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TUA

Ba tadi thuong da tat; nhdt la cde nghé si phuong
Tay ¢ the ki XIX, thé ki lang man, dam mé, cuong loan
thi lai cang nhiéu tdt vi khing khi chung cia thoi dai.

Nhung ho c6 tai, cam xic sdu sde hon ta, tueong
tuong doi dao hon ta, phé difn duoc néi long ciang tu
tudng mit cdch tinh t8 hon ta, mitu td digc thién nhién
mot cdch chdn xde, bong bay hon ta. Ho vaa ld nhing
dai bicu cia nhin logi - vi 1@ nguoi thuong nwhie ching
ta, ¢ tdm tw cia chung ta - vaa ld nhiang vi sao ldp
lanh, nhitng bong hoa riee ¥5 16 diem cho vif tru.

Va ngay cd nhitng ké nhieu tdt nhat, tém hon cting
c6 mot vai diém kha di: Chateaubriand vé gia chin nghéo
dé giw thanh danh, Goethe rdt khiém tén, nhdn rang da
mang on rdt nhicy cia tién nhdn cing nhie cia ngudi
dong thei...

Dang qut hon cd la hét thay déw co dikc chung nay:
cang ¢6 tai lui cang trau gioi cdi tai, cdn ca lam viée
sult doi, chi nhdm mdi muc dich 1@ luw lai cdi dep cho
hdu thé.

Goethe bo ra non sau chuc ndm viét kich Faust.
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Chateaubriand d@ xép ban thdo tgp Hoi ki vao
thung, niém phong lai, giao cho mot chwedng khé, roi lgi
mo ra, sua lai niia itrwde khi mdt

Maugham chiu déi rét meuoi nam dé luyén cdy viét,
sau wmaueoi lam tudi méi nghi vi khing mudn lam “do
thém nhttng bic hga ca® cia dug.

Disney coi tien bae chi la mot phuong tién dé lam
viée, kiem duye bao nhiéu dem ding hét vao viée cdi tién
nghé thudt, khong huong thu mot chit gi.

Con Balzac thi sudt doi “bicygc hinh vi biit va myc?,
wong ca phé dam, ngém chdn vdo nudc hét cdi dé viét
ngay viét dem, stia ban thdo cd chuc lan; t¢i khi dau, bac
sibdo phainghi, ong dap: “Nghi! Ai ma chdng biét toa
thuéc 46! Nhung lAm sao ma nghi duegc?”

0i! Ho thdt ddng phuc ma cing ding thuong!
Sai Gon ngay 1.8.1979.
NGUYEN IIIEN LE
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WALT DISNEY

THI ST CUA MAN ANH
(1901 -1966)

- Dd ¢0 bang cdp cao, co tdi ndng tdi ddu, cung dung
nén doi gilf nhiing dia vi chi huy véi, cif bdf dau t
nhifng dia vi thap nhat d4.

- Tién chila méot phuong tién dé lam viée.

- Tién bé 13 hai bude tidn 18n rdi mét bude thut 1di ma
bude thyt liidd khéng cd nghia I sy tién bo ngung
han.

- Nhifng ngdy chung ta séng [rén trdi ddt nay chi nhu
mot vét cuc nho luu lai trén déng cdt cia bo bién
thot gian.

(Walt Disney)

Dale Carnegie, trong cudn Little - known facts
about well - known people (The World's Work - 1947)
goi Walt Disney 14 ngudi da tao duge mot tai sdn nho
moét con chudtva ba con heo.
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Mot toy bdo khi hay tin 6ng mai mat vi bénh), viét
mot bai ki niém o6ng, cing goi 6ng la “ngudi da xay
dung mot d¢ qube (ma kinh d6 1a Disneyland) trén
mot con chudt”,

Toi thich goi 6ng 14 thi si cia man anh hon. Ong
[ mot thi sivi 6ng yéu tré em, véu loai vat, véu hoa co,
thién nhién, va yéu nhtng mong dep, ¢cé bao nhiéu
fién, dem ding hét d& thee hién nheng mong ciia ong
ma lam cho ¢a nhan loai mo mong. Lan nao coi nhing
phim: “Nang Bach Tuyét va bayv cha liun” (Blanche -
Neige el les septnains), “Hai van hai ly dudi day bién”
(20.000 lieues sous les mers), “Sa mac sinh d¢ng”
(Désert Vivant), “Bi mét cla doi song” (Sccrets de la
vie)... toi ciing ¢ cam tudng duge song trong mot thé
gidi do ma thye, thue ma ao, duoc nhin va nghe nhang
bai tho truomg thién ca tung ddi sdng vl mudn ngin
mau sic ruc ro va am thanh du duong cda no. Toi rat
tide 1a khong duwoc thay cai thé gigi than titn ma ong
tao dugc & Disneyland - xit ciia Disney - va toi mong
ring nhan cai chét clda ong, mdt nha sin xuit phim
nao ¢ Hué Ky sé quay nhitng canh trong “xit” 46, lam
mot phim tai lieu cho thé gidi duoc hiét. Nghe noi
Krouthchev khi qua Hué Ky, tinh ghé do moét buoi
hinh nhw bi tie chdi khéo, va ong talay lam an han 13m.

Walter Disney (Walt 12 tiéng Walter doc gon lai)
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sinh & dau thé ki nay (thang chap nam 1901) tai Chi-
cago, nhung 6ng thudc vao 16p nha dai kinh doanh
My cda hiu ban thé ki trude nhie Andrew Carnegice,
Rockefeller... 1¢p ngudi thian lap than (ngudi Anh goi
14 self- made man), khong duoc hoc hanh nhiéu, khéng
¢o ctia cai chame dé lai, lay triing Tam nén nhd cé i
tri, ¢ 6¢ mao hiém, nhat 12 nho sic lam viéc khong
nging lién tiép bén ndm chye nam.

Ta nén nh¢ cudi thé ki trude, nude My chua dugce
khai pha hét, phuong tién giao thdng con khé khin,
(ruomg hoc con thiéu thdn, nén dan chung & thén qué
con git dwoc tinh than chién dau, ty tin; He tHn trong
ki¢n thitc nhirng khong qué dé cao né nhu cac hoc gia
& chau Au, ho khong hé mic co ring khong cé bing
cap cao trong tay, khong cho rang sy hoc hanh dé
dang co (hé ngiin can budce duomg thanh cong cta ho
dugc. Ngay nay, mac song o Au, My da cao, sy hoc da
duge pho bién, hoa ra dé dang, nguedi ta qué chid trong
t&i bang cap cho nén s6 ngudi ¢ tinh than chién dau,
mao hiém giam di: va doc tiéu st cac nha dai kinh
doanh & (hé ki (ruede, (a thdy kich thich, phan khoi gdn
nhu doc tiéu st cdc nha tham hiém. Nhang bai hoc
chién dau, gian lao cia ho rat can cho thé he ré bay
gio, nhatla & nudc ta.

Song than caa Disney ngheo, ¢6 bon nam ngudi

10
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con. Phy than éng lam rat nhiéu nghé: trong cam, mag
khach san, lam thg mdc... ma khéng kha, nam 1910
dung ra phat hanh bao & Kansas, trong mot khu vige
¢ khodng muoi ngan doc gia. Walt Disney lic dé chua
day muodi tudi, voi nguoi anh k& 6ng 1a Roy, phai lanh
viéce giao hai o bao: (& Morning Times vi (O Evening
and Sunday Star. Thoi d6, su gido duc trong gia dinh
rit nghiém khic, con céi phai nghe loi cha me rdm
rap, néu khong thi bi don. Hai anh em Disney duroc
lénh cha, phai giao béo tan tay ngudi mua, néu khong
(hi il nhil cting phai ddl bdo & (rwede ¢t moi nhi roj
lay phién d4 hay cuc gach chan lén. Phy than hai éng
con cdm ding xe dap d€ giao bdo nwia, s¢ quen cai
thoi ngoi trén xe liéng o bao vao san roi phéng lai nha
khac.

[Lam cong viéc do Wall phii diy (it ba gidy ruoi
sang, d6n xe cam nhong chd bio, rdi dem di phat lidn,
toi sdu bdy gid maéi xong. Ludn trong nim sdu ndm
nhu vay, du mua rao, du bao tuyét, ong ciang khong
hd mdtngay nao, trit nhiang khi dau 6m. Co lan, giao
bao cho mdtnhi gidu ¢6 10 swdi, 6ng ndm ngd ngay &
trieée cta nha dé dé hudng chit hoi am, khi tinh day
phai hap tap lam ndt cong vieée cho kip gidr vé 4n sang
01 di hoc.

Khong ¢6 tién an qua, hai anh em 6ng phai lén it
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[am thém nhiéu cong viec khac nhe lau chii xe tang,
giao tring, bo, thudc... dé ki€m thém vai cic mébi ngiy.
Trong vai niam 6ng danh dum dugec mot s6 tién, dira
cho cha gix gium, dén khi xin lai dé tiéu thi éng cy
hao da dem bo vao mot cong viée lam 4n roi.

T do 6ng cang ran kiém nhiéu tién rieng dé
gav von nhung khéng géi cha ntta. Trong khi ban
hoc vé nha nghi ngoi, dan com thi éng lai gitdp viée
cho mot tiém mut hodc di ban bao trong mdt khu
vie méi ma khong cho cha hay. Tém lai, 6ng mudn
lam dn riéng.

Vé gia, k€& lai chuyén d6 cho cac con, éng bio:
“Ong noi cac con nghiém khic qua nén ty nhieén ba
phan tng lai nhuvay. Ba ran tranh, khong mic 16ilam
do6 véi cac con... Nhung ba phai nhan rang éng noi co
mt dee qui 1a nghéo thi ngheo, hé con cal mudn mua
sach thi 6ng ndi khéng khi nao tiée tién”.

Walt Disncy sém c¢6 khiéu vé mén vé. Nam bay
tudi, mot bac si quen cotmotcon ngya roi bao ong ve.
Tuy bi cot, convatvan quay di quay lai hoai, 6ng phai
chay quanh n¢ dé ghi tirng nét. Bac si d6 khen buc
hoa va thudng ong mot so tién.

Ong ctng thich mén kich, cting v6i ban be soan
lay nhing vé ngan dé dién choi, hau hét 12 nhing vo

12
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khoi hai. Ong lai hoe nhac, nheng khong c6 khidu vé
mén nay.

Gan cubi thé chién thi nhat, gia dinh ong tré lai
Chicago. Luic do ong muoi sau tudi, viea di hoc via
lam cong trong mot hang ché mat, vira du nhitng 16p
hoc ve & mdt traong My thudt tu.

Nhung khéng duoc bao 1au, 6ng phaivo tip su &
Sé& Bureu Bién Chicago d¢ muu sinh, r6i khai gian tugi
dé nhap ngd, bi dudi vé.

Khi chién tranh chidm dat, Hong Thap Ty Chi-
cago cAn niam chuce ngudi linh nguyén qua Phap dé
san soc cac thuong hinh My, Ong cing khai gian tugi
ntta vi diege tuyén dung qua Phap 14i xe Hong Thap
Ty

Héi nay ong ki€m duwoc kha tién. Ong cung mot
nguti ban di lugm nhitng non cida linh Pae (rén cac
mat tran v cac ham nip d& han lai cho céc linh My
sip héihweong lam k¥ niém chién tranh. Ong ding tai
vé dé son nhing non do mot cach nham nhé, cho ra
vé mot non cd, ban mot phat sing sdu vao chiée nén
roi Xin vai soi tée & mot tiém hat toc, giat vao 16 sing
d6 cho thém tinh cach “hién thyc”. “Khach hang” clia
dng hi gat, 6ng ban duge mét gia cao nhung da khén
khéo dé ban in it thoi: moi chuyén xe chi ban mot cai

13



NGUYEN HIEN LE

non “ché tao” theo kiéu do dé gic dugc gid mi nguoi
mua khdi nghi ngd.

