé ton chi, vé qui diéu,
vé thuc hanh, vé 1é nghi, vé phép tu luyén? Lai lich va thanh
phdn tin do cua phdi nay nhu thé nao?

Nam 1935, khi Thién Su Phung tho linh co biit canh cai té chic
va nghi 1€ dao Cao Dai ¢ Minh Chon Ly thi mét s6 chitc sic 16n liic bdy
gi® téch roi hén phdi ndy. Ban dau c4c 6ng thuoc nhém Cau Kho tich
r0i khoi Minh Chon Ly, sau d6 nhém céc 6ng Ngoc Thiéu Nhut, Tran
bao Quang, Cao Triéu Phat biét 14p thanh phai Minh Chon Pao, l4ap
Toa Thanh Ngoc Minh tai Giong Buém (Gi4 Rai - Ca Mau).

Ve phuong dién chon truyén thi phdi nay giit ding theo Phap
Chénh Truyén, Tan Luat va Th4anh Ngon Hiép Tuyén budi so khai nén
Dao, khong c6 gi khic véi céc phéi vé ton chi, quy diéu, thuc hanh hay
nghi 1. Khong c6 phép tu luyén, dii ring 6ng Tran Dao Quang dugc ton
xung nhu da dac phip Minh Su vé6i cong phu tu luyén cla ong khi con la
chitc Théi Lao & chi dao Minh Su.

B.139 Pham Mon la gi? Muc dich, té chirc, thanh vién, nhiém vu ra
sao, ndm ¢ ddu trong co cdu Ciu Tring Pai, Hiép Thién Dai,
Badt Qudi Pai?
That ra, chiing t6i khong hiéu lai lich c4i ma nguoi ta goi 1a Pham
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Mon. C6 ngudi cho rang dé 1a do 6ng Pham Cong Tac véi muu do kinh
t€ bi mat nao d6 dé dung trong viéc ciu van tinh th€ dao doi gi dé.
Nhung trong nhimng I4n suu tam sir liéu, chiing t6i khéng con tim thdy gi
hon su viéc vé Pham M6n ma 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong, lic bdy gio 1a
Thuong Chénh Ph6i Su da trinh bay trong k¥ dai hoi Nhon Sanh Iin thi
hai ngay 15/10/Nham Thén (1932) nhu sau:

" ... Ditc H6 Phdp ban ddu cé ldp mot cdnh nha bén duong Tdy
Ninh -Saigon, gan Nga ba Mit M¢t, ddt tén la Pham mén dé cho gia
quyén ciia ngai & va tho 6ng ba kién ho Pham la ho cia ngai. Ngai khai
rdng day la cia riéng cua ngai sdam chd khéng an nhdp voi Hoi Thdanh.
Hai nam nay, ngai cé ldp thém ra nhiéu ché nita cing kéu la Pham Mon,
song ngai néi dé chit Pham la Phdt .... Ngai néi ngai ding tién bac riéng

ciia ngai ma ldp cdc s ndy nén khéng cho Hoi Thanh hay truée ..."t

B.140 Nguoi Cao Pai gidi thich nhu thé nao vé viéc mot sé'dong nguoi
Cam bét da theo dao Cao Pai ngay tir giai doan ddu?

Theo ché chiing t6i biét, c6 hai nguyén nhan 161 cudn ngudi Cam
b6t vio dao Cao Dai trong nhiing nam dau khai phd Thénh dia Tay
Ninh: |

Thi nhat : Toa Thanh Tay Ninh dugc thanh 14p ngay & trong mot
vi tri 1an c4n bién giéi Mién Viét, rat dé cho ngudi Cam b6t quan sit su
tdp nap clia ngdy 1€ Khai Dao 6 Go Kén va su doi c6t tugng Phét Thich
Ca son mau tring tir Go Kén vé Thanh Dia (lang Long Thanh) ma d6i
v6i dan Cam b6t thi d6 1a mot hién tuong c6 lién quan dén tin ngudng
ciia dan toc ho von 1a dan toc theo dao Phat.

Thit Hai: nhiing huyén diéu ban du trong thdi ky khai phd Thanh
dia, nhu viéc ban linh dugc bing céch diing nu6c lanh & mot céi gi€ng

-—
+ Xin xem Lich S0 Bgo Cao Bai - Phtn Phd £ - cta Ddng Tan
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nuéc méi dao ngay tai Thanh dia dé chita cho nhitng phu phd rimg ma

phan dong 1a nguoi Cam bét dén 1am cong qua.

Nguodi Cao Dai chiing t6i cho d6 1a mét su rat tu nhién trong dac
tinh tin ngudng ctia dan Cam b6t ma thoi.

B.141 Ong Nguyén Phan Long nguoi nhu thé nao? Vi tri cia ong
trong giai doan ddu cua lich sit Cao Pai? Ngoai Lién Hoa
Tong Hoi, ong cé phdn su gi nita khong? Anh hudng cia ong
rong lon nhu thé nao? Ong da lam gi trong Lién Hoa Tong
Hoi?

Nguyén phan Long 12 mét nha bdo néi danh ¢ Viét Nam trong
thdi ky khai dao. Ong khong c6 chan trong nhitng nha khai dao buéi dau
(1926) vi dén 1929, 6ng m6i nhap mon tai Saigon va duogc co bt phong
chirc Gido Su.

Trong dau thap nién 1930, 6ng cé tro biit cho t& La Revue
Caodaiste. Dong thdi td Echo Annamite viét bing tiéng Phép va to
Duéc Nha Nam do 6ng 1am cht nhiém ciing da nhiéu [an bénh vuc co
Dao lic bay git trudc 4p luc clia ngudi Phép. Nam 1933, ong c6 vé du
dai hoi Nhon sanh & Toa Thénh Tay Ninh trong dip r6i rim tai day.
Trong dip nay, 6ng duoc dai biéu c4c noi trong ky dai hoi dé cir chic vu
Nghi Truéng cta ban Uy vien dé dieu gidi nhimg b4t dong chinh kign
gilfta cdc chitc sac Hoi Thénh tai TAy Ninh.

Dén nam 1936-1937, 6ng duoc bau 1am Téng Truéng Lién Hoa
Tdng Hoi, mot t6 chirc do co bit thanh hinh va chi dinh viéc c6 dong
muc dich lién hiép Ngii chi Minh dao va céc phdi dao dang chia ré. Anh
hudng cia 6ng rat 16n lao, nht 1a trong giéi tri thic Viét Nam lic by
gio.

B.142Tu Don va Thay Si la gi? Nhiém vu, su tu luyén va tém quan
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trong cua ho trong xa hgi Viét Nam va véi dao Cao Dai?

Ching t6i xin céo 16i vi khong biét gi vé nhiing t6 chic nay.

B.143 Phdi Tién Thién la mét nhdnh ndy sinh tie Tay Ninh hay da
hinh hién mét cdach dioc lap? Phdi nay khdc véi cdc chi phdi
khdc nhu thé nao? Su lién hé vdi Chiéu Minh, Ban Chinh Dao
va Minh Chon Pao dnh huong chi phdi nay thé nao vé gido
thuyét va nhitng mdt khdc?

Nguyén 6ng Gido hitu Nguyén Hitu Chinh Ia chic sdc cia Tay
Ninh. Tir buéi so khai clia nha Dao, 6ng da theo phong trao luyén dao va
cau coriéng dé hoc dao. Viéc nay bi Toa Thanh cdm va 6ng bi truc Xudt.
Ong vé Cai Lay lap Thanh Tinh Thién Thai va qui tu mo6t s6 ngudi
(1930).

Khoang 1932, khi co biit ciia 6ng Chinh phong cho 6ng lam
Chudng Phap thi c6 mot s6 chic sdc 16n ¢ Minh Chon Ly nhu Nguyén
Van Tong, Lé Kim Ty, Nguyén Biru Tai vi bat dong chinh ki€n véi ong
Ca nén dén hiép vé6i 6ng Chinh thanh 1ap phdi Tién Thién va lap Hoi
Thanh tai Chau Minh (Cai Lay).

Ph4i nay van ding Théanh Ngon Hiép Tuyén, Phap Chanh Truyén,
Tan Lu4t nhu truéc, nhung dao phuc chic sdc toin mau tring, khan
tréng ché khong ban ba mau nhu & Tay Ninh hay Bén Tre. Céac Thanh
That thi duoc goi 12 Thanh Tinh, c6 nghia 1a nhitg nha tu tinh ding
trong viéc luyén dao.

Phép tu luyén clia phdi nay do co biit chi day, khong theo bi phap
ctia phan Vo Vi, chuyén vé phit phép, hién khong con. Phdi nay Khong
c6 lien hé gi v6i Tay Ninh, Bén Tre hay Ban Chinh Dao.

B.144 Lién Hoa Téng Hoi da déng vai tro quan trong nhu thé nao
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trong viéc truyén bd dao Cao Dai ra Trung Viét? Nhém ndo cua
hoi nay dong vai tro quan trong hon cd trong su truyén bd nay?

P6i v6i co dao Trung Viét, su truyén ba dau tién phai néi 1a do
phdi Tién Thién theo linh co biit bi mét truyén dao ra Quang Nam tir
nam 1936 véi ong Tran Cong Bang va cde dong tir Long, Lan, Qui,
Phung. Su kién ddng ké sau d6 1a viéc cong khai xay dung Thanh That
Trung Thanh & Da Nang. Trong cong viéc nay c¢6 qui 6ng Nguyén Biru
Tai, Lé Kim Ty, Nguyén Thé Hién 12 nhitng chifc sic 16n ctia Tién Thién,
ong Tran Pao Quang la chitc sac 16n cia Minh Chon Dao di déng vai
trd quan trong trong viéc c6 dong cho su xay cat Thanh That nay. Dén
nam 1938, nhan 1€ Khinh thanh Thdnh Th4t, do linh co biit, Lién Hoa
Tdng Hoi dugc linh dén noi t6 chitc ky Long Van dé bat véi sy hién dién
cuia céc chifc sic 16n céc chi phéi k€ trén thém vao hai 6ng Cao Trieu
Phat va Nguyén Phan Long. Chinh 6ng Nguyé&n Phan Long véi tu cach
Tong Trudng Lién Hoa Téng Hoi da 1am cho quan khich Phép Viét lic
bdy gi® rat thdn phuc nha Pao qua bai dién van bing tiéng Php khénh
thanh Thénh That Trung Thanh tai Da Nang. Nhung co dao Trung Viét
Vv6i su qui nguyén ngay tir budi dau cia qui vi dao truéng Minh Su nhu
Tran Nguyén Ch4t, Huynh Ngoc Tréc, Phan Thién Tri, Nguyén Quang
Chéu va cdc nhém tin hitu thudc cic chi phii nhu Bén Tre & Quang
Ngéi, Tién Thién ¢ Binh Dinh, Tay Ninh & Phi Yén da hop tic véi co
dao Quang Nam cling ho Dao Thira Thién 1am thanh Co Quan Truyén
Gido Trung Viét nam 1954, tru6c sau khéng c6 anh huéng gi ciia Lién
Hoa Téng Hoi ca.

B.145Su lién hé giita dao Cao Pai va dao Lanh hay dao Phdt duong
nhu thé nao?

Thanh that cdo 16i, ching t6i hoan toan chua he nghe néi dén cic
moi dao di néu ra.
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B.146 Lién hé giita dao Cao Pai va 5 chi Minh dao nhu thé nao? Co
su khdc biét nao vé gido thuyét giita cdc chi voi nhau va véi dao
Cao Pai? Cé lién hé chinh tri gi giita cdc chi 6y va ong Tdc?
Lam sao gidi thich nhiing hoat dong chinh tri chéng nguoi Phdp

cua ho?

Theo su tim hiéu ctia ching t6i thi su xudt hién cdc chi Minh dao
sau trudc dao Cao Dai khong bao nhiéu dé roi sau khi t6 hop thanh dao
Cao Pai thi tan lun dan, hoac bi€n thé hin, c6 nghia la céc chi Minh dao
c6 mot sit mang nhu béo hiéu sy xuat hién cua dao Cao Dai. M6i chi cé
mot sic théi riéng, mot tin ngudng riéng, mot 16i tu hoc riéng, khong chi
nio gidng chi ndo ca. N6i vé ngudn goc thi chi Minh Su phat Xudt tir
Trung Hoa, céc chi con lai thuan tdy Viét Nam. Ve tho phung thi cac
chi Minh Su, Minh Ly, Minh Tan, Minh Dudng ciing t6n tho Thugng D
ba ngdi qua ditc Diéu Tri Kim Mau, dic Ngoc Hoang Thuong D€ va diic
Hong Quan Lao TS. Riéng chi Minh Thién thy dic Quan Thanh D&
Quan. Dic biét, chi Minh Tan c6 thd dic Ngo Minh Chiéu. Su khac
biét lai con rd rét hon v6i dao Cao Dai. Ngoai trir chi Minh Tén tr&
thanh nhi mot Thénh That Cao Dai, con Minh Ly, Minh Thi¢n van gitt
nguyén sic théi ban dau ctia ho. Minh Su, Minh Pudng d tan lun tirsau
khi vi T6 cudi cung 1a 6ng Tran Dao Quang di qui nguyén qua dao Cao
Pai. Cic chi déu khoéng hoat dong chinh tri va khong lién lac gi v6i 6ng
T4c ca. Tuy nhién, nhimg bai co & chi Minh Thi¢n buéi dau phin nhiu
do céc vi c6 anh hiing Viét Nam gidng day nén dugm mau sdc yéu nudc,
c6 thé bi hiéu léch theo mot hu6ng chinh tri nao d6 ma thoi.

B.147 Dwong nhu chi Minh Su c6 su lién két chdt ché vdi qud trinh
phit trién dao Cao Dai. Su tiép xiic cua nhitng nha khai dao
Cao Padi véi Minh Su dén mitc d6 nao? Phin dnh hudng, thuc
nghiém, tu luyén va Ié nghi ndo da dugc tham nhdp vao dao
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Cao Pai nhu thé nao? Cé nguoi nao trong nhom pho loan lién
hé vdi chi nay khong?

Phai n6i chi Minh Su da déng vai trd quan trong trong su phat
trién nha dao Cao Pai budi dau. S& di nhu thé 1a vi trong phdi ndy lic
bdy gi®y c6 mat hau hét nhitng vi chan tu & khip nude Viét Nam. Vicao
tang nhat, 6ng Tran Dao Quang, tuy hoc van khong uyén tham, nhung
c6 mot sic thdi tu hoc hién ra dién mao rat kha kinh khién moi ngudi
trong thay déu kham phuc (b6 rau cia 6ng tu nhién xodn lai hinh con tit
rat dep, chay dai tir cam xuéng bung). Lic bdy gi& 6ng dang tu & mot
ngoi chia tai GO Vép (chua Linh Quang Tu). Nam 1926, qui ong dong
tir Cu-Tac duge linh co biit dén chiia Linh Quang Tu dé ditc Cao Dai kéu
goi 6ng Tran Pao Quang qui nguyén qua dao Cao Dai. Lic d4u éng do
du, nhung sau khi bach héi vé luat dao, co trd 18i : " Khéng khdc Minh
Su bao nhiéu !" Do d6, ong Tran Dao Quang méi chiu qui nguyén qua
dao Cao Dai va dugc phong Chudng Phép sau d6. Tir 4y veé sau, nhiing
ngudi tu Minh Su & khap noi cling theo 6ng ma hop téc chat ché véi dao
Cao Dai, nhu trudng hop qui vi Minh Su & Trung Viét. Tuy nhién,
khong c6 gi cua Minh Su dugc dp dung trong dao Cao Dai. Pay chinh
ciing 1a mot diéu ma cic nha tu Minh Su rdt mong méi thuc hién su canh
tan dé'.

B.148 Ai la Van Tuyén Khong Thénh, Triéu Au, Huynk Mi Dong T,
Tién Trudng Vé Vi, Chon Tién Trin Loi?

Van Tuyén Kh6ng Thénh 12 danh hiéu cta dtc Khéng Tir duge
Xung tung vé sau. Triéu Au 12 danh Xung clia mot vi nir anh hiing Viét
Nam vao thé ky thit ITI néi ti€ng c6 khi phach anh hiing chéng quan Tau
xam lugc. Céc vi Tién Thénh thudng gidng co day dao trong dao Cao
Dai d€ khuyén tu cho tin do, bét hoac tir dau vi ngudi tin d6 Cao Pai
mh SO Bao Cao Bai - SY Truydn Ba Trung Vigt, cia Pdng Tan.
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khong phan biét chung toc. Cdon mdy vi ké sau khong rd nguyén lai &
dau. Con 6ng Tran Lgi 1a mét c6 chic siac Tién Thién.

Vén dé nay rat phic tap khi cdc dong tir trong nhitng thoi gian sau
nay thudng theo duc vong ciia minh, hoac anh huéng truyén Tau da cho
du nhap vao co biit nhitng danh vi khong biét xuat phdt tir dau, cic nha
nghién cu ciing nén cin than trong viéc nay.

B.149 C6 phdi nhitng Thdnh Ngon nhdn boi phdi Tién Thién cing
giong Thanh Ngon ¢ nhitng noi khdc? Duong nhu phdi Tién
Thién mang ndng tinh cdch Ldo gido hon. Dicu nay ding
khong? Qua cdc Than Linh va nhimg 16i truyén day cua ho,
duwong nhu cac Thanh Ngon cua phdi Tién Thién 6 tinh thdn
quoc gia hon. Diéu nay c6 ding khong va & mirc dé nao?

N6i vé thuc chat ctia Thanh Ngon thi du ¢ chi phéi nao ciing
khong gi khéc biét. S&di c6 nhitng khdc biét dé 1a do tam thifc ctia dong
tir. Phéi Tién Thién ban dau véi sy hop tic ctia mot s6 tri thifc c6 tinh
thin yéu nudc ndng nhiét nén da xir dung nhitng dong ti ciing trong khi
thé 4y ma anh hudng co bit viét ra. :

Khong phai tinh chat Lao Trang chi c6 trong nhimg bai Thianh
Ngon thugc vé Tién Thién ma céc chi phdi khéc ciing c6 nhiing tinh chat
dy. C6 dieu la cic phép thuat bia chii & day thinh hanh hon. Nhung néi
vé cdc danh xung thi c4c ddng V6 Hinh & phéi Tién Thién c6 tich cich
xa la hon, hinh nhu d6 12 mot phan 4nh hudng céc sach Tau do dong i

quen thugc chang?

B.150 C6 phdi Gidc Hdi la tin do Cao Dai khong? Néu khong, tai sao
ong cho nguoi tin do Cao Dai mugn chia cia ong? Trong
nhitng ngoi chua cia Phdt khdc ma nguoi Cao Pai dd dén su
dung budi ddu, cdc nha su cé hdu dan khong? Néu co thi nhu
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thé'nao?

Hoa Thuong Nhu Nhan 1a mot thay tu Phat, da quyén tién trong
bén dao dé tao ra chiia Tir Lam Tu & Go Kén - Tay Ninh. Ong vén 1a Hoa
Thuong chita Gidc Hai ¢ Phi Lam (Chg Lén) lai 1a thay qui y thé€ d6 cho
ong ba Nguyén Ngoc Tho khi chua c6 dao Cao bai.

Sau nay, khi 6ng ba Nguyén Ngoc Tho ngd dao Cao Dai thi c6
gidi thiéu Hoa Thuong Nhu Nhan dén hau co. Trong dip nay, 6ng dugc
phong "Thdi Chudng Phap Thién Su Linh Diéu Pao Si". T d6, 6ng da
hién ng6i chita Tt Lam Tu méi xay cét (chua xong) cho qui 6ng trong
dao Cao Dai ding lam co s& nén méi c6 budi 1€ ra mat Rim thang 10
Binh Dan, goi la ngay Khai Dao tai dé.

Nhung, sau d6, vi khong khning nap su thir thidch nén 6ng da doi
chua lai, va cling vi 1€ 8y nén méi c6 co s& ciia Toa Thanh Tay Ninh hién
nay.

Ciing nén bié€t rang trong nam 1925-1926, phong trao co bit linh
diéu trong dao Cao Dai ching nhiing 1am cho mot s6 quan ching phai
ngac nhién qui phuc, ma cic nha su & cdc chia khong thé Iam ngo. Cho
nén nhitng t6 chifc co dan dau tién trong nam niy, néu khong t6 chic
dugc & tu gia thi thudng muon cic ngéi chiia nhrr Vinh Nguyén Tu, chuia
Trudng Sanh Ty, Hoi Phuéc Tu ... (cau tra 16i B.24). L& c6 nhién cic
nha su § tai méi noi dén cau dan déu gép phin & trong viéc cau cling
nhung véi tu cich ngudi hau dan thudng, chi khong déng vai tro quan
trong nao, nhu bo phan déng tir.

B.151 Tin nguing ciia nguoi Cao Pdi c6 gidng tin nguong cua Luther
(Tin Lanh) trong quan niém mét buéc nhdy vot qua mot ho'sdu
v6 bo bén trong mot dém t6i tham u ma nguoi ta khong trong
thdy duoc bén kia bo khong?
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Méi nghe qua, Luther hinh nhu da bay to6 su phiéu luu tin ngudng
trong mot tuyét vong bat luc ciia con ngudi trude mot bau Vil tru bao la
ma Chan Ly vin con m& mit. Cai tu tudng chéng d6i gido hoi La Ma
cta Linh muc kiém Gido su dai hoc dudng Wittenberg dau thé ky XVI
nay qua la mot sy hoai nghi ca dén nhiing 14i Thénh gidng tir trudc. Tuy
nhién, dit con ngudi c6 tu hao véi cdi biét clia minh dén dau, d6i vé6i
Chan Ly téa ra nhu mot bau Vi Tru ménh mong kia van chua thdm vao
dau. Luther khong phai di néi ngoa mot sy that cla tin ngudng cé thé
1am cho con ngudi vuot qua dugc moi trd ngai d€ nho dic tin ma thanh
cong trong cudc di tim Chan 1y vay.

Tuy nhién, d6i v6i ngudi Cao Dai chiing t6i hién nay, tit ca khong
phai 12 ngoai su hiéu biét ciia con ngudi. Viéc di tim mot Chan Ly chang
khdc gi 12 mot cong viéc mao hiém c6 thé tré thinh mot cudc phiéu luu,
trong d6 ngudi tin d® Cao Pai chan chinh luén lu6n dugc su soi sdng clia
V6 Hinh dé tu ho biét 1am gi, va con dudng ho di s€ dan ho dén dau.
Nhu vay, ¢6 thé néi tin ngudng Cao Dai 1a mot tin ngudng dugc soi sdng
vi c6 thé dem con ngudi dén két qua cta sy tu hoc mot cich chic chin.

Do d6, tin ngudng clia ngudi Cao Pai hoan toan khéc v6i tin ngudng
Luther vé phuong dién tu hoc va dat dao vay.

B.152 Péi véi nguoi Cao Pai, Chdn Ly c6 phdi la mot khdi ni¢m tritu
tuwong tuyét doi, hay duoc tao nén bdi tri tuong cua lodi nguoi?

Diém nay da dwoc néu ra mot phin § cau hoi B.101. Nay can xic
dinh lai ring Chan Ly khong hoan toan nim trong pham vi tuyét d6i,
ciing khong hoan toan c6 tinh céch triu tuong. Nhung Chén Ly chéc
chén khong phai 12 nhimg gi do tri tudng clia con ngudi tao nén. S& di
ohur the 13 vi Chan Ly 12 nhitg gi c6 that da tao nén Can khon Vi try
nay. Nhu vay, dit th€ gi6i tam linh hay thé gi6i vat chat ciing phai do céi

nguyén nhan dau tién dé bit dau tir d6 tao thanh nhimg hién tugng clia
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tam linh hay vat chat. C4i nguyén nhan lam nén su song bat diét dé goi
12 Chan Ly. Cho nén, muén tim Chan Ly, con ngudi phai nhin xuyén
qua st vat c6 thé quan sit bang ngii quan, trong d6 ¢6 tri tudng cta con
ngudi, chi 12 nhitng gi khong ton tai v6i thoi gian d€ nhan bi€t cii nguyén
ly 4n tang trong dd, titc 1a mot phian cia Chan Ly vay.

B.153 Péi vdi dao Cao Dai, con nguoi cé tuw do y chi khéng?

Nhu gido thuyét Cao Dai da néu ra trong Thanh Ngon tir budi ban
s0, dic Thugng D€, chida té Vi try, tuy quyén nang vo han, nhung khong
phai vi th€ ma Ngai lu6n luon ép budc hay khat khe véi con nguoi dé ¢6
lam cho con ngudi phai lam nhitng gi Ngai mudn. Dic Cao Dai da xung
danh vira 1a Thay, vira 1a Cha ctia nhan loai, nhu th€ ham y mot su huéng
dan cudc s6ng con ngudi vé hai phuong dién : sinh dudng va gido héa,
chit hoan toan khong c6 y bt budc con ngudi nhu mot quan tda nghi 4n
mot pham nhén. N6i th€ cé nghia 1a con ngudi duge Trdi phi cho moi
kha nang sdng tao dé 1ap thanh cudc séng bét diét cho minh tir buéi khai
nguyén, roi tir d6 thanh cong hay thét bai thay do con ngudi quyét dinh
bang tu tuéng va hanh dong clia minh. Nhu vay, ching phéi con ngudi
ludn ludn ¢6 su tu do y chi l1a gi? Rat may thay su tw do ¥ chi ctia con
nguoi lai luon ludn duge sy gido héa cia Thuong DE, chi cin con ngudi
tim tr6 lai con dudng xudt phat cia minh dé khdi bi lac 16ng béi nhiing
hao nhodng tam bg & th€ gian nay ma thoi.

B.154 Nguoi Cao Dadi quan niém thé nao vé cdi y tuong tit dao, diéu
nay cé dugc khuyén khich khong?

T dao 1a ty hy sinh ban than minh cho mét tin ngudng, mot dao
gido ma ngudi tin 46 thudng phai génh chiu truéc nhimg tén trd cia bao
lyc bang du hinh thic. Dieu nay xay ra cho ngudi tin do budc ho phai cé
mot dic tin manh liét méi thang doat dugc sy thir théch ghe ron di dén
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v6i minh. Nhu vay, néu ¥ chi cia ngudi tin d6 thang duge bao luc thi dé
12 mot ¥ chi cua bac siéu nhan, khong phai cia ngudi thudng, va nhu the,
cdc ngudi tir dao duoc ton 1a Thanh. Diéu nay khong phdi la qud déng.

Nam 1945, khi Viét Minh 1én nam chinh quyén & Viét Nam, ho
da tan sdt hang van tin d6 Cao Dai bing di moi cdch. Dién hinh nhat la
tai Quang Ngii (Trung Viét) c6 ngudi da bi chon song, c6 ngudi bi xau
tay va bd xuéng song timg chiim roi 14y dam dap 1én dau cho chét, c6
ngudi bi chon nira than rdi cho vii dén chét, 6 noi ca mot nha, mot lang
deu bi chét hét, nhu thé chi vi ngudi Cao Dai khong chiu ch6i dao minh.
Di vay, sau nam 1954, Viét Minh tap két ra Béc, khong mot tin do Cao
Dai nao & Quang Ngii con s6ng s6t ma ¢6 ¥ tra thit nhitmg cén by ndm
viing tai dia phuong ca. C6 nhimg truong hop, nhitng ngudi 4y ty nhién
dién khiing, va binh hoan nan y roi chét, ngudi ta cho do 1a bdo tng vay.

Ti dao 12 mot phan ing ty nhién cia nhimg tin do cia mot tén
gido. Su viéc nay do duoc tinh than hy sinh va tdc dung cua dao phédp
d6i véi s6 tin do trong cudc. Tuy nhién, khong phai 12 mét phuong phép
lam dung dé budc ngudi tin do phai hy sinh vi mot muc dich nao ca.
Mot khi d4 c6 nhur thé chinh 1 lic dao phép da khong con tac dung hitu

hiéu vio tam linh con nguoi vay.

B.155 Nguoi Cao Dai quan niém nhu thé nao vé Pia Nguc? Cé mot
c6i nhu vday khong? Néu cd, thi c6 nhitng ting dia nguc khdc
nhau khong? Va nhitng ting dia nguc nhu thé tuong g voi
di¢u gi? Tai sao c6 nhitng hinh dnh nguoi dan ba chiu du thit
kho hinh ma khong phdi la dan ong?

Pay 12 mot vin dé ma tu c6 chi kim dau dau ciing duoc nghe néi
t6i. Ngudi Cao Dai ching t6i tin c6 Dia Nguc ciing nhu tin c6 Thién

Pang.
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DAI THUA CHON GIAO c6 giai thich nhu sau :

" Cdc con 6i ! Hé cdi tdm sdng sudt, thién tir, dao diic la Thién
Dang. Con tam mé mudi vay ta, hung bao la Pia Nguc. Vdy thi Dia
Nguc, Thién Dang ciing chi tai tam.

"Theo thé thiong cdc con hiéu thi Thién Dang la cdnh tuyét mi
trén coi Hu Vo, la noi cuc ky trdang ¢, tinh xdo an vui, con Dia Nguc la
o dudi dat.

" Néu cdc con cho Dia Ngyc la ¢ dugi ddt thi lam ldn. Trong
trung tdm trdi ddt chi toan la lia khong, con bon phuong thi phan ra gié
mua nong lanh. Vd trong Vit Tru ndy cé biét bao nhiéu la trdi dia céu,
nhiing trdi khinh thanh thi vugt ndi lén trén ma hudng ldy khi duon g rdt
doi nhe nhang sdng suét, con nhiing trdi trong trugc thi lan chim xuéng
dudi ma bi ldy khi am rdt nén den t6i u minh. Vdy néu cdc con, hodc da
pham 19i v6i Troi, hodc mang dai dc véi nguoi, thi linh hon tat phdi doa
xudng noi mdy trdi dia ciu ma dam khi ndng né khon nan dy dé chiu budn
rau khd cyc, nhitc nhéi tam hon, xén xang tri ndo. D6 la nhon qud
nghiép chuéng oan gia cia cdc con da tao gieo, né theo cdc con ma
hanh phat 1y cdc con, chit khong c6 cua xé trimg tri nhu theo nguoi
hiéu lam thuong duge goi la Thdp Dién Diém Vuo'ng ddu...

"...Céidylachi? Lacéi Diém Phii g bén Phat dao goi la Am Ty
hay mién Dia Nguc ..."t

Con hinh tugng ngudi dan ba chiu khé hinh ma duge thdy ¢ Toa
Thénh Tay Ninh, 12 c4ch trinh bay cho ngudi th€ gian trong thdy ma sg
dé tranh 1am viéc 4c ditc. Nhung néu c6 hinh phat thi khong riéng gi dan

ba, ma dan 6ng ciing phai chju chung nhitng luat hinh nhu thé méi ding
VOi su cong binh ctia Tao Héa.

T DAl THUA CHON GIAO. - THIEN DANG VA DIA NGUC - irang 410
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B.156 Nguoi Cao Pai quan niém tinh yéu nhu thé nao? Thé nao la
tinh yéu trai gai?

Tinh yéu 1a ngudn gbc cua su séng noéi ti€p tao thanh su soéng
chung ctia Vi tru. D6 1a mét 1€ mau nhiém ma Thugng D€ da ban cho
moi loai khong phén biét ngudi, cAm thd hay thdo m¢c. Néu khéng c6
tinh yéu thi moi vat moi loai s& bi tin diét. Hi€u nhu the thi tinh yéu trai
g4i ciing 1a mot trong nhiing 1& mau nhiém cta Trdi D4t, tic 1a dieu kién
t4t nhién cia cudc song chung nhan loai, khong thé khong c6 trong sy
digu hoa ém dep cudc song d6. Nhung su bé tha, lam dung phi phép cia
tinh yéu chinh 12 nhiing can bénh cua t¢ doan loai ngudi 1am cho 1€ mau
nhiém cta Trdi D4t bi hiéu sai di. Va d6 cing 1a mot trong nhiing
nguyén nhan chinh yéu lam cho thé gidi loai ngudi trd nén xa [an ngudn
coi thién luong dé di su vao toi 16i sa doa ciing mot ldc v6i su phat trién

clia nén van minh vat chat.

B.157 Nguoi Cao Dai quan niém thé nao vé su song chung dung lan
Ion giita trai gdi? Vé viéc tién ddm hdu thii, ngoai tinh hay dong
tinh luyén div.v... trong sé’dong dao vdi nhau? Co su kiém sodt
nao dugc ddt ra doi véi tin do dé ngan ngixa nhig té trang do?
Su trieng phat cho hién kiép va cho nhimg kiép sau la gi?

Nhu cau trén di xdc nhan, tinh yéu chi sédng tao va chi diing nghia
trong sy s6ng trudng ton va tao canh ém dep cho thé gi6i loai ngudi ma
théi. T4t ca nhitng thit tinh yéu bé tha, lam dung, phi phdp déu la nhitng
té trang cin phai duogc cinh tinh dé chira bé biing nhiing gidi cdm dé
ngan ngira sy khoi dau tdc hai, hoac cin phai dugc phép luat sia phat
néu khong muén cho gay hai nhiéu hon. Trong dao Cao Dai khong néu
vin d& nay vi khuon khé dao ditc khong cho phép di ra ngoai I€ dao.
Gi6i ta dam chinh 12 diém then ch6t 4p dung cho hién ki€p con nguoi.
Con & ki€p sau thi con tiy theo nhiing tao doan ctia con ngudi hién ki€p
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mara.

B.158 Ngoai hai chi phdi Tdy Ninh va Bén Tre, cdc chi phdi c6 phdm
vi Gido Tong lam sao dé thdm dinh phdm vi nay? Chitc vi nay
duogc bo nhiém nhu thé nao?

That ra thi chua c6 vi ndo trong dao Cao Dai c6 thé goi 1a Gido
Téng chinh thitc hitu hinh tai thé, ngoai trir diic Ng6 Minh Chiéu dugc
thién phong ngay tir buéi dau, nhung Ngai khong nhan phdm vi d6, mac
du Ngai da b6 tién ra trd cong may sam dao phuc Gi4do Tong cho Ngai.

Sau d6, thi ¢ Tay Ninh c6 6ng Quyén Gido Téng Lé Van Trung
do ditc Gido Tong Ly Théi Bach phan cong cho. Khi 6ng liéu dao nam
1934, thi ¢ Bén Tre, 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong, nguyén 1a Thuong Dau
Su, dugc s6 tin do theo 6ng bau 1én ngoéi vi d6, con cic noi khic thi
khéng bié€t viéc bau clr nay. Cho mii vé sau, hinh nhu sau khi ong
Nguyén Ngoc Tuong ta thé (nam 1951) thi tai phéi Tién Thién, co but
phong cho 6ng Nguyén Btru Tai lén ngéi vi Gido Tong. Nhung si viec
nay khéng dugc trong dao quan tdm cho 1dm, bdi 1& phéi Tién Thién
hién l;héng con bao nhiéu ngudi, thuc luc so véi thoi trde da sit kém dj
nhiéu. ‘

B.159 Theo cdu B.99: yéu té' ban vé hinh = dong ti (nita vé hinh +
nia hitu hinh). Diéu nay dt hdn ciing tuong tu cho moi nguoi,
nghia la hai yéu t6'linh hon va thé xdc tao thanh tong thé con
nguoi phdi khong?

Trong pham vi cau trd 1di nay, ching t6i muén néi dén nguoi
dong tir c6 thé c6 duoc cdi c6t c4ch than minh dé néi ra phén Chan Ly
khong khéc ngudi xua nhu nhitg Than Thi (Rishis) & An Do, hay nhu
nhitng Pythie & Hy Lap, nhat la khi ho dang hanh su pho co. Trong thoi
gian nay, thién dién (v hinh) nuong theo thé x4c (hitu hinh) dugc tinh
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luyén ctia ho ma phét biéu ra 16i Thdnh Ng6n néi 1én phin Chan Ly Vi
tru. N6i céch khéc, ngudi dong tir dang hanh sy phd co 12 mot thuc thé
gom phan ntta v6 hinh (Thién dién) va phan nita hitu hinh (th€ x4c) clia
ho vay.