Trong mirdi mot thang dé & Phdp 6ng hoc khon
dugc nhiéu, luyén dugc tinh than ty 1ap, ty xoay x4
14y, cho nén sau nay 6ng thudng ca tung ché dd quan
dich.

Nam mudi hay tudi, ong vé nudc, tinh than gia
giin nhuw mét ngudi 1én va trong tdi da c6 modt sé von
nho nho.

Phy than éng mudn 6ng vo lam mot hang miit &
Los Angeles, éng lic dau, ddi séng bing nghé ve. Ong
cit la lén: Muén 1am nghé si u? Mudn nhdp bon véi
nhing quan vo lai 36 P Ong khéng cai, ling ling di
vé tinh cd cla ong ¢ Kansas, xin v giapviéc mot hang
quang cao, hang Gray Advertising Company. Ong ve
thit mot tim cho cha hang coi. Cha hdang ung ¥, tra
6ng nam chuc My kim mbi thang. Ong mimg quynh,
khéong thot duge mot 1o, chay moét hoi vé khoe véi
mdt ba co. Ong lam viéc duoc sau tudn, hoc duoc hét
nhitng manh khoe trong nghé thi vira téi lac hét mua
quang cao, cha hiang cho 6ng nghi viéc.

Ong ban véi mot ngudi ban, cung nhau ding ra
lam 4n 1dy. Ho lai dé nghi v4i 6ng chi nhiém to The
Restawrant News, co quan cta motnhom chi khach san:

14
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=181 san lvng chi huy gitum céng viéc nghé thuit
trong toa soan cfia ong.

-Han hanh ldm, nhung bdo t6i nhé qua, khong c6
cong viée de.

- Vo hai... Ong ¢t thu xép cho chiing t6i mot chd
nao do trong 1oOa soan, roi chidng 161 sé vé quiang cio
cho éng. Ong ching mit motxu nao ci va cé thé khoe
ring to hao ¢6 mdt nhém chuyén vién vé nghé thuat.

Ong chd nhiém hoan hi nhan 1oi. Thé 1a ching
ton mot déng nao, ong da co duge mot “xudng ve”.
LAn 1an Ong lam quen véi cac nha in, cac nha kinh
doanh trong chau thanh va lanh duvoc “com-ming”,
ngay trong thang dau da kiém dugce mot s6 tién lon
hon tién cong & Gray Advertising Company. Ty lam
chd minh, du cong viéc nhé nhoi téi may, cang van
thich hon di [Am cong.

Mot hom, ong doc trén bao thay tin hang Phim
Kansas City Film Ad Company cdn mot nguoi ve hi
hoa. Ong lai hoi. Ho bit 6ng phai ve chuyén cho ho,
sudt ngay va tra 6ng bén chue My kim mét tuan, Ong
nhin loi va bat dau cha ¥ t¢i mén hoat hoa (dessin
animé). Nam d6 ong mudi chin tudi (1920).

Ong vira ve vira tim hiéu ky thuat chyp hinh, hat
hong, bao nhiéu sach & thu vién Kansas viét vé hai

15
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mon 4o, Ong déu mugn vé doc hét, A€ danh ién mua
mot may quay phim, quay nhttng xen khéi hii ngin
ngan, 1y ngay tén motvién Giam doc ba nha hat bong
& Kansas, ong Laugh-O-Grams Newton dé dat tén cho
loai phim d6, nho vay gly dugc cam tinh vdi ong ta.

Ong ve nhiéu phim hoat hoa dé quang cao, bit
dau ndi ti€ng trong xt.

Ong muén motcan nha lam xudng ding bao tim
(hanh nién dé day nghé hoal hoa cho; vé nhang phim
hoathga Con Méo di hia (Le Chat Botté), Em Bé quang
khan do (Le Petit chaperon rouge), theo nhitng truyén
cho tré em cda Perrault. Phim rat ngin, chiéu khong
day bay phit, nhung duge hoan nghénh. Lic nay éng
da thanh mot ong cha, cé phong gidy, ¢é nhan vién
dang hoang roi. Nhung 6ng van chua man nguyén.
Kiém dugc it tién qua. Ong mudn thanh cong ryc ro
kia, ong mudn chinh phyc kinh 6 hal bong kia. Nam
1923, éng lén xe lira lai Hollywood.

Moi tdi, ong cé cao vong duoc lam giam doc ky
thuat trong moét hang san xuit phim, nhung sau khi
nghién c¢itu ky hoal dong trong cac phim (ruong, tim
hiéu nghé thuit dién anh, 6ng khiém tén hon, ti nhin
rang minh con phai hoc hoi nhiéu lam, tir nhing céng
viéc nhd nhoi nhat. Sau nay, rat kinh nghiém do 6ng

16
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thuong khuyén cac thanh nién madi vao nghé, du cé
hang cap cao, ¢6 tai nang t6i dau, ciang dieng nén doi
gite nhtng dia vi chi huy voi, cit bit ddu tee nhang dia vi
thap nhat da.

May thang dau kiém viéc khong duoc, s6 tién danh
dum tiéu da gan hét thi mot dip may tdi; Phim Alice
ctia 6ng chiéu ¢ Kansas dueoc mot nha phan phoéi phim
& Hollywood dé v t6i; vh nha dé dé nghi vdi 6ng ve cho
mdét loat phim hoat hoa ciing dung truyén em Alice se
trd 15.000 My kim cho 12 phim.

Ong va 6ng Roy (tir day hai anh em hop tac chat
ché véi nhau) nhan loi ngayva phai di vay mugn dé co
mot s6 von. Khi ong d4a giao dwoc sdu phim réi, hang
phim thay phim khéng dugce khan gid hoan nghénh,
mudn hiy bd giao keo... Walt Disney dap:

- Nhung phim thi bay dd xong roi, khong e bo u?

Thé 1a phai cho chiéu va chinh phim d6 da dem
lai sy thanh cHng cho anh em Disney. Trong nganh
kinh doanh ciing nhu trong nghé thuat, sy thanh cong
¢o khi chi cach sy that hai ¢6 mét buede ngin. Kinh
nghiém ctia Walt Disney ciing y nhu kinh nghiém cia
Somerset Maugham.

Thanh cong r6i dng mdéi nghi t6i vige lap gia dinh
voi ¢6 Lillian Bounds. C6 ngheo, lam thu ky cho 6ng,

17
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leong moi tudn medi Am My kim, ratsiéng ning, tin
tinh lam viéc, khéng heé so do. Khi hai nguoi mén nhau,
¢6 moi 6ng vé nha minh d¢ gisi thicu voime. Ong d4p
rang ho do chia dng ¢ qua, son tay va bac mau coi bé
rac lam, dé ong sam bo do méida.

Ong hai ¥ kién anh, vi 6ng Roy giit tdi tién. Ong
anh hang long nhung ra diéu kién la khong diroc mua
mot ho gia trén ha muoi lim My kim. Ong mua mét
ho cat san hon muoi My kim, 6ng anh cing chiu long.

Ho cwdi nhau nam 1928. Hai ndm sau, loat phim
vé Alice hét dugc hoan nghénh. Ong tao mot “nhan
vat” maoi, con thd Oswald. Nhung lam cho 6ng néi
danh khip thé¢ gidi 1a con chudt Mickey. (Mickey
Mouse),

Vé su xudt hién ctia con chudt nay, nguoi ta da
deng nénnhiéu truyén thuyét. Diane Disney Mille (con
gailon ctia 6ng) ké lai nhu sau trong cuén The Story of
Walt Disney (ban dichra tiéng Phap ciia Nathalic Gara
- Hachette - 1960, nhan dé 1a L’ - Histoire de Walt
Disney):

“Ngudi ta cho rang con Mickey la do mdt con

(1) Tapchi Lectures powurtous s octobre 1966, trong bai Qu'est- ce
qui fait réver Walt Disney, da mac mdt 161 nang, hai lan cheép la
Mickey Mouth (Miéng Mickey).

18
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chudt thye theong leo 1én tAm van dé vé cia ba toi
khi ngudi... & Kansas. Qua 1a ba téi rat yéu nhitng con
vatnho dé. Hoi ba toi, nguoi ddap: “Trailai véi hau hét
cac truyén thuyét khac, truyén thuyét nay co nhiéu
phin ding. Ban dém, ba lam viéc, cac con chudt nhit
(hwong Tuc loi (héa thich {rong gid gidy vun cua ba.
Babatchidng, nhétvao nhing cailong nho, datd trén
han lam vi¢c. Co mot con ma ba thich nhit, khi roi
Kansas, ba tha n6 ra ngoai dong”.

Khi nay ra v vé nhing phim hoat hoa vé chudt,
ong can dil tén cho vai chinh {rong phim, hoi ¥ ba:

- Anh muén goi né 12 con chudt Mortismer, Minh
nghi sao?

Ba khong thich tén do, lya tén Mickey.

Nhung trueée khilam cho 6ng néi danh, con chudt
Mickey da gay bi€l bao ndi lo lang va khé khian cho
dng.

Chung ta kho (uwong tryng duege mol phim hoal
hoa chiéu trong hai muoi giay thoi, ton matbhao nhiéu
cong phu: 480 hinh ve va 50.000 nét ve. Nghia la moi
giay phai chup roi chiéu hal mwoi bon hinh vé, nhu
vay khan gia méi thay nhing c¢ dong lién tiép, chi
khong thay nhing hinh rdi rac. Vé moi ¢t dong cla
con Mickey phdiveé mudi sau tim hinh.

19
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P 1a noivé phim cam.

Nam 1927, & My, phim noi dau tién da xuit hién:
phim Chanteur de Jazz. Mudn cho phim hoat hoa clia
ong khoi chét, Walt Disney phai lam cho no noi dugc,
nghia 12 phai ¢é nhac, ¢6 tiéng noéi va nhitng 4m thanh
do phai cung phatvéi cac cit dong cia con chudt cho
co su phu hop. Moi gidy qua hai muoi bon hinh, néu
tfiét di¢u ctia nhac 1 nhip hai, thi mbi gifly phéai cé hai
nhip, moi nhip cho mu¢i hai hinh.

Ong phai tim nhac céng dé gitip viec, lap motdan
nhac; vay tién cac ngin hang, mudn vay phai thuyét
phuc cac nha tu ban d6 rang phim con chudt Mickey
ctia ong st dugce hoan nghénh.

Sau bao nhiéu lan thi nghiém, ton kém rat ning,
phim hoan thanh, lan dau tién dem chiéu & Broadway,
khan gia cuoi gin vo rap khi nghe con chuot Mickey
noi dugc v nhu nguoi. Sy thanh cong vuot sic tudng
tugng cta hai anh em dng, nhéitla 6ng Roy vi 6ng nay
luén ludn cian nhan rdng ton kém qua, e 16 thoi.

Mot nha phan phéi phim & New York dé nghi voi
ong san xuat mot loat phim Mickey nita. Liic nay ong
da c6 thé lam cao va dat diéu kién; muén chi€u mbi
phim hoat hoa cia 6ng thi phai duwa 6ng trude 5.000
My kim, roi khi chiéu phai chi cho 6ng 40 phan 100 s6

20



DOTNGHE S

tién ban vé. Ho phai chap nhan nhing diéu kién do.

Nhiéu nguoi thay 6ng thanh céng, hat chudc ky
thuéat cda 6ng. Co ké con mua chudce cac ngudi gidp
viec ong dé kéo ho veé lam cho minh nita, nhung ho
déu thathai, vi ho chi mudn kiém tién, con déng thi trai
lai, chi yéu nghé thuit, mudn tién hoai, cai thién hoai
ky thuat, khong khi nao ngtng, do do khong ai dudi
kip ong.

Bao nhiéu tién thu degce vé phim trudce, ong dem
dung hét dé san xuat phim sau, ¢6 khi con phai di vay
thém. S& nhan vién ting lén hoai ma 6ng ba phai coi
soc hét thay; sudt ngay & xudng cho téi khuva, téi bita
Ain thichay ra quan, nudtvoi may miéng roi tré vé lam
viéc. Vi vay ma nam 1931, éng dau. Than kinh suy
nhuoc, mat ngi, tinh tinh quau quo, hé ¢é ai kéu dién
(hoai, 14 nghen thd, mudn khoe, Ong ba phai nghi ngoi,
di du lich it1au. Khi tré vé Hollywood 6ng thay day da
sinh lye dé viegt mot bude khé khin naa.

Lac d6 1a thoi kinh té€ khing hoang; lai thém phim
mau maéi xuat hien. Ong phai cai tién phim hoat hoa
cho kip thoi, phai ve mau. Ong thuong thuyét véi nha
Technicolor dé€ dugc dd¢ quvén dung phiuong phap
Technicolor cho phim hoat hoa cia 6ng trong hai nam.

Ong thi nghiém k¥ thuat magi d6 vao phim; Fleur
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et avbres (Hoa 6 va cay coi). Viea cd mau lai vira ¢o
nhac: chim chéc riu rit bén canh nhttng doa hoa tuoi
thaim, lam khan gia say m¢ trong mudi phat. Phim duoc
giai thudng cda Han 1am vién nghé thuatva khea hoc
dién dnh. Trudc kia 6ng da dugc gidi thudng Oscar vi
nhing phim Mickey.

(Gitta thoi kinh t€ khang hoang, tat ¢d cac xi nghiép
khac déu rit hét chi phi, thii bét nhan vién; 6ng trai
lai, tuyén thém nhan vién, cip duong cho moét s¢ vio
hoc & Viéen My thuat Los Angeles, l4i xe dua dén ho,
vé xirdmg lai ddo tao thém ho naa bt ho phai “phan
tich cit dong”. Trudc kia Ong theo ky thuit nay: cho
mot ngudi mau ditng theo mot te the nao do, cac hoa
cHng nhin ma veé; roi ngudi mau d6i qua tire thé khac,
hoa cong ciing nhin theo dé ma ve. Thanh that hoa
cong khong nhin xél duge nhitng bién chuyén (i (u
thé nay qua tu thé khac, vi vay ma cac hic vé khong
goiduoc nhing cir Adng tue nhién.

Ong thay d6i phuong phap, cho quay phim méi
cit dong roi chiéu cham lai cho hoa cong coi va nhin
xél. Ong quay phim ¢d nhang (4m kinh duong bé,
nhing botxa bong phong 1én rbi vo, nhitng giot niwdc
chay vb6 mot cédi thau, nhing khoi thudc quay trong
khong khi dudi canh quat may, nhitng trai banh cao
su rot xuong dat roi nay 1én, nhing vé mat khi gian
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dit, khi vui cuoi, nhitng [an méi mép may khi néi. Ching
han noi cau: “6ng manh gioi khong?”, moi ta may may
hén 1dn, moi 1an mot khac, phai ghi nhan ky moéi l4dn
roive hinh hoat hoa mai ding sy thee duge. Ong quay
phim ca cac loai vat, va ong duyng duoc gan nhir mot
3¢ th cho ciac hoa cong cta dng nhian xél.

Ong cho ring biy nhiéu cing chua dd, vi 6ng nhin
thiy loai vat nhét & trong chudng cir ddng khac lic
ching séng ty do & gitta thién nhién. Ong sai mot s6
nguoi di quay phim cac loai vit & giaa thién nhién. Do
dé ma phim hoat hoa cda 6ng ril da tinh cach hién
thire, va sau nay 6ng nay ra ¥ quay phim nhing phim
tai licu lam mé khan gid.

Ong Roy thdy phi ton ning qud, cin nhin hoai;
ong chi mim cudi, kiém dugc bao nhiéu tién, trit hét
ca vao cong vige. Toi 34 noi: ong chi dung tién dé thye
hién nhitng mong dep ctia 6ng thoi ma!

Ong c6 tim nheng ngudi c6 i bit chude tiéng
kéu clia cac loai vat; tiéng ga gdy, vit kéu, chim hét,
ngya hi...va gap dugc moét nguoi nhuwvay - tén 14 Nash
- 6ng muon lién, tra motsd tién cong ritcao. S6 nguwoi
gidp viéc ong, hoi thinh nhat, 1én téi 1.500. Mot phin
do 6ng dao tao tir nhitu nam truede.

Nam 1931 éng hoan thanh phim Ba con heo con.
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Phim n6i danh lién cing nhu nhing phim Mickey hoi
triedre. Moicon heo ¢d motca tinh riéng, rat dé thuong,
va diéu hat “Who's afraid of the big bad wolf, the big
had wolf, the big bad wolf?” (Ai so con cho sé6i 1én
hung dit, con cho soi lon hung dw, con chd s6i 16n
hung dit), chang hao 1au truyén khap trong nudc.
Thanh nién nao cang hat cau do. Va hé nhiac dén
Disney thi ngudi la nhd ngay (&i hinh anh con chudl
Mickey va ba con heo con. C6 nguoi tinh rang phim
Ba con heo con dem lai cho éng mot 6 101 14 600.000
Anh bang, nhung 6ng bao chi dugc 161 25.000 Anh bang
sau khi lam viéc tin lye trong hai nam.

Lic do danh 6ng vang khap hoan cau. Theo Dale
Carnegie, & Alaska, dan Esquimau thich phim Mickey
(i ndi thanh lap mot hoi goi 1 Hoi Con chudl Mickey.
Céac nha san xuit d6 choi & My, xin phép ong dung
hinh con chudt Mickey va ba con heo con. Myt nhi
san xudt déng ho chudng, nay ra cai y ding ngoén tay
con Mickey lam kim chi gio, phiat, nh¢ vay ma so ban
nhay vot lén.

Nhung phim 6ng ap u tir 1au 1a phim Nang Bach
Tuyét va bay chi lin, ndi dung rut trong mot truyén
tré em bat hit cda anh em Grimm,

Ong mudn ring phim d6 phai la phim hoat hoa
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dung sw that nhit, dep nhit va dai nhatl nta. Ngay
phim Ba con heo con cling chi chiéu dugce ¢é tam phit.
Ong dinh phim Ndang Bach Tuyét phai chiéu dugc tAm
muoi phat, mudi lan dai hon. Nghe du dinh do, ong
Roy nhin mat. Tién dau? linh so so cting mat dén
nia triéu Mv kim. Réi ¢é thu di von khong day?

Ong khong nghe 161 can ciia anh, nhat dinh thee
hién cho dwoc. Nang Bach Tuyét phai dep tuyét tran.
Moi cha 1in phai ¢é mdt ca tinh riéng. Phai co tiéng
chim haét, tiéng gio thdi, tiéng sudi réc rach... Nhing
cai d6 ddu dé cad. Ong kiém duoe mot thidu ne muwdi
bay tudi, than hinh manh mai, nét mit thanh ta, civ
déng mém mai, uvén chuyén vi nang hiét maa (phu
than nang lam gidm d6¢ mot trieong day vii). Cac hoa
cong cua ong phan tich ky nhing nél mal cung civ
déng clia nang roi thém bot, cham chudc, vé thanh
Nang Bach Tuyét.

Kh¢ nhil 1a kiém duoc mot giong néi hgp vdi
nang tién do. Ong bude ring giong cua Bach Tuyét
phéi cho thinh gid cidm giac nhu t tién gidi hay
xudng. Co giong tdtlai phaibiét hdt neea thi mai dd
diéu kién.

Ong phai nguodi tim cho 6ng “ky quan” dé. Dé cho
khdi bi anh huéng vi v& mit ctia cac thi sinh, 6ng ngbi
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trong phang gidy, bt may ghi 4m dé nghe ho néi va
hat trong mot phong bén.

MOl hdm ngudi ta gidi thiéu 6ng mol em mudi
hén tudi giong rit tét. Ong nghe xong, lic diu: giong
trong that, nhung cé vé nhue giong mdt ngudi ba chyc
tudi. Phai tim mot giong tré trung kia. Rot cudc, thi
sinh duoc tuyén 14 nang Deanna Durbin, sau nay noi
li€ng (rén man anh. Nang sinh {rong mdl gia dinh ca
si, tiéng nhir tiéng chim.

FPhim moi quay dugc nia ching thi s6 tién vay &
ngin hang Rank of America da hét nhin. Mudn vay
thém thi phai cho ngudi dai dién ngan hang coi nhing
canh d4 quay roi xem coOng viée ra sao. (3ng mién cadng
phai chiéu cho vién Pho chd tich ngan hang tén la Joe
Rosenberg xem vai canh;

Trong khi chi¢u, Rosenberg chi nhin vai, thinh
thoing thét mot ti€ng “A”. Chiéu xong, 6ng ta di ra,
viron vai, ngo chung quanh réi noi nhitng chuyén bang
quo, khong phé binh mot 1o nao ca.

Disney toat md hoi nghi bung:; “Nguy roi”.

Mai dén khi 1&n xe hoi d3é vé, Rosenberg maoi than
nhién bao:

- Ong se tha hd ma hét bac.

Disney mimg nhu nguoi sap chét dudi ma duoc
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vit. ROt cugde, khi phim hoan thanh, tinh so, ton hét
thay 12 1.700.000 My kim . Roy trudc kia chidi tinh
6 500.000 My kim. Thoi @6 chua hé ¢6 phim nao tOn
kém nhuevay, Mat tron hai nam. Cudinam 1937, phim
ra matkhan gid, chiém ky luc vé s6 thu. Lién tiép hon
mim tudn, rap hat béng lom nhal & New York diy nghet
ngudi coi. Chitrong nhitng rap chiéu ddc quyén phim
d6, s6 thu cing da dvge tAm triéu My kim. Ta nén nho
hoi d6, gid mbi vé ré lim. Sau nay phim Awiant en
emporte le vent thu duoc tir hai chuc téi ha chuc triéu
My kim, nhung moi vé dil gdp niim vé phim Bach
Tuyét. Ta11960, 86 thu cda phim Bach Tuvét dugc vao
khodng mudi ldm tri¢u My kim.

Sau phim d¢ toi phim Pinecchio, cing ratton kém
(hai triéu ruoi My kim), va ciing 101 nhiéu. Hai anh em
Disney {rd hél no nan, con dir duge hai triéu My kim
dung dé cat nhitng phim trudng tdi tan & Burbank
(Californic).

Trong khi xay cat, than phu 6ng hoi éng:

- Nay Walter, xay catclia no nay roi dung vao viée
gidugc?

- Thua ha, dé quay phim.

(1) Sau nay phim Néng cong chia ngi trong rieng tOn trén nim tri¢u
Mg kim.
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- Con khong hiéu y ba roi. Néu lam in ma khong
kha thi ding nd vao viéc gi duoc?

-Da... diung lam duong duong diroc lam.

Sau vy Tran Chau Cang, My 1lam chién. Ong Roy
héo 6ng:

-"l'inh hinh tai chinh cta minh nguy kich roi day.
Thiéu ngan hang hén triéu ruci My kim. Vita xay cat
phim truong Burbank, vira quay nhang phim Pirocchio,
Bambi, Fantasio ma lac niy ci thi tredng chau Au mat
roi.

Nehe vay, ong bit cudi. Ong Roy bye minh:

- Vui lam sao, ma cudi?

- Khéng, t6i nhé lai hoi anh em minh thi¢u mét
ngan My kim ma khong ai cho vav. Nay ngan hang
chiu cho minh thiéu hon triéu ruoi My kim. Bau ¢é
nguy nhw héi triedge, anh?