B.160 Ndm chi: Nhon, Thin, Thdnh, Tién, Phdt dao c6 lién hé vé bdt
cit phuong dién nao véi ndm chi Minh khong?

Hoan toan khong. Ngii Chi Dai Pao : Nhon, Than, Thénh, Tién,
Phat dao 12 nam méi dao 16n da c6 trong xa hoi loai ngudi tir Xua nay ma
Thuong DE da tiry theo phong héa va nhon tam méi noi ma khai sinh dé
cttu d6 chiing sanh tity theo sy tdn héa cia nhan than 0 noi d6. Trong
nam chi nay c6 thé liét ke tat ca cdc ton gido tir truéc nay. Con nam chi
Minh : Minh Su, Minh Thién, Minh Dudng, Minh Ly, Minh Tan la
nhitng chi méi dugc khai séng trong nhimg nam gan 1926, dugc xem
nhu 12 mot bién chuyén vé phuong dién tam linh bao hiéu su xudt hién
dao Cao Dai tai nuéc Viét Nam. Hai phan khong hé c6 sy lién hé v6i
nhau, mac du céc chi Minh nay phian 16n déu thd Tam gido ma nguodn
goc cling mot phan trong Ngi Chi Pai Dao vay.

B.161 Cdu B.104 cé thé tém luoc rang néu nhdn biét duoc chinh bdn
thdn, sé nhdn biét duoc Thuong Pé. Thuomg D€ khong gidi
thich ban thé ciia Ngai, tric phi bdn thé cia Thuong Dé cang la
ban thé ciia con nguoi. Trong y nghia dé, Ngudiva Thuong Dé
la dong nhat thé, do dé Nguai la Thuong Dé, nhu vdy khong cé
Iy do xdc déng dé Thuong DE ton tai nita. Xin binh ludn diéu
nay.

Phai néi ngay riing vin dé Thuong D€ thi Xua nay di c6 khong

biét bao nhiéu tir ngit dé dién ta c4i ban thé khai nguyén va sng tao Vi

tru, vira Ia nguyén nhén, vira 1a hiéu qua clia tdt ci moi sy moi vat v.v...
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du thodt thai tir mot ton gido v6i nhitg than tugng ¢4 nhan dé goi theo
danh tir nay hay danh tir khdc, hoac da thoat thai tir mot triét thuyét dé
hinh dung Thugng P¢& nhu mét y niém vé Chan Thién MY, tat ca déu 1a
nhimg y nghia phét xut tir con ngudi ma ra.

Nhung, Thuong D€ d6i véi con ngudi lai 1a hai thuc thé clia mot
khéi dong nhat. Khéi dong nhét 4y 1a Vi Tru g6m hai phan : tam linh
(v6 hinh) va vat chat (hitu hinh) ma Thugng D€ 1a nguyén nhéan dau tién
bi€u 16 bing ¥ niém vé sinh dudng va gido héa (ditc Cao Dai tu xung vira
la Cha, vira la Thay) ctia toan sanh chiing ma con ngudi 1a mot trong
nhitng moi trudng linh dong tiép nhan sy sinh dudng va gido héa d6.
NG6i thé c6 nghia la Thuong D& 12 mot Thuc Thé khai sang Can Khon Vi
Tru trong kh6i dong nhit vi dai qué stc tim hiéu ctia con ngudi do nhiing
gi6i han cla ngii quan dé€ khong xa la bao nhiéu, béi vi su hién dién cta
Thuong D€ khong phéi thu gom trong moét pham vi ma bang bac ciing
khdp dé c6 thé ni tiép c4i khodng cdch vé vat chit qud xa giita Thuong
De v6i con ngudi. Chinh 12 nho tinh chét giao ho4n cia Tam linh vay.

Do d6, ta c6 thé xem con ngudi la hinh 4nh ctia Thuong D& véi tat
cd moi tinh chét va quyén nang thu hep lai. Ciing c6 thé xem con ngudi
bao gom nhiing thanh phan ciia Thugng D& trong ¥ nghia con ngudi 13
mot ti€u Vi try, c6 nhig diém linh nang khong thiéu sét dé nhe dé ma
ho ¢6 thé ty tao cudc ddi clia minh va chiu trich nhiém moi hanh vi ctia
minh noi thé gian.

Chiing t6i nghi rang di tim ban thé ciia Thuong D€ khi con ngudi
chua biét minh 1a ai, va nhu thé nao, séng tir dau va chét di dau, ching
khéc gi lam mot cong viéc léch lac vé6 ich. Cho nén, chinh ditc Moijse
ciing chi 1ap lai cau néi cha Thuong D€ véi Ngai trén nii Sinai : "Ta 13
déng ty hitu hang hitu" ma khong théem gi. Ciing nhu dic Cao Dai di tra
161 cho ditc Ngo Minh Chiéu nam 1919:
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"CaoDai ing héa theo long chiing sanh,

P& ai ¢6 biét cai danh CaoDai I”

C4i danh ctia Ngai cling con kho biét cho ding thay, huéng gila
céi ban thé cha Ngai.

Tuy nhién, ngudi tin do Cao Pai thudng tin Thuong D€ qua Thénh
Ngon ma vé phuong dién ban thé c6 thé duoc biét qua ciu tra 16i B.18.
Con Ve ban tinh ctia Thugng D€ thi Ngai la diang Toan Tri, Toan Ning,
Toin Thién, Toan My, Ngai Ia chi clia sy song va s truong ton clia Vil
Tru, c6 mot khong hai. Noi Thueng DE bao gom c nhitng ¥ niém ve
Phat, Tién, Thanh, Than, mot cich téng qudt va siéu ding. Tit ca deu
chu tuan chung quanh Thugng D€ ma khong thé ndo cao tréi hon dugc.
Céc bac Gido chu xua nay deu ton trong ngbi vi tot dinh bao quat ndy,
nhar dite Jésus thinéi:"Cha Ta gtrénTroi ", Dic Khdng T thi ton xung
Thuong D€ (sédch Trung Dung) va ditc Phat thi tir budi sanh ra da tu gidc
c4i 1y 4n tang "Duy ngd déc t6n" hay "Van hitu phdt sinh tix mgt nguyén
nhdn"v.v... chinh ciing béi Thuong P& 1a phin qud cao sieu khong phai

ai cling tim hiéu cho thdu ddo dugc.

B.162 Hinh nhu chit gidi thodt khong thé dich diing nghia ctia chit
nSupréme Wisdom'' trong cdu B.116. Chit nay cé nghia nhu
chit "'bdt nhd" (prajna) trong Dai Thira Phdt Gido. Xin gidi
thich cdu hdi theo chit ndy cho ro hon.

Pao Cao Dai khong phii nhn su.tén héa linh hon dé dén mifc do
bét nhi ciia nha Phat bing nhing giai doan b6 thi, tri gi6i, nhin nhuc,
tinh t#n, thien dinh va trihué. Tuy nhién, muc dich cu6i cing t6i thuong
clia su tdn héa linh hon khong phai chi dimg lai & cu6i doan dudng cla
tri tué dé goi 12 bat nhi nhu Phat de ra. Cho nén, trong dao Cao Dai,
ph#n qui dinh cho sy tu ti€n cta linh hon bing chon truyen bi phap
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khong dé cap dén nhitng diéu nay ma cha tri viéc thuc nghiém tam linh
theo nhitng tam phép da c6, dé di dén két qua dat dao nhiém mau tré ve
ngoi vi, tifc 1a chimg qua Tién vi noi ¢5i Bong lai, chit khong he dd dong
dén nhitng su gidc ngé thé€ gian. Tuy nhién, phdp moén dat dao dit xua
hay nay van khong khdc nhau bao nhiéu, ma chi c¢6 phuong phap thuc
hién tly thoi dai ma dp dung cho diing cdch ma théi. N6i thé cé nghia I3
ngudi tu Vo Vitrong dao Cao Dai phai tri trai thi gi6i, phai tao am chat
(b6 thi tham), chiu dung co khéao do (nhin nhuc), khong bd giv khic tu
luyén (tinh tdn thién dinh). VA nhu thé thi tu nhién tri hué phai c6. Su
quédn thong minh liéu niy bdo hiéu mét ngéi vi & cdi V6 Hinh ma nguoi
tu hoc c6 the dat va phai dat dén d6é méi di hét con dudng cia dao Cao
Dbai vay.

B.163 C6 nhitng Than, Linh mdi gidng dan tir nam 1950 dén nay
khong? Néu cé thi la ai va cdc Ngai da truyén day nh ing gi?

Thét ra thi nhimg Than Linh gidng co trong dao Cao Dai tir trudec
dén nay deu 1 nhitng vi c6 phan su trong viéc quing truy&n nén chon
dao, khong vi nao cii cling khéng vi nio goi 12 méi, ngoai trir nhilng bai
gidng co & nhitng t6 chitc tu nhan c6 xuit hién nhitng danh tdnh cia
nhing ngudi chic sic & cdc phéi di tir tran v6i nguyén ven tudc phim
clia ho budi sanh tién, nhitng tuéc phdm c6 thé dugc gidng hién & nhimg
co dan tai cic Hoi Thanh dia phuong. Tuy nhién, véi tu cdch mot dong
td, t6i Iwru ¥ cdc nha nghién citu ve dao Cao Dai can nhén dinh cho tinh
t€ viéc nay boi vi Than Linh khéng phai Iic nao cling thi hién dé dang
cho su cau ru6ce ciia ngudi the gian, nhat 1a nhing nguoi 4y khong phai 1a
nhitng béc chan tu c6 dit mic d§ cdm dé dugc chu Than Linh tmg nhu
ciu B.44 di néu ra.

B.164 Xin liét ké m¢t danh sdch hé théng Than Linh diy di theo thi
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tu tix trén xuong dudi, chit thich nhitg vi da giang co day Dao,
va cho biét nhitng dn danh hay biét hiéu cua ho néu cé.

That ra thi chi nhitng vi gidng co day Dao mdi dugc nhan bi€t
trong dao Cao Pai. Chu vi Phat, Tién, Thénh, Than déu c6 gi;’mg co
duéi nhitu danh hiéu khidc nhau tiy theo nguoi hau dan va ciing ty
trudng hop xay ra can c6 vi lién hé. Nhimg vi dugc biét theo thit tu tir
cao xuéng thap la: .

o Pitc Cao Dai, ditc Thdi Thuong Lao Quan, dic Hong Quan Lio

T, ditc Nhién Dang C6 Phat, dic Nguon Thi Thién Toén,

° Pic Thich Ca, ditc Lo T, dic Khong T, dic Jésus,

. Dic Ly Théi Bach, ditc Quan Thénh D€ Quan, ddc Quan AmBd
Tit, dirc Dong phuong Lao T6 va qui vi dic dao Vo Vi Tién vi,

. Pitc Tran Hung Dao, Trung N Vuong, Tri¢u Nuong, Nguyét
Tam Chon Nhon (tic Victor Hugo), Jeanne d'Arc vachuvi Anh
hing Liét nit Viét Nam hién Thénh,

. Pitc Thanh Hoang B6n Canh va chu vi dao tam chitc sic Cao Dai
liéu dao hién Than ...

Ngoai ra, trong nam dau khai dao, do su chi day cla Thét Nuong

(v6n 1a ngudi Viét Nam déc tién vi, nhi danh Vuong Thi L&) c6 Dieu Tri

Phat Miu, va Ciru Vi Tién Co & Diéu Tri Cung gidng co trong dém Ram

théng T4m nam At Siru véi tiéc mimg tiép dén clia cic nha khai dao bubi

dau do céc 6ng Cao Quynh Cu, Pham Céng Tic, Nguyén Trung Hau,

Cao Hoai Sang v.v... goi la tiéc Phé Yén Diéu Tri Cung, nay con truyén

bén phan Phé D6, & Tay Ninh cling nhu Bén Tre. Chu vi sau nay ch tri

phan nif phéi.

B.165 Xin vui long cho biét nhimg chi tiét vé lich sit, nguoi sdng ldp,
133



Ding T

vi tri, qui diéu, gido thuyét v.v... cua nhimg phdi nho, dac biét
nhitng phdi hién khong con, va gidi thich thé nao va tai sao

nhitng nhom nay xudt hién roi lai tan ra?

Theo su tim hiéu cia chiing t6i thi ngoai sdu phéi 16n ctia dao Cao
Dai thanh hinh trong khoang 12 nam dau khai dao (1926-1938) con c6
sdu nhém nho dugc ké nhu sau:

Nhoém Tich Coc: Nam 1934, trong pham vi Tda Thanh Tay Ninh,
noi mot can nha méi cit c6 khoang 10 ngudi dao hitu ban 4o da nghe 14i
mot ngudi tén 1a Dién, ty xung 12 Nguyén Soéi Dién, cha truong mu6n
ddc dao khong an com ma chi 4n rau c6 lai hay lén dong. Mot hom no,
nhém ngudi nay vao Bén Thanh Tay Ninh, nhay lén ngoi trén bay cai
ngai gianh cho Gido Tong va Chudng Phép, Dau Su. Nguyén sodi Dién
tén that 1a Nhuan c6 [an ban do tring dén dinh Théng Sodi Nam Ky treo
c0 doi tra nu6éc Nam lai, Phép bdt bé nha thuong dién, sau lai theo dao
Thién Chua.

Nhém Thong Thién Dai: Nhém nay do céc 6ng Cao Quynh Than
va Cao Nguon Ngoc (chdu kéu ong Cao Quynh Cu bing chi) do mot
nhom tri thitc & Saigon d& dau, c6 t6 chitc ciu co do vi Liéu Nhitt Chon
Nhon gidng day. Tru s& chinh 12 Thanh Thét Dong Son & Gbd Cong.
Nhung chi trong mot thdi gian roi m4t di theo c4i chét ciia hai ong nay.
Hién & Go Cong va Sai Gon c6 hau than ctia nhém nay do 6ng Tran Van
Thanh vé6i y nghi s& thay cho Thap Nhi Thoi Quan ciia Hiép Thién Dai
tai Tay Ninh, viéc ndy khéng biét can cit vao dau...

Nhém Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Bdn Bdn: Nhém nay do éng Ngoc
Dau Su Nguyén Van Kién, vén 12 chic sic cia phai Minh chon ly. Sau
khi phdi Minh chon 1y cai déi chon truyén (1935), ong nay vé qué ¢ Tan
An 13p ra nhém Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Ban Ban vé6i muc dich phuc
hdi nguyén béan ctia dao Cao Dai, nhung vi khéng c6 su huéng ting nén
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khong hoat dong gi dugc, chi con 1a mot 4m hudng ma thoi.

Nhém Trung Hoa Hoc Phdi: Nhém nay do 6ng Cao Triéu Phét 1a
chitc sdc 16n cta phdi Minh Chon Pao 14p ra v6i muc dich thuc hanh
thuyét Trung thit cho thanh nién trong dao. Sau d6, 6ng xin thanh lap
Thanh nién Pao Pitc Poan dé ti€p tuc muc dich cia nhém nay. Ciing
c6 ngudi néi nhém nay do Bic si Truong K& An 14p ra, c6 xuét ban tap
chi Minh Dic, khong rd thé nao.

Nhém Bach Y Lién Doan Chon Ly: Nhém nay ban dau do 6ng Hoi
dong Nguyén Van Tong, mot chifc sic thu¢c phdi Tién Thién 1ap ra c6
muc dich suu tam Thanh Ngon céc chi phdi dé 1am tai liéu cia dao.
Nhém chit truong ban dao phuc trdng va bit khan trang. Muc dich c6
hay nhung sau khi 6ng Tong mét, nhém nay ciing tiéu hao thuc luc
nhiéu, nhung vin con hoat dong tai mién Nam

Nhém Nit Chung Hoa: Nhém nay vang linh co biit & chi Minh
Tan day thanh 1ap riéng cho hang nit phdi do céc ba Ngoc Nhién Huong
va Lé Ngoc Trinh diéu khién budi dau. Muyc dich cia nhém nay 1a hop
nhitt nit phdi duéi quyén ciia Lé Son Thénh MaAu. Tuy nhién, cong viéc
tién hanh khong nhu dyu dinh va tir su lién hop phéi nit, nhém nay xoay
sang cong téc xa hoi, hién cdn c6 ngudi ti€p tuc cong tdc nay tai Saigon.

Su thanh hinh c4c nh6m nay nhu da ké trén c6 thé do nhon y mét
phan cho nén chi ra doi khong lau roi tan lui dan.

B.166 Trong mét budi dan cdu tién nguoi ta cdn phdi lam gi? Phdp su
va hai dong tir lam nhimg gi? Nguoi hau dan cé phdi viét sé va
cdu héi khéng, néu cé thi nhitng bdn nay cé dugc dot di khong
va dot ¢ ddu, c6 phdi tdt cd nhimg nguoi tham du déu dung
nuwéc ciing khong, c6 mang phi chii khong? Phut c6 viét ra
khong? Néu c6, c6 phdi dugc viét trén gidy va dot di khong, khi
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nao? La pha dé ¢ ddu, cé phdi dung dé trir ma quy khong? Cé
phdi nguéi muén cau hay dat cdu hoi véi Than Linh phai luon
luén hién dién trong buoi dan khong, néu cé ho phdi lam gi?
Nguoi dong ti tinh lai nhu thé nao, ho tiép dién nhu thé nao?
Cdc dong ti c6 dung nhitng phuong phdp khdac nhau khong,
trong cung mét phdi, trong nhitng phdi khdc nhau?

Mot budi dan co doi héi su im lang tuyét déi trong mot tam thanh
d6ng nhat clia nhimg thanh phan trach nhiém trong budi cau. Néu khong
duogc nhu the thi rit dé vong dong 1am cho phin Thién Dién khong tron
ven, do d6, phan nhon dién gém nhon y va duc vong xen vao lam mat
nghia clia mot budi cau dan di. Phdp su quy chinh giita dan, k& bén va
khoéang gifta hai ngudi dong tir ngdi trén hai chiéc ghé dua dat ngay
truée Thién Ban xay mat vao nhau va bon tay thi vao phan dudi cia gid
ngoc co. Tuy theo trudng hop, ngudi hau dan ¢6 thé bach bing miéng
con nhing 14 s¢ chi dung trong nhitmg budi 1€ 16n viét trén (& gidy bd vio
mot phong bi, r6i doc to lén trudc Thién Ban va dugc d6t ngay tai d6 khi
doc xong. Céc loai nudc am dwong (nudc tra 12 Am va nudc trong la
duong, déu la nude loc dun sé6i khong phai nudc bién) va ruou dang ciling
¢6 thé dugc dung nhu mot an hué cda Than Linh cho nhing ngudi hau
dan, nhung khong nhut thiét ldc nao ciing vay. Rat han ché viéc dung
phit chii trong dao Cao Pai. Phu dugc diing trong budi ciu din khong
viét trén gidy ma chi hoa trén khoéng chan khong truée khi doc bai cau
nghia la khi budi cau bit dau, phi dugc hoa & trude ban thd, & bon huéng
dong tay nam bac ché cau dan va noi ban tay hai nguoi dong tir véi muc
dich ngan can khong cho ta ma vao qudy phé trong budi ciu dan. Nguoi
mudn ciu hay dat cAu hoi véi Than Linh khéng nhiit thiét can phai c6
mat tai budi cau dan. Néu hién dién, ho phai quy sau ngudi phdp su, khi
duoc co goi t6i thi héi hoac tu nhién co tra 10i ma khong can dat thanh
cau hoi nhu v6i ngudi thudng. Sau mot budi ciu, khi Than Linh thang

thi hai ngudi dong tir khong budng ngoc co, nhung ngoc co khong xé
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dich nita. Lic d6, phdp su 14y chén nudc hoa phii bu6i dau véi canh hoa
ray nuéc vio mang tang dong tir va goi to tén ctia ho thi ho thitc dy nhu
ngudi di qua mot gidc ngh say. Con viéc ti€p dié€n thi theo kinh nghiém
clia riéng c4 nhan t6i, t6i nhan rd nhu c6 mot ludng gié mét xam nhap tir
trén khong nghia I tir trén cao pht xu6ng dau t6i, 101 nghe nhap vao co
thé t6i 1am t6i thdy mat diu va sau d6 hon mé dan dan, nhung ciing c6
khi nhur mo mang, c6 thé trong thdy chung quanh nhung khong lam gi
khdc hon 14 hién trang dang chiu d€ cho hai tay theo da cla ngoc co ma
viét thanh chit, dd mudn guong lai ciing khéng dugc. Cach thic nay rdt
thong dung tir bubi ban so dén phdi Tién Thién, sau d6 truyén ra Trung
Viét cho mai dén sau nay. Gan day, cling c6 noi diing mot dong ti,
nhung su viéc dién tién cé khic l1a chi mot ngudi ngdi dong va néi nhieu
hon 12 viét. Phai chang d6 1a mot su léch lac cta 1& mau nhiém nay, thi
dé 1a mot digu ma chi c6 ngudi di Jam dong t&r méi c6 thé nghi van, con
nhimg ngudi ngoai cudc c6 1€ rat kho phan biét gia chon.

B.167 Ma quy la gi, c6 phdi chiing chi gdy khé khan va dirgc phdt hién
trong nhiing budi cdu dan? Ld phi ngdn cdn chiing ndi gi, phit
nay viét bang chit Hdn hay ciing béng nhitng 16i chit khdc? Co
bao gi chit Phan duoc dung dé viét phi hay & cdc Thanh That?

Kinh Pai Thira Chon Gi4o ghi doan nhu sau :

" .. Vi con nguoi hé la mat hét chon duong thi phdi thudn dm ma
nguoi da thudn dm tuyét duong la tdt phdi chét, ma chét nhuvdy tdt phdi
la ma quy, chit khéng dugc nhdp vao mot thé gi6i nao ma an nghi hét,
ddu cho thé gidi dy la noi Diém phil ciing vay- Da khéng duoc nhdp vao
thé gi6i ndo thi i ma quy dy chi phdi nuong dua gié mdy ma cho ngay
tiéu diét thoi. Va khong nhdp vao thé gidi nao dugc cing chi tai chiing
né da lam cho tiéu diét hét cd cdc phdn chon duong ciia chiing né roi."t

+ DAl THUA CHON GIAO - THIEN DANG VA DIA NGUC
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Ma qui c6 thé gay khé khan cho nhitng buéi cau dan nhung nhimg
phit phép duoc xir dung ding cidch c6 thé trir khir ching mot cach dé
dang. Khong phai ma qui chi hién dién & nhitng noi cé dan ma thoi, ma
ching & cung khdp khong nhit dinh noi nao, mién noi dé c6 nhing gi
chiing c6 thé c4m dé va 16i kéo dé€ nh4p bon, ching khéc gi nhimg du
dang bi gia dinh tir bd trén thé gian. L4 phit dugc xir dung dé€ trir ma qui
ma t6i biét trong dao Cao Pai goi 1a phu "Tam Thién", 1a do ba chir
"Thién" (viét bang chit Han c6 nghia la Troi) hop lai. Con cic loai bua
theo chit phan thi dugc diing trong tang 1€ ( phan Phé Do ). Nhung dac
biét trong thoi gian t6i lam dong t&, ddng V6 Hinh ¢6 day niém bai "Chi
Dai Bi" bang tiéng phan cla Phat gido mbi khi c6 hién tugng ma quy
nhap vao qudy phd trong cdc budi cau dan. Toéi cé thyc nghiém ciing
diing nhu the.

B.168 C6 phdi ld phit con dugc xit dung cho nhitng muc dich khdc
ngoai vi¢c cdau dan khong? Néu thé thi dang nhu thé nao, é
dadu, khi nao, tai sao, cho viéc gi va dé lam gi?

Viéc dung blia phép rat gi6i han trong dao Cao Dai. Theo ché
chiing 16i hi€u thi ngoai 14 bua déi khi ding nhu phit tam thién dé€ tran
dan trir ta ma, con thi it c¢6 hodc khong c6 gi khac nita. Néu khong ké
nhitng phu phép diing cho c4c tang 18 theo tuc & c§ truyen...

B.169 Ngoai trit phin Vé Vi, cdc chi phdi khéc c6 16i tu luyén riéng
khong? Tur ddu ma cé nhitng phdp tu dé, phdp tu dé nhu thé
nao, cé ding chdn truyén khong? Muc dich ciia nhitng phdp tu
dy? Tai sao c6 su khdc biét giita cdc phdp tu dy, néu c6? Phdp tu
nao lién quan vdi cdc chi Minh? Rdt hoan nghénh néu ong cho
biét nhitng chi tiét khdc.

Ngoai trir phan V6 Vi né6i ti€p chan truyen bi phép cua dic Ngo
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Minh Chiéu dugc xem nhu 13 chdnh phdp, con céc chi phéi bén Phé Do
cling ¢6 nhitng phép tu riéng biét. Nhung ¥ nghia ctia nhimg phép tu nay
12 1aAm cho con ngudi dugc minh méin d€ hanh dao theo ¥ niém gidi dinh
hué bén nha Phat ma théi. Céc phdi déu tu tao lap phép tu cho minh
hodc do co bit nhu Tién Thién, hodc do ngudi trudc dé lai nhu Bén Tre.
Mot cach téng quét, cdc phdp tu nay lam cho than tam yén lang dé c6
thé tré nén sdng sudt trong viéc hanh dao ma thoi, chd con di dén muc
dich tao Tién tac Phat nhu bén V6 Vi thi khéng dugc vi khong c6 4n
chimg chi ca. Do d6 cdc phdp tu nay khong thudc vé chan truyén bi
phép ciia ditc Cao Dai, trong mot m6i dao khong thé ¢4 hai chan truyén
bi phdp. Néu c6 bi phap cia ditc Cao Dai lanh hoi boi ditc Ngo roi thi
khong c6 phép mon nao khdc hon nifa. Con néu c6 chi phdi nao stra d6i
phdp mén ciia ditc Cao Dai tir diic Ng6 Minh Chiéu dé 1am theo céch
thitc khéc thi ciing khong ding 12 chan truyén vi dé sai lac 10i vay.
Néi vé chi tiét thi Tién Thién do co bit béi nhimg dong tr bi anh
hudng cla nhimg truyén Tau nén c6é nhimg phép tuyét coc, phi than
v.v... nhung hién nay da tiéu hoai tir 1au, chi con nhiing d4u tich doi chd
ma thoi. Con & Bén Tre thi phdp mon do 6ng Gido Tong Nguyén Ngoc
Tuong sdng ch€ ra khong phai cua VO Vi, hién ciing khong thdy 4n
ching viéc thanh dao. & Tay Ninh va Minh Chon Dao hoan toan khong
¢6 viéc tu luyén. Riéng veé Hoi Thanh Trung Viét c6 mot nhém ngudi
ménh danh 12 tu theo V6 Vi nhung lai vin mang 40 mio chifc phdm cua
ben Phé D6 nén khong ding v6i chan truyén cia dic Cao Pai vi dd sai
lac nguyén bdn.

B.170 Trong s6 cdc nha khai dao Cao Dai, cé nguoi dugc biét trudc
kia dd la tin do Phdt gido. Néu c6, ho la nhimg ai, dd theo phdi
nao ciia Phdt gido? Néu khong, xin dinh chinh.

Trong nhing nha khai dao Cao Dai, khong ai c6 goc 1a tin do Phat
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gido. Néu c6 nhimng vi c6 tén trong t& Khai Dao ngay 7 thing 10 nam
1926 véi nghé nghiép thay tu, thi chi c6 6ng Lé Van Lich, géc Minh
buong, 6ng Tran Pao Quang va Nguyén Van Kinh, hai 6ng déu 1a g6c
Minh Su ma thoi.

B.1710ng Tdc da lién lac vdi 6ng Cuong DéE vao nhitng nam 1941-
1942 va nhitng nam trudc dé. C6 phdi nhimg su lién lac dé bt
ddu khi ong lam pho loan khong? Néu khong thi khi nao? Nhiing
moi lién hé cia ong véi nguoi Nhut la gi? Micc do quan hé ra
sao, co thdn thién khéong?

Theo tap "Ti€u St cia ditc Ho phdp Pham Cong T4c" c6 bay ban
¢ Toa Thanh Tay Ninh thi 6ng T4c 12 ngudi c6 tu tudng va tinh thin cich
mang 4i quéc tir nhé. Truéc nam 17 tudi (1907) ong di bj bit hut vi
tham gia phong trao Pong Du do hai cu Phan B6i Chau va Phan Chau
Trinh cam dau. Theo tai liéu ndy thi 6ng nim trong danh sich nhém
nguoi thi tu duge dua di xuét duong nhung cong cudc bi bai 16 va ong
nghi hoc & Saigon (trudng Chasseloup Laubat) d€ vé 4n tai qué nha (Tay
Ninh). Mac du sau d6, 6ng tré lai Saigon 1am thu ky s& Thuong Ch4nh,
van cdn nhimg hoat dong chinh tri ng&m ngam, nhung cho dén khi 6ng
cing nhém phd loan bit dau x4y ban thi khong con hoat dong chinh tri
nita. Thdi gian sau, 6ng hoat dong cho sy phit trién dao Cao Dai cho dén
nam 1941 thi bi Phép bat day di an tri & Madagascar, cho mai d€n nam
1946 Phép m6i tha 6ng ve. Nhu vay phai néi lién lac clia Ong véi ngudi
Nhat né€u c6 12 truée nam 1941. L& c6 nhién v6i tu cich mot 1anh tu ton
gido ¢ Viet Nam du6i quyén c6 mot s6 kha dong quén ching, ngudi
Nhut v6i chiéu bai Pai Pong A can phai loi dung dé thuc hién mong b4
chu ctia minh, nén 6ng duoc ngudi Nhut lién lac tir khi méi dat chan len
dat nuéc Viét Nam.
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B.172 Cho biét ly do thdt su vé viéc thanh ldp qudn doi cua ong Tdc o
Toa Thdanh Tay Ninh, muc dich cua viéc nay nhu thé nao? Lai
lich qudn doi nay cho dén khi gidi tdn dudi thoi ong Diém la
nhuw thé nao? Tai sao quan doi chinh phu chiém cit Toa Thdanh
Tdy Ninh ndm 19562 Tai sao ong Diém muén nhuw vay? Nhimg
lién lac giita luc lugng nay vdi qudn doi Binh Xuyén, Hoa H ao?

Né&u néi ong Tic thanh 1ap quan d6i thi khong ding lam. Bai vi
nhém thanh nién vo trang tai Toa Thanh T4y Ninh da c6 trudc d6, khi
ong con bi day & Phi Chau. Ly do chinh Ia tir sau 1941, quan doi Phap
chiém déng Toa Thanh va bt bé cdc chifc sic, khing b6 toan dao, mot
s6 thanh nién c6 tinh than yéu nudc ngoan dao tai day da ty dong ding
1én 16 chic hang ngii bi mat dé chong lai sy khing b6 dan dp cia Phdp va
muu su bao vé Toa Thanh Tay Ninh khoi su xam chi€m cta thuc dan.
Dimg dau nhém nay c6 ong Tran Quang Vinh, Nguyén Van Thanh,
Nguyén Thanh Phuong va Trinh Minh Thé. Cho dén nim 1946, khi
ong Pham Cong Tac dugc Phip tha vé méi cong khai tén trg va chu
truong t6 chitc quan do6i nay thém phat trién va c6 qui ci nhiéu hon.
Quan s6 tir vai ba dai d6i ban diu da 1én t6i non ba van, dat dudi quyén
chi huy truc ti€p cia Trung tudng Nguyén Thanh Phuong. Con 6ng
Pham Céng Tic thi duge goi 1a Téng Tu Linh T6i Cao Thuong Ton
Quan Thé . Nhan danh chiic vi nay, Ong Tic di c6 nhiéu Ian ti€p xic va
lién két v6i cdc tuéng lanh cia Binh Xuyén va quan doi Hoa Hao véi
muc dich tao thanh mot luc luong thuln tiy Viét Nam vo trang chong lai
Viét Minh Cong san hién thdi va néu can ch6ng lai bt cit mot 4p dao
nio d6i v6i quoc gia Viet Nam bat cif tir dau dén. Pau thap nién 1950,
luc lugng Cao Dai chia 1am hai phe: mot phe do Nguyén Thanh Phuong
& thé hop tdc v6i chinh quyén va Phdp, mot phe tach vao nidi do Trinh
Minh Thé 1ap chién khu ¢ Ba Pen. Nam 1955, quan d6i Trinh Minh Thé
dugc dieu dong veé hop téc véi quan doi quoc gia du6i chinh thé Ngo
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Pinh Diém. Viéc nay 6ng Pham cong Téc khong dong ¥ va goi ong The
12 ké phan Thay.

Quéan doi chinh phi duéi thdi Téng Thong Ngo Pinh Diém khong
ramatdan 4p luc luong 6ng Téc, nhung c6 nhitng ban tay cua 6ng Diém
di xui cdc ngudi dudi quyén cta 6ng Téc thuc hién viéc goi l1a "thanh
trimg" noi bo, bit giam cam nhiéu dao hitu, ké ca hai ngudi con gdi cua
ong Tic. Con ong Téc thi bi giam 1ong & Ho Phdp dudng. D6 la mot ké
hoach clia dé tam nhan di khién cho 6ng Tac phai 1én dudng luu vong
sang Cam bét khoang thing 2/1956.

Ong Diém mudn gidi tdn quan doi ctia Tay Ninh dé tap trung lyc
lugng cho thé ché cta 6ng va clng ¢ chinh quyén cia 6ng theo chu
truong doc tai ma ong thuc hién nhitng nam sau d6 dé di dén céi chét bi
tham cua 0ng nam 1963.

Nhitng nh4n vt quan trong trong quan d6i Ty Ninh c6 thé ké
nhitng 6ng Tran Quang Vinh, Nguyén Van Thanh, Nguyén Thanh
Phuong, Trinh Minh Thé€ ... Nhitng su lién lac giita 6ng Téc véi Binh
Xuyén, Hoa Hao chiing t6i khéng dugc biét 1am.

B.173 Tai sao nguoi Cao Pai lai ting hé Phdp vao nam 19472

Day 1a mot cau héi c6 tinh cdch ngoai pham vi khao sit nghién
cifu cia ching t6i, nhung theo ché chiing t6i hiéu biét, néu khong [am
thi nguyén do nhu sau day:

Thang 8 nam 1945, sau khi Nhut du hang Pong Minh, Viét
Minh ndm chinh quyén ¢ Viét Nam. Tai mién Nam, luc luong v6 trang
Cao Dai duéi quyen chi huy clia 6ng Tran Quang Vinh (6ng Tic hién
con dang & Madagascar) da lién két véi Hoa Hao 1am thanh mot luc
luong v5 trang kh4 hiing hau trong hang ngii Viét Minh ldc bay gid dang
du6i thé ché lién hiép quéc gia.
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Tuy nhién, Chu tich 1am thoi ctia Viét minh lic niy 1a Nguyén
Binh nhan thay luc lugng vo trang cdc gido phdi rat hing hiu nhat 1a &
dia phuong ctia ho nén di 1am cho cudc hén ph6i mién cudng giita vo
than (Viét minh) va hitu thin (gido phdi) tré nén tan v§. Thing 6/1946,
ong Tran Quang Vinh bi Phdp bit giit. Loi dung co hoi niy, Phép bang
10ng tha 6ng Vinh ra v6i diu kién: Phdp ciing s€ tha 6ng Tac vé nudc va
luc lvong vo trang cua 6ng Vinh sé& hgp tic véi Phép.

Ay thé 1a thang 8/1947, mot théa hiép giita Téng Tu Linh t6i cao
quan doi Phép vdi luc lugng vo trang Cao Dai dugc ky két'.