Con nguoi do khong bao gid quan tim téi tién
bac cd. Khéng phai la 6ng khong biét gid tri cida
tién bac. Thié€u ai tién 6ng lo tra cho hét thi mai yén
tam. Nhung 6ng chi coi tién bac nhu mot phuong
tién dé€ lam viéc thoi. Khéong mudn gom tién dé
hudng thu. Ong khong cé 14y mot chiée du thuyén
nia.
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Hai anh em Disney danh phai kéu ¢d phi¢u Ia bon
triéu My kim, mot phan nam ¢ phan danh cho nhan
vien. Khi gap Henri Ford, 0ng ké lai chuyén do; ong
vua x¢ hoi khuyén 6ng:

- Néu phaiban mot ¢d phan cho ngan hang thi tha
han hét di.

Sau nay Wall Disney mai (thiy loi khuyén do 14
titng trai. Hé d€ cho cacnha ly tai trong cac ngan hang
¢6 ¢6 phan va xen vo ¢ong viée 1am 4n cia minh, thi
minh sé mat hél doc 1ap, khong thé sang (ao, san xuil
nhue minh muén nita. Ho khéng nghi téi nghé thuat,
khong nghi téi ky thuat, chi hiét kiém loi cho nhiéu
(héi.

Trong thé chién thi nhi, cong ty Disney gap nhiéu
noi khé khin: thi trudng thu hep chi con khong day
mot niva, tirc chau My vi méit hét cadc chiu khac; mot
s 1on nhan vién nhatla cac hoa cong phai nhap ngd.
bang budn nhat la khong con sy canh tranh nita, nén
ngh¢ thudt khéng tién duge. Khan gid khong doi hbi
nhing phim hay, cé le khong co ca cai tam trang binh
tinh dé thudng thiic duoc nghé thuat. Khi nguoi ta
phai lo nghi vé ¢ tram chuyén: t tinh mang nguoi
than & mat tran téi ky dudng, hop sia, thude vai... thi
gap phim nao ngudi ta cing coi, mién giét dugce thi
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gi¢. Cho nén nhitng phim d& nhat cing dong khin
gid. Ma Disney nhat dinh khéng chiu san xuat nhang
phim dé&, con nhu sdn xuit nhiing phim hay thi thiéu
nhan vien, t6n kém qud mé nhat dinh s¢ 16. C6 phin
clia 6ng mat gia tr 25 My kim thyt xudng con 3 My
kim. Ong dau long phai thai bét nhan vién, dau long
thay nhttng ngudi coOng tac véi minh ca chue nam roi
cting khong tin minh nita, dem ban ré ¢d phan di. Ong
khéng trach ho, dng chi tir trach minh théi.

Pang luc dé thi chinh phid muén 6ng hop tac, giao
cho 6ng cong viéc quay nhing phim i liéu & Nam
My dé gay cam tinh voi cac dan toc Argentine, Brésil,
Pérou, Chili... ¢ gidp ngudi Hué ky hiéu ho va d€ ho
hiéu lan nhau.

Sau 6ng con quay nhieu phim cho khong quan,
(thdy quan, ¢a cho bo Tai chanh nita 38 nhiac nho ngudi
ta dong thué. Hau hét déu la nhaeng phim hoathoa. C6
mét phim hi hoa d€ giéu Hitler. Ong gitp nudc duoc
dic liee, cho nén Hitler da mat sat 6ng, bdo nhtng phim
trivong cua 6ng ¢ Hollywood 1a nhang xuwdng ché tao
cho chién tranh.

MAay niim chién tranh d6, cong ty Disncy chi dd
song lay 1at. Hoa binh trd lai, 6ng hét nhin von. Cac
ngudi cOng tac voi 6ng luc tuc trd vé, nhung da mat
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cai nép ¢, thiéu tinh (han déng d6i, 1ong yéu nghd,
ong lai mat cong huan luyén lai.

Réi vH tuyén truyén hinh xudt hién, canh tranh
vii nganh dien anh. Ong mot miil vin san xudi nhang
phim hoat hoa nhu Cendrillor, Peter Pan (hai phim
nay rat thanh cong), mot mat hudng qua nganh “phim
giao duc”, sau d6i tén la “phim tai licu®, vi hai tiéng
“gido duc” lam cho khan gia nghi ng¢ rang phim kho
khan qué, ¢o tinh cach tuvén truyén nta.

Phim dau tién 1a phim/Llle aux phogues (Pao hai
hao). Chiéu thit & Pasadena trong mot tuan 1&. Trong
khi chiéu 6ng phan phat nam ngan to giay hoi y kién
v cam (rong cta khan gid. Pai da s6 déu hoan nghénh.
Han lam vién Nghé thuit va khoa hoc Dién anh ting
phim d¢ mét gidi thudng nhung cic nha phan phoi
phim, ngu xuin, cho 1a phim kho khan, khong hip
dan, khong chiu thué. Buc minh, 6ng phai mudn mot
rap hat bong & Broadway dé chiéu lay. Chiéu lién tiép
ha béon thang ma van con dong khach. Bon phan phoi
phim lic 46 moi lai xin 101 ong va ¢ ké con tiée rang
phim ngin qué nita.

Tt d6 loat phim “Clest la vie” (Boi day nay) mbi
ngay mot phat trién, 1an at ca loai phim hoat hoa Mickey,
Ba con heo con gay cho khiap thé gioi nhitng phutngac
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nhién va say sira. Ching ta dueoc hedng tit ca nhitng
cidm giac ctia m6t nha tham hiém, mdt nha bac hoc,
lai dwoe hudng nhang cam hiing dao dat ciia mot thi
nhan, cia mit triét gia, vi trong nhing phim dé chdang
ta thay duoc nhitng cai bi mat, ring ron, nhing cai
dep de, thivica cai triéLly cia doi song nied. Chuing la
nhin nhitng canh hoa xoe ra 1an lan mém mai va ryc
rg mau sic: con di¢u mia nao dep hon nia! Chiing ta
theo doi mot con gau den di kiém mat: nd ning né
nhu vay ma khon lanh va.., cting tham an nhu cac em
hé viy. Ching (a phuyc (i tri va die kién nhin, siéng
nang cda con that (castor); ndé nhé yéu chang c6 mot
khi ¢y nao cd, chi dung riang, chan va dudi ma xay
dugc nhimg cai dap mot cach rat nhanh chong va vimg
hén khong kém nhimng cai dap clia cac ky su. Va ching
la véu (4l cd van val, W con chim, con kién, con bo
hung téi con voi, con bdo, con su tk. Ching ta véu tit
Ca v try.

Co phai vi Disney gay dugc cho ta long “phiém
ai” do, ma nam 1966, ¢6 nguoi dé nghi 6ng ¢ng ¢t giai
Hoa hinh Nobel khong? Nt ky gid Oriana Fallaci Tai
phdng van éng ve tin dé (Lectures pour tous s6 Octobre
1966), 6ng ngac nhién, hoi lai:

- bé ¢k t61 u? Nhung t6i co lam gi cho hoa binh
dau?
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Ong tuyét nhién khong nght téi danh vong dé,
chi muén ghi lai thién hinh van trang cda v tru cho
ching ta thdi. Ngudi ta bao Fabre 1a thi si cda con
tring. To6i cho Disney 13 thi si cta vi try. Fabre ghilai
trén gidy. Ong ghi lai trong cuén phim. Ong ba tdc
cOong (rinh cia Fabre. Coi phim 6ng (a thich (hd hon
14 doc Fabre. Tré da thich ma cing gia lai cang thich.

Ong t6n cong biét bao &€& quay nhang phim “C’est
lavie”. Ong din k¥ cac nguoi gitp viéc ong;

- bung tiéc phim. Khong ¢6 giré bing phim. C¢
quay that nhiéu di, ding bo mot chi tiét ndo ca.

[To thuong ngimng quay khi tréi xdm t6i. Ong bit
ho ¢t tiép tuc quay khi ndo khong nhin thay hinh trong
ong kinh nta maéi thoi. Nhe vy ma phim Thung ling
cia loai thdt (La vallée des Costors) ¢é nhiing xen
chiéu cac con that lam viéc tdi t6i mit. Man dnh cang
t01 xuong thi khan gia cang cham chd theo doi tieng
ctt ddng cda con vat, va cang thay thich thd.

bé quay phim Sa mac sinh dong (Le désert vi-
vant) ong dung hon nadm nha sinh vat hoc giéi chup
hinh, g&ivo sa mac; phim chi chiéu duoc nira gio; dng
thay ngdn qua, dng bit ho trd lai sa mac, quay tiép.
Phi t6nla nadm tram ngan My kim, nhung 101 duge sdu
bay triéu My kim.

35



NGUYEN HIEN LE

Fhim Sw tw Phi Chdx (Lions d’Afrique) ton hai
nam d€ quay. Nhan vién phai diu xe cam nhéng &
gitra rirng ¢ tudn 1¢ d¢ “sin” hinh, nhd vy ma chyp
duge nhiéu canh la, nhu canh mdt con té sa lay, canh
mot con su td tin cong moi, canh mot bay chim mia
(heo mdt diéu nhac cla Liszl.

Phim Bi madt ciia déi séng (Les secrets de la vie)
chuyén quay vé cac loai con triung: Chiing ta thi tuéng
tugng noi kho khian khi chup cac dong tac caa con
kién trong 6 cia nd. Phai quay lam nhiéu lan réi chap
ndi cac hinh lai. Ta thady nhang con kién ndm biu 13y
nhau dé hac ciu cho cac ban ti chiéc 14 nay qua chiéc
14 khac. Tinh thin ddng doéi cha chang thiee dang phuc.
Thit nhat1a khi ta dvge muc kich nhang day leo dua
nhing voira run ray, do dam kiém mot cho niu, kiém
duoe roi thi quan 1ay réi hwonmg vé phia mél (rdd mi
fim anh sang va sinh khi. Thi ra cay ¢é cing thong
minh «? Van vat trong va try déu theo luat d6: Ging
stec chién ddu dé tim anh sang va sinh khi, ma tién
lén.

Niim 1960 6ng thye hién mol phim vé lodi ong ma
ong tinh sé matha nam. Ong con du dinh nhiéu phim
nita: Phim Thé gidi va nhdn loai (People and Places)
quay nhing tai lieu vé cac dan toc & Alaska, & Thai
Lan, & dado Samoa... Da kham pha trén mat dat, éng

34



DOTNGHE S

con mudn kham pha & day bién nga. Ong musn o lic
cong viéc cua Jules Verne, quay phim Heai van hai i
dieci ddy bien (20.000 lieues sous les mers). Phim do
hoan toan ghi lai sy thuce, tuyét nhién khéng ding mot
thuat gia tao nao ca.

Pong thoi 6ng van tiép tuc sdn xuidt nhitng phim
hoathoa... PhimThe lady and the trump (nhan dé tiéng
Phép la La Belle et le clochard) chi€u truvén hai con
ché: mét con choé cai dep de ¢é chi va mot con cho
duclang thang, da diroc khan gia Sai Gon hoan nghénh
gan bang phim Nang Bgch Tuyét. Truoc khi mat ong
con kip quay mét phim hoat hoa nita, theo cot truyén
Lelivre dela jungle cua Kipling. Nghe ndi phim nay se
dem chiéu & Au, My. Chi coi may tAm hinh gidi thiéu
(rong mol & bdo ching (4 cung dd mé roi: mil em
nhd, em Mowgli ng6ivao long mot con gau, noichuyén
voi mot con khi, di choi véi mét con hdo den... Toi
doan phim se ta tat ca nhing vé ngay tho rat dé thuong
cda tudi tho, tudi gdn véi thién nhién va loai vat nhit.
Con gi cam dong bang canh em bé két ban vai lodi vat.

Lin lin tai chanh cda 6ng vugng 1én. Ong thu vo
duoc rat nhiéu tién, nhung lai dung hét dé thyc hién
mot mong vi dai nea: tao mot thé gisi huyén 4o cho
(ré em va nguoi I6n, (hé gidgi Disneyland.
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Khi dem ra ban tinh véi ban hé, ai cing cho éng
14 khing. Chinh cac con éng ciing nghi viy.

Ong mua motkhu d4t rong ba muoi mau, trede 1a
mdt vuon cam bo hoang & phia Nam Los Angeles roi
kiém dugc bao nhiéu tién 6ng doc ca vao dé, moi ndm
ca chyc triéa My kim, lién tiép maedi mot niim nay.

Ong doidoi, dio séng, bic ciu, xay dyng 1au dai-
motlau dai cao 21 thwde nhwe trong truyén La Belle au
Bois dormant - roi tac da cac tro chet lanh manh va
mai mé cho tré em va nguoi Ién. Nguoi ta tinh da co
sdu chyc triéu ngudi vo coi, trong s6 d6 co hiing chyc
Vi qudc veong va quoc truedng. Phai mudn 206 ngudi
quét don. Noi ndm 1966 da thu duge 116.000.000 My
kim thyc 12 mét vudn choi vi dai nhat the gidi.

Vao do tré em sé gap vua Arthur va cac ky siclia
ong, gap Alice & x1t day nhing ki quan, giip Nang Bach
Tuyét v6i bay chid lin va nang Céng Chaa ngd trong
ritng. Ching cé thé di thu trén song réi bi cudp danh,
nhung Peter sé toi dung lic dé cieu. Chang ¢ thé danh
du vao cai ngd moét con voi, nam lén lung mbt con ca
sau roi phong trén dong nuede, cudi 1én dau motcon té
- nhung coi ching nhé, phai biu cho chic, kéo khino
ngdp thi nhao xuéng soéng day.

Lu6n ludn 6ng tao ra nhimng tro choi maéi cho hgp
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(hoi. Ngay nay khach vo coi c6 (hé ngdi trong hoa ién
ma bay lén cung trang, chui xudéng mottiém thay dinh
ma “tham hiém”, ngdm nhing mém san ho, nhung
con cd da mau sic kv di, canh hoang tan cta luc dia
Atlantide, va nghe tiéng hat mé hon cia nit than dau
ngudi dudi ca.

Néu han nhé nhung thai ¢ thi xin mdi han 1én
mat chiée xe ngua roi du lich canh mién Tay My hoi
xua, danh baivéi bon di tim vang (khong duoc cung li
-vitrong Disneyland nguoi ta khéng han rugu, so bon
luu linh say bi ti roi pha phach, ving (ye) mua ban voi
bon Da Dé, nhin ho khiéu vi va nghe ho ca hat nhirng
diéu ter hai trdm nam trudc.

Ban se diroc nghe nhing hong phong lan hat 1én
nhtng diéu du deong khi ngdi mot chiée xe banh gb
do lita kéo vé mot khu rieng. Cé nhing cii hang véi
thach nh, nhitng céi thac, nhitng dudng ham, va co
ca mol bai sa mac.

Va ban sé gidt minh khi thay Tong thong Lincoln
ngoi trong mot cai ghé hanh, mim cuodi voi ban roi
dimg day, diang hing, dicn thuydl cho ban nghe v
dan cha, vé te do. Co b so gud, hét lén. Co ngudi lai
cdm déng mudn khoc. DE tao ngurdi may do ong da
ton khong hiét bao nhiéu tién, va chi nhim mdi myc
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dich nhic chiing ta nha chinh sach dan chia cia Lin-
coln d& duy tri, phat huy no.

The gidi ky 4o 6ng tao ra d6, chinh 6ng lai it khi
dam dit chan toi, vi dng ¢6 cdi trang cach nao thi ciing
¢o ngudi nhan ra duoce, chaylai cdn dudng, xin chit ky
va thién ha sé bu lai lam 6ng mdt ca budi. Ong danh
phai t¢i han dém, ngdi trong mdt phi co rieng, bay
lieon & trén khong dé ngdm nhitng 4nh dén At mau tir
dudi chiéu lén, Mbi thang dng toi vai lan nhu vay roi
nghi dém lai trong mot can phong ¢ trén cai trai cla
nhin vién ¢ttu hoa.

Khi hay tin éng mat Disneyland treo ¢ r va cac
hoa cong ctia Ong ngung vé han d6 cho mot Disneyland
th nhi, vi éng dinh ho ra ndm tram triéu My kim dé
tao mot Disneyland & Floride ntta. Khong biét roi
chwong (rinh d6 ¢o phai bo dd khong.

Tru¢c khi mat 6ng muén thyc hién thém nhiéu
phim hoat hoa dé giap quin chiing hiéu nhang bi mat
cla nguyén ti, nhing thyc hién cda khoa hoc trong
cudc du hanh khong gian.

Ong rit khiém t6n. C6 nguoi dé nghi véi dng ra
tng ¢t Tong théng vi ong 12 ngudi duge dan My mén
nhit. Ong cho d6 chi 1a motloi néi diia. Nguoi ta goi
6ng [A mot nghé si, dng cing khoéng chiu, chi nhin
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minh lam cai nghé san xuit phim.

Cé lan 6ng hao “nhiing ngay ching ta séng trén
trai dat nay chi nhe métvet cuce nhd liea lai trén dong
cat cda bo bién thoi gian.”

Loi d6 lam cho t6i nh¢ 101 Einstein néi vai Gandhi:
“Ngai mdi Ta mol vi nhan. Toi chi nhie mot em bé choi
trén bo hién va may man tim dugce vai cai vo 6c¢ dep
hon nhtng vo 6¢ khac, thé thoi.”

Con gai ong, ¢o6 Diane, hoi sau tudi van khong
hiét cha minh 14 mét danh nhan, héi ong:

- Ba, tui ban con no bao Ba la Walt Disney, phai
viay khong Ba?

- Con biét roi ma!

- Danh nhian Walt Disney chinh 13 Ba u?
Ong gatdau, mim cuoi,

- Vay Ba cho con xin chit ky nhér

Truéc sau 6ng nhin duoc chin trim gidi thudng,
(rong s6 do, ¢é nhing biang cip ién si danh dg cia
Paihoc dutng Ilarvard va Yale, 31 giai Oscar, 32 huy
chirong clia 32 qudc gia.

Nhiéu trudng ¢ My mang tén 6ng ti khi ong con
song.

ie,
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Khi ngudi ta gidgi thiéu 6ng vai vaa Thai Lan, vi
quoc viong nay ap ung:

-Tau B¢ Ha, chét, xin 161, thea 6ng, t6i cam dong
qua. Toi cung lon lén voi con Mickey cla 6ng day.

Ong dang 12 mot vi qude veong lAm chit! Qudc
vireng cia thé gidi Pién anh vi (¢ xwa chwa ¢6 nha
quay phim nao dugc nhu 6ng, ma sau nay cting
khéng chic ¢é nha nao theo kip 6ng, tao duge mot
Disneyland nhu 6ng. Ma danh éng chic con truong
ton, trong khivd s6 quoc vieong chiang con duoc ai
nhic tdi.

Bi quyét thanh cong clia 6ng & dau? Trong cudc
phéng van, 6ng néi véi Oriana Fallaci:

- Di nhién, toi [a mot ngudi lac quan. Nhung lac
quan ma c¢ da oc thue t€ d€ hiéu rang tién ho 1a hai
bude tién 1én roi mol bude thut lai, ma bude thut i
d6 khong c¢6 nghia 12 su tién b6 ngung han (...) Khi
Am thanh xuat hién trén man Anh, khong con ai thich
xem phim hoathoa nita; nhung t6i da ap dung ky thuat
am thanh vao nhung hoat hoa cda toi va khip thé gigi
da nhiét liét hoan nghénh nhitng phim do. 16i riu ri
khi thay, sau thé chi€n, phim hoat hga khéng lam cho
khén gia thich ntta va t6i da trai qua nhtng ngay chan
nan, thyc I chan nan, nhung roi 161 da quay nhing
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phim vé loai vat va thién ha da nhiét liét hoan nghénh
nhitng phim vé loai vat.

Noudi khac gip nhang kho khin d6 chic da ho
cude. Ong (hiing ndi nho lac quan, Ly lin vi nhéat B
nh¢ tinh than ciu tién, lam viéc hoai. Suot ngay ong
don doc cong viée ¢ phim trudng, cha y téi tieng chi
tict mot, di tir ban nay téi ban khac, khong miy khi
ngoi ¢ ban gidy. Dém t6i ong suy nghi dé tim v mdi.
That ra 6ng lam viéc mudi bon gid mot ngay. Mot hai
thang trade khi mat 6ng con hao:

- Toi con dd nhing co quan troi cho, tre hai cai
hach hau long (Amygdale). Téi tin rang toi con song
duoc lau. VA lai to1 can phai séng lau, rat can, vi con
nhidu viece phailam qua. Con phai xay diyng hai thanh
phé nita, t6i dd mua dat roi. Mot thanh pho Mua Dong
& ndi Sequoai dé truot tuvét va mot thanh phé Mia
He¢ & Floride. Thanh phé nay rong gap 170 lan
Disneyland ciing sé mang tén | Disneyland va chia
lam hai khu vuc; Ngay Nay va Ngay Mai...

Vay la 6ng da lam viéc lién tiép non nira thé ky,
cho tdi khi chét. Nhieng néu chi co thé thoi, nghia [a
néu ong chi cd nhitng dic: lac quan, thyc té, kién nhan
chién ddu va cam cui lam viée thi 6ng cing chua hon
gi nhi¢u nha doanh nghié¢p khac. Ong hon ho & cho
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bao nhiéu tién kiém dugce trit hét vio nhing mong
ciia ong dé tao nhieng modng k¥ ao cho nhan loai. Ong
da thye hi¢én duoge nhtng cdi mong cia anh em Grimm,
Perrault, Andersen, Fabre, Jules Verne, Mark Twain,
Kipling... Ong khiém ton khong tir nhan 13 méot nghé
3T, ntnmg trong lich st Dién anh, ai lh ngudi dang mang
danh nghé si hon 6ng?
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WI LLIAM SOMIEIERSIET

MAUGHAM
(1874-19665)

- Cif szng iae oho cd nghe thadt, lam voi ngud! doe,
aguoi ngho, ngadi nhin, o7 Jokin ¢d v ek cong
kich cude sdng thi nhdng dds wida hong minh 59 Ry
rif irong ldc pham ra duoe moi bai hac.

- Toi thidc vdo [do trude... Xu'a kia nguoi ta ral chi
fronig KA hink Hife vd bE cue. Ngdy nay e hang
van ARhAR Mol T8V tdi cdl dep trong bt phdp. Chdng
han nhdng trupén ngdy nay khona phai ld nkt’ng
ndi ehuvan nifa, ofti g Rhdng 4n firong thar

- Aiie kdu mEa gign di nhat - wie cudc dFH mor nprdi
ainh ra, idn 85 ldm 1idn o8 vo ed con, réf ohdi - o
15 fai ld bofe kidu mao hodn lodn nhal
- Khong the Hm duos su yan 6n tdm héa frong cong
vide hay frong vui thil. o ngodi deifiay trang lu vién
ddu. Phai tim a9 trong ndi 1dm minh.
(. Maughain)
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Ong 13 mot trong nhieng nha vin sang tac nhiéu
nhat caa thé ky, viét déu déu, lién tiép sau chuc nam
(tac phdm dau tay: Liza of Lambeth, xudt han ndm 1897,
va tac pham cudi cung; Peints of view xuat ban vio
khoang 1959 {1), leu lai mot su nghiép gém 25 vé kich,
30 (ruyén dai, 120 truyén ngin vi vii (ap Cao ludn.