B.174 Trinh Minh Thé la ai? Tai sao ong ly khai? Ong ldp bdn doanh
¢ ddu? Onglam nhu thé véi muc dich gi? Ong thugc phdi nao?
C6 phdi chi c6 phdi Tay Ninh la phdi c6 qudn doi khong?
Trinh Minh Th€ 12 mot tin d6 mién nam, thu¢c phéi Tay Ninh.
Nghe dau trong thoi gian tao tdc Pén Thanh Tay Ninh, 6ng 1a mot trong
nhitng nhan c6ng. Tir 1940, chinh pht Phdp da ra mat khiing b6 Toa
Thénh Tay Ninh ciing nhu ¢ khip cic noi c6 dao. Nam 1941, Phép tich
thu céc van phong Toa Thénh, ra linh nhan c6ng dinh chi viéc tao tdc va
bit ong Pham Cong T4c cing nhiéu chic sic 16n tai ddy. Trinh Minh
Thé ciing v6i cdc ban thanh nién lic bdy gid nhu Nguyén Van Thanh,
Nguyén Thanh Phuong v.v... hiép véi 6ng Tran Quang Vinh, mot chitc
séc ciia Tda Thanh, muu su chéng Phap. Ong Vinh do dy. Do mot dan
co 6ng Nguyén Trung Hau cau tai tu gia, ong Vinh méi quyét dinh viéc
thanh 1ap Iuc lugng v& trang v6i su hop téc cta céc thanh nién ké trén.
Cong cudc dién ti€n nhu thé cho dén nam 1951, Trinh Minh The duong
chi huy Iuc lugng Cao Dai tai Giang Tan dang dém lén bo di 1ap chién
khu trong niii Ba Pen, gi4p ranh Tay Ninh va Cam bot. Hinh nhu c6 su
thoa thuan ngdm ngam giita phan con lai va phan ra di trong sur tuong trg
+ Theo Fall, “Political Religious sects”, trang 240
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14n nhau, nhém con & lai hiép tic véi Phap sé chia dong luong véi nhém
bén trong chién khu bang nhitng muu thuit ma nguoi Phip khong he
biét. Trinh Minh Th€ duong nhién cam dau mot luc lugng vo trang i
quoc tdt do trong cong cudc chong Phap va chong Viét minh ciing mot

Idc.

B.175 Tai sao co6 nhitng cudc dai héi toan quéc vao thdang 9/1953? Vgi
muc dich gi? Thanh phdn tham du?

Day la mot van dé ngoai su khdo sét clia chiing toi tir trudc nay.
Tuy nhién, theo ché dur dodn ciia chiing t6i thi tinh trang bi d4t ctia cudc
chién Viét Phap di khién 6ng Tac mudn 14y tu cdch lanh tu t6n gido clia
minh ding lam trung gian cho sy dan xé&p hoa binh giita Bio Pai va Ho
Chi Minh trén tinh than yéu nuéc, nhung sy viéc khéng dén dau. L& di
nhién, thanh phan tham du lic bdy gio khong ai khac hon 1a lanh tu c4c
kh6i vo trang nhu Binh Xuyén, Hda Hio va Viét Nam Quéc Dan bang
V.V....

B.176 Tai sao Bdo Dai cd'thong nhdt céc luc luong vé trang Cao Dai,
Hoa Hdo va Binh Xuyén? Tai sao ong thdt bai? Tai sao ong
Diém lai thanh cong?

biéu nay ciing ngoai sy hiéu biét clia chiing t6i. Nhung su that
bai hay thanh cong ciia hai ong trén khong phii 12 do su ¢& tam théng
nhitt céc lyc lugng v6 trang ma chinh 1a do yéu t6 nhan tam d6i véi hai
ong &y. Bao Dai v6n tru6c 1a mot vua ba nhin, moi sy déu do ngoai bang
X1 dyc hay sai khi€n ma c6. Con 6ng Diém, khi méi ve nudc, vén 1a
mot trong nhitg ngudi cé thanh tich cich mang, c6 tinh thin tranh dau
cho Viét Nam nén dan ching Ging ho va sy thanh cong cia 6ng chinh 1a
& diém nay.
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B.177 Ai la nhitng nguoi Cao Dai tham gia chinh phu ndam 1955? Tai
sao ho tir chirc? Tai sao nguoi Cao Dai lai thanh ldp mot mat
tran thong nhdt chong ong Diém, chi phdi nao tham gia? Muc

dich mdt trén nay la gi, nhém nao tham gia, gom nhiing ai?

Pay ciing 12 mot van d& noi bo ctia phdi Tay Ninh ngoai pham vi
nghién citu ctia chiing t6i. Tuy nhién, nhig ngudi Cao Dai tham gia
chinh phu ngoai trir 6ng Lé Van Hoach va 6ng Tran Quang Vinh la
nhimg chic sic cia Toa Thanh, con lai la nhimg ngudi ma tin do khong
biét da dén Toa Théanh va 1am céch nao dé cho cic chifc sic tin vao tai
luc ctia ho dé dem ra tham gia viéc nay viéc no. Sau dé, khi c6 quyeén luc
trong tay, ho lai xem Tda Thénh kh6ng ra chi ca. D6 1acdi té trang clia
nhiing ngudi ménh danh 1a tri thic Cao Pai tham gia cdc chinh phu gin
day. Néu t6i nhé khong Iam thi hinh nhu trong thoi gian 1955, ngudi
dugc goi la ciia Tay Ninh 1a 6ng Pham Xuan Théi thi phai. Su tir chitc
ctia 6ng chic phai do mot p luc chong ddi chinh quyén Diém. B6i vi
trong nam nay, hai 6ng Trinh Minh Th€ va Nguyén Thanh Phuong da
ding vé phe 6ng Diém tiéu diét Binh Xuyén. Con 6ng Tic thi vin giit
1ap trudng cii clia minh 1a kéu goi sy chung s6ng hoa binh va khong diét
céc doan thé ban (nhu Binh Xuyén, Hoa Hao). Cho nén, ty trong Tay
Ninh c6 su luc duc ma giita ong Tac va nhimg dé tir (6bng Thé, 6ng
Phuong) c6 su bat hoa khién 6ng Téc phai roi Tda Thénh ra di.

Nhu vay, cdc nhém chéng 6ng Diém con lai chi ¢6 ¢ Tay Ninh
(c4c chi phdi khédc khong tham dy) v6n 1a nhimg do dé trung kién cia
ong Tic, c6 thé ké nhu Dai T4 Manh (6ng nay von 12 phu td than c4n cia
ong Thé khi con trong chién khu) va SI tai Nhung, mot chiic sic Tay
Ninh.

B.178 Nhiing mon do cdc chi Minh qui nguyén qua Cao DPai la do y
cdc bdc ton truong ciia cdc chi nay, do co bit, hay qua su truyén
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Dau tién, co biit goi dén cédc nha lanh tu cdc chi nhu Minh Su thi
c6 6ng Tran Pao Quang, Minh Dudng thi c6 6ng Ngoc Lich Nguyét
(hay Lé Van Lich). Sau d6, cic mon d6 cua cic chi 4y méi dén xin y
kién cua hai 6ng va hudng ing trudc su canh tan cta phong trao méi, vi
noi dung ciing gom su ton thd Tam gido, nén ho di qui nguyén qua dao
Cao Dai.

B.179 Minh Tan va Tién Thién duoc ditc Ngé Minh Chiéu gidng co
sau khi Ngai liéu dao. Tai sao chi cé hai noi nay ma khong
phdi nhitng chi Minh khdc, hay nhitng chi phdi Phé Pé khdc?

Su gidng day cia Than Linh nhu di trinh bay & cau B.44 1a mét
véan dé cdm ng. Ciing c6 khi d6 12 mot s huyeén diéu clia cdc dang Vo
Hinh ma noi nao c6 can duyén thi noi d6 duoc tho lanh. Du sao thi su
linh ing cia ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu ciing khong thé thi€u di bt cit noi nio
1a moi trudng sinh hoat clia ton gido Cao Dai vi chinh Ngai 1a manh nha
cho cong cugc nay. Cho nén, khéng sém thi mudn noi dau cling s& thay
vai tro quan trong clia Ngai d6i v6i sw mét con ciia nén Dao. Cho dii c4c
phdi kh6ng cdn cim dé c6 sy linh ting ctia Ngai thi cling s€ thdy dugc
trong trach cda Ngai sau nay bdi vi d6 1a mot van de tam linh do the giéi
v6 hinh diéu dong chit khong phai ciia the gi6i loai ngudi.

B.180 Hién tai hay trong qud khit, c6 nhimg nhém nao khdc ciia Dai
BDao Tam Ky Pho Do bi xem la thdt chon truyén nhu Minh Chon
Ly khong? D6 la nhitng nhém nao va tai sao bi xem nhu theé?

Khong c¢6 nhém nao sau Minh Chon Ly bi £0i 1a thét chon truyén
ca. Cho dii ¢6 nhimng nhém 18 ¢ do mot s6 ngudi tao dung nén véi mot
muc dich gi di nifa thi cling con thd Thién Nhin, con tuan theo céc kinh
luat. Chi cong viéc ctia ho bi lech lac c6 thé 1am cho ngudi ngoai cudc
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tudng [am chdnh phdp cia dao ma thoi. Nhitng nhém nay khong déng
ké.

B.181 Tai sao lai chon Tdy Ninh lam Thdnh dia? Nguoi Phdp cho
rding viéc nay phdt xudt tic mét ly do khong may nao do. Co
nguyén nhdn chinh dang nao dé ho nghi nhu vdy khong? Néu
khong xin dinh chinh. Cdc chi phdi chon Thanh Dia cua minh

dua trén nhimng ly do gi?

Ngudi Phép ciing c6 1y khi cho rang chon lang Long Thanh & Tay
Ninh 1am Toa Thanh Cao Dai phat xudt tit mot nguyén nhan ching lanh
qua viéc c4c nha Khai Dao da muon chua T Lam Ty & G0 Kén dé t6
chic 18 Khai Dao nhung thét bai. Su that ciing c6 nhu thé vi khi thdy
cudc r6i loan dé, Hoa Thuong Nhu Nhan nan chi doi chia lai va sau d6
méi c6 linh co biit doi dén lang Long Thanh hién nay. Nhung phai néi
ring noi day l1a do cdc nha khai dao dau tién chon lya thé theo Thanh
Ngon cilia ditc Cao Dai chi day thing 2/1927 véi cong qua cua 6ng ba
Nguyén Ngoc Tho. Céc Hoi Thinh khéc dat tru s& phan nhiéu do co biit
nhu Tién Thién, Minh Chon Dao, Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido, cling ¢6 noi
do nhon ¥ clia c4c nha 1anh dao nhu Thinh That An Hoi 6 Bén Tre.

B.182 Nhém tin do Cao Pai ¢ Nam Vang duoc thanh ldp nhu thé nao,
khi nao va tai sao? Tai sao nhom nay lai lién két vdi Tay Ninh?
Tai sao ho bi quoc vuong Cam bét ngdn cam? Theo chiing toi
biét, nhimg ldnh tu cia ho da du phdn vao nhimg hoat dong
chong Phdp, thin Nhdt. Tai sao? Ho ciing lién minh vdi nhom
Khmer Kampuchia Krom, diéu nay duoc gidi thich ra sao?

Viéc truyén ba dao Cao Dai sang dat Cam b6t di c6 tir 1927 do
ong Pham Cong Tdc vang linh diic Cao Pai thanh hinh tir d6. Dau tién
cong cudc phé do duoc thuc hién vdi tru s& tam tai nha 6ng Cao Dic
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Trong, sau 6ng nay dugc phong Tiép Pao Hiép Thién Dai Toa Thanh
Tay Ninh. Nhimng o6ng Tran Quang Vinh, Huynh Van Tuy nhap mon tai
Nam Vang trong dip nay. Pén nam 1951, s6 tin d6 1én dén bay van
nguoi.

Vi co dao ¢ day truc thudc Toa Thanh Tay Ninh tirkhi bat dau nén
tdt cd moi chuyén bién déu do anh hudng ciia Tay Ninh, dac biét noi 6ng
Pham Cong Téc. Do d6, khi Tay Ninh chéng Phdp thi ho cling chéng
Phép, khi Tay Ninh than Nhut thi ho ciing than Nhut va sau nay theo chi
truong hoa binh chung s6ng v6i su lwu vong ciia 6ng Tac tai Nam Vang,
ho ciing theo mot chi huéng d6. Dieu nay khong c6 chi la.

B.183 Nguyét Minh Dai va Cao Thién Pai la gi va ¢ dau? Nhitng lién
hé cua nhitng noi nay véi cdc chi Minh ra sao?

Chiing 16i khéng 16 14m ve nhitng noi nay, xin 15i.

B.184 Duong nhu c6 su lién két giita Héi Thdnh My Tho, Minh Tan
va Cao Dai Da Ndng. Xin gidi thich di¢u nay?

- Theo chd 16i biét thi tir trude nay khong c6 su lién két nao nhu vay
cd. N&u c6, chi trén lap trudng lién giao tuong trg ma thoi.

B.185Tqi sao Hoi Thdanh Trung Viét lai chdp nhén thi hanh bén co
quan nhu Tdy Ninh, nhdt la khi Tdy Ninh duong nhu khong du
phan nhiéu trong viéc thanh lip Hoi Thdnh nay? Thdt ra Tay
Ninh c6 du phdn nhiéu hay khong?

Hoi Thénh Truyén Gido Trung Viét theo co biit - t6i phai x4c
nhan rang co biit ndy do ngudi dong ti di anh huéng Tay Ninh - di 16
chitc hanh chénh dao theo b6n co quan nhu & Tay Ninh. Nguyén tir
trude, & Trung Viét 4p dung Ie 16i Tam Dan Ciru Vién nhu di c6 tir khai
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nguyén nén dao, chi ti nam 1956 vé sau nay mdi cai d6i ra bon co quan
ma thoi. Véi tu cdch mot dong tir cling goc HOi Thanh Trung Viét, t61
cho dé 1a mét su léch lac chon truyén can phai dugc tu chinh lai béi vi
16i cai d6i ra bén co quan nay 12 do ¥ ki€n cd nhan clia 6ng Pham Cong
Tc tir 1938 4p dung & Tay Ninh dé cho phit hop véi dia vi Chudng Quan
Nhij Hitu hinh dai cta 6ng lic bdy git cho dén vé sau khi 6ng con nim
quyeén tai Tay Ninh. D6 12 mot sy vi pham luat phép dao trong sy phan
quyén clia ba dai, khong thé goi la diing theo chan truyén cta dao Cao
Dai duoc.

B.186 Lich sir vu thdm sdt tin do Cao Dai tai Qudng Ngdi nhu thé
nao? Nhitng cudc thdm sdt khdc do cung mét nhém nguoi thuc
hién hay do nhitng nhém khdc?

Vu tham st & Quang Ngdi nam 1945 r4t 1a ring ron. C6 thé néi
dé 1a mot t4n trd di man nh4t ma nhimg ngudi ménh danh la van minh
d3 1am ra chi vi chi nghia vo thin phi nhan cia ngoai bang. Viéc suu
fam st liéu ciia vu tham sat nay c6 nhiéu trd ngai vi c6 noi bi giét sach
khong con ngudi séng sét, hoac c6 ngudi s6ng sot thi lai cdn qui nho,
hay quén di khong nhd o timg chi tiét su viéc xay ra duoc. Tuy nhién,
nhimg vu giét nay c6 thé ké dai loai nhu :

«  buoc ngudi tin dd phéi chéi dao, bube qua Thién Nhin, néu ai 1am

nhur thé thi dwoc tha, nhung céc tin do vin khang khang khong chju.

«  budc con phai giét cha, vo phai giét chdng hay nguoc lai n€u khong
chiu chdi dao. '

Nhiing vu tan st dugc thi hanh ngay tai dia phuong do nhitng can
b0 Viét minh lic by gi®' mang dau 6c Nga SO, Trung Cong, nhitng hinh
thic giét ngudi c6 thé ké nhu sau:
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°  dem xau tay ngudi nay v6i ngudi kia bang day thép roi liéng xudng
nudc, ai nho 1én thi 12y dam dap xuéng cho dén chét.

o dao ham I6n, bit mat ngudi tin do tir mudi tudi trd 1én c6 khi ca mot
lang r6i x6 xuéng ham l4p lai.

°  bit mat ngudi tin do r6i dem bdn ca mot doc dai xong vui chung
mot 16.

e chém bang ma tdu, bang dao bt cit & dau, cit dé y nhu vay cho dén
khi ho chét bat ké ho viing viy nhu thé nio.

Ban liét ké riéng cia Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido c6 dén 2971 ngudi
nam nif tir 18 tubi trd 1én da bi giét tai Quang Ngii. Hién Hoi Thanh
Truyén Gido da x4y thdp ky niém tai tinh nay.

B.187 Nhitng lién hé giita phdi Tdy Ninh, va cdc chi nhénh véi Mac
Long ddng? C6 phdi nao lién hé véi ddng nay khong? Néu cé ¢

mitc dé nao?

Ching 16i hoan toan khong biét dén diéu nay.

B.188 Lam thé nao nguoi Cao Pai phoi hop chinh tri va nhitng sinh
hoat chinh tri vdi tin nguéng ton gigo?

Nguoi Cao Dai chan chinh luén luén phan biét hai pham vi hoat
dong cta cudc s6ng doi minh. Ho 1a mot tin db cla dao Cao Dai trong
sit mang gieo truyén 4nh sang ctia Chan Ly méi cho khap moi ngudi trén
th€ gian. Nhu vay, ho phai xem moi ngudi nhw anh em khong phan biét
ching toc, giai cép hay tin ngudng. Ho 1a mot cdnh ctta mé toang dén
nhén tinh tuong than tuong 4i & bat ¢t sinh hoat ndo cua xa hoi. Trong
tinh than dé6, ho 12 anh em trong kh6i nhan loai néi chung ma dic Cao
Dai hay Thuong D€ vén 1a Cha chung vay. Nhung trong khi d6, ngudi

150



tin d6 Cao Dai con 12 mo6t cong dan trong mot nude. Ho phai 1am xong
b6n phan céng dan ctia nude ho, dit ho & quéc tich nao theo tinh than luét
phdp va cong dong nhan loai. Nhu th€, van dé clﬁnh tri khong hén trz"1i
v6i dao 1y tin ngudng ma c6 thé do dao 1y tin ngudng hun diic va nu6i
dudng cho t6t dep tinh than hy sinh i quéc cia ho. Trong Tan Luat cia
Cao DPai c6 quy dinh nhu vdy. Con nhing trd chinh tri muu m6 nhimg
dieu khong thudc vé can béan dao 1y thi nhiit thi€t ngudi tin dd Cao Dai
chan chinh khong bao gity lam. Nhét 12 trong tinh thé dat nudc Viét
Nam dang thdi tao loan, vén d& chinh tri lai cang 1am cho ngudi tin do
Cao Dai chan chinh suy nghi cAn nhdc mot bén 12 1& Dao, mot bén 1a théi
ddi dé 1am bén phan cong dan cia minh cho ding véi tinh than dao dic
hdo sinh ctia Thugng D€ vay.

B.189 Nguoi Phdp da dua bang chimg réng vai nhdn vién ciia to chirc
bi mdt trong cdc cudc bién loan nam 191 6 (va 1930) datrothanh
tin d6 Cao Pai. Nguoi Cao Ddi c6 bang ching gi dé xdc nhdn
hay cdi chinh diéu dé khong?

That ra, ching t6i khong di béng ching dé minh x4c diéu nay vi
nhifng vi tién boi di tré thanh ngudi thién c6. Tuy nhién, theo su tim
hiéu ciia chiing t6i thi s6 ngudi trong tai liéu cla Phap d6 c6 thé 12 mot
vai vi chic s4c 16n ctia phéi Tién Thién, nhu qui 6ng Nguyé&n Thé Hién,
Phan Van Tong ... v6n 1 nhimg nha cdch mang ¢6 tén tudi thoi bay gio,
sau phong trao Péong du ciia qui cu Phan B6i Chau va Phan Chu Trinh...

B.190 C6 chi phdi nao, hay chinh dao Cao Dai, hodc mt ddng Than
Linh gidng co nao dé thuong dugc biét dudi danh hiéu Dao
Nguyén hay Tién Thién Dai Dao hay khong? Hay nhitng danh
hiéu nay thuéc vé cdc chi Minh?

Chiing t6i khong thdy c6 vi Tién nay trong khoang thdi gian nghién
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citu vé dao Cao Dai tir 1919 dén 1938. Khong biét vi Thian Linh nay &
dau va lai lich ra sao. Chi thdy c6 chi Minh Ly xung 1a Tién Thién Dai
Dao trong céc sé cau su.

B.191Tam thdp luc Thdnh cia Minh Tdn la nhitng vi nao? Cé phdi
cdc chi Minh khdc ciing c6 cang mét hé thong nhu vay khong?
Néu thé'thi hé thong dy la gi, gom nhitng ai, va di¢u gi da dugc
dua vao dao Cao Dai? Cdc cdp khdc nhau 6 cdc chi phdi la gi,
nhiém vu cia cdc thanh vién ra sao? Lam sao dé dat dén phdm
vi do, tu hanh, tinh luyén thé' nao? Cdc vi y cé an chay khong,
gido diéu rasao? C¢ lién hé nao giita phép tu cdc chi Minh dao
voi dao Cao Dai khong? Cdc chi Minh cé méi lién hé voi dao
Cao Dai nhi thé nao, véi chi phdi nao trong dao? Tai sao cdc
chi Minh dy lai hiép véi dao Cao Pai?
Theo ché hi€u biét clia chiing t6i thi chi c¢6 phdi Tién Thién 1a c6

céc vi chifc sic ménh danh nhu 12 tam thap luc Thanh, that thap nhi Hién

hoac That Thanh, That Hién ch6 khong phai clia chi Minh Tan.

S di c6 cdc vi nay 1a do co biit clia phéi nay phong cho nhimg
nguoi trong phdi minh. Ngoai trir cdc 6ng c6 tén tudi vé dia vi & doi nhu
Nguyén thé Hién, Phan Van Tong, Lé Kim Ty dugc phong trong hang
That Thénh, That Hién, con céc vi khac khong méy quan trong. Khi
chién tranh xay ra gy su dé nat cho xi s& nay thi cc co sd Tién Thién
cling tan theo, mang theo nhitng chitc vi hoa my 4dy.

Riéng ve phdp tu clia cdc chi Minh véi dao Cao Pai thi khoéng cé
lién he gi ca. S& di nhu thé 14 vi trong c4c chi Minh dao thi c6 chi Minh
Su, Minh Dudng vén phat ngudn tir Trung hoa, con c6 chi Minh Ly thi
do co biit riéng cia chi nay qui dinh phép tu cta ho. Nhung Minh Ly
khong c6 lién he vé6i phai nao ve phdp tu nay ca. Sy lién hiép cic chi
Minh v6i dao Cao Dai di dugc trinh bay & cdc cau B.146 va B.147. Néi
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riéng vé phép tu thi khong cé & trong dao Cao Dai vi khi c4c chi Minh
ndy qui nguyén qua phan Phé Do ché khong he lién lac véi phan V6 Vi,
nén phdp mén Vo Vi ciia dao Cao Dai vin duogc toan ven cua ditc Cao
Dai tlr nguyén thi vay.

B.192 Ai la Thdt Hién cua hé thong chirc sdc bdn toan trang? C6 phdi
dé la Hiép Thién Pai khong?
Theo cau tra 16i trén (B.146) thi That Hién 13 nhimg chifc sic
thuoc Cira Tring Dai cia phéi Tién Thién v6n 12 phdi chi dung toan dao
phuc tring, chit khong phai 1a Hiép Thién Dai.

B.193 Theo su hiéu biét cuia toi thi Trung Nit Vuong va Tdy Vuong
Thdnh Méu chi gidng co trong phdi Tién Thién. Viéc gidng co
nay nhu thé nao va tai sao lai nhu vay? Aila Tdy Vuong Thdnh
Mdu? Va cé diéu gi ddc biét vé vi nay khong?

Trung Nit Vuong la mot nit anh hiing Viét Nam nén da gidng co
nhigu noi chit khong phai chi & phdi Tién Thién. Tay Vuong Thianh Mau
thi khong biét xust xi tir dau, nhung c6 thé 1a biét danh clia dic Phat
Miu. D6 1a theo nhan dinh riéng ctia t6i, khong ddm quyét chic nhu thé.

B.194 Lam sao biét duoc phdm tuéc ciia mot Than Linh gidng co?
Thuong nhéng vi Than Linh khi gidng co thi xung danh hiéu,
phdm tuéc n€u c6 cho nhitng ngudi hau dan biét.

B.195 Cau trd 101 B.55 khong duoc diy dii. Ong c6 thé cho biét thém
vé nhitng bai kinh dugc dang trong Dao khéng?

Nhitng bai kinh chit quc ngit thinh tir chi Minh Ly c6 thé ké 1a
bai Niéem Huong, bai Khai Kinh, bai S4m Héi, bai Cau Siéu, bai Xung
tung Phat, Thénh, Tién, Than... Nhilng bai nay c6 trong kinh Thién dao
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va Thé dao con luu dung & phdi T4y Ninh va hau hét con dugc dung &
céc phdi khic thudc phian Phé D9, tuyét d6i khong dung bén Vo Vi.

B.196 Xin vui long cho biét thém chi tiét ¢ cdu trd loi B.59.

Cau héi néu ra di dugc cdc cau tra 16i B.136, B.138 va B.143
thém nhitng chi tié€t can biét vé cdc phdi Minh chon Ly, Tién Thién,
Minh Chon DBao. Chi con cdc phéai nhu Cau Kho, Tay Ninh va Bén Tre.
Tir nam 1934, sau khi hai 6ng Pau Su Thugng Tuong Thanh va Ngoc
Trang Thanh vé Bén Tre 1ap Ban Chinh Dao v6i muc dich chén chinh lai
moi dao thi tir d6 gitta Tay Ninh va Bén Tre di dio sdu cdi ho chia ré
khong 1am sao lap bang dugc mac dit méi noi déu hanh dao véi khoi tin
do riéng qui tu theo minh. Cho mai dén nam 1938, tai Bén Tre, 6ng
Gido Tong Nguyén Ngoc Tuong clt hinh mot cudc dai 18 long trong
tuy¢n bo cham dift nhiém vu chinh dao, va céc chi phéi da xong phén su,
nhung ciing (i d6, Bén Tre lai trd thanh mot chi phdi vi 16i tuyén b6 ciia
ong chi c6 phdi clia 6ng tuan y ma thoi. Dong thoi, tai Ty Ninh, ong
Pham Cong Tac da chil toa mot dai hoi tuyén bS canh cai nén hanh
chénh dao ra 1am bén co quan vao nam 1938. Liic bdy gid, t4t ca chiic
sdc 16n cta Hiép Thién Dai, ngoai trir ong Khai Phdp Tran duy Nghia,
deéu rdi bo 6ng dé thanh 14p mot ban ménh danh la ban T4i 1ap tai Thanh
That Tir Van (Gia Dinh). Vi thé, ciing tir nam nay, Tay Ninh trd thanh
mot phéi dudi quyeén lanh dao doc t6n ciia 6ng Tic, chit khoéng phai 1a
Hoi Thanh chung cta Dai Dao Tam Ky nita... Con nhém Cau Kho thi tir
1930, mot nhém tri thic tin d6 va chitc sic dudi quyén cia 6ng Vuong
Quan Ky, thién phong Gido Su, vi bAt dong chinh kién véi hai ong Le
Van Trung va Pham Cong T4c di khong hop tc véi Toa Thénh Tay
Ninh nita. Tir d6, Cau Kho dugc xem nhu phai Cau Kho, nhung cong
cudc phé thong chon Pao khong ra ngoai pham vi thanh pho Saigon, va
mdt it & Binh Dinh nén nhém nay dén nay ké nhu khong con c4i phong
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do budbi dau nita. Thanh That Nam Thanh, hiu thian cia Thanh That Cau
Kho hién nay biét l1ap khong chi phdi nhung khéng may ngudi ngoai
nhitng dao hitu cong qua tai doé.

Vé Hoi Thanh Truyén Gido tai Da Nang thi truy nguyén c6 thé tir
1938, sau khi khdnh thanh Thanh Thit Trung Thanh & Da Néng thi di
thanh lap Co Quan Truyén Gido Trung Viét. Sau dé, d€n nam 1945, véi
su hop tdc cla chiic sic Bén Tre di thanh hinh Co Quan Truyén Gido
Trung Bic Viét Nam va cho mai dén nim 1956, danh hiéu Hoi Thanh
Truyén Gido Cao Pai méi thanh hinh qui tu c4c tinh dao mién Trung tir
Thira Thién, Quang Nam, Quang Tin, Quang Ngéi, Binh Dinh, Phi Yeén,
Khénh Hoa t6 hop cdc nhém dao hitu thugc céc Hoi Thanh Téay Ninh,

Bén Tre, Tién Thién v.v...%.

B.197 Xin éng cho biét thém chi tiét vé cdc cdu trd 1oi B.90 va B.92?
Nguyén buéi dau tir nam 1931, cam dau mot tinh dao phai nam
thi c6 mot Chi Tinh Dao, phéi nit thi c6 mot Bau Tinh Dao. Gitip viéc
cta mbi \./i c6 mot Tir Hang. Sau nay hai phdi nam nit hiép lai chi c6 mot
Pau Tinh.Dao. Thudng céc vi ndy phai lo viéc diéu hanh cic Ban Cai
Quan tai cdc Thanh That. Céc Ban Cai Quan cdc Thénh Thét gom cé:
«  1HoiTrudng
« 1Ph6 Hoi Trudng
. 1 Tir Hang
. 1 Phé Tir Hang
. 1 Thi Bén
. 1 Phé Thi Bén
Ngoai ra, con c6 b6n hoi vién lo vé Nong, Cong, Luong, Phong
tr1, va tai méi Thanh That c6 mot LE Sanh cham lo viéc t€ 1€ va quan

t Xin xem cau B.144 - bd thd tu
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hon tang té€ trong dao hitu. Ban Cai Quan cdc Thanh That do dao hitu dia
phuong bau.

Vé cau B.92, chi can biét thém ring cdc hdi nhu Thuong Hoi, Hoi
Théanh, H6i Nhon Sanh déu c6 chic sic Hiép Thién Dai tham du véi tu
céch dai dién luat phdp dé cho cudc hop c6 du tinh chat phdp 1y clia né.

B.198 Con s’ uoc lugng cua tin do Cao Dai hién nay la bao nhiéu?
Xin 6ng cho biét vé s6 luong tin do ¢ moi phdi? Mot tin do khi
chuyén ti phdi nay sang gia nhdp phdi khéc cé phdi la diéu st
nhuc khong, vi du nhu tin do Tién Thién tro thanh tin do cia
Minh chon Pao?

Theo ché do héi cha ching t6i thi hién c6 thé ké :

. Tay Ninh : 1,500,000 tin do

° Bén Tre : 1,000,000 tin do

. Tién Thién : 500,000 tin do

° Minh chon Dao : 800,000 tin do (phong chimg)

° Hoéi Thanh Da Niang : 200,000 tin do

° Trung 1ap khong chi phdi: 10,000 tin db (Saigon)
Tong cong : 4,010,000 tin do

Day 1a téng s6 tin do & khip céc noi trong va ngoai nudc thude
céc chi phdi. Chiing t6i dang c6 tim bing thong ké chinh xé4c hon.

Ngudi tin do Cao Dai dugc toan quyén déi phi theo ¥ muén ciia
minh. Nhung nhitng ngudi tu trong it khi lam nhu vAy bdi vi trén cian ban
tu hoc thi khéng phdi nao hon phdi ndo, trong pham vi phiin Phé Do. L&
c6 nhién, khi mot tin db tir Phé Do qua V6 Vi thi cling phai chiu theo qui
luat nhu nhitng ngudi ngoai dao vay.

B.199 Nhiéu t6 chirc da duoc thanh hinh véi né luc thong nhdt cdc chi
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phdi trong dao Cao Dai, c6 to chiic nao thanh cong khong, vii

Iy do nao? Néu thdt bai, tai sao? Xin cho biét y kién cua ong vé

vdn dé thong nhdt dao Cao Dai? Nhiing khd ndng thanh tuu

cua viéc nay la gi?

Trong khi co Pao co ho tan ra phan chia ra nhiéu chi phai, vao
nam 1936, tai Sai gon, mot s6 tri thitc Cao Dai theo 1énh co biit da thanh
1ap mot nhém goi 1a Cao Dai Pai Dao Lién Poan, dat tru s& tai Thanh
Th4t Cau Kho. Nhung t6 chiic nay thét bai ngay tir buéi dau vi dai biéu
céc chi phdi bét dong chinh ki€n vé danh xung Cao Dai Dai Dao Lién
Poan cia nhém nay.

Tiép theo d6 1a Lién Hoa T 6ng Hoi hoat dong trong nhitng nim
1936-1940. Hoi nay qui tu dugc mot s6 khd dong céc tin hitu tri thifc
trong céc chi phdi. Thanh phan gom :

Téng Trudng : ong Nguyén Phan Long

Phé Téng Trudng : cdc 6ng Doan Van Ban, Tran Quang Nghiém

Téng Thu Ky : ong Tran Van Qué.

Theo su huéng dén clia co biit, Lién Hoa Téng Hoi chu truong
lién hiép céc chi phéi trong tinh huynh dé, n€u khong di dén co théng
nhat dugc céc Hoi Thanh. Hoi t6 chic 12 ky dai hoi 6 khap noi tai Nam
Viét (Ky Long Van dé bat 6 Trung Vi¢t) goi 1a nhimg Hoi Long Van, qui
tu ban dau kh4 dong dai bi€u cdc chi phi, dudng nhu dng Nguyén Ngoc
Tuong c6 du mot Ian, 6ng Pham Cong Té4c khong du bao gi®. Sau ky
Long Van dé thap nhi b€ giang thi co Dao bit dau bi Phép khing b6 va
nha Dao chim trong su bé tdc toan dién. Lic bdy gi vao nam 1940. Tur
6, Lién Hoa Téng Hoi ké nhu da roi phan sy khong con hoat dong nita.
(Ong Pham Cong Tic da liét Lién Hoa Téng Hoi thanh Lién Hoa Téng
Phéi trong 11 phdi dao, e rang khong ding vi hoi niy hoat dong theo
lenh co biit trong mot thdi gian roi khong con nita)
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Sau d6, cic t6 chitc khac thanh hinh nhu :

Co Quan Cao Dai Hiép Nhift thanh 1ap nam 1945 dudi su chi dao
cua 6ng Cao Triéu Phat (Minh Chon Dao), vé sau c6 ong Lé Kim Ty
(Tién Thién) hop tdc nhung khong thanh cong gi hon Lién Hoa Téng
Hoi vi c4c chi phdi khic van dimg ngoai. Khong ké nhém Cao Dai Duy
Nhiit do 6ng Cao Triéu Phét dai dién trong chién khu Viét Minh Nam
bo.

Co Quan Cao Dai Qui Nhiit thanh 1ap sau dé, nim 1952, véi cic
ong Nguyén Biru Tai, Phan Khéc Stru, Tran Van Qué & Minh Tan, nhung
ciing khong dem lai két qua gi.

Sau ciing 1a Co Quan Cao Dai Thong Nhiit do linh co biit thanh
hinh nam 1953, gom céc 6ng Nguyén Phan Long, Phan Khic Stru, Tran
Van Qué. Nhung cong viéc hoat dong ching khdc gi mot ngon dén
trong dém mua b&o ... Nha dao vin im im méi noi véi nhimg riéng & dj
biét, ma nhitng ngudi chi truong théng nhit lai bat nhit nén khoéng di
dén dau.

D06 1a tdt ca nhiing nd luc qui nhitt nén Pao tr trude nay. Theo
thién ki€n cla ching 16i thi su phan chia chi phdi trong dao Cao Pai
khong phai chi do nhon ¥ ma c6 thi ciing khong thé do nhon y ma c6 thé
qui hiép lai dugc. Ciéc t8 chic truée day, xem ra chua ding thdi ky va
cong viéc 0 chifc ciing khong phai hoan toan theo Thién y. Bai th€ cho
nén, moi t6 chitc déu dd v da khong qui hiép dugc céc chi phdi ma con
tao thém mot phdi khéc nita du chi trén danh tir. Cho nén méi cé nhitng
Hoi Thénh khéc nhau thanh hinh mic dua khong c6 tin do, nhung ho vin
ménh danh la mét Hoi Thanh ctia dao Cao Dai vi cho rang ciing c6 co
biit, cling c6 chic sic - Oi ! Con gi bi tham cho bang nén Dao hién nay
trong su ran nit ba bé bon bén khién ngudi ngoai cude khong thé phan
biét dau la chanh, dau 12 13, dau 1a chon, dau 1a gia ... !