Co tac gia viét vé nhiéu loai hon 6ng, chang han
J.P. Sartre con vidt veé triétly: nhung riéng vé tiéu thuydt
thi ai cting phai nhan ring it ¢ tai ning nao da dién
nhu tii nang ctia 6ng: Ong ta doi song dan nghéo trong
cac 0 chudl & khu Tambeth tai Luin Bon (Liza of
Lambeth); éng ché giéu xa hoi trudng gid cda Anh
Mr. Craddock, The Constant Wife, The Breadwinner,
ong mia mai gioi van si Luidn Pon (Cakes and Ale) ong
da dao chién tranh (For services vendered, dng tiéu
(huyé&l hoa tidu st hoa s Gauguin (The moon and six-
pence P, ong viét lich st tiéu thuyét (Catalina, Then
and Now “ viét mot han tu trayen (OF human bond-
age @ lai viét ca truyén trinh tham (Ashenden or the

(1) Chting t&i chua duge doc cudn nay, nhd mai mai mat to bao nao
da gioi thiéu qua loa hdy, tAm nam nay.

(2) Ban tiéng Phdp ctia Ba E-RBlanchet trie¢c mang nhan dé
L'Envouté nay (01 lai 1a La lune ¢t soixante quinze centimes.

(3) Ban tiéng Phap: Plus ca change ctia nha Plon,

(4) Ban tiéng FPhap: Servifude humaine cia Ba E-R-Blanchet, ban
tiéng Viet catbot: Kiép nguoi, clla Nguvén Hién La.
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British agent), ghi chép ca phong tyc cic quin déo
Polynésie ¢ Thai Binh Duong (trong nhiéu truyén ngan
ma nhi Arthéme Fayard da gom lai va dich thanh cuén
Larchipel aux sivénes va cuén Le Sortilege malais)...

Boi canh tiéu thuyét cda 6ng rai rac gan khap thé
gidi: ‘1t Anh qua Phap, Pic, Thuy Si, Y, Y Pha Nho,
My, Ai Cdp, Ma Lai, Heong Cang, Trung Hoa...

Téac pham ctia 6ng da phong phi, da dién ma lai
dugce nhiéu doc gid hoan nghénh nhat. Vé kich, vd
Rain (Mua) da duwoc dién trén bon ndm rueoi, da dugce
phdng tac ra ti€ng Phap va dién & Ba 1.é roi dua lén
man anh tim 1an. Riéng & Nttu Udc, kich d¢ duoc dién
licn tiép trén hai niim, va mot 1an mot s6 nha phé binh
ndi danh ¢ Nitu Udc da bau kin dé lga mudi vé kich
hay nhat thi kich Hamlet clia Shakespeare dung dau
s rHl 13 kich Kain.

Truyén dai, truyén ngan cda ong da dugc dich ra
moi tha tiéng ' va tir triede t6i nay da ban duge &0

(1) Riéng & uwde la, ngoaiban dicly, cul: Ofhuman bondug e Kiép
nguei con cod ban dich cudn The painted veil: Bite binh phong clia
Nguyén Minh Hoang, ban dich cudn Up at the villa: Cdi dém hiom
dy ca Gidn Chi (nha Cio Thom 1961); ban dich The Razor's
Truvén ngdn cung da dich duge nhiéu nhung mdéi dang trén bao,
chua in thanh sdch.
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(riéu ban (theo bao Time 86 24-12-65; Jean Knechl
trong tuan bao Le Monde (Sélection hebhdomadaire)
16 dén 22-12-65 bao 1a 25 triéwy, e sai), nam 1965 di in
thém hai triéu ban; va riéng cudén The Razor’s Edge,
tir khi xuét ban, (1944) t&i nay da ban duge 5 triéu
ban. Truyén Of Human bondage, dd balin dua lén man
anh, lan cubi cing vao khoang nim 1963.

Nh¢ nhitng thanh cdng dé ma 6ng giy duoc mot
gia san do so (khoang 50 triéu quan Phap hién nay =
10 tri¢u dollars méi, vao byc nhat trong s6 cdc nha
cam viét chi thua co Tolstoi. Theo Jean Knecht thi
nhtng hoa pham in twong 6ng suu tip trong nita thé
ky, dem ban dau gid nam 1962 duoc bay triéu quan
Phap, theo héi sudt chinh thic vao khodng tram triéu
bac.

“Cé le vi sach 6ng han chay nhue vay, 6ng kiém
duoc nhiéu tién qua nhu vay, nén ¢ ké da trach ong
12 ham tién.

Ong dap:

“Tién lg cdi gidc guan thit séu cia con ngudi, nho
né md nam gidc quan kia moi tinh nhué.”

Co ngudi lai ché éng la chi biétké chuyén, khong
6 tu tudng lap trudng gi ca. Ong khong cdi lai:
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“I'6i thude vao cai lép trede. 161 khéng maiy wa
van hoc hién dai. Xwa kia ngudi ta rat chd trong toi
hinh thitc va su b6 cuc. Ngay nay, chi hang vin nhén
mai dé y toi cai dep trong hat phap. Chang han nhing
truvén ngay nav khong phaila nhimg cau chuyén nira,
14 nhang an (wgng thoi”.

Ong ty nhan ring minh chi 13 métngwoi ké chuyén
ma theo 6ng, thuat ké chuyén khéng duoe dua ludnly
vao, khong dugc khen, ché, nhatla khong duoc thuyét
giao. Khong bao gid dng ¢6 cai y dung nhin vattrong
(ruyén ma dé cao dao dac hoiic mat sat truy lac.

V& truyén ngin ong coi Guy de Maupassant 1a
bue thiy. Trong cudn Points of view 6ng ca tung Guy
de Maupassant 12 viét truyén ngan rat hay, khong ai
sanh kip. Phé hinh truyén La parure cia Maupassant
ong bao: “... Ta ¢o thé dem truyén dy ra ké trong hita
an hoic trong phong hat thudc trén chiée tau va moi
nguoi déu chim chd nghe... C6t truyén duwoc mo ta
mot cach ngan nhung day da, sang sda”.

Ong con khen Maupassant1a ¢o tai viét mot truyén
hai lan, mot lan daivai tram chir, mot lan daivai ngan
chit ma doc bai thit nhatkhong thay mot chit nao thiéu,
doc bai thit nhi, khong thay mot cha nao thira.

Ca hai thuatdé, thuathap dan va thuat khong thiéu
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khong thia, éng da theo kip, cé khi cdn vuot
Maupassant; nhiéu truyén ngin cia 6ng nhu Rain, The
Fall of Edward Barnard (Sy tryy lac cida Edward
Barnard), Mr. Know-All (Ong Cai gi ciing hiét), bé cuc
rat chat che, chi tiét day du, doi dao méa khong rudm,
hé da bit ddu doc rdi thi khong thé ngtmg duoc.

Con mot diém ntta, ngudi ta ctiing thuong trach
ong: 6ng cting nhw Maupassant, bi quan dén cai mic
“cynique” L, Nguoi ta dan loi 6ng nhan xét dudi day
vé motnhan vat- bac si Saunders trong truveén Le fugitif
- clia 6ng dé dap lai 6ng:

“Ong tacoi cai thién cai ac cting chi nhu troi ndng
va troi mura thoi, ctng vy hét, khéng véu khéng ghét.
Ong ta nhan xét cha khong mat sat. Va chi cuoi.”

Loi trach cit d6 ciing dung. Nhan vat chinh trong
truyéen ndo cia Maugham ciing cé tit xau: gia doi, tan
nhin, ich k¥, nghiém khic, hoidc 16 hich, kv cuc.

Ching han trong truytn ngidn Raein, muc su
Davidson ty khoe minh la mot nguoi bat khuat, can
dam, rat dao ditc, hétlong hy sinh cho Chiava tin d6
thé dan, 6ng ta lén tiéng noi:

(1) «Cynigue”tiéng Phap, tam co6 nghia 14 “ding dung, khinh miét,
hdt can doi”.
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«Lam sao téi co thé bdo dan tin & Chita dwoc niu
chinh téi toi khong lam guwong cho ho. Trong con nguy
ma ho cho goi thi ho biét vang thé ndo toi eldng toi triv
phi la mot viéc ngodi siee con nguot, Thu nghi coi, Chiua
¢t [& ndo bo téi trong khi téi lam viéc cho Ngai?”

Va trong nhitng con gidng t6 6ng thuong ngdi mot
chiéc ca-nod di tir 40 nay qua dao khac gitta Thai Binh
Duong @€ ctru gidp, an ai cdc con Chidén.

Nhung con nguoi ma ta tudng 1a co thé ti vi dao,
rit cudc tu t vi mot gai diém: Ong ta bay ba véi 4
Thompson, roi xau ho qué phai t cidt od, dé a phai
ghé tdém chii tit ca bon dan 6ng:

- Bon dan ong cde ngudi! Bdy heo nhép nhial! Thang
nao nhu thang néy. Hét thay la do heo! Do heo!

Maugham mia mai hét thay cac hang ngudi, khong
chira mo1L hang nao, (it bon budn Chada (&1 bon (ry ¢l
Pé qudc Anh (titc hon quan cai tri thudc dia ciia Anh),
hon vin sihoa sichinh khach, quannhén, con budn...
Trong s0 cd ngan nhan vat éng da tao ra, ta khong gip
dwoc mét nhan vat nao dé thuong nhu Pierre
Bezoukhov trong «Chién tranh va Hoa binh” cia
Tolstoi, hoac nhu David Copperfield cia Charles
Dickens.

The painted viel ciing la mot truyén ngoai tinh nhu
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Anna Karénine, ma Walter, ngudai chong binhyc khang
¢6 thai @6 quan t¢ nhu Karénine, hin lam i, tham déc,
fim cach giét vo mot cach tan nhan ma ngudi vo lai
khéng chétva chinh han méi chét. Sau khichong chét
& mot mién héo lanh tai Trung Hoa, Kitty trové Huong
Cang, gip lai tinh nhin ci méd nang da (hiy ro (hai do
S& Khanh bi 61, nhing mac du khinh thi khinh, nang
vin khéng chong ci lai néi sttc quyén ra cia hiin va
lai hién than cho han nita.

DPo6. Dai loai xa hdi trong truyén ngan truyén dai
cia Maugham I nhwe vay. Hinh nhar 6ng khong wa gi
hon dan 6ng ma cing khong ¢é cam tinh gi véi bon
dan ba. Ban 6ng thi hd bé vg con, phin hdi han hé, chi
nghi tdi nghé thuidt nhue nhan vat chinh, Charles
Strickland (tic Gauguin) trong truyén The moon and
Sixz pence. Dian ba thi ching Liél gi (i chéng con nhuw
Julie Lambert, mot dao hat nam chuc tudi téi khi bi
nhin tinh hé roi, tim cach tra thi, Jam nhuyc tinh dich
cliaminh trén san khiu (La Comédienne), Hodc ho la
mot qua phu sang trong, dieng din, roi chi vimotdém
(rang, (hdl than véi mol ga lang (thang, gin nhi mol
tén an xin (Up at the villa). 11odc ho la mot con ngudi
ky cyc nhu Larry trong The Razor’s Edge thic mic di
tim ¥ nghia cda doi song ma tim khéng ra dénnoinhw
quén hét ca moi nhu cau, trong lic ai an ma «y #hw
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mot ngwoi ban qud din nii quén cd dn, nhung co ai bdy
nhitng mon an ngon ¢ triedc mat thi an ngdu an nghién,
ngon lanh ldm”

‘I'rong tac pham ciia 6ng ta chi thay mot s6 it nhan
vatla dé thuong, nhung nhiing nhan vatdo hau hétla
phu, ching han nhang ha phuodc & Meitan-phu trong
the painted veil, hoiic gia dinh Alhelny trong Of hu-
man bondage.

Cho nén ngudi ta ché 6ng thiéu long trdc an 1a
phai. Poc (ruyén ong, (a nhdlai vé méil cia 6ng: nghiém
khic, lanh lung, kiéu ciing, miamai, cay doc, tran rong
va cao, cap mat thi gom gdm ma dac biégt 12 cap moi
mdng, mim chitlai, hai mép tr¢ xuéng.