158



Tuy nhién, Thugng D€ da 1ap ra méi Dao thi Ngai ciing khong thé
dé€ cho m&i Pao suy tan non yéu nhu vay. Chiing t6i tin ring tiém tang
trong cac chi phéi s€ c6 nhitng ngudi nhan chan dugc chén 1y cia nén
Pao ma vuot ra ngoai nhitng thanh kién chia ré dé tim lai nhau trong
niém tin chung ctia ditc Cha, Thay, Thuong D€. D6 chinh 1a hic ditc Cao
Pai muén chdm diit thoi ky chia 1€ trong Dao va chinh la lic nhon tam
s& di d6i v6i Thién y dé 1am cong viéc théng nhiit nha Dao vay.

Mot digu khién chiing t6i tin tudng nhu thé vi trong t6 chitc Hoi
Vin Héa Cao Dai chiing t6i gom di hai phan V6 Vi va Ph6 D6 cic ban
thanh nién tin hitu cdc chi phdi da cong su v6i nhau trong mot tinh hoa
muc ma khong ai tudng c6 thé thyc hién dugc trude d6. V6i cdi da nay,
khi c4c Hoi Thanh chiu ngdi chung lai mot ban d€ cong tic phung su
chon 1y Dai Dao nhu s6 ngudi tré da thi nghiém thanh cong thi ldc by
gidy tiéng n6i Cao Dai méi c6 gid tri trong tinh than t6ng hop cdc ton gido
hoc thuyét kim c6 Pong Tay. Con néu c4c chi phéi chi bo bo véi nhimg
thanh kién tu ky ciia minh thi chdc chén su suy tan sé tir ho dem dén cho
ho, c6 thé lam mat luén ci mot dai cudc ma dic Cao Dai da va dang
muén thuc hanh mot cudc thi nghiém téng hop tr ndi bo dé dp dung cho
thé gi6i loai ngudi, va nhur thé, tifc 12 chi phdi &y di khong theo ding
chon truyén ctu thé cia ditc Cao Dai vay.

Nhung dao Cao Pai da khai sinh tai nuéc Viét Nam va da dugc
nha nghién cifu ngoai quéc tim hi€u dé tham khao mot ton gido A Dong
nhu Gido sur Jeremy qua loat 200 cau héi nay, nhu ky gia Ted Dutton
qua 31 cu héi truéc day va qua loat.cau hoi cia nha nhén ching hoc
Victor L. Oliver sau nay. Ching t6i tin rang nén Dao s€ khong bao git lu
md cho dii trong giai doan hién nay céc chi phéi c khu khu bao thi cho
riéng minh vay.

V3 trén tinh than khong chi phdi, can ci vao nhimng tinh chét cia

dao Cao Dai ma véi tu cdch mot nha nghién cttu tim hi€u mot cich vo tu
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dé cong hién qui vi tri thitc ngoai qudc tir bay 1au nay, ching t6i hy vong
va tin tudng qui vi s& khong thit vong trong thdi gian tim hiu vé nén ton
gido mdi tai Viét Nam dé 1am tai liéu déng gép vao cong trinh dao gido
ctia nhén loai theo tiéu chudn cia qui Vién Pai Hoc didéra.

B.200 Trong mét ky dan ¢ Ciau Kho ( Nam Thanh Thdanh Thdt) nguoi
chii dan da diung nudc Thanh tdy ué’bon géc nha véi nuéce thanh
bang mot nhanh hoa. Cé phdi ¢ cdc buéi dan khdc ciing nhu
vdy khong? Khong thay cé dung phu, tai sao? Nguwoi dong tir
thu co di dong theo vong tron. C6 phdi viéc nay luén luon xdy
ra nhu vay khong? Tai sao? Néu co hai dong ti thi lam sao ci
dong nhu vay? Chiéu huong cia di dong nhu thé nao? Cé theo
chiéu kim dong ho khong? C6 phdi nhiéu nguoi di cé mdt trong
ky dan nay khong? Cé phdi liic nao ciing nhi vdy khong? Thanh
phadn 6 méi ky dan la gi? Tai sao tai Céu Kho (Nam Thanh ) chi
¢6 mot dong tu? C6 phdi dé la nguyén tdc riéng ¢ ddy hay theo
truyén thong Cao Pai? Tai sao nhiing phdi khdc chi dung mét
dong tit ? Tai sao ditc Ngo ding nhitng dong ti thuoc gigi
thanh nién? Hi¢n gio cdc phdi c¢6 con ding dong tir theo cdch
nhu vdy khong? Nhitng nguoi tham du budi ciu dan phdi lam
gi dé don minh trong sach trudce khi ciu dan? Viéc ngoc co cé
nhiéu kiéu (hinh ddng) cé y nghia gi khong, tir ddu cé nhimg
hinh ddng khdc biét d6? Cé phdi cdc chi phdi diing mot loai
ngoc co ddc biét nao dé khong? Luing dién (Thién dién) nhdp
vao nguoi dong tik la gi? C6 phdi d6 chinh la phén link hon ciia
vi Thén gidng co (vi du Ly Thai Bach)? Va khi gidng co vi Thin
Linh do6 ¢ ddu?

Day 1a cau héi dai nh4t c6 tinh cich thoi su ma ciing 1a cau hdi thi

200, cau héi chét trong bon loat cau héi ctia Gido sur. Riéng t6i thi it c6
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dip du budi dan co tai Nam Thanh Thénh Thét dé quan s4t tir dau, nhung
v6i tr cdch mot dong tir da thi hanh phan sy pho loan tai Hoi Thanh
Truyén Gido Cao Dai nhitng nam 1947-1948, t6i xin mao mudi luogc gii
nhu sau:

Thudng thudng trudc khi cau dan, ngudi phdp su (chi dan) phai
1am phép tdy ué tic 12 ray nuéc thdnh & bon phia bang mét nhanh hoa
(thudng 12 cdi hoa nho nhat dd ciing trén ban thd) dong thoi ciing 1a phép
tran dan trir khir sy x4m nhdp cia ta ma bang cdch hoa phit Tam Thién.
T4t ca cdc chi phéi dao Cao Dai déu 4p dung phuong phép nay. Sau d6,
phap su con 1am phép tri ta noi hai tay ngudi dong tir va noi ban co viét
ra ciing bing c4ch 4y. Khi doc bai cau mét lic sau thi ngudi dong tir
quay vong ngoc co truéc mat theo chiéu kim dong ho, d6i v6i ngudi
dong duong (bén mat tir ngoai nhin vao) va quay ngugc chiéu kim dong
ho d6i véi dong am ngdi d6i dién dong duong. D6 1a bao hiéu c6 Than
Linh nhap dan. Thudng nhiing budi din co muén cho tron Thién dién
thi phai gi6i han s6 ngudi hau. Trudng hop nhimg nguoi hau qué dong
chi c6 & nhiing budi dan Ph6é Do. V& thanh phan nhan vién cia céc ky
dan thi chi c¢6 5 ngudi nhu da néi & cau hoi B.34. Néu c6 qué s6 han dinh
dé6 12 do séng kién riéng cua noi lién he. S6 dong tir theo nghi thic tix
xua trong dao Cao Dai, dit Vo Vi hay Phé D¢ ciing d&u 1a hai ngudi (mot
cdp am duong). Codn chi ding mét dong tir ciing chi do sdng kién cia noi
lién hé ma théi.

Pitc Ngb chi diing mot ngudi dong tir duy nhit tir nho dén 16n
tui. Khi Ngai méi ngé dao cho mai vé sau, ngudi dong t& theo chan
Ngai duy nhét 12 dong ti Ngung tir Phd Qudc vé Sai gon. Tird6 vé sau,
bén phin Vo Vi, dong tif 12 nhig ngudi da tu V6 Vi kh4 1au va di duoc
chi dinh 1am dong ti do dic Cao Dai qua co bit. Thudng cling hai
ngudi m duong. Con bén phan Phé D6 thi hoa hoing vi khong cé dong
tit thi€u nién méi ding ngudi I6n. Chi c6 T4y Ninh thi bo phan dong tit
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thudng do cidc ong tir trudc con lai ngdi dong (nhitng 6ng trong nhém

pho loan hay trong Thép nhi Thoi quan Hiép Thién Pai). Bén Vo Vi,

ngudi ngoai (tirc 1a khong phai ngudi da tu V6 Vi) mudn hau dan phai

thuc hién céc giai doan sau day:

° an chay truong trén 100 ngay

° thd dic Cao Dai theo su chi din cla nhiing dé tr Vo Vi

. xin keo hau dan, néu dugc V6 Hinh chap nhan ngudi d6 méi duge
héau dan.

Con bén Phé Do thi tuong doi dé dang hon, nhung bugc nhitng
ngudi hau phai tinh khiét tir than tAm dén thé x4c. Ngoai ra, con do linh
clia Than Linh c6 cho du nhiing ai, nhiéu hay it, khong nhtt thiét lic nao
ciing theo sy sdp dat clia ngudi pham. Yéu 6 t6i thuong 13 do Than Linh.
Diéu kién hau dan bén Phé D¢ thi tity noi, khong nhit thiét nhu nhau.

Ngoc co tir truéc nay c6 mot hinh ddng. D6 la mot cii gioé dan
bang tre kin mot dau, dudng kinh d6 2 téc, cao do 3 tic bao boc bing
mot mi€ng véi vang tp xudng trén mot khic cay dai do 7 tic. Gid cot
chat vao mét dau ctia khic cy, dau kia cham hinh chim phung cé chia
ra mot doan ngén khoang mot tédc ding 1am co dé viét. Néu cé su khdc
biét vé kich thuéc giita hai ngoc co ciia bén Phé Do va bén V6 Vi thi d6
12 do nguon géc mbi noi ma ra. Ngoc co bén Vo Vi con miu dé lai tir
dc Ngo Minh Chiéu mang tir Phii Quéc vé. Con ngoc co goc cia phan
Ph6 D6 hién dang con & Toa Thanh Tay Ninh Ia goc & chi Minh Thién
(Tht Dau Mét) do ong Phén Ty!. Giifa cic chi phéi Pho Do khong c6
loai ngoc cokhéc nhau. Néu c6 12 do ky thuat ché tao cia méi noi mara
thoi.

Khong bi€t luong dién nhap vao dong tir 1a gi, nhung véi kinh
nghiém cd nhan, t6i chi biét d6 1a mot c4i gi nhu ludng gié mat lanh tir
trén cao nhap vao thé x4c 16i tir dau dén tay. Thé roi sau dé, co viétra

T Xin xem Lich S§ Bgo Cao Pai - Phan Phd D3 cla Bdng Tan, xudt ban ndm 1972
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danh xung ctia Than Linh gidng co. Nhu vay, cé thé néi d6é chinh 1a
phan Chon Linh cta vi gidng co d6 tic Than Linh, phan 1a chinh céc vi
4y da nhap phan Chon Linh vao ngudi dong tir vay. Cho nén, khi co
dang viét ra, chinh la lic c6 su hién dién ciia Than Linh noi nguti dong
t vay.

Saigon, ngay 27 thang 11 nam 1970 .
DONG TAN
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Saigon, ngay 27, thang 11 nam 1970,
Kinh géi Ong Chi Nhiem

NHAT BAO TIENG VIET.

Thua Ong,

Loat bai veé nhiing cau giai d4p ctia Gido s Dong Tan cho nhimg thic
mic cta t6i vé dao Cao Dai dén nay di chdm dit, va Gido su Dong Tan da yéu
cau t6i viét mot vai nhan dinh dé 1am két luan. Dau tién, t6i xin dugc phép néi
réng 16i hy vong nhitng doc gia clia qui bdo da theo dsi loat bai nay v6i mot sy
hi€u ky nhur t6i da c6. T6i mong duge nghe nhiing y kién cia ho va duoc doc
nhiing biic thy ma Ong da nhan dugc qua loat bai ké tren.

- Tru6c khi t6i dén Viét Nam, t6i da xem cu6n LICH SUDAO CAO DAI
(Phan V6 Vi) ciia Ong Pbng Tan va nhimng téc pham khéc bing tiéng Phdp. Do
d6, loat bai k€ trén da 1am cho t6i r4t thich thi bsi vi da mé rong ki€n thiic ciia
t0i vé dao Cao Dai. Khi t6i nhan ra ring nhimg cau giai ddp ma t6i da nhan
dugc ciia Ong Dong Tan v6n phét xut tir [dng thanh tin cia rieng Ong vé dao

Cao Dai, t6i hi€u ring nhimg cau giai dép dy sé gitip t6i rat nhiéu trong nhitng
cong cudc khao cifu vé sau.

Nhiéu cau giai ddp da phan anh tinh dung hop cuing nhiing diém dj biét
ctia dao Cao Dai, va cling bi€u 10 mot sur kién rang chua c6 nhiing su bién tap
phép dién (codification) 1p dinh ve nhitng gido diéu va ton chi ciia dao Cao
Dai nhu trong céc t6n gido khac. Tuy nhién, mot ton gido s6ng dong nhu dao
Cao Dai khong thé nao dugce nghién citu don doc ma khong xét dén nhiing hoan

canh phat sinh ra m6i Dao, va cling khong thé tach rdi ra khoi truyen ky lich sit
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clia nudc Viét Nam. Vi 1€ d6 cho dén nay nhieu cau hoi vin chua dugc dat
ra va van chua thé tra 10i.

Phai cong bang khi nhan dinh rang dao Cao Dai chua dugc ngudi
trong nudc va ngoai quéc thau triét, nhumg nén ton gido nay gan day dang
duogc su chi ¥ ciia cic hoc gia ngoai quéc hién dang c6 gang tim toi nhan
dinh nhimg thanh phin c4u tao nén tang ciia né. Sy quan tdm nay duogc
khuyén khich bdi mot tinh than v6n chuéng sy hoc héi ciing nhu béi sy hoi
sinh dang 16n manh cta dic tin va 1ong tin ngudng hién dang duoc nay nd
o Tay phuong.

Nhan dip nay t6i muén to long cdm on Gido su Dong Tan da giai ddp
nhiing théc méc cha toi va ciing dé cam ta sy gitip dg vo gia cia Gido su qua
viéc ong da gi6i thiéu t6i dén cac Hoi Thénh, céc chi phdi, da gidp dd t6i bang
moi cdch, va trén hét, 1a vé thdi do vo tu khong kY thi chi phadi hay ton gido ciia
ong.

Toi ciing Xin cam on qui vi dao hitu danh nhimg su khoan dii néng hau
chan rii cho t6i ciing nhu cho phu nhan t6i va sy gitip d& vo luong cua qui vi
d6i véi nd luc tim hiéu dao Cao Dai cia toi.

Xin nhan noi day 1ong chan thanh ton kinh cia toi.

JEREMY DAVIDSON,
Vién Pai Hoc Luan Dén.
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Saigon 27/11/1970
To : The Editor

TIENG VIET
Dear Sir,

The series of Professor Déng Tan's answers to my questions concerning
Caodaism has now finished, and Professor Dong Tan has asked me to write a
brief note in conclusion. First, let me say that I hope your readers have followed
the series with the same curiosity that I have : [ would be interested to hear

their opinions and to read correspondence which You have received concerning
the series.

Before I came to Vietnam, I had read Déng Tan's "Lich Si Pao Cao
Dai: Phdn V6 Vi " and some works in French. Therefore, the series was of
great interest to me because it extended my knowledge of Caodaism. While I
realise that the answers I received from Déng Tan are an expression of his

own beliefs concerning Caodaism, they will be a great help to me in my future
researches.

Many of the answers illustrate the syncretic nature of Caodaism as well
as its diversity, and also reveal the Jact that there is as yet no established
codification of the tenets and doctrines of the religion such as exist in other
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faiths. However, a living religion such as Caodaism cannot be studied in
its isolation from the environment which produced it, nor separated from
the historical continuum of Vietnam. So, many' questions still remained
unasked and unanswered.

It is fair to state that Caodaism is not fully understood either within
Vietnam or outside, but the religion has recently excited the attentions of foreign
scholars who are seeking to determine the constituent elements of the religion.
This interest is supported by a genuine spirit of enquiry as much as by the
increasing reappraisal of belief and faith which is currently taking place in the
West.

I should like to take this opportunity of thanking Professor Déng Tdn
for answering my questions, and also for his invaluable help in introducing me
to various groups of the religion, for assisting me in innumerable ways, and

above all, for his non-sectarian attitude.

I should like also to thank all those Caodaists I have met for their generous
hospitality extended to myself and my wife, and for their unstinting help in my
attempts to understand the Dai Dao Cao Dai.

Yours faithfully,
JEREMY DAVIDSON

University of London
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PHAN C

PHONG VAN CUA THONG TiN VIEN
THONG TAN XA ITAR-TASS (NGA)
SERGUEI A. BLAGOV
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Kinh gdi 6ng Serguei A. Blagov,
Phan xa truong, Phé Tién si
Thong Tan Xa Itar-tass (Nga)

T6i da nhéan dugc 76 cau hdi lien quan dén moi khia canh lich st, gido
ly. chi phai, si théng nhat va t6 chifc clia 6ng néu ra va cé nhi y trao cho t6i dé
giai dép.

Neéu 16i khong am thi chdc chdn 6ng da biét to6i qua gido su tién si
Jeremy Davidson ¢ dai hoc Luan DPén hay muc su tién si Victor L. Oliver &
New York qua sy giai ddp 231 c4u héi vé dao Cao Dai clia cic vi nay tir nam
1970. Sy viéc bugc t6i phai tra 18i nhitng thic mic nay cia 6ng vé Cao Dai
gido.

Vi tu cdch cd nhan, t6i mao muéi trinh bay tat ca nhilg su that ma t6i
bi€t dugc theo sy tim hi€u nén chanh phap tir ditc Cao Dai da day db qua nhiing
thang tram cua dét nudc Viét Nam tir nam 1921 dén nay. To6i khong dai dong &
day vé nhiing sy viéc ma t6i da biét qua truyéen k¥ lich sir nha Dao. T6i khong
theo mot chi phdi nao, ciing khong theo m@t cd nhan nao, du cd nhan dé 12 ai dé
lam nguon c6i dao phap Cao Dai tir bu6i ban so nha Dao. Xin 6ng thong cam
cho hoan canh dac biét clia ngudi tin hitu Cao Dai nhu t6i.

Sal gon ngay 25 - 8 - 1994

Pong Tan
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C.1 Lam thé nao dé phdn biét dugc nhiing ngdy quan trong nhdt
trong su tién trién cia dao Cao Dai tix 1919 dén 1940?

Céc ngdy quan trong nh4t trong su tién trién ciia dao Cao Dai tir
nam 1919 dén nam 1940 c6 thé ké :

. Theo truyén théng 18 hoi A dong ma Viét Nam da c6 tir trudc :

1/1 am lich : 1 Nguyén Dén

9/1 am lich : ngay Via Troi

15/1 am lich : ngay Thuong nguon
15/ 7 am lich : ngay Trung nguon
15/10 am lich : ngay Ha nguon

Ba ngay sau nay tng v6i ba nguon khai 14p vi tru nhan quan.

. Theo di tich luu truyén trong dao con ghi lai :
7/1 am lich Mau Dan  : ngdy sinh diic Ng6 (28-02-1878)

5/3 am lich : ngay dic Ngo thanh dao tai thé
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13/3 am lich : ngay ddc Ngo tich

15/8 am lich : ngay hoi Pho6 Yén Diéu Tri

23/8 am lich : ngay lap tich Dao

7/10 duong lich : ngdy goi Ban Tuyén Ngon Khai Dao
15/10 am lich : 1 Khai Dao (rim Ha Nguon)

Nhimg ngay nay ddnh ddu céc su kién lich st timg giai doan
chuyén bién cia co Dao néi chung can ctt theo lich st nén Dao'.

C.2  NguoiCao Dai cé lién hé gi véi nhom Nguyén An Ninh khong?

Nguyén An Ninh nha tri thic dé t& quoc 1€ tai mién Nam Viét
Nam, d6i v6i nhitng nha trf thic Cao Dai khong c6 quan hé gi trén
phuong dién cd nhan. Nhung dudi thé ché€ bao ho thdi Phdp thuéc thi
khong thé khing dinh ring giita cdc nha trf thic 4y khong c6 lién hé ve
tr tuong véi nhau trong muc dich dwong dau véi thuc dan Phép. Mot
bang ching cu thé dugc nhic t6i 1a cu Tran Van Qué, mot gido su dai
hoc nguti Cao Dai 1942-1944 da chiu chung cénh ti day véicu Nguyén
An Ninh tai Con Dao. Cdi chét cia Nguyén An Ninh di duoc cu Qué
chimg ki¢n trong canh lao th ma sau nay cu cé, dip th6 10 véi dao hitu va
10 long kinh phuc nha tri thic hi€ém c6 ay.

C.3  C6 phdi Pén Thdanh Téy Ninh duoc xdy cdt ngay trén ché 2
nguoi Phdp da bi giét chét trong bién c6 nam 1866 hay khong?
Hai nguoi Phdp néu trén la dai ity Belar Clauze va trung iy
Lesage bi giét khi 2000 nguoi Cam Bét tén cong vao Tdy ninh
vao 6 - 1866.

Khi tim hiéu sir liéu vé sir hinh thanh ciia dén thénh Tay Ninh, toi

T Xin xem bé Lich SO Bao Cao i - phiin Phd DG va phain V6 Vi cla Péng Tan
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chi biét noi day von 1a khu ritng hoang chua dugc khai phé. Ve sau ngudi
Cao Dai dén day thi chi phét hién d&u vét thudng dan cu ngu (chudng
b0, a0 ...), khéng heé dugc nhic dén chién su vi su viéc di xay ra true dé
qua lau (1866 - 1927) céc déau tich khé ma biét rd dugc.

C.4 Cé sutiép xuc gi giita cdc nha khai dao Cao Dai v6i nhém Buiu
Son Ky Huong khong?
Hoan toan khong. C6 thé nhém dao nay nay sinh sau nam 1926 1a
nam khai sinh Cao Dai gido.

C.5 Trudc nam 1945 cé lién hé gi giita dao Cao Dai véi nhém Phdt
Gido Hoa Hdo?
Cao Dai gido 1a mot tén gido véi can nguyén tu phat tir nam 1920,
khong c6 lién hé gi véi Phat Gido Hoa Hao ca.

C.6 Taisao ong Pham Coéng Tdc nhdn chitc Tong Tu Lénh Té6i Cao
Thuong Ton Qudn Thé?

Day 12 viéc 1am riéng biét hoan toan do phdi Tay Ninh, lyc lugng
quén sy ciing do nhém nay khdi xuéng v6i muc dich bao vé Toa Thianh
Tay Ninh tru6c muu m6 xam chi€ém ctia quan doi Phép. Viéc nay cdc
chi phdi khic khong tham du, khong phai 12 su kién lich sir nam trong
dién tién ctia dao. Chic vi ny nghe ra rét thich hop v6i dao luat doc tai
Mau Dan 1938 ctia 6ng Téc tai Tay Ninh'.

C.7 Taisao Cao Dai Tdy Ninh lai lién lac vdi Phdp tix nam 1947?

Phai n6i viéc 1am nay 12 do 6ng Tran Quang Vinh. Ong ndy ban
dau c6 cg s& quan doi tir thoi Nhat thude (truéc 1945) v6i muc dich dudi
thyc dan, nhung dén khi quan Nhat dau hang va quan Ddng Minh t4i

t Xin xem Dai Bgo SU Cudng cla Van Pang, Toa Thanh Tay Ninh xudt ban
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chiém mién Nam, qun luc Cao Dai da bi dat trong tinh trang d6i nghich.
Ngay sau d6, 6ng Vinh bj Phdp bat va tra tdn da man. Cudi cung qua su
chiéu hang cta trim mat vu Phép Bazin, 6ng Vinh di lién két vé6i Phép
- ma c6 ngudi cho 1a do bai dan co cia 6ng Quyén Gido Tong Lé Van
Trung - véi diéu kién 1a Phdp phéi cho 6ng Pham Cong Tic v6i nim
chitc sac Cao Pai dang bi day & Madagascar tr vé Viét Nam va md lai
cé4c thdnh that bi déng cira.

C.8 Taisao Trinh Minh Thé b6 qudn doi Cao Pdi va ldp chién khu
o niti Ba Pen ndm 1951?

Trinh Minh Thé 1a tuéng chi huy quéan d6i lién minh Cao Dai xuat
than dong thoi véi cdc tuéng lanh quan doi nhue Nguyén Van Thanh,
Nguyén Thanh Phuong, Lé Van T4t, nhung lai c6 chi truong qudc gia
tich cuc, chong (4t ca nhimg luc lugng thix dich lic bdy gid. Do dé, trong
mot muu mo lién ket bat thanh véi thanh phan Viét Minh trong muu do
khéng chién chong Phap, Trinh Minh Thé mot minh 1ap chién khu Ba
Ben tir 1951. Ngudi duong thdi cho ring Trinh Minh Thé da ding tha
doan nu6i quan qua céc co s bén ngoai (c6 lien két véi Phép) dé 1am thé
dimg cho phan minh trong céc van de quén nhu, quan cu tir quan doi
Phap ma ngudi ngoai cudc khong he bist duoc.

C.9 Taisao chon Téy Ninh lam Thdnh Dia?

Sy viéc nay khong he duoc Vo Hinh néi dén cho t6i sau ky dai 1&
Khai Dao rém thang 10 Binh Dian, khi vi hoa thuong, chi ngdi chia Tir
Lam Ty dugc muon 1am 18 nay 4 ¥ doi lai thi ¢6 linh V6 Hinh bdo may
nha khai dao ldc bdy gid di chon mi€ng d4t cdch d6 khong xa (tai lang
Long Thanh) d€ 1am Th4nh dia. Viec nay c6 thé 1a su chuyén van tir Go
Kén (Tir Lam Tu) v6i sy thuan tién va khuéch truong rong rai can cho co
dao sau nay. Khong c6 1oi day nao ngu ¥ viéc ndy ca.
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C.10 Ngay 14 -6 - 1933 ong Trang triéu tip Thuong Hoi. érzg t6'cdo

ong Trung lam quyén, lam diéu gian doi, sit dung ngdn quy mot
cdch sai trdi, khong trd ng, lam dung ghé Pdu Su dé ky chimg
thuc mét van thu. Két qud dua dén viéc ong Trung bi chinh thirc
két dn la khong ximg ddng vdi phdm vi Gido Tong. Hoi Van
Linh thdang 11 - 1933 ong Trung bi dua ra két én. Cé6 ding nhu
vay khong?

Moi viéc mét khi da dem ra trung bay ¢ mot dai hoi déu c6 ca.
Nhiitng diéu 6ng Trang di vach t0i ong Trung déu c6 bang chitng xic
minh. Ong Trung khong cé cédch gi bao chita dé cht’rng to6 6ng khong
pham lu4t qua nhitg diéu da néu ra. Trong lich sir nén Pao, su viéc nay
duoc ghi trong c4c van kién con tin mac ¢ Hoi Thanh Bén Tre ma Dong
Tan suu tam dugc di ching minh diéu nay. Nhung t4t ca khong con &
Tay Ninh vi cdc 6ng Tuong, Trang da khong giif dugc nhing vian kién
ndy khi hai 6ng phai roi khoi Tda Thanh Tay Ninh tir 1934. Mot s6 tin
hitu Cao Dai khong mudn dem su viéc nay ra cho ngudi ngoai dao biét.
Tuy nhién, téc gia t6n trong su that di xdy ra, khi Thugng D€ da tao ra
mot luat dao thi Ngai cling mudn thit 1ong chu mon dé c6 thi hanh khong?
Phai ching thoi gian 1933 - 1934 1a thoi ky khao thi hang chic sic thién
phong ciia dao Cao Dai dé 1am méu myc cho cic thé hé mai sau?

C.11 Cé phdi cdc dong tir Cao Quynh Cuva Pham Cong Tdc da lam
dung dan co dé truc xudt 6ng Chiéu qua bai dan nam 1926?
Trong budi dan ngay 3 - 5 - 1926, 6ng Tdc va 6ng Cu da nhdn
co bit véi noi dung: "Chu mon dé tir ngay nay khong nhin
nhdn Ngé la tin db Cao Ddi nita". Ngdy 11-5-1926 mot co but
véi noi dung tuong ty cho ong Vo Vdn Sang khi ong nay roi
nhém pho loan dé theo ong Chiéu. Tai sao ngay 02 - 08 -1926,
éng Chiéu va ong Sang bi to cdo dd tao ra ta dao va bi co bitra
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Dong Tan
linh truc xudadt?

Pay 1a mot ta k€ ciia cac ngudi chi truong, ditc Ng6 Minh Chiéu
von 1a mot dao su tram mac, biét sit mang ctia minh 13 nhu thé nao. Do
d6 khi c6 1énh co but tir cdc 6ng Cu, Tdc mang sang dé phong phdm vi
Gido Tong cho Ngai thi Ngai khong nhan, mac du ba Cu c6 may phim
phuc nay cho Ngai thi Ngai ciing di tra tién cho ba Cu. Su viéc khong
tuan Iénh nay da khién cho 6ng Téc nbi gidn va trong tap Thénh Ngon
bit tu, ba Cu c6 ghi ring ong T4c da néi: "Chua chi di c6 dualité du
pouvoir” (su phan déi quyén hanh) va ti€p theo 12 mot budi dan do hai
ong Cu Téc ra Iénh truc xudt ditc Ngo v6i 15i 1€ khong phéi ciia ditc Cao
Dai ma day nhan y. Dong Tan biét chuyén nay qua biit tich trong tap
“Agenda” ghi Thanh Ngon ctia hai 6ng Cu T4c con lwu giir tai Tay Ninh
nam 1959. Nhimg budi dan sau d6 néi vé viéc truc xudt 6ng Sang thi
khong r6 thé nao, nhung c6 thé day 1a sy phan anh giai doan téch rdi hai
phan Vo6 Vi va Phé D¢. Day Ia két qua cia Thién ¥ hay nhon tim, thi
kh6 ma tudng tan dwoc. That ra thi 6ng Sang di nghiéng vé phia ditc
Ngo trén binh dién tu hoc nhung 6ng khong tu theo phdp mén Vo6 Vinhu
dic Ngo da tu.

C.12 C6 phdi khodng ddt tai lang Long Thanh do ong Nguyén Ngoc
Tho va vg 6ng la ba Lam Thi Thanh b6 tién ra mua khong?

That sy nhu vay. B6i hai vg chong Ong Tho va ba Thanh rit mo
dao, da hang san lai hing tAm nitat,

C.13 C6 phdi todn bo van thu luu triz tai Tdy Ninh da bi qudn doi
Phdp thiéu huiy nim 19462

C6 thé nhu thé. Nhung céc tai liéu van thu can ban trude nam

T Xin xem lich S Bgo Cao Dai - phain Phd B cla Podng Tan
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1934 da duoc hai 6ng dau su Tuong Trang mang vé Bén Tre nén cic tai
liéu ¢ Tay Ninh chic khéng con gi néu khéng phai lam bang chitng cho
ngudi lanh dao phdi Tay Ninh d€ hang hau tén v& sau khong biét gi
ngoai nhitng luan cit ho néi ra.

C.14 Tai sao Trin Quang Vinh lai ky két m¢t hiép uéc véi nguoi
Nhdt Bdn? Ban st dao c6 ban luu vé viéc nay khong? C6 phdi
dd c6 hon 10000 thanh nién Cao Dai lam viéc cho nguoi Nhdt
Bdn va sau gio lam viéc ho duoc hudn luyén qudn su va cong
tdc tinh bdo co thdt hay khong?
Viéc ndy xin hdi ngudi T4y Ninh. Day 1a su viéc ciia thanh nién
Tay Ninh duong thdi trong tinh than chéng thuc dan Phép. T4c gia khong

o chi tiét.

C.15 C6 phdi dicc Ngé Minh Chiéu cho rang chi nén chinh thirc khai
dao tix nam 1933 hay khong?

That vay, trong mot dan co tirnam 1926, ditc Cao Dai mu6n phé
thdc m6i dao cho Ngai thi Ngai dd bach: "Pén ndm 1933 thi m6i Dao
md&i 1ap thanh". Co g6 : "Phai". Su viéc thé thoi, nhung theo thién kién
cta bong T4n thi nam 1932 ditc Ng6 liéu Dao va nam 1933 thi Ngai méi
tré thanh Ngoi Hai tic vi linh linh dic Thugng D€ gidng tran nhu céc
gi4o chi trugc. Boi Cao Dai gido khong chdp nhan ngoéi Gido Chu véi
than tran x4c tuc nhu céc ton gido tru6c, nhu Thanh Ngén da day nam
1926.

C.16 Taisao ngay 14 - 01 - 1938, ong Tdc lai ra mét dao van tu xung
la Chuong Qudn Nhi Hitu Hinh Pai Hiép Thién va Cuu Tring
- mét diéu ro rang trdi voi Chdnh phdp ludt dao la phdi c6 phdn
quyén?
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Trong chinh thé Cao Dai c6 3 ngoi : Bt Quai Dai, Hiép Thién
Pai, Clru Trung Dai thé hién trong ngéi Dén Thanh ctia Cao Dai gido.
D6 1a sy thé hién dan chu trong Cao Dai gido : B4t Qudi Dai - 14p phép,
Hiép Thién Dai - tu phap, Ciru Trung Dai - hanh phdp, 3 dai phan lap.
Nhung dén nam 1938 (dao luat Mau Dan) thi 6ng Pham Céng Tic liic
bdy gid da loai hét cdc chic sic 16n ra khdi Tay Ninh, con lai mot minh
Ong gilt ngo6i vi tai d6 nén da bo Bat Quéi Pai, ma goi Hiép Thién Pai la
lap phdp, Ciru Trung Dai 1a hanh phdp. T d6 6ng da xung ra chifc
Chuéng quén va sita nén hanh chanh dao lai cho phii hop véi ngoi vi doc
tai cua ong la 3 phdi, 4 co quan 1a: Phé T, Phudc Thién, Hanh Chénh,
Minh Tra déat dudi quyén mét minh 6ng chép chudng. P6 1a mot vi
pham trang tron dén luat dao ma diic Cao Dai di day ban dau. Ngudi tin
do Cao Dai phai biét diéu nay, néu khong thi s& bi phat theo luat Thién
Diéu bdi ditc Cao Dai khong hé c6 hai 10i. Néu tuan theo nhiing gi da dat
ra cia ong Tac thi nhiing ngudi nghe theo phai tw nhan minh 12 do dé
Pham Cong Téc chit khong phai 1a tin dd Cao Dai.

C.17 Viéc mot so'tin dé Cao dai dé tiép nhdn bai dan co vio cudi thdp
nién 30 cho biét rang Hitler va Mussolini la hai do dé cua dirc
Cao Dai c6 thdt hay khong?

Diéu nay khong phai khong c6, nhung day la lap luan do phan
nhon dién clia dong t& phéi Tién Thién dé bidu 16 tinh than chéng thuc
dan Phdp cta ngudi tin do ldc bdy gio trong thoi ky Phép thudc, chit
khong c6 nghia t6n siing hai ngudi quan phiét d6.

C.18 C6 phdi éng Lé Van Trung trudc khi nhdap mon Cao Pai dé la
nguoi hiit sdach co bac va trang hoa khong?

Trong su tim hiéu v& cuoc doi cia Ong Lé Van Trung, Dong Tén
duoc biét rang ong di trai qua mot thoi ky suy thodi trén dudng hoan 16
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Tene Hibw Dao Cao Dic
(1am quan & Hoi Dong Thuong Nghi Vién Phip) va dang 1am nghé thau
khodn, mi mat ma con hiit thu6c phién. Nhung khi nhan dieu dong dao
su do ditc Cao Dai din dit thi 6ng da bd nhilng tat-a'y (hiit thudc sdi chit
khong c6 ¢ bac trang hoa) va da dugc sdng mat ra'.

C.19 Uéng nudc thiéng tir niii Ba Den chita lanh nhiéu thit bénh.
Ndam 1950 Linh Son Thdanh Mdu da gidng co tai dén Phdt Mdu
day rdng tir liic dé nudc trong Bdt Qudi ho tai Toa Thdnh Tdy
Ninh ciing linh nghiém nhu ¢ Ba Den. Nudc nay dén nay con

duoc dung khong?

Viéc nay khong r& hu thuc. Nhung sy tich huyén diéu cia Vo
Hinh & Toa Thanh T4y Ninh budi ban so hoan toan do cic nha khai dao
duoc su b héa ctia ditc Cao Dai chit khong dinh liu gi dén nu6e & nii Ba
Den. Hay su viéc ndy 1a do ngudi Tay Ninh néi ra 1am cho nii Ba Den c6
gi4 tri linh tng hon chang?

C.20 Trong thdp nién 1930 c6 phdi nguoi Cao Ddi da no luc tao nhiéu
mdi quan hé véi phong trao cdi cdch 6 Brazil, Hji thanh Truc
Quan ¢ Pirc dé tham du hoi nghi ton gido quéc té' ¢ Chicago
khong?

Chiing t6i khong nghe néi viéc nay, Cao Dai gido c6 dai dién
tham du (phin nhiéu do Tda Thanh T4y Ninh) qua 6ng Gabriel Gobron
trong thoi gian nay c6 du cic dai hoi ton gido qudc t€ & cdc nuéc chau
Au nhu Anh, Phdp, Bi, Tay Ban Nha. Hoi Thanh Tryc Quan (Eglise
Gnostique) & Diic c6 lién he véi Tay Ninh trong thdi diém nay, nhung
khong nghe néi dén phong trao céi cich & Brazil trong hdi nghi ton gido

& Chicago.

+ Xin xem Lich SO Bgo Cao Dai - phan Phd B cua Bng Tan
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C.21

Tai sao mdc ddu Phdp chi cho phép 2000 nguoi vo trang theo
thoa udc qudn su, quén doi Cao Dai lai banh truéng dén 10000
nguoi nam 1948 va 65000 nguoi nam 1954?

biéu nay xin hdi ngudi c6 trach nhiém & Tay Ninh.

C.22

C6 3000 cong nhdn xdy dung nguoi Cao Ddi lam viéc trong cdc
xuong cua nguoi Nhdt Bon thoi chién tranh, ho duoc trd luong

hay lam céng qua?

Xin héi nguoi c6 trach nhiém & Tay Ninh.

C.23

Viéc cdc don vi du kich qudn Cao Pai ditng ¢ NFL vao nhimg
nam 1956 dén 1958 cé thdt khong?

Xin hoi ngudi c6 trach nhiém & Tay Ninh.

C.24

C6 thdt rang ld co dugc ding cia NFL nam 1960 da dwoc xir
dung ndm 1956 - 1957 bdi cdc don vi du kich qudn Cao Pai ¢
chién khu?

Xin hoi ngudi ¢6 tréch nhiém & Tay Ninh.

C.25

Tai sao tiéng goi ciia Cao Pai con han ché ¢ mién Trung va Bdc
Viet?

Diéu nay 1a do hoan cinh & méi noi. Trong thoi ky Phdp thuoc,

nuéc Viét Nam chia 1am 3 mién : Nam k3, Trung ky, Bic ky. Nam ky 1a
thudc dia ctia Phdp. Trung ky do vua va cdc kham st Phép, Bac ky do
quan kham sai Viét Nam va céc kham st Phép, thé ch€ méi noi mot
khac. Tir nam 1930, & Trung Viét cé dao du cua Béao Dai :"Nhét thiét
Cao Dai thu tich bat dic truyén b Trung ky", va toan qudc c6 du luan
néi rang : "Cao Pai dit Cong sin vo nhi". Do d6 gong kiém & hai mién
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Tee Fibw Das Cao Dic
Trung va Bic rat git gao v6i tin ngudng Cao Dai, nén viéc truyén bd ra
hai noi nay rat khé khan. Phéi nhiéu huyén diéu cia V6 Hinh phdi Cau
Kho va Tién Thién méi chuyén dugc co dao ra Trung. Phdi Tay Ninh va
phai Bén Tre thi c6 gang diéu dong ngudi truyén dao mot cdch bi mét ra
Bic tir 1928 dén 1940. C6 thé néi co Pao hai noi di lan rong khap viing
nhung khong 6 at, s6i n6i nhar Nam ky.

C.26 Xin cho biét c6 may nguoi thugc thanh phan khai sdng dao Cao
Pai ma nguoi goc Trung Viét?
Ditc Ngoé Minh Chiéu ngudi géc Hué, 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong
ngudi Binh Thuén.

C.27 Cé mdy nguoithugc thanh phén khai saéng dao Cao Dai ma goc
nguoi Bdc Viét Trung Hoa?

Hinh nhu khoéng cé.

C.28 Ba co cua dirc Ngo da lay chong nguoi Trung Hoa, ngudi nay
c6 dnh hudng gi dén cdu bé Chiéu khong?

C6 mot phan nao khi dic Ngo con nho trong viéc ngai hay doc
c4c kinh sdch cia Trung Hoa va thd kinh Quan Thanh'.

C.29 C6 phdi viéc sdn xudt nudc thiéng duoc bdn véi gid 30 xu mét
chai do ong Lé Van Trung diéu hanh khong?

Xin hoi ngudi trach nhiém & Tay Ninh.

—————————
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CHI PHAI

C.30 So'lugng hién hitu (wéc luong) ciia tin dé Cao Pai la bao nhiéu?

Day la s6 lugng hién tai sau bao cudc chinh chién tai Viét Nam:

Tay Ninh : 2 000 000
Bén Tre :2 000000
Tién Thién : 1 000 000
Minh Chon Pao : 1 000 000
ba Nang : 300000
Cic nhémkhiac  : 700 000
Téng cong : 7000 000

K¢ theo hién tinh dén s6 Viét Nam hién tai khoang 10% dan s6
Viét Nam.
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Tem Fibw Dao Cao Dic
C.31 Maodilién hé giita cdc tin do trong cdc chi phdi Cao Pai hién nay
nhu thé nao?

Hién nay nén dao khoéng con nhu treée nita. Céc chi phdi hau nhu
d3 mat hét cdi khi thé di ¢6 tir cdc 1anh tu ban dau. Tay Ninh bi giai thé
toan bo Hoi Thanh, Hiép Thién ciing nhu Clru Tring, chi con Ban Chudng
Quan gom 36 chitc phdm do nha nuéc xa hoi chi nghia dé ra. Bén Tre
dang han gin sy chia d6i cia cdp lanh dao, mot & An H6i, mot & Sai gon.
Nhung vét niit nay khé bu dap dugc vi méi noi bio thi 1ap trudng cla
minh mic dit nha nuéc XHCN dang c6 y d6 lam cho ho gap nhau. Tién
Thién va Minh Chon Pao ciing chung s6 phan cai tao tir cdp lanh dao
theo linh nha nu6c. Cdc nhém 1€ € cing khong ra ngoai tinh hinh chung
trong ¥ do cta nha nuéc XHCN mudn théng nhit nén Dao theo chi
truong cha ho. Khong biét co sy dén dau nhung chic chén 1a moi sy
chuyén bién trong co Dao, né€u khong ngoai Thién y thi chi tao thém su
d6 v noi tinh ma thoi. Cao Dai gido da sinh ra va truéng thanh trong sy
gd ép cua thyc dan Phdp cho nén du trdi qua bao khao thi muu mo tiéu
diét tir bat ci noi dau thi cing khong 1am gi duoc boi moi sy phan ly cua
noi tinh ciing s& di dén thdng nhét trong tuong lai vi khi nha Dao con
trong so khai thuin nhit, ditc Cao Dai da cé day:

Bl Toéa thd théi ted thém hoa
M&y nhanh roi sau cling mét nha ...”
La mon dé chia ditc Cao Dai, ngudi tin do Cao bai phai biét ditu

nay.

C.32 Cé phdi nguoi dan Viét Nam can phdi thay doi tin ngudng ton
gido khi ho mudn nhdp mon dao Cao Dadi khong?

Dieu niy khong bit buoc, mién ngudi tin do phai da gidc ngo dé

thdy ring céc ton gido da c6 truée déu 12 phuong tién ctu thé cia dic
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Cao Dai tuy theo trinh d phong héa tu phuong ma cé. Nay nguoi tin do
c6 nhan thay Cao Pai gido m&i mé thich nghi véi thoi dai hién nay hon
thi cif tim hi€u, hoc héi theo ngudn gido 1y méi, khong tr ngai gi ca.
Nhung ho phai biét rang nhitng gi trdi ngugc véi tinh than khai phéng
dai dong ctia nhan loai déu 16i thoi, s& bi x6a md theo thdi gian.

C.33 Minh Chon Ly c6 con dugc xem la mot chi phdi Cao Pai khong?
Ly do nao ma Minh Chon Ly va nhiéu chi phdi khdc khong con
dugc xem thudc Cao Pai gido nita?

Minh Chon Ly di do co biit cia ta than xdi duc khong thd Thién
Nhan, loai b6 hét moi luat phép do dic Cao Dai di day ma theo mot 6
chiic riéng, lai giai thich sai y nghia ctia Thién Nhan ma dic Cao Dai da
mudn 1am cho cédc nha khai Pao hiéu. Do d6 Minh Chon Ly khong con
dugc nhin nhan Ia Cao Dai gido nita. C4c t6 chitc khic néu khong con
tho Thién Nhin véi t6 chitc khong do ditc Cao Dai chi day tirnam 1926
thi ciing khong con 1a Cao Dai gido dugc.

C.34 C6 phdi su phdn chia chi phdi ciia Cao Pai gido la mot viéc kho
tranh khoi khong? C6 phdi cdc chi phdi nay phat trién dé giup
nén Dao tranh duoc su trd thi ciia qudn doi Phdp khong?
Pay 1a mot sy da c6 bdo trude ciia Vo Hinh trudc khi xay ra (Thdnh

Ngon 1926). Nhu vay su phan chia chi phéi khong phai 12 su kién c4

nhan c6 tinh cdch hoi hot ma 12 s chuyén bién c6 y sdp dat cia Vo Hinh

dé trénh sy tiéu diét ctia thuc dan Phép khong thé khic hon. Hién nay, c6
lanh tu chi phdi ty nhan minh khong dinh liu dén viéc phan chia chi phai
nay ma la do muu m6 ciia Phép b4t budc linh tu chi phdi khéc (v6n 1a
nhing quan chiic Phép) phai thyc hién dé€ cho ho con quyeén loi tai dat

Phdp. D6 1a mot suy di&n hoan toan chi quan dé tu d& cao vai trd ctia

minh d6i véi toan dao chit khong he c6 nhu vay.
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C.35 Ong Nguyén Van Ca dd duoc Phdp xir dung dé chia ré trong
dao Cao Ddi hay 6ng la mot nhan vién cia Phdp?

Ong Nguyén Vin Ca v6i phdm vi Ph6i su di timg tham gia diéu
hanh cong vu cho dao Cao Pai ¢ T4y Ninh truéc nam 1931. Nhung vi
bat man v6i cdc lanh tu duong thoi (6ng Lé Van Trung va 6ng Pham
Cong Tic) nén di tich roi vé Dinh Tudng nghe theo co but 14p ra phdi
Minh Chon Ly. Ban d&u rit c6 sifc sdng tao chanh tin, nhung vé sau d6i
thanh ta gido va tir d6 6ng khong con trong dao Cao Dai nita. Con viéc
ong c6 phai 12 nhan vién Phép hay khong thi khong rd.

C.36 Tai sao Ban Chinh Pao chi c6 Hiép Thién Dai va Ciu Tring

Pai ma khong c6 Phudc Thién?

Ban Chinh Dao 1a do hai 6ng Nguyén Ngoc Tuong va Lé B4 Trang
bi 6ong Pham Cong Tédc & Tay Ninh l4n 4t quyén hanh nén phai vé qué
nha & Bén Tre va tiép tuc hanh dao theo t6 chitc ma ditc Cao Dai chi day
ban dau qua cic dao nghi dinh 1930. Nhung tai Tay Ninh thi nam 1938
ong Pham Cong Téc lai ra mot dao luat goi 12 dao ludt Mau Din thay déi
t4t ca nén hanh chénh dao cho phii hop véi ng6i vi doc tai cia 6ng. Su
kién nay con ghi trong séch Pai Pao St Cuong do Tay Ninh &n tong. Tir
d6 méi c6 chitc Chudng Quan Nhi Hiru Hinh Dai va 4 co quan : Hanh
Chéanh, Phé Té&, Phuéc Thién, Minh Tra do m6t minh ong chap chuéng
toan quyén khong khic gi mot gido chi ma ngudi Tay Ninh da goi tir do.
Phuéc Thién 1 co quan ma Tay Ninh goi 12 Ho1 Thénh Phuée Thién, chi
14 su noi tiép cac co s¢ do ong Tac ldy cta DPao 1ap ra nhu Pham Moén,
Pham Nghiép, Pham Tir da c6 tir truéc nam 1933 ma 6ng goi 1a ctra Phat
(?). Céc chitc phdm (12 cép) Phudc Thi¢n da do 6ng Tic dat ra chi tu
ong dieu dong khong ai thay thé duoc. Nhu vay su khéc biét gilta Ban
Chinh Dao va Tay Ninh 12 su sai lac chdnh phédp Cao bai do Tay Ninh tu

chuyén, tu tao ma thoi.
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C.37 Taisao Ban Chinh Pao cé chitc vu cii ma Cao Pai Téy Ninh lai
gidi thiéu chitc vu mdi? Tai sao khong dung tén ving dé dit
thay cho: Tinh Dao, Ho Pao, Xd Pao, /fp Dao theo Ban Chinh
Dao, trong khi Tay Ninh doi : Trén Pao, Chdu Pao, Téc Pao,
Huong Dao, /fp Dao?

Day la su kién do T4y Ninh mudén lam cho khdc véi cdc noi, né
am i mot danh nghia pha 1an mi chinh tri cho hop véi Tay Ninh liic by
gi0, khong diing véi chon truyén do diic Cao Dai chi day lic ban dau
nam 1926.

C.38 Su phdn biét giita thugng thira, ha thita c6 phdi mang tinh chdt
bat bugc hay tugng trung?

Day la gi6i han phan biét mic tu ctia ngudi tin do, dién hinh nhat
1a sy trai giGi. Vi du : ngudi tu ha thira séng véi gia dinh va thudng trai
gid1 tir 6 dén 10 ngay trong mot thang. Trong lic ngudi tu thugng thira
thi khong cdn song v6i gia dinh (tuyét duc) hay trudng trai. Su viéc ndy
khong bét budc ma chi 1a sy tiéu biéu cong phu tu hoc clia ngudi tin do
ma thoi. Chi nhitng ngudi c6 gido phdm tir Gido Hitu tré 1én méi bit
bugc phai tu thugng thira.

C.39 Tai sao phdi Chiéu Minh da khong cé co quan xa héi, khong
pha bién gido ly cia minh, céc tin do khong khdc nhau vé mdt
phdm vi, phdm phuc?

That ra Chi€éu Minh Vé Vi diing theo chon truyén tr diic Ngo
Minh Chiéu Ia 16i tu kin c4n, khong sic tuéng nén khong phai 12 phai
dao c6 t6 chitc banh truéng bén ngoai. Ban liét ke di c6 tir cc chi phdi
truée khong biéu 16 duoc chinh phdp Cao Pai v6i su thé hién ban dau
cia n6. Bitc Ng6é Minh Chiéu tir khi khong nhén chitc vu Gido Tong da

tu minh giit diing 13i day d§ cta dic Cao Dai tir nam 1921. Ngai da thuc
186



thi mot chdnh phép c6 thé 1am nén méng cho s citu d6 nhan sanh & hién
tai. Nhitng van d& phd bién gido 1y va cdc mau sic 1oe loet cia cic phdm
phuc, c4c gido phdm chi 12 nhiing diéu do con ngudi dit ra phin nio inh
hudng dén sy ky thi ton gido, k¥ thi sic toc, va cdc bénh cuong tin tir d6
ma ra. Ngudi tu V6 Vi khong phan biét mau da sic téc, dang cap xa hoi,
t4t ca déu 1a con chung ctia mot dang Thuong D& nén khong ¢é sy tranh
chdp hon thua, khong tranh gianh dia vi quyén hanh cao thdp & doi nhu
t4n trd ton gido hién nay da xay ra khdp noi trén thé€ gi6i va lam tang
thém nbi kh6 dau chung cta nhan loai. Ngudi tu V6 Vi lam viéc thién,
citu gitip su dau khé cuia loai ngudi 6 bat ¢t noi ddu ma khong cin ngudi
khic biét nén ngudi ngoai khong thdy c6 td ctu t€ xa hoi nhu di néu ra,
béi ngudi tu VO Vi ludn ludn cé thdi do khép kin cudc doi tu hoc cla
minh.

C.40 C6 phdi cdc Ié si dong nhi Tdy ninh muon chuyén tic cdp bdc
nay sang cdp khdc déu phdi qua ky thi cia Hiép Thién Dai?
Day 1a mot trong nhitng t6 chiic ciia toan bd phéi Tay Ninh do ong
Pham Cong Tiéc 12 Chudng quan Nhi Hiu Hinh Dai tao ra d€ hop phép
héa quyén luc cta 6ng.

C.41 C6 phdi Toa Thanh Téy Ninh con giit nhitng nhdn vién nhac lé
duoc chia thanh nhém: Tro 1é (15 - 18 tudi) va Lé si (18 - 21
tudi) hay khong? Cong viéc ciia ho la gi?

Cc thanh phin L& si va Tro 1€ theo t6 chiic Tay Ninh Ia nhimg
thanh thi€u nién g6p phian 1& nhac khi c6 t€1€ & Toa Thanh Tay Ninh hay
tai cdc Thanh that lién h¢. Viéc nay da c6 tir nam 1926 khi cac nha khai
Pao nhu qui 6ng Lé Van Trung, Pham Cong Téc, Cao Hoai Sang, Truong
Hitu Dic ciing dugc dic Cao Dai chi day vé viéc nay va truyén lai vé
sau, nén c6 thé néi viéc 1& nhac Cao Dai gido hoan toan do ngudi Cao
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Dai sang tao chit khong hé 1€ thudc bt cit ton gido nao. Lai nita, 6ng Tac
12 mot trong nhitg ngudi ¢ tén trong c4dc nhém nhac sidan toc. O mién
Nam, 6ng ranh vé van dé nhac hon nhilng ngudi sau nay.

C.42 Co phdi gidi lanh tu Tday Ninh c6'y phédn chia noi bé ton gido dé
bdo vé Cao Dai gido dé tranh su tiéu diét ciia thuc ddn Phdp.
Hay do nguoi Phdp chi truong viéc nay véi muu do tiéu tric tim
dnh huong va su ung ho rong lém cia Cao Padi gido?

Phan dau cau héi dugc tra 16 & trén (cau héi C.35), phin sau cia
cau hoi da ty gidi ddp boi chinh sdch thyc dan ban dau tuéng phong trao
Cao Dai chi do mé tin di doan (co biit), nhung khi ho th&y khi thé banh
truéng cua Cao Dai gido khong phai 12 sy d& duéi thi ho khong tir bat cit
thi doan nao dé tiéu diét 16n gido nay. Ho da ph4i mot s6 cong an canh
sdt gia v3 nhap mo6n d€ phé dao nhung nhing ngudi nay lai bénh vuc,
yém trg nén dao méi, dién hinh nh4t 12 nhan vién s& tun canh Sai gon,
6ng V6 Vin Tudng by git dd vira gitip cho nhitng nha khai dao méi c6
su 14p trung 247 tin d6 Cao Dai diu tién vio dém 23 - 08 Binh Dan
(thang 9 - 1926) d€ bat dau su truyén gido Cao Dai cho dén sau nay. Phai
nhc lai rang moi su xdy ra déu do su sdp dat ca cic dang V6 Hinh con
phdi Tay Ninh that ra chi 1am nha Pao thém ran nit qua nhimng dao nghi
dinh nam Mau Dén (1938) cho ring c4c chi phéi khéc 1a bang moén ta
dao d€ chi€m ngoi vi doc ton riéng cho c4 nhan ong.
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c4a3 Y niém nhi xdc thdn la mét y niém cua phdi Thong Thién hoc
tdy phuong nhung tin hitu Cao Dai khong nhdn cé dnh huong
trong ton gido minh. Lam thé nao dé gidi thich diéu nay?

Cao Dai gi4o 1a mot 16n gido c6 nén gido 1y t6ng hop khong phan
biét kim c6 déng tay. Do d6 14t ca tinh hoa ctia cic quan niém t6n gido
déu hoi tu trong Cao Dai gido. Nhitng quan niém vé nhi xac than cia
Thong Thién hoc khong phai 12 mot quan niém sai Jam n€u nhin vé khia
canh Vo Hinh ctia phn tam linh con ngudi v6n 12 mét phan cua tam linh
vii tru 12 Thuong D&. Nhung vin dé Thuong D€ vin con 1a mot tim hiéu
Jién tuc ciia con ngudi, cho du Thong Thién hoc cé t hao da kham phd
chan 1y va cho ring khong gi cao hon chan Iy clia minh. Trong Cao Dai
gido d c6 mot swkhdm phd vé tam linh biéu thi tinh méi mé& ciia n6, mot
phan nhin nh4n sy khdm pha céia Thong Linh hoc (Le Spiritisme) du
thich nghi v6i sir tim hiéu clia loai ngudi qua trinh d6 khoa hoc tdm linh
hon 12 Thong Thién hoc ..., vin con chim trong ly thuy€t nhiéu hon. D6i
v6i ngudi Cao Dai van dé nhi x4c than cua thong thién hoc con rdt moho
vi méi ngudi tiy theo mitc do tim hiéu clia c4 nhan minh m&i nhén thitc
duoc lanh vuc nay mot phan nao thoi. Nguoi Cao Dai duoc su chi day
ciia V6 Hinh nén biét duoc truc ti€p ¥ niém vé nhi x4c than, khong phii
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tir trong Thong Thién hoc.

C.44 Cao Dai khd tri hay bdt khd tri?

Pay 1a mot ¥ niém tiy theo mic d6 khai ngd cla timg ngudi. Cao
Dai la td danh caa Thugng Dé nén nhiing gi ciia ditc Cao Dai ma nhan
loai dang hoai nghi déu khong khac nhitng gi hoai nghi v6i Thugng DE.
Diéu kién can yé€u la nguoi tim hiéu phai h6i di kha nang kham ph4 vé
linh h6n. V6i mét ngudi nhin nhan minh khéng cé linh hon thi that 12 bat
kha tri béi biét c6 linh hon méi ¢6 dl dieu kién khai ngo dé thau hiéu
Thuong D€ hay Cao Dai. Su thdu dat niy phai do cong phu ngudi tu hoc
va ciing 1a mot 4n hué ctia V6 Hinh ban cho. Néu ho khong héi dii nhitng
diéu kién 4y thi khong bao gi® c6 thé nhan biét dugc Thuong D& hay
Cao Dai. Nhimng ngudi khong tin ¢6 linh hén thuong hay cao ngao veé
vén dé nay, nhung dii ho c6 tai trf va dja vi 16n lao t6i dau thi khi chét di
ho s¢ bi€t dugc ho ¢6 linh hon hay khong va thé gi6i vo hinh 13 nhu thé
nao. Liic d6 ho s& bi€t Thuong D€ hay Cao Dai 12 kha tri hay bét kha tri.

C.45 Linh hon con ngudi c6 truong ciru khong?

Linh hon con ngudi 12 phan dugc phan tén tir Tam linh Vi tru ma
ra, Xét vé nguyén nhan. Do d6, h& Tam linh Vi tru (hay Thugng Dé)
trudng ciru thi linh hon con ngudi ciing mang tinh chat truong ctru dé.
Nhung su séng thé gian d Iam cho linh hon con ngudi bi pha nhiém
nhing nhat thoi hu hoai ctia vat chat (thé x4c) nén mitc trudng ciru t6t
dep cta linh hon (tam linh) ciing anh huéng theo. Do d6 céc t6n gido tir
xua dén nay dé ra sy tinh tu luyén dao 12 dé doi luyén linh hon con nguoi
cho phuc hoi lai ban tinh trudng ciru di c6 tir bubi phoi sinh noi c5i Vo
Hinh vay.

C.46 Phdn nao cia Tam Gido (Nho, Thich, Pao) duoc Cao Pai thira
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nhdn va phdn nao bo di?

Céc ton gido xua da c6 nhilng miu muc cho cugc s6ng lodi ngudi.
Nhung su xuét hién dao Cao Dai qua co biit cho biét ring céc ton gido da
that truyén nén t6n nhiéu cong phu cho nhitng ngudi tu ma khéng mdy ai
dat dao. Day 12 mot diéu ma ngudi tin hitu Cao Dai phai tim hiéu nguyén
do vi dau ma nhu thé. Tir d6 ngudi tin hitu Cao Dai tin ring nhitng gi cia
ton gido khong con hiéu luc citu rdi nhon sanh ma lai c¢é tinh sit phat
1am tang thém nédi khé dau cho con ngudi thi phai manh dan x6a bo di.
Pao Cao Dai dé ra mot tong chi dung hoa cic hoc thuyét kim c6 dong
tay, tim vé 16i thulin chon v6 ngd, ¥ thitc duoc su binh ding cia con
ngudi, khong phan tam vat, khong ky thi ching t¢c, dem lai sy binh
quyeén giita nam nit . T4t ca nhimg di€u d6 c6 thé céc ton gido trude da
néi t6i nhung phin nao da vap phdi nhilng té doan ma con ngudi cang di
vio thoi dai vian minh cang c6 dieu kién d€ khai phd nhitng 1€ s6ng con
ma kinh sdch cic tén gido di bay ra nhu nhitng thanh ki€n c6 hai cho
nhan loai. Cuc dién th€ gidi hién nay cho loai ngudi thdy rd nhiing té
doan do ton gido ma ra, khong tai nao, khong liéu thudc chinh tri nao c6
thé ciru van dugc. Chi ¢6 nhitng bai thuéc ton gido méi c6 thé ciu van
dugc nhitng can bénh nay va dao Cao Dai di c6 gang kéu goi sir thic
tinh ctia cdc nha t6n gido dé cuing diu d4t nhau dén dudng chénh dao, tu
canh tinh nhitng 16i cuéng tin bao luc. Néi cdch khic ton gido 1a tinh
thuong, 14 cong binh, 12 bc 4i. Lam tréi lai nhimg diéu nay 1a phi tén
gi4o, phéi tir bd. Ngay nay, ton gido khong c6 bao luc nhung van c6
nhimg bét binh déing va nhitng séc tudng c6 tinh cdch mé hoac con ngudi,
phan biét nam nit. D6 1a t¢ hai thanh kién khong thé chép nhén duoc &

cAc x3 hoi van minh that si cla loai nguoi.

C.47 Vo Viva Phé Do trong Cao Dai gido khdc nhau nhu thé nao?
Hai phin nay 1a hai b0 mat ctia mot biéu tugng ton gido. Phan V6
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Vi di vao bén trong c6 tinh cich kin nhiém siu xa ngudi ngoai khé ma
bi€t duoc. Phan Phd D6 thi dan than ra bén ngoai, di vio x hoi, thé hién
dugc moi tinh chat dem dao vao ddi, gitip doi nén dao. L& ¢6 nhién hai
phan khic nhau r rét vé moi mat nhu da néu trén, ngudi ngoai tudng 12
twong phan d6i nghich nhau. Nhung that sy thi dao Cao Dai néu khong
¢4 phén V6 Vi thi khong dat dugc phan thuc nghiém tam linh dé 1am nén
tang cho sy thanh hinh m6i Dao, ma néu khong c6 phian Phé Do thi
khéng thé di dén sur cifu doi toan dién. M6t dang thi lo cho c4 nhan thanh
dao trude khi ciu doi, mot dang thi dat van dé citu doi song hanh véi
dudng tu cho ¢4 nhan. Hai diéu kién ndy khong thé thiéu di trong cong
trinh khai dao cta diic Cao Dai néu khong di diing con duong Vo6 Vi thi
sa vao ngi b€ tat tim vé vii tru, con khong di vao Phd Do thi 12 bi ké clia
ta than nhu da c6 noi c4c t6n gido xwa ma tinh chat Thiéng liéng da bi
lam cho mat han bdi thé gian sa doa. C4i méi ciia Cao Dai gido la lam
cho nhan loai nh4n dién tryc tiép duge vii tru va con ngudi v6i su that
clia né, khong qua cac 1ap luan cia cic ton gido trudc. Ngudi tu Vo Vi sé
nhan dién tryc ti€p huyén diéu ctia Tao héa qua cong phu tu hoc cta c4
nhan minh. Nguoi tin d6 Phé D6 s& duge tim hiéu qua su phdt 16 ctia the
gi6i vo hinh bang phuong tién co biit, mot hinh- thiic giao ti€p véi the
g16i tam linh ma chi c¢6 dao Cao Pai méi khim phd ra sy huyeén diéu ctia
né. Ké bang quan rat khé thong hiéu viéc ndy.

C.48 Hién nay phdi qua giai doan ndo dé tré thanh tin dé Cao Pai?
Muén tré thanh moén dé ciia phan Vo Vi phai :
° ciing 1€ dic Cao Dai méi ngay 4 [an va trong 100 ngay.
* xinkeo hdu dan sau d6 taj mot dan V6 Vi. Néu dugc s& do mot

nguoi chi din goi 1a "ngudi chi kidu"” dugc chi dinh cho ngudi
mdi tu.

Muén thanh tin d6 phan Phé Do phai :
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¢ gilr gi6i, an chay it nhat siu ngay trong thing.
* nhd ngudi trong dao ti€én din vao 1am I1&é nhap moén tai mot

thanh that.

Sau d6 tuan theo céc digu kién di c6 cho ngudi méi tu.

C.49 Thién Nhan tuong trung cho nhitg gi cia dao Cao Pai?

Thién Nhan la sy phdt 16 nhiém mau lam biéu tugng phung thd
trong dao Cao Dai. Day la sy thé hién quyén ning ve su gidm st va digu
dong vil tru clia dang T6i Cao la Thuong D€, Chiia Té Can khon thé gi6i
ciing 12 hién than cia ddng Chi Toén lam giéng mai cho sy tdn héa vi tru
qua céc gido chii di c6 trong truyén kY lich st nhan loai do Ngai digu
dong ma ra. Thién Nhin con bi€u thi sy cam thong ctia con ngudi véi vii
tru. Con ngudi nhén bi€t dugc sy cam thong ay qua thi gidc méi thay 16
co mau clia Tao héa. Vin tat sy tim hi€u clia ngudi tin d6 vé Thién Nhin
12 nhu thé. Con co mau nhiém thi khé bé tim hiéu cho thdu ddo duoc!.

C.50 Nguoi Cao Dai cé thé quan niém mot ky pho do lin thir4 khong?

Theo 15i chi day ctia ditc Cao Dai, hién tai 12 Tam Ky Ph6 Do, 4m
chi d4 c6 truéc hai ky nhung khong hé néi dén dé tir ky. Ve sau diic Ngo
Minh Chiéu méi day riing Tam ky ph6 d¢ nay s€ xay ra theo 3 giai doan:

1924 : khai xudt Thién Hoang

2424 : khai xuit Dia Hoang

2924 : khai xuét Nhon Hoang

ROi sau d6 chuyén van tré lai thdi nhit ky goi 1a Chung Nhi Phuc
Thi, ngudi tin do Cao Dai khong he biét dén sau 1500 nam nita s& c6 gi

x4y ra sau ky nguyén Cao Dai.

+ Xin xem Lich SU Bgo Coo Bai - phan V6 Vi cva bong Tan
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C.51 ¢ phdi ditc Phdt Méu la tén khdc cia Vé Sanh Ldo Mdu?

That 12 mét sy khong thiét thuc néu ¢ di tim nhilg tén tudi do
con ngudi dat dé cho hién tugng qué xa véi tam hiéu biét clia ho. Ngudi
Cao Dai khong mdy quan tdm dén vin dé nay. Nhung thoat nghe qua thi
hai danh xung nay khong khdc nhau méy, chi mot dang thé hién Phat
ngon, con dang khéc thé hién Tién ngon hay Thénh ngén ma théi.

C.52 Cédc loai sdm ngit c6 dong vai tro gi trong dao Cao Dai khong?

Khong. Néu c6 su tring hop gifta hai dang thi 12 do ngiu nhién
ma c6 thoi.

C.53 Xin cho biét Iy do vé sy hinh thanh cdc chi phdi trong dao Cao
Dai?

Cau nay da duoc tra 10i & céc cau trude. Mot digu can biét ring
day la sy sap dat da c6 trude ciia ditc Cao Dai tit nam 1926, nhung lic 4y
chua c6 sy ran nit trong dao. Nhiing bia dat sau d6 cot dé gianh phin
phai cho chi phdi minh 12 dang trich dit n6 xu4t phét tir dau. Nhung ciing
nén biét ring nhiing chi ph4i tich rdi 12 do sir x&p dat clia V6 Hinh thi
tho Thién Nhan va tuan theo c4c phép luat ciia dao qua cdc Thanh ngon
tru6e 1930. Con cic chi phéi vé sau di stta d6i chon truyén déu bi xem 1a
ta dao, khong con duge xem thudc Cao Daj gido nita.

C.54 Thé'nao la Héi Long Hoa theo quan niém Cao Pai? Lam sao va
khi nao né dén?

bay 1a mot deé tai ma ngudi Cao Dai xem nhu mot ky hoi phai dén
trong su tuyén chon nhitng thanh qua tu hoc ctia ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai.
N6 khong khéc nhitng gia thuyét vé ngay Phan Xét Cu6i Cung ciia Thién
Chia gidgo. C6 nhiéu sur tich khic nhau néi ve nhitng ngay Hoi Long Hoa
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clia cdc ton gido. Nhitng ngay nay duogc néu ra dé lam chi dich cho
ngudi tin do trong viéc tu hoc ma thoi. Nhung thuc su thi méi con ngudi
khi chét di xc dinh su thudng phat clia ho noi ¢8i V6 Hinh thi hoi Long
Hoa khong phéi chd doi nhu Thién Chida gido, phai ¢6 linh cia Thdnh
Gabriel mé6i dén.

C.55 Péi véi dao Cao Dadi, con nguoi co tu do y chi khong?

Cao Dai gido cho biét mot gid tri chan x4c clia con ngudi, khong
nhu céc t6n gido trudc goi la xii bi nang mang nan nghiép nhu Phat, hay
ho phai chiu t¢i T6 Tong nhu trong Thién Chua, con ngudi, theo dao
Cao Pai, 12 mot tiéu thién dia, 1a miu trung thuc nhat cta vil tru. Noi vi
tru c6 gi 1a ta c6 ndy vé ca co nang cing tri nang. Do d6, su tu do cia con
ngudi chi 12 dic tinh ciia con ngudi di mang theo tir budbi khai nguyén
khong biét dugc. Nho vay xi hoi loai ngudi dugc tang ti€n vé mat khoa
hoc cho dén ngdy nay phai néi la do cic quyén nang ma Thuong D€ cho
ho. Ciing chinh do cdc quyén nang d6 ma con ngudi thdi dai nay dang
muu toan vuot khéi thién nhién dé tu tao 14y nhitng kha nang vé vii tru
ma ho cho 13 ho c6 thé 1am dugc. Nhung dit d& qué ty hao nhu thé con
ngudi cling ¢ Iic tu suy nghi lai viéc ho dé lam, c6 dugc thanh qua
thing doat nao khi hai tay buéng xu6i ma chinh ho ciing khong biét vao
ldc ndo va sau d6, ho sé ra sao, di vé dau? Khodng khong gian mu mit
kia vin im lang dén nghin ddi va con ngudi v6i tr do ¥ chi ctia minh
ciing chi hanh ho trong pham vi nho hep cta minh, ¢6 lam gi duge hon

dau!

C.56 Nguoi Cao Dai quan niém thé nao vé cdi y tung tit dao?