Cap matva cap modi do ro a khinh doi. Co ho nhu
ong cho con ngudi 1a thi€u nghi lyce, bi hoan canh chi
phéi: ma hoan canh thi rat batngd: hodc la nhiing trin
mira day dal, ranh manh déu déu (ing giol dap vio
cannao clia talam cho ta hda dién 1én co nhing hanh
dong bay ba nhur trong Kein; hoac la mot anh trang
huyén ao va nhing tiéng nhac du duong 1am mé loan
cd ngi quan cda ta nhu trong Up at the villa, hodc 1a
mot cai dam trong veo, mat ruei va tich mich & gitta
rirng né thu hiit ta, ta roi né khoéng dugce rét cudce goi
xurong la & day ddm, nha trong I'Ftang.
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Muon hiéu tai sao 6ng ¢d nhin sinh quan chua
chat do, ta can biét tiéu st 6ng.

Ta ¢6 thé néi riing Maugham c¢6é dd nhang hanh
phic mot ngudi cam viét nao cing wdc ac. Danh vong
cting nhu ai: tai biét thy La Mauresque & Cap-Ferrat
ong da tiép nhieng byc vua chda va danh nhan nhuw
Churchill, Wells, Cocteau, quian cong Windsor, vua
Thuy Dién, vua Théi Lan... Gidu co6 thi it nha vin nio
hing; ma tho hon ¢a Tolstoi (6ng 91 tudi, Tolstoi 82
tudi). Mudn cai gi duoc cai nay: mudn di du lich khap
(hé gidi (hi 6ng da du lich gin khip (hé gidi, chi (r
Nam Phi va Nam My 1i chua dat chan tdi, thich choi
tranh thi tha h mua tranh, mét bite Picasso cfia 6ng
ban dau gia dugce 1.200.000 quan.

Xét hé ngoai nhy vay thi ai ma ching bao ring
ong duoc Trod biet dai, nhung sy thue troi cing ching
chiu gi 6ng hon ai. H6inho 6ng 43 khé s¢, diéu diung,
nh¢ mot nghi lyc gang thép 6ng maéi tiy gay dung duoce
sir nghiép; va khi gay dyng dugc roi, ngoai caivui du
lich, choi tranh, cohd 6ng khong dugc hudng caivui
nio khac: gia dinh Wing cing, 14 phai 1i di, roi vé gia
bhathoa voi ngudi con gai doc nhat téi ndi cha con dua
nhau ra tda, va méiy nim triede khi chét, vira 1oa vira
diéc, dng thudong phan nan: “Toi ngdn cai doi nay qua
roi. Téi chi mudn chét thoil”
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Ong santh ngay 251-1874 ¢ Ba L&, noi d6 (han
phy 6ng, H.O. Maugham lam ¢6 van phap ludl trong
toa dai s¢ Anh. Hoi nho 6ng hoc tiéng Phap, cho
nén sau nay khivé Anh, éng chi bap be duoc it ti€ng
Anh, bi ban heé khinh bi goi 1a “Frenchie thang nhai
con Phap!”.

Tam (ufi mé coi me. Biacy bi bénh lao mi cac y si
thoi d6 lai khuyén ba nén sanh dé nhiéu, cang nhiéu
cang ¢o loi cho siic khoe; va trudc sau ba sanh lién
tiép ndm ngudi con roi thi mat, Hai nam sau, than phuy
ong cung qui tien. Thé 14 nim anh em éng phai vé
Anh, s6ng nho mot 6ng chud hay bac 1am muc su &
Whitestable, mién Kent.

Ong dau kho vi tinh tinh nghiém khic cla 6ng
chu (hay bac) do, vi khong khi & gido, muc thudc thoi
do & Anh. Mudi tam tudi 6ng vao hoc mot truong qui
phai & Canterbury, treong King’s College, séng ha nam
trong nhing phong t6i tam cia mot thanh duong ¢,
noi d6 ngudi ta hudn luyén nhang hoc sinh di bi vé
cac truong dai hoc Oxford hoac Cambridge. Ong co
tatca Iam bi ban be ché giéu; nén hoa ra lam 1, it giao
du. Tatdé lam éng dau kho téi gid, 6ng chd mudn cho
ong thanh mot muc su, ludn ludn thuyét phuc 6ng tin
Chua, the phyng Chaa. Nhung tinh tinh 6ng doc 1ap,
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khong chiu suw cau thie, cang bi thuyét phuc, 6ng cang
sa doa va sau cung 6ng bo dao ludn. Khong nhing
vay, Ong con odn cac muc su la gid dao duc, cho nén
sat nay trong tac pham, thudong mia mai ho cay doc.

Ong khéng vo Oxford hay Cambridge, ma xin qua
Heidelberg (Biic) déhoc vé sinh ngtt va tridt Iy. Duroc
itlau, ong qua Ba Lé, mudn tip nghé viét van, nhung
dng chi ngan can, ép 6ng hoc Y khoa nhu than phy
ong. Ong mién cuong vang 1oi vé Luin Pan hoc ¢ Saint
Thomas’s Hospital. Trong maiy niim hoc, 6ng chiu cuce
khé: an uéng thiéu thon, khong co tién tiéu vat, ngay
nghi chivé Vién Tang ¢d ngam tranh, hoic doc nhing
truyén du ky dé mo mong nhang phuong troi xa la.
Nzam 1898 ong tot nghiép, duge lam hoéi vién Héi cac
nhi gidi phiu va y si. Nhung 6ng khong (ri bénh cho
al ca, chi mudn viét van thoi.

Trong hoi hoc Y khoa, 6ng ti€p xic thuong voi
bon dan ngheo, séng trong nhitng 6 chudt & xdm
Lambeth (Luan B6n) va ong viét truyén Liza of
Lambeth (1897). Ong dung hit phap hién thye bén
nhon tH c40 xa hoi Anh nhung thoi dé conla thoi phong
kién 1é nghi nghiém khiac ctia Nt hodng Victoria, nén
doc gid khong wa loai truyén 46 va ong hi chi trich dot
dbi.
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Ong khong thit vong, vin tiép tuc tap viét ludn
trong mudi nam, nhin doi dé viét, quyét chilipnén sy
nghi¢p dé thién ha phaikinh trong minh d¢ b lai miic
cam ty tivi tat ca lam.

Cé quang doi dau kho do, sau nay éng chép lai
gan ding trong truyén OF human bondage, chi thay
déi it chi tiét. Nhan vat Philip trong truyén chinh 1a
ong: Cting mo céi cha me, cting nhd mot éng hac lam
muc su, 6ng Carey, & Blackstable ciing vio hoc truong
King’'s School cing ¢6 moét tat, bi han he ché giéu vi
1AL thot chén.

No6i dau kho, tai nhuc cia Philip 14 néi dau khd
tdi nhyc cta ong.

Philip méi vo truong ding mdt minh trong sin
thi mot dira ban ngd chan no:

- «Chdn tro law sao do!

Bt gidc Philip kéo ban chan tan tdt lai, gidu no
sau chdn kia.”

Roi thang kia thinh linh d4 manh vao 6ng chan
Philip. Vi khéng ngd nén Philip tranh khong kip. No
dau diéng dirdt doi ngac nhién.

Mot lat sau mot dka khde hoi wo eé choi ddnh edu
khiong No ddp:
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-Khong, to1 co tdt o chan.

bPita kia cii xudng nhin voi do mat. Philip biét rang
ban én han vi loloi”,

(...) Tt do FPhilip hoa va dé cam mot cdeh ghé gom.
Né rdn tranh khong bao gic chay dé nguwdi ta khéi dé §
dén tdt cia né, va noé c6 mot thai dé ddce biét. Thuing
thuong né dimg yén mét ché, chan co (@t gidu sau chan
lanh. Khéong thé nhap bon choi voi ban duec, no séng
nhw lac long lam khdach bang quan ma ngo hanh dong
cia ban. No thdy nhw ¢o mot hang rdo gitta minh va
ban”.

)

Ca ong Carey, ¢a (hiy gido cia nd, sau nay lén
lén, ca nhan tinh cda nd & Mildred, tém lai la bat ky ai,
hé bat binh véi né mot chuvén gi 1 cing dem cai tan
tat cfia né ra ma lam nhyc noé, va lan nao noé cung do
mat tia tailén,

Khi cudn Of human bondage duge hoan nghénh
nhiét liet, motnha phé binh ning loi mat sat Maugham,
ong dap:

N0 toi lg mot thang tan tét khon nan ma ong noi
4o, nén toi mdoi viét duoe doi nhdn vat trong truyén do.
Cdai tdt thot chdn cia nhdn vdt do chinh la cdi tdt ca
lam ciia 161 ddy.”
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Thot ra loi do, gigng 6ng run ruii, Ong rung rung
nudce miat mudn phatdién lén.

Cang nhu Maugham, Philip khéng chiu vao (Ox-
ford dé sau nay lam muc su ciing qua [ leidelberg (Bc)
hoc trong mat hai nam réi qua Ba Lé hoc vé trong vai
nim nea, sau cung tré vé Anh, hoc nghé K& toan it
lau, roibo nghé a6, vo hoc Y khoea ¢ truong Saint Luke
(Luan Bon). Va cing nhu Maugham, nhin vat Philip
da c6 hoi doi, hétnhdn tién, khong dam trévé nha tro,
phiingu & cong vién va udng nudc may:

«Philip dao trén bo séng ém dim va mat mé, phia
Chelsa Embarkment, cho t01 khi mét qud, bucc khong
noi nika moi ngu thiép trén mot cdi ghé. Chang ngi nhie
vdy dwoc bao ldu! Chang bong gidt minh tinh ddy: mot
nguot canh sat danh thitc chang bdo di chd khdc. Nhwng
do chi la gidgc mong: maé mdt ra khong thdy ai cé. Nhw
cdi mdy chang lai tiép tuc dao mdt. Toi Chiswick chang
lai danh mot gide, nhung khong 1du vi ndm ghé dau
minh qud. Dém sao ma dai thé. Chang ring minh. Sa
doa toi nieoe nay w? Chua xot qud! Nhaw minh - lic do
Philip la sinh vién Y khoa md phadi ngi borngi bui! (..)
Chang lai di. Troi dd sdng. Trong canh tinh mich, huyen
do cia binh minh con song chay uy nghi. Troi him do s&
dep, khiong cé mot gon may. Philip thdy mét lam va dii
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nhae cao rudt, nhung khing dam ngoi so bi canh sét Guii,
Chang muidn rnia mat (..) Chang lang thang nhw vdy
nhieu ngay. Doi qud mudn té xiu, khong con dii sitc dé
kiém viéc nita. Gan cot nhae té liét voi. Chang tham khoc,
maoi dau cho vady la xdu ho, nhwng sau thdy nhe khéc
ma dé chiu (..) Nhin doi dd quen roi, chang khing thdy
khé vi doi nika ma vi mét, Y tu tw am anh chang va
chang rén gat no di. Dém ndo chang ciing tu hira vang
hom sau sé viét thie cho ong Nixon hode cho Lawson
(han hoc, dé cdu crbw) nhung voi xdu hé qud vi phdi tw
thi, chang lai thoi, khong viét”,

Chac chan Maugham da dung nhing kinh nghiém
clia Ong dé viét doan do6. Trong mudi ndm tap viét,
ong phai chiu cdnh co han. Ban heé, ho hang khuyén
ong bo nghé dé di, (rdlai nghé y si, nhung 6ng khong
nghe, kién quyétdeo dudi muc dich cho tdi ngay thanh
cong, nam 1907.