Mot Thanh Tt Dao 12 mét ¢4 nhin da chét vi su trung thanh véi
tin nguong ctia minh, xem d6 1a mot 1y tuéng ma néu thi€u né thi ho
khong con song dugc. Nhung mudn xting déng vdi su ton xung do, con
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ngudi phai c6 du tu cdch va bén phan cia con ngudi, ddi v6i quoc gia,
va x4 hdi. C6 nhiéu ton gido chi biét gid tri tin ngudng clia minh theo
gido diéu, song v6i né va quén di tit cd, lai cho rang tat ca déu khong
déng d6i véi tin ngudng. Nhu thé chi liét ho vao hang cudng tin ma thoi.
Ngay nay vin dé Thanh Chién di sai lac ¥ nghia ctia né khi mét s lanh
tu ton gido mot tu phwong nay mudn 14n chi€ém dit dai mot tu phuong
khéc. Ciing nhu nhiing gi dugc ghi trong céc kinh sdch ctia mot s6 tin
ngudng di 16i thoi hay tir xua da khong ding vé6i chan 1y cling phai tuan
theo néu phan lai thi goi 1a phan dao, 12 bi t hinh v.v.. . D6 1a nhiing t&
doan ma thé hé van minh phai got rita dé con ngudi khéng dén néi qua
sa doa vi mot cd nhén, nhat 1a khi ngudi d6 1a mot Gido chii khong di
séng su6t va dic do thong thdi chi han hep trong thoi gian ma cif bt
budc con ngudi trai qua bao thé ky phai tuan theo, thi d6 1a mé tin thém
vao nhimg cudng vong ciia ta qudi chi 1am cho xa hoi loai ngudi thém
phan mé muoi, dau khé thoi!

C.57 Chdénh tridao gom hai phén : phin V6 Hinh va phén Hitu hinh.

Diéu nay nghia la gi?

Day 1a16i suy dién ciia mot chi phéi, khong phai cia dao Cao Dai.
Da hiéu nén gido ly cta Cao Dai gido dugc suy dién tir hanh vi cia céc
nha khai dao dén nhimg day dé bs héa ciia ditc Cao Dai tir budi ban so
nam 1926 - 1930, nhung khong phai vi thé ma dem suy dién trong pham
vi chinh tri dao, béi chinh trj dao 12 gi néu khong phai la sy sdp dat c6
né nép vé viéc ti€n hanh mot co ché dao phdp dé dem ra thyc thi trong
quang dai quan ching tin d6. Ma d vay thi 1am sao thé hién dugc phan
V6 Hinh d6i véi sy tim hiéu suy xét cta ngudi tin hitu khi ho can cé
nhimg hinh hién truéc mit dé nhan dién bang ngii quan ctia minh?

C.58 Taisao trong thép nién 30, nhisu téc phdm cia Kardec va Denis
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dugc dich ra chit quéc ngit , nhung ho lai khong dich nhimg
bdn van bang Hdn tu cua dao Phdt hay dao-Ldo?

Nhiing tdc phdm ctia Kardec va Denis d3 viét vé sy khdm phd the
gi6i Vo Hinh qua cdc hién tugng xay ban goi 1a Thong Linh hoc (Le
Spiritisme) da 1a nhiing dé tai rat dugc tim hiéu ciing nhimg vén de
tuong tu noi Cao Dai gido trong thoi ky phét sinh ding vao thap nién
1930. Trong khi d6 cic loai kinh dién Phét hay Lo thi di lui vao quéd
khit v6i nhitng hiéu biét duge ngudi Viét Nam dich tir Han Van ra chir
Nom va ti€éng Viét da trg thanh nhimg sy kién xua cii khong mdy hép
din cho thé hé nay.

C.59 Cé6 tir dién vé danh tit Cao Dai gido hay khong?

Pa soan roi tir nam 1990 gém hai ngan tir vé ton gido va triét hoc
trén thé gidi theo su hi€u biét ciia ngudi tin hitu Cao Dai, s& xudt ban.

C.60 Cé phdi su tho Thién Nhan khdi nguon tix y niém "dnh sdng
Phdt nhan" trong tdc phdm van xudi cua Ngé Thoi Nhi¢m?

Ong Ng6 Thoi Nhiém 12 mot nha van thdi cu6i Lé khong dinh
déng gi dén nha Tay hoc nhu dic Ngé Minh Chiéu duogc b6 héa thdy
Thién nhan hién ra tru6c mét trong lic dang nam trén véng & dinh quan
Phid Quéc, mot hon dao & vinh Théi Lan ca. Vi lai Phat Nhan ham y su
gidc ng6 tir con mét thudng trong khi Thién Nhin biéu thi mét sy mau
nhiém bao quat cia V6 Hinh, khong thé so sdnh v6i nhau dugc.

C.61 Cé phdi nhitng nguoi tin db Cao Pai védn hy vong rang dao Cao
Dai thanh hinh tai Viét Nam sé la mét tén gido chung cua nhdn
loai?

Pay 1a mot diéu kién t4t yéu khi dic Cao Dai gido dao tai Viét
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nam da ban truyén mét nén t6n gido mdi thich nghi vé moi mat cho toan
thé loai ngudi bat luan noi dau trén mat dat nay. Béi I& cic ton gido &
Nhat va Nhi ky Ph6 D¢ da chi c6 gid tri & dia phuong ma thoi. Su lan
truyén gido thuyét cdc ton gido true khong thé gii thich va giai quyét
van de lién quan dén cyc dién thé gi6i hién nay. C4c t6n gido trudc phai
¥ thitc dugc vai trd cla minh khong thé st dung mot quan diém dja
phuong, dii d6 1a nhig kinh dién, v6i nhimg sy kién chi thich nghi véi
dia phuong dé ma suy dién ra ciing khip nhan loai dugc. Nhitng thanh
kién doc ton, doc tai ngudi bée 16t ngudi, ngudi ha hi€p ngudi cho di
dugc xem nhu 1a 18i day ciia mét gido chi hay goi d6 13 cu6c Thanh
chi€n ciing khong thé chdp nhan dé 1am miu myc d6i véi con ngudi thoi
dai nam chau chung chg b6n bién mét nha nay. Pao Cao Dai véi nhiing
mau muc noi phin V6 Vi ma dién hinh nhu dic Ng6 Minh Chijéu, néu
moi ngudi duge nhur the thi tai hoa s& khong con dén véi theé gi6i duoc
bdi khong con cohgi dé phét sinh nhimg mam mong t6i 16i do con ngudi
gay ra. Lai nifa, phén Ph6 D¢ v6i nhiing gido héa clia ditc Cao Dai va su
that ky truyén clia c4c ton gido vao budi Ha nguon mat phép nay, chinh
céc ton gido da hiia vao sy cudng tin st m4u sa doa ciia con ngudi khién
cho ho chém gi€t nhau, c6 khi vi mot ngéi dén cii k§ nhu & An Do, c6 khi
muén thau tém dt dai ctia ké khéc nhu & Algérie, Bosnia hay & Anh
Qudc Ai NhiLan. Nhiing vu 4n giét nguoi do su bt dong tu tudng trong
cac kinh sdch da chimg minh duoc tinh sit m4u clia céc cudng tin khong
thé goi 1a chénh phép cia nhiing gido chi ctu doi dugc. T4t ci nhimg
diéu lam cho th€ gi6i cang thém dién loan thém vao c4i dién loan clia
nén van minh vat ch4t, da do mic d0 cudng tin clia ton gido ma ra. Ditc
Cao Dai di cho biét dieu d6 tir 1926 nhung nha khai dao Cao Dai qua
bao nhiéu nghiét ngi ciia hoan cinh dit nude Viét Nam khong cho ho
chiit thdi gi d€ manh dan de cao bai thudc chita tri can bénh cia loai
nguai duge. Danh xung Pai Pao Tam Ky Phé Do 1a m6i dao téng quat
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cé nhat va nhi ky tir pham vi quéc gia dén luc dia va ngay nay dén ca
toan thé gidi ciing ham chira y nghia nay ma thoi'..

C6 moét cau chuyén giita téi va mot du khach My lién quan dén
van dé nay, thiét tudng ciing nén ké nhu sau:

Thang 2 nam 1991, mét ngudi sinh vién du khach My, sau khi da
di vong quanh thé& gi6i, dén Viét Nam, ong ta tim t6i tai tu that & Sai Gon
dé tim hiéu vé Cao Dai gido ma 6ng da dugc mot ngudi ban gi6i thiéu.
Sau khi dd muon va photo lai cdc 4n phdm va céc cau héi do cic ban
Dutton va Jeremy Davidson dé€ 1am tai liéu, 6ng hoi t6i: "Theo 6ng thi
dao Cao Dai s& truyén bd ra ngoai quéc bang céch gi?". Toi dép: "Theo
su tim hiéu cta t6i, cdc vi Than linh trong budi so khai nén Dao da cho
biét tu c4c ngai di c6 phan hanh nay. Nhu th€ c6 nghia 1a dao Cao Pai sé
khong dung nhitng gido si nhu céc tén gido truéc ma co Pao ciing di do
cdc didng Vo6 Hinh diéu dong & khap cic quoc gia trén thé gidi roi. T6i cé
thé no6i hién tai t6i chua xuét ngoai [dn nao nhung ciing da biét hién nay
trén khdp cdc nudc dau ciing c6 mot hién tuong do nhitng nhém ngudi
khong tin vao nhing thanh kién cii dii xuét phdt tir kinh dién ton gido
hay triét hoc da c6, vi ho da chdn chudng tinh chi quan ky thi cla céc
thanh kién nay di lam cho thé gidi dién loan x6 bo khong phuong ctu
chtra ma chi mudn c6 dugc mét ludng sinh khi méi, mét ngudn tu duy
méi dé ctu van hién trang th€ gi6i ngay nay. Nhém ngudi d6 chinh l1a
nhitng béo hiéu clia mo6t nang luc cifu th€ mdi ma khéi doan tirnam 1926
tai nuéc Viét Nam nady, chi cdn cho mot ngay gid tuong ngd ma thoi".
}5611 day 6ng ban M nhin t6i mot cdch cham chi va ngac nhién. T6i héi
1y do, ong tra 10i nhu sau: "Ong chua di ra nuéc ngoai nhung t6i da di
tham quan nhiéu nudc va i biét c6 hién twong nhu 6ng da noi. Toi hy
vong ngly nio 6ng qua My va toi tinh nguyén phu luc véi 6ng vé véin de
nay". Khong may ong ban dy da dén vai 16i trong thoi gian tang ché

+ Xin xem Téng Quan Cao Dai Gido, cung tdc gid
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(dam tang ba xa t6i truéc d6) nén dén day chi ghi mot 4m hudng trong
ky tc...Thiét tudng ciing da giip o6ng hiéu dugc phan nao vé tinh cich
quéc t€ ctia dao Cao Dai nhu 6ng vira néu ra.

C.62 Tai sao ngoi Thinh That phdi duoc thiét lip sao cho Thién
Nhdn duoc huong vé phuong Bdc?

Theo truyén thuyét Bong phuong thi phuong Bic 1a phuong c6
ngoi sao Bac Du dién hinh cho su ngu tri ctia ngoi Chia Té Vi Tru nay
td danh Cao Dai trén bau Vi Try, vi the huéng vé phuong Béc ciing 12
huéng ve dic Cao Dai titc Thuong DE. Sy chiém ngudng dic Cao Dai
qua Thién Nhan cling phai huéng vé phuong Bic ciing ham ¥ nhu thé.

C.63 OngLéVin Trung tuyén ddt dao danh Thanh cho phdi nam va
Huong cho phdi nit dé goi chitc sdc. Bdi chua cé vi Gido Tong
thit nhi sau ong Trung cho nén nhimg dao danh ma ong ddit ra
van con dugc ding. C6 thé vi ong Gido Tong thit nhi sé dem vio
nhimg dao danh méi nhu Pao cho chitc sdc Nam va Tam cho
chitc sdc nit khong?

~ Diéu nay da duoc dic Cao Dai day trong mot budi dan co 1926.
Hién tai, duong thoi khai gido diic Gido Tong v6 hinh Ly Thai Bach
(6ng Leé Van Trung chi 1a Quyen Gido Toéng do ditc Gido Téng vo hinh
Ly Théi Bach giao quyén chy khong phai Gido Téng chinh vi) thi chic
sdc nam 4y 14y dao danh Thanh, con nit c6 dao danh la Hueong. Dén luot
vi Gido Tong khic (sau ditc Ly Thai Bach) méi ding dao danh tuong
ng nhu Dao cho chitc sic nam va Tam cho chifc sic nit. Digu nay chi la
dé dénh d4u mot vi Gido Tong dwong nhiém, khong c6 mét sy khac biét
nao khdc hon. Nhimg dao danh nay do dic Cao Dai chi day trong mot
bai Thanh Ngon tif tuyét!.

t Xin xem Lich SO Bgo Cao Pai - phiin Phé DS coa Pdng Tan

200



C.64 Taisao nam 1954 ong Pham Cong Tdc viéng Nam Vang va éng

dd duoc Sihanouk tiép don nhu mét lanh tu ton gigo. Nhung
khi ong Tdc luu vong qua Cao Mién 1956 ong da bi phdi nop
don ty nan chinh tri nhu mét thuong ddn va khong duoc coi

nhw mét vi lanh tu tén gido nita?

Pay la su that. Nguoi thap ting 6ng Pham Cong Tac hic bdy gid
12 6ng Ho6 T4n Khoa véi chitic Bao Pao da cho biét ban dau 6ng Pham
Céng Tdc muén 6ng Sihanouk c6 thdi d6 nhu truée, nhung 6ng Khoa
can ngan 6ng Tdc va xin 6ng T4c hiy tu xem minh 1a thudng dan ty nan
chinh tri. Va Sihanouk vin giif thi d6 nhu thé cho dén khi 6ng Téc lam
bénh va chét sau mot nam rudi ban than bat toai. Hién ngéi mo ciia 6ng
con nim trén dit Cao Mién, khong biét da dem vé Tay Ninh dugc chua.

C.65 Tin do Cao Dai ddnh gid thé nao vé dao Tit én hiéu nghia, dao
tho ong ba, dao non, dao nam, dao noi? Ho thuong thuyét gidng
rdng ngay Héi Long Hoa Hoi da gén ké dé bdo ddm cho su ciru
thé?

Theo Cao Dai gido thi cic dao nay chi 12 sin phdm ctia nhon duc
ma ra khong phai tir céc dang Thiéng Liéng cao trdi & cdi V6 Hinh. Cac
16n gido nhu ti¥ 4n hi€u nghia, dao thy 6ng ba thi con c6 thé coi nhu
nhitng tin ngudng nhan gian binh thudng chi con dao non, dao nim, dao
n6i thi d6 12 nhitng ta gido do mé tin ma ra. Nhiing thuyét giang clia ho
vé Long Hoa Hoi chi ]a trd mé hoac s6 ngudi nhe da mé tin ma thoi.
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C.66 Hoi Van Héa Cao Pai chinh thitc hoat dong tir thang 10 nam
1968 c6 vai tro nhu thé nao?

Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai dugc nhém khéi va cong khai hoat dong tai
mién Nam Viét Nam tir nam 1968 da do sur két hop clia mot nhém cong
tw chifc va sinh vién Cao Dai thudc cdc phan khoa dai hoc Sai gon.
Ngudi khdi xuéng 1a Dong Tan. Héi di duge hau hét cic chi phdi 16n
trong dao nhu : Bén Tre, T4y Ninh, Truyén Gido va Chi€u Minh V6 Vi
c6 van tho cho phép va hoan nghénh. Hoi gom m@t Ban Diéu Hanh gom
mot chu tich, hai phé chii tich va s4u ty vién di c6 dé don lén xin phép
chinh quyén mién Nam nhung khong c6 s dép img. Chi truong ctia Hoi
1a tim lai cdc cong trinh khai sdng nén Pao noi cic vi lanh tu, khéng
phan biét chi phdi va gay su doan két nhét tri cho toan Dao khong phan
biét nam ni, gido phan. Hoi da mé céc cuoc thuyét trinh va hoat dong tai
Sai Gon, md cic cudc thuyét trinh tai cic Thanh That qua cic vi tri thic
dai hoc c6 cam tinh v6i hoi duong thoi. Cung lic gi6i tri thic quéc t&, tir
My nhu Thomas Dutton (ky gia), Victor Oliver (muyc su - nhan ching
hoc New York), tir Anh nhu Jeremy Davidson (gido su tién si dai hoc
Luan Don) da c6 dén Viet Nam trong sit mang tim hiéu vé dao Cao Dai

trong thdi gian dai. Va ho da mé cic cudc thuyét trinh n6i bo dé cic vi
202



Tene Fiénw Dao Cao Dac
ay hoi thao véi hoi vé céc tai liéu nghién ctu. Két qua cdc cudc hoi dam
nay da gay ti€ng vang khong it trong quan chiing Cao Dai. Ciing nho cé
su tiép xic v6i cdc nha nghién citu quéc t€ nay ma nén chanh phdp dao
Cao Dai duoc hiéu mot cdch chinh x4c, x6a di tinh cdch danh quyén doc
ton ctia chi phdi, tu nhan minh da 1am nén méi Pao, nhung thuc chét chi
1am sai lac chon truyén va hoen 6 m6i Pao qua nhitng thi doan da timg
dugc dang tai trén bédo chi thoi bay gid ma cic nha trf thic khong ai
khong biét. Mot sy sdp dat hién nhién ciia V6 Hinh khién cho hoi da
huéng din nhiing hoc gia d6 ti€p xiic tryc ti€p v6i phin V6 Vi (qua dan
Long Hoa, d4o Phi Qudc) va dén tan cdc Hoi Thanh (Tay Ninh, Bén
Tre, Truyén Gido) dé tim hiéu tong chi cia nén Dao, nén c6 thé néi qua
d6 thé gidi da biét dugc thuc chat Cao Dai gido ma khong bi cd nhan hay
chi phéi nao ddm ty xung 12 trén truéc cd. Mot dieu ma Hoi Van Hoéa
Cao Dai chi trong 12 phai tim mot nén gido ly théng nhét cho nha Dao
ma c4c chi phai phai nhin nhan dé lam co s& cho su théng nhat toan bao,
nhumg s kién khong bié€t dén bao gi% méi thuc hién xong khi Hoi Van
Héa Cao Dai phai ngung hoat dong tir thang 5 nam 1975 dén nay. Du
sao, qua sy huéng dén truc ti€p ctia Hoi Van Héa Cao Dai, cic nha
nghién ctru quéc t€ di hiéu rd ban chét cla Cao Dai gido nén cho du céc
chi phdi mu6n ty xung minh lam nén mo6i Dao ciing khong lam sao bién

minh dugc.

C.67 Tai sao Lién Hoa Tong Hoi bi tan rd nam 19402

Lién Hoa Téng Hoi do nha tri thitc Nguyén Phan Long Jam Téng
trudng, hoat déng qua 12 hoi Long Van & khdp mign Nam (hoi Long
Van tht 8 & Da Ning Trung Viét). Tirnam 1936 dén 1940 thi khéng con
hoat dong kéu goi su thong nhét nén Dao nifa. Ly do chinh quyén Phdp
dang ric rdi vi nuéc Phdp bi Ditc chiém (th€ chién thit hai) va khong
ngin ngai dan 4p da man phong trao Cao Dai tai Viét Nam dé ranh tay lo
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cho t6 quéc minh. Do d6, hau hét cic chi phdi khong con lanh tu, cic vi
4y hoac bi bat bé tu day, hoac bi quén thiic; c4c thanh that bi niém bé,
tinh trang nha Pao hoan toan bi khing bé diéu ditng. Vi cé d6 nén Lién
Hoa Téng Hoéi danh b6 tay va chiu sy dan 4p cla thuc dan Phdp. Thanh
Ngon cé bdo trudc tir 1937:

Lién Hoa vi hiép Dao ticng vong.
Lanh tu kham tai tho nan hbng!"*

C.68 Thé nao la phén hanh ciia Cao Pai Hiép Nhdt do 6ng Cao Triéu

Phdt thanh hinh ndm 1945, Cao Dai quy nhdt do qui éng Lé

Kim Ty va Bui Vdan Nhan thanh ldp ndm 1946, va cia Tién

Thién la gi?

Nhimg nam 1945, 1946 nuéc Viet Nam trai qua mot thoi k¥ den
t6i, phan do ngoai xam, phan do c4c ding phéi tranh gianh thé luc, qui
ong Cao Triéu Phdt, Lé Kim Ty, Tran Van Nhan v6n 13 chic sic 16n ciia
phédi Minh Chon Dao va Tién Thién, da c6 tdm han gén sy chia ré trong
ndi bo nha Dao dé€ tranh nhimg méi nguy diét vong, nhung céc t6 chitc
nay chi la du am ctia mot su kéu goi ngoai sa mac vi ching bao lau thoi
cudc chién loan da huay hoai né di.

C.69 Cudc vdin dong théng nhdt vao khodng ndm 35 - 36 do 6ng Trén
Van Qué c6 phdi la cuéc vin dong déu tién khong?

Tirnam 1936, 6ng Tran Van Qué di khoi Xudéng su qui nhat dau
tién clia nén Pao qua Cao DPai Dai Pao Lién Doan, sau tr¢ thanh Lién
Hoa Téng Hoi do 6ng Nguyén Phan Long Iam Tong trudng, sy that qua
¢6 nhu vay.

t Xin xem Lich S0 Bgo Cao Dai - phiin Phd B4 cla Bdng Tan xudt ban ném 1972
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C.70 Cé6 bao nhiéu tin dd Cao Dai biét ldp khong theo chi phdi nao?

K& ra thi hiu hét cdc tin d6 Cao Dai déu qui tu quanh mot chi phai
hay mé6t nhém biét 14p, hay da phat xudt tir chi phdi ma ra, hodc do chi
phéi ma thanh. R4t it ngudi ding riéng I€, s6 nay khong boc 10 16 rét nén
rat khé biét duoc.

C.71 Ban Kiém Duyét Kinh Sach hay ban Dao St con hoat dong hay
khong?
CAc ban ndy da c6 truéc nam 1975 noi phéi Tay Ninh, nhung dén
nay thi hu nhu khong con vi khong c6 ngudi phu trich. Xin hdi nguoi
phdi Tay Ninh cho ro.

C.72 Muén lén nhitng chitc phdm lén hon thi phdi lam gi:
e tirChdnh Tri Su. '
o tir Chic Viéc.
e rlLéSt
e tir Lé Sanh, Gido Hitu, Gido Su?
Trong Cao Dai gi4o thi mudn 1én mot chite phdm cao hon d€ tr&
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thanh chitc sic thi phai bat dau tir L& Sanh. Chanh Tri Su, Lé Si, Chiic
Viéc thi dugc bau 1én ¢ nhitng chiic vu lién hé, nhung khong phai 12 chitc
sic.

C.73 C6 phdi trong nhitng nam déu Pai Pao, viéc thing dat phdm vi
dé dang hon va thuong la do cdc budi dan co, nhitng cd nhdn
dugc dé bat vao hang thién phong khong phdi trdi qua nhiéu
ndm hanh dao?

Trong dao Cao Dai, cdc chiic phdm duong quyeén s& dugc biu vio
gido phdm cao hon cit 5 nam 1 [an. Nhimng viéc nay dugc ché giam khi
c6 dan co. On Trén phong phdm cho ngudi nao thi t4t nhién ngudi dy giit
chitc phdm cita minh, khong kh4c gi nhimg ngudi dugc bau len bai quan
niém : § ngudi hop lai 12 y Trdi. Nhimg nam diu khai dao thuong cé hién
tuong nay xay ra; ngudi duoc co biit phong goi 1a Thién Phong.

C.74 Cé6 phdi trong nhimg cuéc chuyén tro, én uéng va nhimg tiép
xtic hang ngay, nguoi Cao Pai Tdy Ninh xung ho bang phdam vi
voi nhau?

Diéu nay rdt duoc t6n trong & phai Tay Ninh.

C.75 C6 phdi moi tin d6 Tdy Ninh déu phdi c6 trach nhiém déng gop
5 ngay cong qud méi nam cho thénh that, titng ngay riéng hay
lién tuc?

Ditu nay xin héi ngudi Tay Ninh.

C.76 Véitu cach mot thong tin vién ngoai quéc bén canh chinh phu
Cong Hoa Xd Héi Chi Nghia Viét Nam tix cuéi thap nién 1980
cho dén nay, téi muon héi ong tai sao ti truéce khi con chién
tranh, chinh phi muoén théng nhit dao Cao Pai, dén khi hét
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chién tranh (1975), chinh phu lai khéng muén nita va cho dén
hién nay(1994), chinh phu lai muén théng nhirt dao Cao Pai?

Day 12 mot van dé chinh tri t6i khong thich va khéng muén dé cap
dén, nhung nhiing gi ma chinh pht nay muén 1am d6i véi dao Cao Pai
t6i déu biét rat rd. Nha nudc nay von 1a cong cu cla dé tam quéc té do
hai th€ luc trudc day 1a Lién X6 (do Lenin) va Trung Cong (do Mao
Trach Déng) véi chi truong gay han thi va triét tiéu tt ca nhitng phan
dong luc dit di dén tir dau. Do d6, nhiing ngudi cong san Viét Nam v6n
manh nha tir thap nién 1930 di c6 nhitng thii doan thanh toén c4c thanh
phin yéu nuéc nhu Viét Nam Quéc Dan Dang hay nhém Dong Du véi
Cu Phan B6i Chau, dong thdi v6i chi trurong vo than ho khong tha céc
t6n gido ma luc luong chinh 1a Cao Dai gido dang banh truéng tai mién
Nam Viét Nam. Cho nén, tir ndm 1945 du6i phong trao chong Phép,
ngudi dan Viét Nam dang t6 chifc cudc khéng chién thi cong sin da tim
cdch muu hai c4c 1anh tu Cao Dai mic dii nhiing vi nay cling dé timg vao
ti ra t6i chung canh day ai v6i ho du6i 4ch thuc dan Phép. Nhan co hoi
Nhat d4u hang dong minh, cong sén dé tam dudi danh hiu Viét Minh da
tir bién gi6i Viét-Tau ra linh cho thudc ha khép noi trong nudc thuc thi
mot linh bi mat tir V& Nguyeén Gidp "Cao Dai tan sat", khién hang van
tin d6 Cao Dai phai chiu dit moi hinh thiic tham sit, nh4t 13 tai Quang
Ngai c6 dén 5000 dao hitu phai hy sinh chi vi mang danh tin do Cao Dai,
ciing nhu c4c tinh mién Nam dau dau ciing nhin thdy canh céc tin hitu
Cao Dai phai chiu moi diéu ding con hon trong thoi Phdp thudc: mot
mat céc chia tht bi ph4 hoai, mot mat tin hira phai bi canh tang thuong
chét chée hai hiing. Tuy vay, khi Viét Minh 1ap chién khu tai Pong Thép
Mudi, ho loi dung céc tin do nhe da theo ho dé thanh hinh cdi goi 1a Cao
Pai Duy Nhat dé dé dang kiém so4t va khing b6 nén Pao. Pau long
truéc canh dao do bi thim hai, 6ng Cao Triéu Phat v6n 1a 1anh tu cia
Minh Chon Dao phai gia nhap mat tran khéng chién dé c6 thé can thiép
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vao nhimg viéc nay ma thé6i. Dii sao cdi danh nghia ngudi Cao Pai ciing
l1a mot thanh phan khang chién cé loi cho ho dii chi trén danh tir. Mai
cho dén 1975, khi toan bo mién Nam Viét Nam do chinh phu nay kiém
sodt thi tin d6 Cao Dai van con dugc xem la thanh phin phan dong cia
chinh pht, nén nhiéu bién phép ly gin, chia r&, co lap timg dia phuong
v6i muc dich 1am cho nén Dao tiéu hao ma sé& tu diét, bdi tdn trd tham
hai ngay truéc khong c6 két qua vi ngudi tin do tuy bi khiing b6 giét hai
nhung vén khong nuéi thi han, nhe ho quan niém rang ngudi ton gido
ma con dung nhimg phuong luoc sit mau khong phai véi muc dich hy
sinh ding nghia thi déu lam diéu sai trai d6i v6i ditc hdo sinh clia Thuong
D€, va chi cho d6 12 mét cudc khao thi 16n lao ma vin gitlf tron mifc tin
ngudng, cling do dé mic tu hoc cang thém tinh ti€n. S& di nhu thé 1a vi
ngudi tin hiru Cao Dai tin tudng vao céi nguyén 1y "thuan Thién gia tén,
nghich Thién gid vong" va c4i dao 1y nhan qua ma con ngudi phai chiu.
Nhung d6i v6i chinh phi ho vin lo ngai mot hién tuong bat ngd phan
dong lyc xdy ra. Ng6i Biru Thép ciia nha hién triét Huynh Ngoc Trac
(vira tir trai an trf cia Phép vé trong chuyén hanh dao tai Quang Ngii vao
8/1945 da bi st hai ciing véi doan tiy ting tai Nghia Hanh) vén da dugc
khanh thanh nam1956 d3 bi c4n bo cong san triét ha 1975 vin con ddu
tich tai d6. Ngoi B4t Quai Do Thién vén da duoc qui dao tam Minh
Chon Dao thanh hinh truéc 1945 thi dén 1946 ciing bi can b6 cong san
giat sap con nim chénh hénh tai Ha Tién. Cho dén dij ky niém noi dic
Ng6 Minh Chiéu th4y Thién nhan duogc x4y nam 1971 tai Phd Quéc véi
su ching Kién ctia Jeremy Davidson, gido su tién si vién dai hoc Luan
Don trong chuyén du khao hanh huong tai d6 ciing da bj can bo cong san
ra linh triét ha nam 1980 dé chi con 1 noi hoang phé. Thanh that Cim
Pha & sudn nii mé than Hon Gai (Quang Ninh, Bic Viét) tir truéc 1950
do ngét 300 dao hiru da gay dung, sau 1954 chi con tro lai bén vach
tuong chi vi chinh sich ha khic dé tieu diét ton gido cho dén nay (1994)

vén con nguyen tai day. D6 1a nhimg chitng tich cho thdy néi nhén nhuc
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trong tam kham ngudi tin hiru Cao Dai khap Nam, Trung, Bic Viét
Nam... Cho nén ngay nay, vi moi bién phép triét tiéu tin ngudng bat
thanh, chinh phu chi con c6 cich ton gido van. Tur thoi Phép thuéc khi
Thién Chiia gido va Phat gido duogc ty do thi ngudi tin d6 Cao Dai da bi
canh chiia bé th4t niém anh t em t6i, nhung ho van khong hé khuit
phuc truéc bao quyén thi chinh phu dé tam quéc t€ git day phai tim moi
céch dé triét ha... D6 1 cach don ho lai ma danh tir hoa my 1a th6ng nhiit
v6i nhitng t& cam két goi 12 hién chuong trong d6 ¢6 dieu khoéan "...phai
tudn y luat 1 nha nuéc xi hoi chi nghia..." va 1€ t4t nhién néu khong thi
nha nuéc s& c6 bién phap git gao ma ho goi 1a "pham luat hinh su”. Tha
thuat ciia nha nu6c hién nay d6i véi dao Cao Dai ching t6i khong la gi
nita. C6 mot diéu nha nudc quén ring dao 1y 1a ngudn sOng cua con
ngudi ma néu khéng biét dieu d6 thi hau quaé s& t6i dau? Bai hoc & Lién
X6 duéi thoi c4ch mang vo san chuyén chinh suét 70 nam qua dén nay
nhu thé nao chéc chiing ta ciing thira biét.
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HA NOI NGAY 22 THANG 5 NAM 1995
KINH GOI ONG TRAN THAI CHAN
Thua éng Gido su Tran Th4i Chan than mén!

Dau tién t6i xin cim on mot I4n nita Gido Su di danh thoi gian giai d4p
nhitng thic mic cia t6i vé dao Cao Dai. Nhiing cau tra 15i cia Gido Su v& lich
sirva gido 1y dao Cao Dai di va dang gitip t6i rat nhigu trong viéc md rong kién
thic vé Dao. Digu nay hét sic quan trong déi véi qué trinh soan thao cuén sich
cla t6i vé dao Cao Dai. T4t nhién t6ng s6 cau hoi, thic méc ciia toi lien quan
dao Cao Dai vuogt xa mic 76 cau hoéi toi da gdi dén Gido Su, n€u dugc dat tat ca
cau héi, thi tong s6 c6 thé 1én vai tram hoac nhiéu hon, Nhung ma t6i sg 1am
phién va mét thdi gi cia Gido Sur qud nhitu, nén khoéng dam géi cau hoi them
nifa. Vi vdy t6i xin phép vé sau, c6 thé dén cu6i nam nay, goi dén gido sur cudn
sdch clia 16 d€ biét nhimg ¥ kién phé phén ciia Gido Sur.

Hai cu6n sich ma Gido Su da tang toi a "Lich sir Cao Dai" phan Phé Do
va Vo Vi thi truée day t6i chi duge bist qua cic tdc gia trich din. Va quyén
"Tong Quan Cao Dai Gido" t6i dugc doc Ian dau tién. Ba cubn sich nay theo
t0i, phan anh tinh chat séng dong cia Dao, cc cong trinh nghién citu cia Gido
Su da gép phan rit to 16n vao cong cudc tim hiu dao Cao Dai.

Hién nay, nhur vai ba thap ky truéc day, c6 thé néi ring dao Cao Pai
chua dugc nhitu ngudi trong nudc va ngoai quéc hi€u mot céch diing d4n va
toan dién. Biing cu6n sich dang duoc soan, t6i mong mu6n gép phan nhé bé
nham hoc gia nuéc ngoai biét them ve dao Cao Dai. T6i mong riing trong tuong
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lai 161 s& ¢ diéu kién trao d6i ¥ kién véi Gido Su.

Rat ti€c, trude day t6i khong lién lac véi Gido Su mac du trén bia
cudn "Tim Hiéu Pao Cao Dai" ¢6 in dia chi 174 Nguyén Duy nhung t6i
khong biét riing dia chi ndy con gid tri. Nhung muon con hon khong.

Nhan dip ndy, t6i xin géi nhiing 15i chao chan thanh dén 6ng Tran
Hudmg. T6i ciing xin gi dén Gido Su vai ba anh dé lam ky niém.
Xin nhan 1ong chan thanh ton kinh va cim on cia phu nhan va toi.

S. BLAGOV
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Ha N¢i, ngay 8 thdng 8 nim 1995
Kinh Gdi 6ng Tran Th4i Chan
Thua 6ng Gido Su Tran Thai Chan thin mén!

Khi t6i nhin dugc thu clia Gido su va biét 6ng bi bénh 4p huyét cao phai
nhap vién thi t6i 1dy 1am lo lang. May thay, Gido su di khéi bénh, t6i kinh chiic
Gido su phuc hdi sttc khoé nhim c6 kha ning tiép tuc thuc hién st ménh cao ca
ctia 6ng 1a tim hiéu ve c6i ngudn chan 1y dao Cao Dai.

Nhing 15 ma Gido su da chon khi viét bifc thu néi trén t6i thdy rat la
diing. N&u néi ve ban than t6i, thi cong trinh nghién citu chia toi that vo tu: ngoai
viéc tim hi€u vé van héa va gido Iy ra, khéng c6 muc dich ndo khic. T6i cho
rang tim ki€m chén Iy mot céch vo tu 1a mét ditu quan trong trong didu kién
hién nay khi nhan loai coi trong gid trj v4t chat, ma it quan tam dén nhiing gii
tri tinh than. Dieu nay c6 ¥ nghia ddng ké d6i véi viéc xay dung moét trao Iuu tu
tuéng mé6i ma Gido su di néu lén.

Toiridt cdm on Gido su sin sang givip t6i gidi ddp nhiing thic mic ve dao
Cao Dai. Nhung ma t6i vin khéng dim 1am mat thi gio cla Gido su qu4 nhidu,
nhdt 1a sau khi 6ng nga bénh. Vi vay cho nén t6i xin hoi ¥ ki€n cia Gido su ve
ba ndi dung sau day:
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1. Tinh chat hoa giai cia dao Cao Dai, theo Gido su, c6 ¥ nghia gi trong
diéu kién th€ gidi hién nay ma xung dot ton gido-dan toc ngay cang
nhiéu?

2. Xin néi vai 16i vé y nghia ctia Kinh Dai Thira Chon gido d6i véi dao Cao

Dai néi chung ciing nhu d6i véi phan Vo6 Vi néi riéng.
3. D6i véi Cao Dai gido vi tru quan hay nhan sinh quan 1a quan trong han?

Nhur toi viét [an trude, t6i c6 ging dén cubi nam nay gdi dén Gido Su
cu6n sach clia toi dé biét nhitng ¥ kién phé phan cia Gido su. Vao dau thang 8,
phu nhan va t6i s& vé Matxcova nghi phép khoang mot thang, sau d6 quay lai
Ha Noi. Ba cuén sdch ma Gido surda tang t6i 1a "Lich Str Cao Dai" phan Phé D6
va phan Vo6 Vi, va quyén "T6ng Quan Cao Dai Gido" 6 mudén mang vé nudc
dé nhiing ngudi dang quan tam c6 dieu kién tham khao. T4t nhién, dat nudc
Lien Bang Nga ctia t6i hién nay dang qua mot giai doan lich sir phifc tap, gi6i
dai hoc Nga phai chiu nhiéu kh6 khan. Nhung & Métxcova vén cdon mot trung
tam nghién cfu vé lich sir va van hoc Viét Nam thudc trudng dai hoc Téng Hop.
t6i cho ring ba cuén sach nay s& gép phan thi€t thyc nham lam 6 cho gi6i dai
hoc Nga biét tinh chat dao Cao Pbai.

Toi mong ring trong tuong lai toi s€ 6 dizu kién dugc gap va trao d6i
véi Gio su. Dén cu6i nam nay t6i s& c6 géng dén t/p HCM, niumg rat tic, dieu
nay khong phai 1a hoan toan phu thudc vao toi.

Vo thdng 6,thdng 7 vira qua cp trén Hang thong t4n cuia ching t6i giao
cho t6i di cong tac ba nuéc Lao, Thai Lan va Mién Dién (Myanmar). Khi ¢
thanh phé Yangon t0i da ching ki€én mot sy kién lich sur vé d4t nuéc nay la
chinh pht tra tu do cho ba Aung San Suu Kyi, nha lanh dao cia phe d6i 13p.
Nhan dip nay, t6i xin gii dén Gido sur vai ba anh dé 1am ky niém.

Xin nhan mot Ian nita 1dong chan thanh ton kinh va cam on cta phu nhén

va 16i. Xin chiic Gido su stic khoé.

S. BLAGOV
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Sai Gon ngay 15-8-1995
Kinh gai 6ng S. Blagov,

Nhan dugc thu 6ng dé ngay 8-8-95, t6i vé ciing hoan hi mac di dang
dudng bénh chua hét. Nhimg diéu ong da trinh bay trén bic thu 1am cho t6i
khong khoi cam dong trudc nhiét tinh ctia mét thanh nién day hao khi trong
hoan canh xuéng cp clia toan thé nhan loai vé moi mat di van trong sic thai
van minh. Niém tam sy ctia ban phai chang 1 niem rao ruc chung cdia cing mot
the hé dang muén vuon minh lén dé xay dung lai mot céi gi tot dep khong chi
riéng cho minh ma cho toan dai cudc xa hoi. T6i mot ngudi khong may lan hup
vao nhimg canh huéng dau thuong chung cla thé gi¢i ma tir tran chién thé giGi
thit I, thit IT cho dén bay gi¥ vin chua thodt khoi ndi lo au cta mot dai cudc sdp
vao th€’ky 21. Ma khong lo au sao dugc? Béi dit trong linh vyc qudc gia nao, ai
ai cling phai nhin nh4n 1a minh dang s6ng trong mét canh nam chau chung chg,
bon bién chung nha thi ty nhién phai y thic dugc rang minh 1a c6ng dan cla theé
gidi c6 bbn phan chia xé néi khé chung cia toan nhan loai. Cai canh tang
thuong loan lac & moi géc trai A, Phi, Au, M§... da duge dién xu4t trén man anh
cho toan thé giGi bi€t. Ngudi ta khong khoi ring minh thdy canh dé nat ctia moi
noi ma nhan bi€t nan nhan khéng phai do mot ngudi, mot nhém ngudi ma da do
nhitng thanh ki€n k¥ thi nam nit, mau da, giai cdp, giau ngheo, ta, ngudi, cubng
vong cuc doan tich lidy tir ngudn phét xuat do nhimg thanh kién ton gido, chiing
toc da in sau trong d4u 6¢ cha mot s6 ngudi ma cho du sitc manh cda Lién Hiep
Qudc cling danh bé tay, hudng chi la timg quéc gia riéng r&, néu khong 1a pham
nhan cua nhing cugc dé v 4y, thi ciing phai danh bt luc ngdi ma nhin canh
odi am trudc mat. Ban va t6i hén 1a mot trong s6 nhitng ngudi 4y nén ta can tim
hi€u nguyén do can bénh cta xa hoi the gidi loai ngudi ngay nay.
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Phai néi riing con ngudi ngay nay da coi thudng céi nhan tinh cia minh,

cit chay theo cdi bé ngoai ma quén di minh 1a mét tiéu thién dia, dau doi troi,
chan dap dat, cé sit ménh thiéng liéng 1am cho vii tru lruc‘ﬁng ton. Boi néu khong
c6 loai ngudi trén mat dat nay thi s khong c6 gi tat ca. Cdi 1€ doan cia xa hoi
thé gi6i ngay nay khong phai hom nay chiing ta méi nhan bi€t ma tin hiru Cao
Dai chiing t6i di dugc cic dang Vo6 Hinh day db dé biét nhitng dieu d6 tir thap
nién 1920. Thénh Ngon Cao Dai nhan nhan dugc tuyén tap tir 1926 da cho thdy
rd nan ky thi, nan cyc doan cia ton gido chiing toc do tri 6c pham phu cta con
ngudi tao ra 1a du méi clia can binh thdi dai, khong k€ nan dau déc, nan cudng
tin do cdc hé phdi tw tudng xua dé lai 1am cho khong it ngudi 1a nan nhan clia
cuc dién thé gidi ngay nay. Cho nén cu héi thit nhut cia ban di dé ra ding 1a
mot van dé thdi thugng ma 14 bai hoa gii cua dao Cao Dai chua ¢6 co hoi dé
dugc pho truong tic dung clia né trong quang dai quan ching. Mot ton gido
muén xtng dang dia vi clia n6 thi phai dat tinh thuong trén hét. Boi néu tu xung
minh 12 ton gido ma con tinh chét k¥ thi, bao luc thi ty phan lai tinh ch4t dé6 roi,
khong con goi 12 ton gido dugc nita. Nhimg ton gido xua con mang tinh chat
thanh chién ciia thoi dai cdc gido chi d€ ngang nhién cha dap lén quyén lgi cua
céc quéc gia thi chi 12 1& doan ciia pham tuc, khong phai 12 Than Thénh noi céc
gido chii da c6. Cha nghia vo than véi mé gido diéu doc ton ciing nhu cdc nhém
t6 chifc tu xung 12 ton gido ngay nay vi chiéu bai chan ly t6i thuong dé gay su
chét chéc cho mot s6 ngudi da dién ra nhan nhan trén th€ gidGi, phai néi d6 1a
nhiing trd ma qui khong phéi 1a Than Thanh. Dang Gido Chu Cao Dai vén 1a
ng6i Chia té Can Khon vil tru (cling goi 12 Tam Linh Vi Truy) ty xung minh la
THAY vira 12 CHA ciia nhan loai sanh chiing - vOn di khong phai 1a nhitng than
pham xdc tyc nhu cic Gido Cht truéc mang mau sic dia phuong nhat dinh - nén
sy gido héa clia Ngai khong mang mot tinh chét han hep 1anh th6 nao, do d6
dudng 16i ciru thé ciia Ngai khong mang nang tinh chét k¥ thi dia phuong ma
bao quét ci Can Khon thé gidi. Cho nén ngudi tin hitu Cao Dai ching t6i rdt dau
1ong trudc canh chién tranh tao loan hoac bao lyc dan dp du bét i noi dau trén
thé gi6i. Dic Cao Dai di day nhing bai hoc vi tha vong ky d€ moi ngudi c6 mot
y chi tu do, ty minh trach nhiém 14y cudc ddi ciia minh ma khong thé d6 18i cho
ké khdc, dong thoi y thiic cai thién clia con ngudi ciing boc 16 hon trude bai
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trinh d§ tv duy phan Ung d6i véi thim trang chung khong thé can cit theo
nhimng thanh ki€n tv ky ma can ngan su ti€n héa cla con ngudi. Cho nén cuc
dién th€ gidi ngay nay 1a do nhan loai ma ra tir ton gido, chinh tri, khoa hoc, van
chuong, hé t6t thi dugc hudng, ma x4u thi phai ty nhan 14y két qua viéc minh da
lam. L& cong binh xua nay vin thé€. Bau trdi tir nghin xua, mat d4t tir buéi ban so
da 1a noi dung ting cho muon loai van vat véi nép séng c6 hitu cia mébi loai,
ngay nay chinh ty con ngudi da pha hily cuoc séng thién nhién d6, nhu da tao
nén 6 nhiém moi trudng ma ca thé gi6i déu nhan thay tai hai ciia né. Nén Chanh
Phép dugc khai sinh tai nuée Viet Nam da am hiéu moi vdn dé tir khi ditc Cao
Dai gidng hién 1926, nhung vi thdi cudc tir by nhin nay khong cho phép ngudi
tin hiru Cao Dai néi 1én ti€ng néi trung thuc hda binh dé thic tinh moi gidi loai
nguoi, trén con dudng tu hoc trd veé ban nang 16i thugng ctia hg v6n 12 m6t nhan
than ti€u thién dia cht khong phai 1a mot xi bi nang phai chiu kh6 nhu Phat hay
bi chiu t9i t6 tong nhu ngudi Thién Chida. N&u moi ngudi gidc ng6 ding dia vi
ctia minh nhu vay thi mot nén hoa binh thinh vugng cla thé gidi c6 xa la gi dau,
phai thé khong ban?

Cau hoi thit hai vé quyén Pai Thira Chon Gido: day 1a quyén Théanh
Ngén phit xuat Trude Ti€t Tang Tho khi noi nay bt dau trg thanh mét ngoi
Dan V6 Vi tit moét Thanh That Phé Do. Dbng tir pho co céc bai Thanh Gido nay
la 6ng Lién Hoa g6c 12 mot dong tir bén Phé Do, xudt than tr Truéc Ly Minh
Dai 1a mo6t Thanh that thuoe phdi Tién Thién (Phé D(}). Khi in thanh sach, cuén
kinh nay dugc dich ra tiéng Phép du6i thoi Phép thuéc, da dugc phé bién trong
quang dai tin hiru tri thifc nén duge xem nhur ¢6 gié tri chung cho ci hai phan Vo
Vi va Phé Do.

Bén V6 Vi thi xem nhu mét cuén kinh ky niém c6 su gidng day cia cac
béac Dai Gidc da tu Vo Vi cép I, nhung cdc mon de Vo Vi khong xem nhu 12
mot cudn kinh c6 tinh c4ch nhat tung ma chi xem nhur quyén Kinh Thich Uhg
cho ngudi tu hoc phai tin theo ma khong phai 12 chanh phap duoc tam truyén dé
mdi ngudi phai cong phu tinh luyén tif thoi hing ngay. Dieu nay chi do nguwi
~ chi kiéu (ngudi truyén phép) khdu khdu tam truyén ma thoi.

Bén phan Phé D6 thi da s6 tin hitu thudng xuyén hoc hdi cuén Thanh
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Ngo6n Hiép Tuyén.

Tuy nhién riéng nhan xét cla t6i thi hai cuén kinh nay (Thdnh Ngoén
hiép Tuyén, Dai Thira Chon gido) ban truyén nhimg phan gido 1y phu giai nhau
lam sdng t6 nén chanh phép Cao Dai khong it, ¢6 thé xem nhu phan chénh y&u
déu do hai quyén kinh nay ma ra nhung khong khoi ¢6 nhiing nhon dién do
dong tir anh hudng céc nén gido 1y khdc nhu Phat gido va Thong Thién Hoc.

Cau thit ba: vé cau hdi thit ba thi trong sach Téng Quan Cao Dai Gido t6i
c6 néu hai phan Vi Tru Quan va Nhan Sinh Quan cia dao Cao Dai. D6 1a sy
tim hiéu ctia mot tin hitu dé 1am 15 nén gido 1y Cao Dai c6 mot khai niém bao
quit ciia t6ng thé v try trong d6 c6 nhan sinh van vat. Béi the, tir mét v try
quan rong mé bao la khdp ci bau khong gian bao quat trong d6 ¢6 the gidi sinh
v4t ma dia ciu nay 12 noi tich lily nhitng ngudn s6ng thién nhién tir Tao Hoéa
ban cho theo mot trat tir dién bién rd rét khong phai mot sy phong dodn mo ho
nhu céc thuyét gia xua nay da de ra. Toi phai néi thé vi di nhin dudi khia canh
vil try hay nhan sinh thi mot sinh vat séng bt ké hang nio ciing phai gobm hai
yéu t6 tam linh va vat thé khong thé thi€u di mot. Béi the 14y kh6i 6¢ va nhan
quan ma nhin v try thi chi 12 c4i nhin phién di¢n cia vat thé. Lam sao phai digu
dong dugc bing céi nhin tam linh qua vat thé thi méi thdy dugc cudc song
chung ctia vii tru. Ban cf tim hiéu cu6c doi cia cdc nha khoa hoc chan chinh
nhu Pasteur, Newton, Einstein méi thdy ro digu d6. Cho nén hai phan Vi Tru
quan va Nhan Sinh quan ciia Cao Dai gido la hai biéu hién clia chan tuéng cia
Vi Tru phai dugc nha quan sit nhin ky tir xa dén gan hojc tir gan dén xa méi
thdy dugc. N6i cdch khic, day 1a phan thé hién chan Iy cha Vi Tru phét hi¢n hai
chieu cia n6 khong thé thi€u di mot. Chic ban ciing nhén thdy nhu thé sau khi
xem tac phdm ciia toi roi chu gi?

Biic thu nay ciing 12 phan gidi ddp ba cau hoi sau ciing ciia ban da ket
thiic qua dong dai. Toi da cho in bng vi tinh 76 cau hdi trudc cha ban, rét may
ba cau hdi nay da dén kip thdi b6 sung cho quyén séch dugc thém phong phi tot
dep. Xin cam on long nhiét thanh ctia ban va phu nhén da chiéu c6 dén t6i va

xin kinh chiic hai vi moi su an lanh, hanh phiic.

pong Tan Tran Théi Chan
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PHU CHU 1

Al
A2

A3

A4

AS

NGUYEN VAN CAU HOI ANH NGU
ciia 6ng T.E. DUTTON

QUESTIONS ON CAODAISM
by T.E.DUTTON

What is the nature of Cao Pai, or God? Is God knowable or unknowable?
As a creature of God, what should be man'’s main goal on earth? What
is God's purpose in putting man in a physical world where there is great
suffering?

Is the soul of man eternal? If so, is it also always distinct or can it become
part of the Infinite, the Absolute, the Dao?

If God is perfect, and men existed in the state of primitive goodness in
the cycle of creation, what was the source of the evils and low desires
and karma which man accumulated?

What are the progressive steps in man’s liberation from the wheel of

reincarnation and karma?
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Ab

A7

A8

A9

Al0
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Al2

Al3

A l4
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Is the Caodaist heaven or nirvana, a place, a state of being, or extinction?

What elements of Confucianism does Caodaism accept and what
parts does it reject and why? As part of the Second Amnesty why did it
fail? '

Does Caodaism consider itself acosmic in the Indian tradition, or cosmic
in the Chinese tradition? Is the world in which we live real or a fleeting
illusion?

What parts of Taoism does Caodaism accept and reject? Why did Taoism
fail to save man in the Second Amnesty? Does Caodaism believe in

asceticism, and if so, to what extreme?

What are the essential differences between the Esoteric and the Exoteric

schools of the Caodaist thought? Which of the Caodai sects are esoteric
and which are exoteric?

As a religion and philosophy, does Caodaism believe in playing any
role in the political and economic life of man?

As aWesterner and a Protestant, I am very interested in Caodaism views

of Christianity. As part of the Second Amnesty, why did Christianity fail
to save man?

Christianity has incorporated from Judaism the belief that "without the
shedding of blood, there is no remission of sins". It was for this reason
that Jesus Christ (God) became man and died on the cross. He became
the Supreme sacrifice for man’s sins. Does Caodaism reject this method
of gaining freedom from sin and becoming " a son of God"? C. hristianity
also claims that Jesus Christ was resurrected from the grave and that in

this lies man's hope for immortality and eternal life. What should
Caodaism say to this?

Why does Caodaism claim, in its Third Amnesty that God now
revealshimself only through spiritism and no longer through physical
incarnation? As a spirit, how can Cao-Dai identify with and understand

man’s suffering in a physical world? How can he be relevant 1o us
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while we are struggling here?

There is a great deal of animism in traditional ‘Vietnamese religion
including the Worship of ancestors and the appeasement of evil spirits
and winds. What part of the tradition does Caodaism accept and what
does it reject?

What are the reasons why the Minh-chon-ly sect is no longer considered

genuine Caodaism?

Buddha claimed that to try and answer questions about the origin of the
universe and creation is unedifying because the only reality is that man
suffers and must be shown the path of escape. In putting forth its theories
on the cycles of history etc... how should Caodaism answer Buddha's

criticism?

What are the steps in becoming a convert or adept to Caodaism?
What qualifications must one meet to be a part of the esoteric school?
What is the Caodaist view of the spirit or occult world? Are there demons
or evil spirits as good spirits? Is there a prince of evil comparable to
Satan in the Christian view of things?

What are the Caodaist precepts or rules governing behaviours in the
family and society?

What is the one fundamental fact or article of faith which one must accept

if one wishes to be a Caodaist?
Is one’s personal salvation through the Caodaism an act of faith or a
path of discipline?
Is Caodai or God, a God of Love, a God of Justice? What are his
attributes?
What role did the forces of Yin and Yang, male and female play in
creation?
What attributes of Caodai does the ‘Divine Eye’ symbolize?
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A.27 Vietnamis a country in which various religions have played an important
role in political history. Why is Caodaism and its followers an enemy of
communism? Are there any statistics on the number of Caodai believers

and their strength in various provinces throughout Vietnam?
A.28 Was the Tay Ninh sect the only one with an army?

A.29 What role did the Caodaism play in the French-Vietminh war and the
World war II (Japan)?

A.30 What is the order (in history) in which the Caodai sects evolved?

A.31  What would you consider the most important dates in the development
of the Caodaism from its first revelation in 1919 to the present? Please
include the founding dates of all the sects.
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PHU CHU 2
NGUYEN VAN CAU HOI ANH NGU
cua ong JEREMY DAVIDSON
QUESTIONS ON CAODAISM
by JEREMY DAVIDSON

BO THU NHAT

B.l  Who is Nhién Ddng?

B.2  What number of important CP officials can, or if deceased, could trace
their origins back to Central VN?

B.3  Why is the appeal of the religion more limited in Central VN?

B4  What is the perisprit? This concept, first developed in India by Sri
Ramakrishna and expounded to the West by Annie Besant, is primarily
Theosophist, yet CD believers deny the influence of Theosophy. How is
this explained?

B.S As DDCD is a religion based on spiritualist communication, and in its

organisational structure the Hiép Thién Pai is the spiritual branch, does
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Tin
this make the Hiép Thién Dai the most important and powerful section

in the religion? Are all dignitaries of the HTD appointed by way of
messages from the corbeille a bec? Are all HTD officials mediums?

On 141411926 ditc Ng6 was appointed Pope by CP. He refused. How is
such a refusal of God viewed. How can it be countenanced by the faithful?
How is it explained and accepted? Did Ngoé communicate his refusal to
CD? If so, how?

How, if using the corbeille a bec, does one ask questions of the spirits?
Can one direct a question 1o a selected spirit?

Do Caodaists use the table frappante any longer? If not, when did its
use cease?

Ngo was incarnated as a spirit, and termed the "Master”, in a message
received at the Cao Minh Dan on 9/10/1933, by Ly Bach, Lao Tit and
Confucius. Confucius cannot, following all the texts of his social ethic,
be considered as a person concerned with the world of spirits. How,
therefore, is his presence accounted for, especially in such an important
message?

Ngé returns as a spirit after his death, presumably via the corbeille a
bec? Does he only manifest himself to the Chiéu Minh? Or onlytoVé Vi
cenacles?

In this Hpi Van Héa BDDCD, is the Minh chon ly represented? If not,
was it invited to join and attend?

What is the reasoning that determines that the soul of each man is
originally good? Why has it fallen from this state of grace?

What if any is the reward for faith in Cao Pai and the Jollowing of the
tenets of the religion?

According to Caodaism, this is the Third Alliance Jor the salvation of
Man. This implies a salvationist aspect to the religion. What

manifestations does this salvationist aspect assume? Is it a question of
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Jaith similar to the boddhisattvayana of Mahayana Buddhism, or the
slower method of selfcultivation?

If it is this slower method, or any system that requires time, given the
unhappy state of the world, it is conceivable that it may not succeed. Do
Caodaists concede the possibility of a Fourth Alliance?

Who is the spirit the Great Sage Equal to Heaven?

Is there any record of the appearance of Ly Bach in seances in the Chinese
temples utilised by the founding fathers of Caodaism prior to the first
visitation of Caodai himself?

What is the conception of Caodai? e.g. Is he male?

Lé van Trung was appointed Pope by Ly Bach. Tdc was elected? Does

this human election accord him the same status in the religion as Trung?

Can one accept the analysis that: Cao Dai represents Confucius, Tién
Ong represents Taoism, Dai B6 Tdt Ma Ha Tdt represents Buddhism?

”

Truong van Trang says :"Dao khai sang Tréi Dat, sanh van vdt v.v...
This is a specifically Taoist concept as found first in the Dao Diic Kinh,
in which however the Tao is not definable. But since Caodai is God,

therefore, Caodai is Tao. How is this explained?
Is the spirit V6 Sanh Ldo Mdu the mother of Buddha?

What part does the conceplt of the apocalypse play in Caodaism?

Is there any information available on the spirits manifested and or the
deities worshipped in the Chinese temples in which Caodaism was
revealed via the corbeille a bec? If so, what is it? Where are these
temples located? Do any still function today? If so, do they maintain
relations with any of the sects of Caodaism? Do or did any of them

venerate Tién Thién Pai Dao or Dao Nguyén?

There is an obviously Taoist element in the PPTKPD derivative, the
Tuyét Céc sect. How do Caodaists reconcile the consumption of cereals
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(including the drinking of beer, which is not defined as alcohol) with the
idea of Tuyét Céc?

How do they establish that beer is not alcohol? And how do they reconcile
abstinence from alcohol with the altar offerings of alcohol? And explain
away the statement that "alcohol is the breath” in the context of the
Tinh, Khi, Than (Tam bdo)?

The concepts of Tinh, Khi, Than are all found in early religious Taoism,
and are often connected with sexual practices for the advancement of
the individual spiritual development. Do any of the CD sects have similar
practices? If not, what? is the basis for the rumours once current about
such practices?

Are spirits invoked at seances, in an attempt to get a particular one to
appear? Or does one just appear?

Is there ever an ethereal manifestation or vision of the physical form of
a spirit at a seance?

Do the mediums ever speak the messages as they are being written down?

Are there ever messages received by means other than the corbeille a
bec?

Are any particular spirits apparently entrusted with the communication
of certain types of message or content of message? e.g. is any spirit most
common in the transmission of religious laws , rules of administrative
organisation, etc.?

Are any of the sects, previously or now in existence, particularly visited
by spirits that transmit messages of a certain import, e.g. esoteric,
exoteric, anti-colonial religious or administrative law messages? Do
any of the sects have a particular spirit that visits them rather than other
sects - a sort of benevolent guardian spirit?

Are the mediums’ functions in the Phé D¢ section the same as in the V6
Vi? Does each sect possess both types of medium, and incorporate both
sections? Are mediums especially selected by the spirits for each seance?
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What is the purpose of having 5 people active at each seance? What are
the functions of the 2 mediums, the master of ceremonies, the recorder,
and the reader? Must all be receptive mediums? If the spirits reject one
of these, as happened to Sdc, is he forever disqualified from participation?

Ngé produced medicinal amulets to aid his sick mother. Did he or any
of the other founding fathers produce these for other sick people? If so,
on what scale? How effective were they? Were they charms
communicated by the spirits through the corbeille a bec? Did these take
place only at seances in the Chinese temples? And before the
establishment of the religion? Did some members continue to produce

them after the founding of the religion?

The production of medicinal amulets is reminiscent of the activities of
the Boddhisattva Mahathera of Tay An in Central VN. Was there any
contact benween the founding fathers, all of whom were originally
Buddhists, and the Buu Son Ky Huong?

What was the relationship between the Caodaists and the Hoa Hdo?

Were any amulets ever produced warning the French of their unfortunate
presence as colonialists? Were any ever produced as protection against

repressive acts?
As noted above, there are indications in Caodaism of the existence of

evil spirits. Is there one similar to Satan? And have there been any
occurrences of such evil spirits manifesting themselves at seances?

When a Caodaist dies, is he reincarnated if he has not succeeded in
elevating himself sufficiently? If not, does he automatically become a
spirit capable of manifesting himself at seances? Depending on his
degree of elevation in this world prior to his death, what rank (e.g. Than
or Thanh) does he achieve and how is this knowable?

Are there any female spirits of importance, other than Quan Am and
Buddha'’s mother, and do they reveal themselves at seances? Do female
Caodaists have the same attitude or possibility of becoming spirits that
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can communicate messages? Are female spirits capable of transmitting
any sort of message? Or are they restricted in the type of information
they can impart? When they appear, are they received by the Am or the
Duong medium? If the spirit is male, e.g. Ly Bach, which medium is the

recipient of the message?

What are the different roles played by the Am and the Duong mediums?
How are they able to know their qualities? By experience? Or are they
informed from the beyond?

Can a medium of the Ph6 D¢ section receive messages intended for the
Vé Vi adepts? If so, can they understand them? Are Vé Vi mediums
considered to be superior or more receptive or more enlightened than
those of the Phé Do?

Why are Hugo and Jeanne d’Arc the prime Western spirits? Why not
the great western philosophers, e.g. St. Augustine, Aquinas, Mill, Locke,
Wintgenstein, etc ...?

How does one know that only inferior spirits appear when one uses
table frappante?

Is a dignitary of the religion assigned to a particular section Sor life?
How is he selected for a certain section?

InTay Ninh, and in the Holy Sees of the other sects, is there a principal
spirit? Does this spirit differ from See to See?

In each of these Sees, is there a principal medium, one considered more
important, for whatever reason, than others?

Was Pham Céng Tdc, before he became Pope, a medium? As Pope, was
he a medium?

What is the importance of the continuous occurrence of things on 9's
(multiples of 3)? Why does the mystical number 7 not occur?

In State Dress, the H6 Phdp has a Gidng ma xit. What is its significance?
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He also holds a Buddhist rosary in his left arm, signifying his spiritual
powers? But the left hand is am. Why is the left associated with spiritual
powers?

It is generally accepted that the people most receptive to the supernatural
are pubescent children and woman. Do the Caodaist make use of these

two groups in their spirit-mediumship? If not, why not?

Who and what are the devils in Caodaism? Reference the writ of 24/11/
1926 referring to the disorders of the inauguration of the temple of Go
Kén? What was the story behind these disorders?

Is there an available collection of the prayers in Chinese used by the
Caodaists before 1935 when the new prayers were transmitted? Their
provenance was from the Minh su, Minh duong and Minh Iy sects? Why

were these used?

What sort, and what degree of control does the Holy See of a Caodaist
sect exercise over its regional branches? Or its recognised subsects?
e.g. Tay Ninh over the TKPD at Da Ndng and the Tuyét Coc?

Do the messages received in seances at these regional headquarters
have to be examined and accepted by the relevant Holy See, or are the
branches virtually independent in their spirit-mediumship activities?

How important is the receipt of the imprimatur?

In the Holy Writs etc... one finds certain spirits expressing themselves.
If a medium is a poet, does he tend to receive messages in poetry, and a
prose-writer in prose? Are spirits who were poets, e.g. Ly Bach, prone
{0 communicating messages in poetry, and prose-writers, e.g. Hugo, in

prose?

What is the reason of the formation of different sects within Caodaism,
in religious terms, political terms, elc... What is the history of the
development of all the sects; whether defunct or still in existence? What
are the doctrinal differences between the sects, if any? Where are the
writings, and messages, produced by the different sects available? Has

229



Diug

B.60

Téw

any study been made of them? Are there any attempt to reconcile the
divergent sects; e.g. Minh chon ly with the major doctrinal tenets of the
bbCD?

Has Caodai as the Supreme Deity, made any comments on the present
poliﬁédl, military, economic or religions state obtaining in VN? If not,
what attitudes to Caodaists hold in relation to the situation? And what
is the instigator of these ideas?

BO THU NHI
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B.65

B.66

B.67
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In CD, there is the colour symbolism of yellow for Buddhism, blue for
Taoism and red for Confucianism. Does this colour symbolism extend
10 the spirits, so that a particular colour is associated with a certain
spirit, e.g. blue for Ly Bach? Similarly, are the Thdnh and Than
associated with any particular colours?

Do the Caodaists have any special interpretations of these colours?

Is there any association of these three colours with the three Alliances?
Also, is there any association of these colours with the three bodies of
the Church, the Bdt Qudi Pai, Ciu Trang Dai and Hiép Thién Pai?

Do most of the mediums belong to one of the three colours, e.g. the blue,

and hence are drawn from among the representatives of one of the three
religions?

At the seance, must both mediums belong to the same colour group?
And must the three other people present (déc gid, dién ky, phdp dan )

also belong to the same colour group or must they represent the three
religions?

If the mediums can be of different colours, which colour combinations
are most common?

Do all sects have an equal number of representatives of the three
religions? Or do some have a preponderance of one colour?
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Does the Chiéu Minh sect, being devoted o a special method of spiritual
development, have a colour or representatives of all three?

What colours are associated with Christianity and Islam, and Hinduism,

if the last religion is taken into consideration?
Being more precise than in question B.63, is there any colour symbolism
in the Hiép Thién Dai?

From the human point of view, there is a hierarchy of the spirits? What
is the most common hierarchical order? And, where this differs in order
or content from sect to sect? What are these different systems? How
are the differences explained? And how are they reconciled the one

with the other?

Who are the members of these hierarchies (or pantheons). Are all spirits
who transmit messages members? Or is there no essential qualification

to membership of the hierarchy?

How does one know the rank of a particular spirit in this hierarchy?
Do the souls of deceased Caodaists, automatically belong to the
hierarchy?

Is there any colour symbolism in the hierarchy of the CD spirits?

Do the three bodies of the temporal Church, the Bdt Qudi Dat, the Citu
Trang Pai and the Hiép Thién Dai, have counterparts in the hierarchy
of spirits?

Which spirits have special invocatory poenis that can be chanted at
seances to summon them? And did they transmit these poems or
invocations themselves for this specific use?

Is the Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Bdn Bdn derivative of the Minh chon ly

considered to be a heterodox sect like the Minh chon ly?

Do you have list of the office holders of all the sects from the date of

their establishment? If so, are they available?
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What is the importance of Quan Dé? Why is he (and why was he)

venerated? What too are his particular functions?

Have any spirits increased or decreased in importance in the pre- and
post - 1926 period? Have any changed the contents or types of messages
that they communicates?

What are the specific meanings of the following terms, and in what
contexts are they used : co, cdu tién, dan, cdu dan, tho, Cao Pai, Thanh,
Than, ngoc co, dan co , dan tién, cdu co, phdp, tinh, khi, than, Gido
Tong, Tién 6ng, Pho D¢, Vo Vi, Chuong Phdp, Ddu Su, Phoi Su, Gido
Su, Gido Hitu, Lé Sanh, Chitc viéc, Nhon sanh, Tién, Siéu réi, Toan linh,
Long hoa, Tién Thién?

What was the Lién Hoa Téng Hoi? What were its Sfunctions? Why did it
close down? Was it related 1o the Lién Hoa Téng Phdi?

What is the history of the Institut Caodaique? What was it, where was

it? What were its functions? Does it still exist? Or has it been replaced
by the Hoi Vin Héa Cao Pai?

Do all three bodies of the Caodai church, the BOP, CTD and HTD have
mediums? If not, in which ones are mediums Sfound?

Are all members of these HTP mediums?

Was or is there any previous or present overlapping of personnel between
the BOD, CTD and HTD? Especially the CTP and HTD?

Which of the two organisations, the CTP or HTD is the most important
from the religious aspect from the administrative aspect?

Was it perhaps a controversy over their relative importance that was

the source of the break between Tdc and Nguyén ngoc Tuong in 1932-
1935?

What is the CD provincial administration? How is it organised? Who
directs it? What is his grade? To which Pai does he belong? How is he
and the members of the provincial administration appointed?
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Does the MCL have the same system?

There are the following assemblies in Caodaism : Hoi Nhon Sanh, Hoi
Thanh, Thuong Hoi, Pai Hoi Van Linh? Their membership comprises
what grades of adepts and dignitaries? What are their functions? What
is their interrelationship? What is their membership? How often do
they meet? Do they have general meetings together? Must they attend
at the meetings at the Holy Sees? Do all sects possess these assemblies?
To which Dai are they connected? The CTD, BOD or HTD? What are

their connections with the HTD or the other Dai?

Many great philosophies, some of them religious find no mention in the
texts of the PDCP. How is this accounted for?

Since CD inherent in the idea of the Third Amnesty, implies that it is the
way to be followed in order to achieve salvation, how does it view the

continued existence of faith that, it believes, failed to save Man in the

two previous Amnesties?

Do V6 Vi mediums over receive messages for other sects? Do they ever

conduct seances in other sects’ cenacles for those sects or for themselves?

Since the mediums of one sect can receive messages pertaining to another
sect, is there ever any suspicion that these might be forged, or fallacious,

as the results of intersectarian rivalries?

BO THU BA

B.97

B.98
B.99

CD is a revealed religion, revealed by means of the corbeille a bec. Are
only those who are mediums able 1o experience the revelation? Or can
others be called like the Christian saints of Fatima and Lourdes? Who
among Caodaists is able to know the truth of the religion by direct

revelation rather than by acceptance by faith through propaganda?
To Caodaists, what is faith, and how do they define it?

Since God, or CD, is revealed through the corbeille a bec, the body of
233
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literature concerning the Truth, or the minor truths of the universe,
especially as they relate to Man, is bound to be more limited than in
those religions with "prophets”, e.g. Buddhism, Christianity. How do
Caodaists cope with this limitation? And what is the basic for their
assumption that all previous attempts to solve the eternal problems which

they claim failed in the first two alliances, from part of the Third Alliance?

B.100 Were they direct by CD to accept them? All or partially? If not, who
did?

B.101 Fromthe Caodaist point of view, what is the Truth? Is it pure intellection?

B.102 To Caodaist, is the world of phenomenal objects real? Or an illusion of
Man's mind?

B.103 If the phenomenal world is real, why try to escape it?
B.104 How does one know the nature or qualities of CP, or God?

B.105 What is the CD concept of Long Hoa? What is it? How and when will
it be operative?

B.106 Inwhatways can Caodaism claim to be more successful than the religions
of the first and the second alliances?

B.107 On what basic, and from that standpoint, does Caodaism attack

materialism? And so, by implication, the continuing discoveries of
science and technology that spowned it?

B.108 Caodaists state that man'’s nature was originally good. How do they
establish this?

B.109 Since we know that man evolved Jfrom lower species, at what point was
he infused with a soul? How did this come about?

B.110 Do Caodaists consider that lower species are possessed of souls? If so,
what are their attributes, etc?

B.111 To Caodaists, what is the soul? How is it defined? What is its purpose?
Is it distinct from the mind or intellect?
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B.112 How do Caodaists view the concepts of monism and dualism (advaita
and dvaita)? Why do they accept dualism when there is only one God,

CD, creator of all things?

B.113 In the attempt to lighten one's soul by shedding karmic burdens and
hence become a "free" spirit, what limitations are placed on the adept
in achieving this? For example, is self-sacrifice acceptable? And

considered to elevate the adept further along his path to liberation?
B.114 How do Caodaists view the dasabhumi of the boddhisattvayana?

B.115 What roles do the various Buddha, Dipankara, Sakyamuni, Amitabha,
Maitreya, and Boddhisattvas, Quan Am, etc.... play in Caodaism?

B.116 Is one of the aims of Caodaist spiritual development Supreme Wisdom?

And if so, what qualities must precede it for its achievement?

B.117 Since Caodaists deny that Caodaism is "Bouddhisme rénové", how do
they account for the constant presence of wholly Buddhist concepts by
and large not comprehensible to members of religions like Islam often
in sanctified positions like altar cdu doi, of types like Phdt nhdt tang huy
and phdp ludn thiong chuyén? Karma? etc...

B.118 What is the Caodaist concept of the causality of things? How do they
explain it?
B.119 How do the Caodaists view mysticism and mystical experiences that are

not related to the hierarchy of spirits basic to Caodaism?

B.120 Do Caodaists believe that at the end of the Third Alliance those whose
karmic state is sufficiently elevated will be reborn in the next stage as
men? That others will either be reborn in lower states or just cease to

exist?
B.121 Ifthey accep! the second possibility, it follows that beings in lower states

than men were once possessed of souls and may in fact still possess
them in undeveloped states. What is the Caodaists answer?

B.122 If the third possibility obtains, is this not against the compassionate
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nature of CB, or God, viz to grant the opportunity of self-elevation to

the lowly?

Since a Caodaist cannot, in the last reasoning analysis, be sure that he
will qualify for human rebirth in the next stage, there must exist an element
of fatalism. How do Caodaist reason this out? Or is the fact that one is

a CD believer sufficient to ensure rebirth as a man in the next stage?

How do Caodists establish sin (evil) and virtue of grace (good)? How
do they define them? In whose terms do they define them, man or God's?
Is there any difference among the sects? e.g. Phé Do and Vo Vi, as to
what constitutes good or evil? If they are defined in CD's terms, what
and where are his definitions?

If question B.122 obtains, it is against the concept that "the meek shall
inherit the earth”, hence Caodaism is selective of the elements of other
religions it espouses. How does it decide what elements to accept, what
to reject? Where are these decisions? Who makes them?

Are the spirits souls, disembodied intellects, or what are they? How, for
instance, is Ly Bach visualised?

Since Caodaism s a religion of the "spirits" not plastically or graphically
representable, why is there the need for a concrete symbol, the Eye, at
all?  Why not employ an abstract symbol like the dwong dm? What
aspects in both the Phé D6 and Vé Vi sects are representations of facts
directly received from the divine? What aspects are products of the

human imagination, e.g. Tdc's at the cathedral of Tay Ninh?

Since only mediums seem ordained to receive spirit messages what

systems are used to prove the existence of God and of the other Spirits to
those without direct experience of them?

Most religions assume that man is frail and fallible (CD accepts this by
its acceptance of karmic retribution) hence they give him a goal 10 strive
Jfor (and a promise of reward for the striving). If Cao Dai does this, too,

what are they? If not, what is the rationale against the sound



psychological principle employed?

B.130 What is the Caodaists explanation of the Second Coming? Do they
think there is a possibility of a Third Coming?

BO THU TU

B.131 What is known about the Pho Loan group, its members, organisation,
contacts with and influence on Caodaism? What spiritist system did it
use? Some members are said to have been Catholics. Is this so? Were
any instructed in Chinese learning? Was it a royalist group since Pho

loan can suggest "to support the imperial .

B.132 How much importance may be given to Gandhi’s asrams as the examplar
for the early Caodaist community at Tdy Ninh?
B.133 What were the reasons for the 1928 idea that Vuong Quan Ky's Céu

Kho sect was considered "dissident"? What is the history of the sect?

What were its relations with the Minh sects? Inwhat ways was it different

in doctrine? Rules? Others?

B.134 Did ditc Ngé attend the Foundation ceremony at Tdy Ninh?

B.135 Were Caodaists involved in the troubles of 19307 Did they have any
relations with Nguyén an Ninh's party?

B.136 What are the reasons for Ca’s establishing his Holy See at My Tho?
Was it rivalry between Ca and Trung? Or others? Was Ca used by the
French 1o split the Caodaists? What is the history of the sect? How does
the MCL differ? And whendid its doctrinal differences become apparent?

B.137 Nguyén Ngoc Tuong is said to have been pro-French, or even an agent
de police ou securite of theirs. Is this true? What is the evidence for or
against?

B.138 Why was the Minh Chon Pao formed? What were or are its tenels? Iis

differences from other TKPD sects? In doctrines? Rules? Practices?
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Ceremonial? Mediation? What is the history of the sect and its members?

B.139 What was the Pham mén? What was its purpose? Organisation?
Membership? Functions? Where does it fit into pattern of the CTD,
BQD, HTD?

B.140 How do Caodaists account for the early and numerous conversion of
Cambodians to the religion?

B.141 Who and what was Nguyén Phan Long? How does he fit into the early
history of Caodaism? OQutside the Lién Hoa Téng Hoi, what were his
Sunctions? How great was his influence? What did he do in the Lién
Hoa Téng Hoi?

B.142 What are the "tu don and thdy su"? Their functions? Practices?
Importance in VN society and in Caodaism?

B.143 Was the Tién Thién an offshoot from Tday Ninh? Or did it set up
independently? How does it differ from the other sects? What influence
did its contacts with the Chiéu Minh, Ban Chinh Dao and Minh Chon
Dao have on its doctrines? etc...?

B.144 How important was the Lién Hoa Téng Héi in the dissemination of the

religion to Central VN? Which group in it played the most important
role in this process?

B.145 What is the connection between Caodaism and the Pao Lanh? The Dao
Phdt duong?

B.146 What are the connections between Caodaism and the five Minh chi?
What if any are their doctrinal differences? Between themselves? With
Caodaism? Were there any political connections between them and

Tdc? How does one explain their political actions with regard to the
French?

B.147 The Minh Su seems closely allied to the development of Caodaism. What
degree of contact did the early members of Caodaism have with it? What

influence, practices, meditation, techniques, ceremonial did it impress
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in Caodaism? Were any pho loan members connected with it?

Who are Van Tuyén Khéng Thanh, Triéu Au, Hoang Mi dong ¥, Tién
Truong V6 Vi, Chon Tién Tran Loi?

Were the messages received by the Tién Thién the same as at other sects?
It appears more Taoist than others. Is this so? It also seems quite

nationalistic, as seen through the spirits who appear and their messages?

Is this so? How political was and is it?

Was Gidc Hdi a Caodaist? If not, why did he let them use his temple? In
other Buddhist temples the Caodaist used initially, did the monks conduct
seances? If so, how?

Is Caodaist faith akin to Lutheran faith : a leap across a dark abyss of
unknown width on a night so dark you cannot see the other side?

For Caodaists, is truth an abstract absolute? Or is it something created

by the minds of men?
For Caodaists, does Man possess Free Will?
How do Caodists view the idea : to die for one’s faith? Favourably?

What is the Caodaists view of Hell? Do they have one? If so, does it
have different levels? And what do they correspond to? Why are there

pictures of women undergoing until tortures, and none of men?
How do Caodaists view love? Heterosexual love?

How do Caodaists view promiscuity? Premarital andé extramarital sex?
Homosexuality? ect... among themselves? What controls are placed on
Caodaists to guard against these? What punishments are incurred? In

this life? In later lives?

How do those sects other than Tdy Ninh and Bén Tre that possess or
possessed Gido Tong justify this possession? How are they appointed?
The answer to B.99 says : yéu t6 bdn v6 hinh = déng ur (nita vo hinh +
nita hitu hinh). Surely this is the same for all men, the spiritual and the
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physical parts making the whole?

B.160 Arethe5 chi : Nhon, Than, Thdnh, Tién, Phdt dao related in any way to
the 5 Minh sects?

B.161 The answer to B.104: summarised as know thyself and thou shalt know
God does not explain the nature of God, unless his nature is the same as
man's. In this latter case man and God are identical, therefore, man is
God, so there is no justifiable reason for God to exist. Please comment.

B.162 "Gidi thodt" does not seem the exact translation of the "Supréme Wisdom"
meant in B.116. What was meant was "bdt nh@" (prajna) of the
Mahayana. Please interpret the question in this light.

B.163 Have any new spirits manifested themselves at seances since 19507 If
so, who are they and what did they communicate?

B.164 Can you please list the complete Hierarchy of spirits, in descending
order, noting which ones have transmitted messages? Where they have
obscure names or pseudonyms, could you please identify them?

B.165 Would you please give me details - history, founders, sites, rules,
doctrines etc... for the minor sects, especially those that have now

disappeared, and explain how and why they came into being and then
vanished? ‘

B.166 What must one do in a mediumic seance 1o invoke a spirit? What do the
phdp su and the 2 mediums do? Must one write down the invocation
and question? [s it or are they burnt? If so, where? Do any of the
participants partake of the liquid altar offerings? Are amulets worn?
Or the phix used or written? Are these on paper? If so, are they burnt
and when? Where are the phii placed? Are they used to guard evil
spirits? Is the person who wishes to invoke or posse a question of the
spirit always present at the seance? If so, what is his function? How is
the medium awakened? With what? How does he 80 into this trance?

Are there different methods for different mediums? In the same sect? In
other sects?



B.167 Who are the evil spirits? Do they only plague seances? Are they only
Jound at places where seances are held? What do the phi that guard
against them say? Are they written in chit Han? Or also in other scripts?
Is the brahmi script ever used on them or in Caodaist oratories?

B.168 Are phu ever produced or used for any other purposes outside the context
of a seance? If so, how, where, when, why, on what and what for?

B.169 Other than the V6 Vi, are there meditational practices in other sects?
From where are they derived? What are they? Are they orthodox?
What are their aims? Why the differences in systems, if any? Which
ones are connected to the Minh sects? All details are welcome.

B.170 Among the founders of Caodaism, some are said 1o have been Buddhist.
If so, which ones, and what form of Buddhism did they follow? If not,
please refute.

B.171 Tédc had contacts in 1941-1942 with Cuomg D€, but also earlier contacts

with him? Did these begin while he was a member of the Pho loan? If
not, when? What were his relations with the Japanese? What were they

like? Cordial?

B.172 What were the real reasons for the founding of Tdc's Army atTay Ninh?
Its purpose? What was its history until disbandment under Diém? Why
did Government Troops take over the Holy See in 19567 Why did Di¢m
figures? What were its relations with the Hoa Hdo and Binh Xuyén

armies?
B.173 Why did Caodaists agree support the French in 19477

B.174 Who was Trinh minh Thé? Why did he desert? Where did he set up his
headquarters? What were the reasons underlying this action? To which
sect did he belong? Was Tdy Ninh the only sect with a militia?

B.175 What was the reason for the National C ongress held in September 1953?

What were its aims? Who were the participants?
B.176 Why did Bdo Dai attempt to integrate the armies of the Caodaists, Hoa
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Hdo and Binh Xuyén? Why was he unsuccessful? Why was Diém

successful?

B.177 Who were the Caodaist Government members in 1955? Why did they

B.178

B.179

B.180

B.181

B.182

B.183

B.184

B.185
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resign? Why did the Caodaists form a united front against Diém? Which
sects were involved? Which members?

Were members of the Minh sects that joined with Caodaism instructed
to join by Minh elders? By corbeille a bec? Through Caodaist

prosyletism?

The Minh Tan and Tién Thién were visited by Ngé after his death. Why
these two and not other Minh sects or Phé D¢ groups?

Were or are there any other DDTKPD groups like Minh chon ly that are

considered heterodox? What are they? Why are they so considered, i.e.
on what grounds?

What was the reason for the choice of Tay Ninh as a Holy See? The
French saw in it a sinister motive. Is there any reason why they should

think like that? If not, please refute. For what reasons were the Holy
Sees of other Sects so chosen?

How and when and why was the Phnom Penh Caodaist group formed?
What has been its history? Why was it al[z“ed to Tday Ninh? Why was it
banned by the King of Cambodia? Because its leaders were, as we
know, involved in anti-French activities? How are they explained? It
was also pro-Japanese. Why? It was later allied with the Khmer
Kampuchea Krom. How is this explained?

What and where are the Nguyét Minh Pai and the Cao Thién Pai? What
is their relationship with the Minh sects?

There appears 10 be a connection between the Holy See at My Tho and
the Minh Tan and the Da Néng groups. Could you please explain it?

Why do the Trung Viét adopt the 4-part organisation of Tay Ninh?

Especially when Tay Ninh seems not 10 have been deeply involved in the



B.186

B.187

B.188

B.189

B.190

B.191

B.192

B.193

establishment of the group? Or was it?

What is the history of the Qudng Ngdi massacre of the faithful? Were
any other massacres conducted by the same people or by others?

What is the connection between the Tay Ninh sect, its subgroups and the
Mac Long Pdng? Did any other sects have relations with this party? If

so, in what capacity?

How do Caodaists reconcile politics and political involvement with their

religious beliefs?

The French have documented that some of the members of secret societies
involved in the troubles of 1916 (and 1930) became members of

Caodaism. What is the Caodaist evidence for or against this claim?

Were any of the sects in Caodaism, or the religion itself, or any of the
spirits who sent messages ever known under the names of Dao Nguyén?
Or Tién Thién Pai Pao? Or were they part of the Minh sects?

Who are the 36 saints of the Minh Tdn? Are there similar hierarchies in
the other Minh sects? If so, what and who are they? And which ones
were incorporated into Caodaism? What are the various grades in these
sects? What are the functions of their members? How do they achieve
their ranks? What are their meditative and spiritualist techniques and
practices? Are they vegetarian? What are their tenets? Is there a special
connection between the meditative Minh sects and the meditative
Caodaist sects? How were the Minh sects allied with Caodaism? With
which Caodaist sects in particular? Why did they ally themselves with

Caodaism?

Who are the 7 sages of the White Hierarchy? Is this the Hiép Thién
Dai?

The Trung Nit Viong and Tdy Viong Thanh Madu only appear in the

Tién Thién sect to my knowledge. How and why is this? Who is the Tdy

Vuong Thanh Mdu, and what is special about her?
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B.194 How does one know the rank of a spirit transmiiting a message?

B.195

B.196

The answer 1o B.55 is not sufficiently explicit. Could you please provide
the texts of the prayers used?

Could you please give me more details in answer to B.59?

B.197 Can you please give me more details in answer to questions B.90 and

B.198

B.199

B.200
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B.927

What is the present number (estimated) of Caodaist believers? Can you
break this down into the followers of the different sects? And is there
any opprobrium attached to a Caodaist changing his sect, e. g.TiénThién

follower becoming a follower of the Minh chon Pao?

There have been several attempts, through the formation of associations,
to unify or reunify Caodaism. Have any succeeded? Forwhat reasons?
If not, why? Please give me your opinions on the subject of the unification
of Caodaism. What are its chances of success?

In a Cau Kho seance, the master of ceremonies symbolically purifies the
room's 4 corners by sprinkling holy water at them with a flower. Is this
common to all seances? No phit were used. Why not? The medium held
the corbeille moved it in a circular motion. Is this always done and
why? Ifthere are 2 mediums, how is this done? What is the direction of
the movement, clockwise? A congregation was present? Is this always
the case? What is the usual composition of membership at a seance?
Why is there only one medium at Céiu Kho? Is this proper and is it the
Caodaist tradition? Why other sects use only a medium? Ditc Ng6 used
adolescents, why? And is this still done? What pre-seance purification
of the participants must be undertaken? There are different shapes of
corbeille. Is there any significance in this? Whence are the different
types derived? Do certain sects use a particular shape of corbeille?
What is the fluid (or fluids) that enter the medium? Is this the actual
spirit of the "messenger" (e.g. LyThdi Bach)? Andwhere is the messenger
when the message is being communicated?



PHU CHU C

NGUYEN VAN CAU HOI VIET VA ANH NGU
ciia ong SERGUEI A. BLAGOV

QUESTIONS ON CAODAISM
by SERGUE A. BLAGOV

HISTORY

C./

c2
Cc3

c4

cs5

Lam thé nao dé phan biét dicgc nhitng ngay quan trong nhdt trong sw
tién trién ciia dao Cao Pai tix 1919 dén 19402

Nguoi Cao Dai ¢6 lién hé gi véi nhom Nguyén An Ninh khong?

Whether the temple of Tay Ninh was built on the precise sport where two
Frenchmen had been murdered during the troubles of 1866. The French
men referred to were caplain De Larclauze and lieut. Lesage who were
killed in an attack on Tdy Ninh by 2000 Cambodians in June 1866?

Cé6 su tiép xiic gi giita cdc nha khai dao Cao Dai vdi nhém B Son Ky
Hieong khéng?
Trude ndm 1945 c6 lién hé gi giita dao Cao Dai véi nhém Phdt Gido

Hoa Hdo?
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co

c7
cS8

c9
C.i0

Cll

C.li2

C.i3
C.l4

Cls
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Tai sao 6ng Pham Cong Tdc nhén chitc Tong Tw Lénh T6i Cao Thuong
Tén Qudn Thé?

Tai sao Cao Dai Tay Ninh lai lién lac véi Phdp tir ndm 19477

Tai sao Trinh Minh Thé bo qudn déi Cao Pai va ldp chién khu & niii Ba

Den?
Tai sao chon Tdy Ninh lam Thdnh Dia?

OnJune 14,1933 Trang called Thugng Héi. He accused Trung of illegal
use of authority, deceiful practices, misappropriation of funds, failure
lo pay a debt, fraudulent use of a letter circulated from his office. The
meeting resulted in official condemnation of Lé Vin Trung as being
unworthy to be a Pope. Hoi Van Linh was arranged in November 1933.

At this meeting Trung was condemned whether all events mentioned
above are true?

Whether mediums Cao Quynh Cu and Pham Coéng Tdc were guilty of
seance manipulation when Chiéu was excommunicated by a seance
message of 19267 During the seance of May 3, 1926 the message was
given via Tdc and Cu: "Dear disciples, from this day do not consider
Ngo as Cao Dai disciple”. On May 11, 1926 the same message was
given about V6 Van Sang who left Pho Loan to Jollow Chiéu. Why on
August 2, 1926 Chiéu and Sang were accused of establishing a false
religion and a seance order was received to excommunicate them?

Whether the land in Long Thanh was purchased with the money supplied
by Nguyén Ngoc Tho and his wife Mme Lam Thi Thanh?

Whether all Tay Ninh archives were burned by the Frencharmy in 19467

Why Tran Quang Vinh signed the program of cooperation with the
Japanese? Whether Ban Sit Pao has a copy of this document? Is it true
that more than 10000 Yyoung Caodist worked for the Japanese, and after
the work, they were given military and intelligence training?

Did Ngé Minh Chiéu believe that the religion should not be officially



C.16

Ccl17

C.18

C.19

C.20

c.2!

c22

C.23

c24

C25
C.26

inaugurated until 1933?

Why onJanuary 14, 1938 Tdc issued a statement calling himself a leader
of CieuTriing Dai and Hiép Thién Dai (Chiedng Quan) - clearly contrary

1o religious law which states the seperation of power?

Whether it is true that during the late 30s some Caodaists received the
spirit message informing that Hitler and Mussolini were the disciples of
the Thay?

Whether Lé Van Trung before his conversion was inclined to gambling,

opium smoking and young ladies (co bac, hiit sdch, trang hoa)?

Drinking the Holy water (nudc Thiéng) from Ba Den mountain help to
cure many illnesses. In 1950, the spirit of Linh Son Thanh Madu gave a
message in Phdt Mdu temple urging that since that moment the water in
Bdt Qudi ho in Ty Ninh Holy See??? would have the same healing
qualities as water from Ba Den mountain. Whether it is still used?
During the 1930s Caodaists tried to establish ties with Mouvement
Reformateur au Bresil, Eglise Gnostique d’ Allemage, to participate in
the Conference of World Religions in Chicago?

Why although the French authorized only 2000 men under arms,
according to the term convention, the Cao Dai army soon expanded to
over 10000 by 1948 and about 65000 troops by 19547

Cao Pai 3000 construction workers in Japanese yards during the war:

were they paid for they work or it was cong qua?

Is it true that from 1956 10 1958, 400 Caodaists from Tdy Ninh sect were

arrested and some died in jail?

Is it true that the flag to be adopted by the NFL in 1960 was carried in
1956 - 1957 by Cao Pai guerillas units?

Tai sao tiéng goi ciia Cao Pai con gidi han o mién Trung va Bdc Viér?

Xin cho biét c6 mdy ngwoi thuéc thanh phan khai sdng dao Cao Dai ma
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nguoi géc Trung Viér?

C.27 C6 mdy nguoi thugc thanh phan khai sang dao Cao Pai ma géc nguoi
Bdc Viét, Trung Hoa?
C.28 Ngé6 Van Chiéu'’s aunt was married to a Chinese, did he influence young

Chiéu?

C.29 Was the production of miraculous water, which was sold at 30 cents
per botile, organized by Lé Van Trung?

SECTS
C.30 S6'lugng hién hitu (wéc luong) ciia tin do Cao Pai la bao nhiéu?
C.31 What are the relations among members of various Caodaist sects now?

C.32 Is it necessary for the typical Vietnamese to change any of his existing
religious beliefs when he converts to Caodaism?

C.33 Whether the Minh Chon Ly are still considered to be Caodaists? Véi ly
do nao phdi Minh Chon Ly va nhidu phdi khdc khéng con duoc coi la
Cao Dai nita?

C.34 - Was the setarian division of Caodaism inevitable? Whether sectarian
development constituted an attempt to escape French reprisals?

C.35 Whether Nguyén Van Ca was used by the French in order to split Caodaist
movement or was French agent?

C.36 Tai sao Ban Chinh Pao chi cé Hiép Thién Dai va Cvu Tring Pai ma
khong c6 Phudc Thién?

C.37 Tai sao Ban Chinh Pao dd c6 chitc vu ma Tay Ninh lai giéi thiéu chirc
vu moi (Why Ban Chinh Pao avoided changing the titles of positions by
tifeir officials: Tinh dao ( province), Ho dao (district), Xa dao ( village),
Ap dao ( hamlet), why Tay Ninh changed : Trdn dao (region), Chdu dao
(province), Téc dao (district), Huong dao ( village), /i}) dao (hamlet))?
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C.38

C.39

C.40

Cc4i

C42

Sw phdn biét giita thicong thira, ha thita cé phdi la mang tinh chaét bat
buéc hay tuwong trung (whether distinction between Thugng Thita and
Trung Thira is binding or symbolical)?

Tai sao phdi Chiéu Minh da khéng c6 co quan xa héi, khong phd bién
gido Iy ciia minh, cdc tin do khong khdc nhau vé mdt phdm vi, phdm
phuc (why Chiéu Minh had no social agencies, no established methods
of propagation, no outward distinction in rank (clothing))?

Whether to move from one rank to another, TN musicians must pass the

exams given under Hiép Thién Dai?

Does Tay Ninh church still maintain ritual servants who are divided
into Tro LE (15 - 18 yrs) and Lé St (18 - 21)? What is their job?

Whether Tdy Ninh leadership deliberately formulate a plan to creat
division within the religion to protect it from French annihiliation? Or
the French deliberately attempted to destroy Caodaism’s effectiveness
and popular support by instigating the development of rival sects?

GIAO LY

CA43

C.44
C.45
C.46

c47

Y niém nhi xdc than la mét y niém cua phdi Thong thién hoc tdy phuong
nhm'tg tin hitu Cao Pai khéng nhdn cé dnh huong trong ton gido minh.
Lam thé nao dé gidi thich diéu nay (perispirit concept, first developed in
India by Sri Rama Krishna and expouded to the West by Annie Besant is
primarily Theosophist. Why Cao Pai believers deny the influence of

Theosophy)?

Cao Pai khd tri hay bdt khd tri?

Linh hon con ngudi cd truong citu khong?

Phén nao cia Tam Gido (Nho, Thich, Dao) dugc Cao Pai thita nhdn va
phan nao bo di?

Vé Vi va Phé Do trong Cao Dai gido khac nhau nhu thé nao?
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Cc.48
c49
c.50
(oY)
c.52
C.53
C.54

C.55
C.56
C.57

C.58

C.59
C.60

C.61

c.62

C.63

250

Hién nay phdi qua giai doan nao dé tré thanh tin dé Cao Dai?
Thién Nhan negng trung cho nhitng gi cua dao Cao Dai?

Nguoi Cao Pai cé thé quan niém mot ky phé do lan thit 4 khong?
Cé phdi ditc Phdt Mdu la tén khdc cua Vé Sanh Lao Mdu?

Cdc loai sdm ngit c6 déng vai tro gi trong dao Cao Dai khong?

Xin cho biét Iy do vé su hinh thanh cdc chi phdi trong dao Cao Pai?

Thé nao la Hoi Long Hoa theo quan niém Cao Pai, lam sao va khi nao
né dén?

Dai véi dao Cao Dai, con nguoi cé tu do y chi khéng?
Nguoi Cao Dai quan nié¢m thé nao vé cdi y tuong tr dao?

The politics of the Religion can be divided into two parts : visible and
invisible (Chdnh Tri dao c6 hai phdn : phén vé hinh va phéin hitu hinh).
What does it mean?

Why during the 1930s many works of Kardec and Denis were translated

by the Caodaists into the Vietnamese (quéc ngi) but did not translate
Buddist or Taoist text written in classic Chinese?

Does a distionary of Caodist terms exist?

Was the Cao Dai veneration of "Celestial Eye” inspired by "Buddha’s
Eyes" (Anh sdng Phdt nhdn) mentioned in Ngo Thi Nham's prose?

Do Caodaists still hope that Caodaism, emerging in Vietnam, will be

the common religion of mankind (dao Cao Dai thanh hinh ¢ Viét Nam
s€ la mot t6n gido chung cia nhan logi)?

Why the oratory is to be built so that the Eye (Con Mdt) would be directed
to the North?

Lé Vian Trung proclaimed religious name : Thanh for male and Huong
Jor female dignitaries. Because there has not been the second Pope after



C.64

C.65

Lé Van Trung, the religious pseudonyms he had established are still
used. Will the second Pope introduce new religious name Pao for male

dignitaries and Tam for female dignitaries?

Why in 1954 Pham Céng Tdc visited Phnom Penh and he was received
by Sihanouk as the leader of religion. But when Tdc fled to Cambodia in
1956 he was obliged to apply for a status of ordinary political refugee -
he was not considered religious leader any longer?

Tin do Cao Pai danh gid thé ndo vé dao ut an hiéu nghia, dao tho 6ng

ba, dao non, dao ndm, dao noi (they usually preached that Long Hoa

assembly soon religion in order to guarantee salvation)?

UNIFICATION

C.66

C.67
C.68

C.69

What was the role of Hoi Vdn Héa Cao Dai which was officially
organized in October 19687

Why by 1940 Lién Hoa Tong Hoi exhausted itself?

What was the role of Cao Dai Hiép Nhiat established in 1945 by Cao
Tridu Phdt and Cao Dai Qui Nhitt established in 1946 by Lé Kim Ty and
Bui Van Nhan, also of Tién Thién?

Whether the effort of organized movement for unification - in 1935, 1936

by Trin Van Qué was the first one?

ORGANIZATION

C.70
Cc71

C72

How many Caodaists are “loners" i.e. not support any particular sect?

Whether Ban Kiém Duyét Kinh Sdch (responsible for all new

publications) and Ban Pao St (finds and compiles historical documents)
are still functioning?

What are the requirements for advancement to a higher rank :
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C73

C74

C75

C.76
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a. For village leaders (Chanh Tri Su)

b. For laymen (women) who have succesfully performed the duties of a

Sulltime lay worker (chitc viéc)?
c. For ritial servants choristes?
d. For Lé Sanh, Gido Hitu, Gido Su.

Whether in the early years advancement was easy and often through
seance directions, individuals were elevated to priestly rank without
spending long year as lay leaders?

Whether in their conversation, greeting, eating at tables, various other

daily activities, the Tay Ninh Caodaists relate to one another by rank?

Whether every member of Tay Ninh Church is still responsible to give 5
work days a year 1o the church as céng qud? Whether these days may be
given separately or in block?

Vi we cach mgt thong tin vién ngoai quéc bén canh chinh phii cong hoa
xd hoi chi nghia Viét Nam tit cudi thap nién 1980 cho dén nay, t6i muén
hai 6ng tai sao tix trugc khi con chién tranh, chinh phit muén théng nhint
dao Cao Bai, dén khi hét chién tranh (1975), chinh phut lai khéng muon

nita va cho dén hién nay(1994), chinh phii lai muén théng nhitt dao Cao
Dai?
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khai thi 81 .
Khéng Gido 7
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Khéng Tt 120
khai dao 112

Tiur Lam Ty, Go Kén 57
kinh ké 68
L
Lao Gido 8
Lé Vin Trung 38, 178
Lién Hoa T6ng Hoi

71, 116, 117, 157, 203

Linh hon 4, 190
linh hon

phdm vi 67

tan héa 50,97, 100, 101, 131
Ly Gido Tong 37, 38, 105

M

ma quy 49
Minh Chon Dao 114
Minh Chon Ly 13, 113
Minh Pao

cacchi 119, 145
Minh Su 119
Minh Tan 146

N

Ng6 Minh Chiéu

ciu thucc 47

gidng co 32, 146

khai dao 177

phdm vi Gido Tong 30

tachroi 175
Ngii chi 129
Nguyén An Ninh 172
Nguyén hitu Chinh 117
Nguyén ngoc Tuong 113
Nguyén phan Long 116
Nguyén Van Ca 113, 184
Nhi hitu hinh dai 74
nhi x4c than 27, 190

Ten Fibw Dao Cas Daic
Nit Than 51

P

Phat Gido canh tan 97
Phat Gido Hoa Hao 49
Phat Miu 40, 194
Phé do 8, 191
tin do 14
Pho loan 110
Pham Coéng Tic 140
dong tlr 55
Nam Vang 201
phdm vi 38,173,177
Pham mé6n 115

Q

Quan Thanh 69

Quang Ngai
tham sdt 149

quan dgi 141

S
sam ngit 40
T

tam dai
dong ta 73
t6 chaic 73, 74
Tam gido 190
chon truyén 87
Tam Ky Nguyén Nguyén Ban Ban
69
tam linh
truyén théng Viét Nam 12
Tay Ninh 154
quan d6i 19
tai lieu 176
Thanh Ng6én
cdc chi phdi 58, 121
vo vi - ph6 do 52
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Dieg Tae

That Hién 153
Than Linh 36,70, 105
dang cdp - hé théng 66, 67, 132
giang co 43
tdy phuong 53
Thap dia Bo T4t thira 96
Thién Nhan 17, 106, 193, 197
Thong Linh hoc 197
thuyét nhan qua 99
thuyét nhit nguyén, nhi nguyén 95
Thugng D€ 129
Thugng Hoi
14/06/1933 174
Tich Céc 134
Tién Thién 117
Tinh Khi Than 42
Toa Thanh Tay Ninh 147
quan doi 141
xay cit 172
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Tran Quang Vinh 173
Trinh Minh Thé 142, 143, 174
triét hoc 76
Trung Viét
codao 118
tu hoc 186
Tuyét Céc 41
Ta Ky Phoé Do 193
Tir Lam Ty 122

Vv

Vovi 8,187, 191
moén dé¢ 14

Vil tru
nguyén lai 13

X
Xay ban 31, 53



CUNG TAC GIA

PA XUAT BAN TAI VIET NAM :

. N&i long chinh phu 1953 1956
. Lich sir Cao Dai DPDTKPD -Phan V6 Vi quyén I 1967
. Ly thuyét t6ng hop triét hoc 1971
e Lich sir Cao Dai DDTKPD - Phian Phé Do quyénIl 1972
. Can ban trié€t hoc Cao Dai triét hoc 1974
. Tim hiéu dao Cao Dai

giai d4p phong vén cla tri thtc Anh-My 1974
i Chung quanh vén d& Thi nhan tham luan 3-1975
. Ban Thé luan trithoc  4-1975
SE XUAT BAN
THI CA
. Huwong dau canh thi tap 1946-48
. Tam tu nt 1949
o Han ot 1950
. Vo dinh nt 1951
. Buéc lang du nt 1952
. Bang khuang nt 1953
o U hoai nt 1954
. Budc 16 trinh nt 1955
. Hoa muia xuén nt 1956
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Diwg Tin

. Tinh tho
. May vang
. Gi6 sém
. Tram tu

. Néi nigm

. Chinh yén I
. Chinh yén II
. Chinh yén III

. Man méc

. Huong mai
. May chiéu
. Dung dic
. U udt

. Tam nguyén
. Mong vang

. Thén thic

. Kiép phu sinh
. Niém ly biét

i U huyén

o Hoai vong

. G6t vién du

. Dém giao thira khéi lira
. Les premiéres fleurs

J Trang sir oai hung clia dan toc
. Nbéi 1ong khué phu 1979
. N&i long ménh phu 1989

TON GIAO

. Van hod str Cao Dai

Cao Dai gido duéi mit cdc nha tri thic qudc té
. T6ng quan Cao Daj giso

. Lich trinh tu tudng Cao Dai gido

. Van hoc Cao Daj
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nt
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kich tho
tho Phép
trudong thién
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1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964-65
1966-67
1968-69
1970-72
1973-74
1975-77
1978-80
1981-83
1984-86
1987-89
1990-91
1992
1993-95
1996-97
1953
1953-54
1960-61
1979
1989

1976
1978
1980
1982-83
1983



Lich sir Cao Dai gido - Su truyén b Trung Bic Viét Nam 1986

. Nhén vat Cao Dai gido 1987
. Tu dién Cao Dai gido 1990
° Cao Dai gido v6i su thé hién ban dau 1994
TRIET HOC

i Nhan dién 1978
. Thé tinh hoc 1981
* Dao ly dp dung 1983
TAN VAN

. Tam sy mo6t doi ngudi hoi ky 1950-95
. Bitc tam thu truyénky 1956
. Gidc mo hoa truyén ky 1964
* Nhan xét vé thi ca Viét nam tién chién  thamluan 1965
. Guong nir kiét truyénky 1985
. Mot tam hon trong sing truyén ky 1990
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_— Sinh quan tai Quang Nam Viét Nam.
|- Xuit thin truong Lycée Chasseloup
Laubat, van bing Baccalauréat 1952.
— Gido Su tr thuc tai Saigdn 1954 - 1975.
£ 3 — Siquantrirbi khéa 13 Thd Dic 1962-1965.
& - Cong tic wian bio Tu Quyét, Tan Ky
§ Nouyén va nguyet san Sinh Luc tai
Saigdn 1955 -1964.
— Chu truong nguyét san Nhan Sinh ctia Hoi
Thanh Truyén Gido Cao Dai 1964 -1965.
— Chu Tich Hoi Van Héa Cao Pai 1968-1975.
— (6 tén trong cic bo tudién sau day thuoc Trung Tam Suu Tam
Tiéu S Nhan Vat Thé Gidi, Cambridge, Anh Quéc (International
Biographical Centre, Cambridge, England) va Hoc Vién Nghién Cdu
Tiéu SirNhan Vat Thé Gi6i, Hoa KY (American Biographical Institute).

Dictionary of International Biography 25th Edition 1997,England (Tw
Dién Tiéu Ste Nhan Var Thé' Gidi, lan xudt ban thit 25, 1997, Anh Quéc).
International Who's who of Intellectuals 20th Edition 1997, England
(Nhan Vat Tri Thite Quéc T€, lin xudt ban thie 20, 1997, Anh Qudc).
Five Hundred anders of Influences, 7th Edition 1999, USA (Nam
Tram Nhan Vat Co Anh Hing Quoc Té. Iin xudt bdn thit 7, 1999, Hoa K3)
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