Thanh cong t6i mot cach rat bat ngo. Héi do ong
da bd tidu thuyét A8 vidt kich. Ong viét xong mot vé
kich nhan dé 1a Lady Frederick. Ban thio nam trong
ngin kéo modt éng bau ganh hat da may nam, roi mot
hom, vi mot vé kich nao dé that bai, ong ta kiém mot
kich khac d¢é dién do, doi ngay gip duege mét kich an
khich hon. Ong laril ra vé Lady Frederick ma 6ng da
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doc qua, cho 1a chang hay ho gi, may ra thi di&n tam
duge it tuan. Bat ngd vé d6 thanh cong ruc ro. Khip
thanh phé Luan Bon ai cting noéi toi. Tirhoi Oscar Wilde
toi nay chua co kich gia nao lam cho nguoi Anh vui
thich nhurvay. Tén William Somerset Maugham hong
ndi lén nhw com:

«Titc thi hét thay cac éng bau hat & Ludan Bon tranh
nhau xin kich cia dng (..) vd chi trong c6 vai tudn, ba
kich cita ong dige dem dién trong cdc rap lon. Téc quyén
chay vé nhiw sudi. Cde nha xudt ban tranh nhau xin ky
giao kéo véi vi thién tai moi xudt hién do” V.

HEt bi sy 461 rét &m anh roi, dng cd hing hai viét
nhtng hai kich. Mys Dot, Jack Straw... Gigng 6ng mbi
ngay motchua chat hon, 6ng mia maixa hoi Anh, éng
ché giéu tuc 1é hon nhan trong Penelope va Smith, va
danh 6ng (ruyén khip thé gigi. Khi (hé ¢hign (hu nhal
sap biing nd, ong cho dién vd The Land of Promise.
Ong phai qua Gia Na Dai s6ng méy thing d¢ thim
nhuan cai khong khi ma 6ng mudn dién trong vé kich.

Pau thé chién tha nhat 6ng nhap nga, maéi dau
phuc vu trong Quan y, r6i sau gqua co quan Tinh bao
cta Anh (Intelligence Service). Ong chép lai thoi dai

(1) Dale Carnegie- Five minutes biographics - The World work,
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do trong truyén Ashenden ov the British agent.

Nam 1915, khi nip trong ham ngoai mit tran Flan-
dres & Phép, d¢ quén cdnh rén siét & chung quanh,
ong slta ban thao cudn Of human bondage ma nhiéu
nha phé binh khen 12 tdc pham quan trong nhat cta
ong. Ong bt ddu viét no tir mAy niam trude. Nhidu
ganh hat véu cdu ong soan kich cho ho, éng tir choi
hét, chuyén chi viét tip ban ti truyén dé ¢ trat hét
nhing ky ¢ dau kho trong thoi nién thiéu nd ca am
anh 6ng hoai, lam cho 6ng khéng yén dugc.

T6i da doc tac phdm do t¢i ba ldn, lan nao cing
thay thich va khi dich t6i lai cang thay thich hon
nira Uj.

Nhiéu nguoi cho no 13 reom (tac pham dai trén
sau tram trang) dong tac hién chuyén cham chap, nhat
[a trong phan dau. 1.oi ché do diing. Chinh Maugham
cling nhan rang ong viét cudn d6 chi dé ti gidi thoat,
nghia la 6ng vict cho 6ng hon 1a cho dbc gid, vi viy
nhiéu {doan chi ¢é nghia v6i 6ng ma doc gia khong
thay thd.

Nhitng doan ta phong tgc Anh trong gia dinh myc
sit Carey, hoic trong truomg hoc King’s School, qua

(1) Kiép nguoi Nguyén [1ién L2 dich Lita Thiéng Sai Gon xuit ban
traoe 1975, Vin hoc Ha Noitai ban, 1997,
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thatla khong hap dan d6ivai doe gia Viét Nam, Nhung
bé nhing doan d6 di-va trong ban dich «Kiép nguoi”,
ching toi da ciat di kha bon - thi tdc phim rit cam
dong, 161 cudn ta rat manh va tiét ra mot nhan sinh
quan khoang dat, gian di, vui doi, lanh manh.

T'rayén gom nim sau chuc nhan vat, ma nhin vat
nao - du 1a rat phy, chixuat hién trong vai trang - cting
cd mot tinh tinh riéng, mt ngén ngt riéng, khong 1an
voi nhan vat khac duge. Pidc biét nhat Ia nhan vit
Mildred, Sally va ba Carey, vg¢ mdt muc su, bac gai
cia Philip.

Ba gia Carey thuc 13 mot ba gia A Dong. Lan nio
doc truyén, t6i cing lién tudng toi ba ngoai toi, cac ba
¢o toi. Khong ¢d con, len 1én séng hén canh mot éng
chong ich k¥, bin xin gan nhu tan nhan, ba khong hé
(han than {rach phin, khi don dia chau chdng 1a Philip
vé nudi, ba cung noé nhu con. Nhung nao Philip dau co
hi¢u nodi long cia ba, chi doi di cho ky duge, qua Puc
hoc may nim, chdng nén chuyén gi roi tré vé nha.

«Ba muc sw om cham ldy chau, vui qud, phdt khoc.

FPhilip vita cam ding viea nguong. Khong ngo bdc gai
% N o <
yéu minh den the.

- Viing con, bdc cé die qud.
r':? ¥ ) Y q =
Roielé, run run, ba hoi:
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- Ve nha, con thdy thich khing?
- Da thich lam chit.

Mt ba nhan nheo qud, va than thé kho dét nhe ld
maua thu tuong nhw gié thoi bay di dwoc”.

“Dy thich lam chit”. Nhung méi chua hét mot vy
he, chiang lai doi di nea, 1An nay di Ba Lé hoc ve. Ong
muyc st ngan can, nhat dinh khéng cho tién. Chang
chang can, dinh ban nhung di vat caa cha dé co tién
di.

«Ba Carey lam thinh, lén gdc dpi chidc nén den roi
lai ngdn hang.

Mot gio sau ba vé, dwa cho Philip mét bao thuw
- Cat g1 do, thua bac?

Da mim cudi, e lé:

- Chiit qua mon cho con.

Chang md bao thu ra, thdy mueoi mot tdm gidy mudi
dong va mot goi nho bang gidy day tien vang.

- Bdc khong thé dZ cho con ban di vdt ciia ba con
dieoe. Tien do la tien bdc goi ngdn hang. Hét thay duoc
khodng hai tram dong.

Philip do mét lén, rieng rung nuoc mat.
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- Chao ot! Bdc thaong chaw qud, nhweng chdu khing
the nhan dwoe.

Héi vé nha chong, ba Carey cé sau tram ding va
ba trén tang sé tien do dé chi phi nhitng liic bat ngo,
lam nhatng viée thién, moi ndm mua qua tang chong va
Philip, lan lan sé tien hao di.

-Sao lai thé con? Bdc dn hin vang da tiéu pha qud
nhiéu, nay chi con bdy nhiéu thoi. Con nhdn di cho bdc
i,

- Nhung bde cing cdn dung tién chi?

-Khing déu. Bdc gi no dé phong lic bdc trai mat
trdc bdc (..); nhung bdc chang con sing bao ldu nita
ddu, con a”

Va itlau sau ba cy mat, khéng duge thay mitchau.

Tam 1y do khong c¢6 gi la: cac ha gia thuong hi
sinh cho con chau, nhung tré bao giy cing nghi toi
tuong lai cta minh trude hét, khéng hiéu duoc long
ngudi gid; vy ma 1dn ndo doc lai nhing hang trén tHi
cling bui ngui.

Nhan vat Mildred con dugc tic gid khac bing
nhing nét hén nhon hon nita. Ba Carey hi sinh bao
nhiéu thi a ich k¥ bay nhiéu. A tro tren, dén cai mac
vh liem si. Chi qui tién va khodilac. A phan hoi Philip
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may lan. Lan dau ba Philip di theo mot ngudi Diac da
cd vo con, bi han bd khi & ¢6 mang; 4 tro vé vai Philip,
Philip tha thit cho hét, bao boc a t¢i khi & sanh xong,
lai coi d(ta con riéng ca & nhu con minh. Lan thit nhi
4 lai phan boi ntta, va dau don thay, voi mot ban than
cla Philip, 1an ndy chang cing lai tha tha cho ¢a hai.
Khi 4 thanh mdt con diém, hé rac, lai vac mat day lai
nh¢ v chang. Chang lai bao cho cd me 1an con. Bugc
itlau, sau mot chuyén xich mich do a gy ra, trong lic
chang di hoc, 4 pha tan tanh hét d6 dac trong nha, rdi
bo di. TAn thik tu bi bénh niing, 4 lai (61 nho cdy chang,
chang vui vé gitp, cén muén cau vét 4 ra khoi chd
nho nhép neea, nhung ngea da qua quen dudng ¢,
chang khong sao cdn dugc.

Viy ma may ndm sau, gita mot pho dong ¢o lan
thodng giip mot ngirdd hinh dang gidng 4, Philip van
conhéihop. Co 18 trong tat ci cac truyén ctia Maugham
khéng cé nhan vat chinh nio x4u xa nhu Mildred va
cing khong ¢é nhan vat nao dé cd cam tinh caa ta
bang Thilip. Nhung doc hét truyén, ta cting khong ghét
Mildred. Ta thdy uhimg (riic (rd, phan boi dé nhar do
0 phan cda hai nguoi ca. Néu Mildred khong bi ga sd
khanh goc B kia ho roi, hodc duge song voi ngudi
tinh nhan th¢ nhi, ban caa Philip, thi ¢é l& 4 khéng
dén ndi sa doa, bi 6i nhu vay. Ma néu Philip yéu duoc
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nang Norah thi doi ctia chang tat sé sung swdng. Do
cai duyén phan ca. Cho nén ta chi thuong hg ma khéng
ghét ho. Cie xét tAm li nhan vat Philip, t6i ¢6 thé dodn
rang Maugham dau khé nhiéu nén moi thuong co
giong chua chéat, nhung van ¢é mot tim long da cam,
(hwrong nguwoi, ma cing khong bi quan hin.

Philip sau dugc mot gia dinh binh dan, chit phac
ma tot bung, cttu gidp, gia dinh Athelny. Gia dinh nay
ngheo, ¢6 bita sang lo hita t6i, nhung vui vé va doan
két, ca v chong con cai déu coi Philip nhu nguédinha,
bao boc cho, ki€ém viéc cho lam. Nhit la ngwdi con gii
16n, nang Sally, thuc dé thuong. Nang tan tdm lo cho
cha me va cac em, yéu Philip mot cdch ddm thim ma
kin d4o, tdi cai mc gan nhe quén minh ma chilo hanh
phic cho chang. Nho hudng duoc chiit gia tai cia 6ng
bac, ching iép luc hoc xong Y khoa, va (hdy (Am long
qui héa caa Sally, chang bd cai méng vién du, ma chang
Ap U tlt mudi nam trude, dé séng vai nang, lam mot
vién y i trong mot mién qué gan bién, gika dam dan
chai chat phac.

«Can gi Y Pha Nho vii céc chau thanh Covdova,
Toled, Leon, can gi nhitng ngéi chia ¢ Mién Dién, nhiing
ddo san hé & Nam Hdi. Chang chdu M3 thi dieng! Tw
trieoc 67 nay chang chi deo dudi mot ly tuong (...). Ci
sdng hodi trong tuwong lai nhw thé thi hién tai luon luon
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trdi qua ke tay chdng thii. Chang nghi 107 cdi tham vong
ve mét bikc tranh rdc o1 tuyét dep bang hang hd sa s6
nhitng cdi vé nghia trong doi; sao chang khéng nhin
thdy rang buc kiéu mdu gidn di nhdt - ke cudc doi mot
nguoi sinh va, lom lén lam viée, co vo, co con, voi chét -
6 18 lai 1a bite kiéu mdu hodn toan nhdt Co thé vang
chiu khudt phuc hanh phitc la tu nhan vang minh thua
ddy, nhiumg bai tran nhie vdy con hon nhiéu cude thang
fran khac”.

Nght vdy roi chang hoi Sally:
« Aunh tinh hoi cwoi em.

- Em ciing hoi ngd nhu vdy, nhung em khdng muin
lam cdn tro cde dw dinh ciia anh.

-Co can tro gi dau?

- Thé con nhitng cudc du lich Y Pha Nho va dau
dau do nita cia anh?

- Nhueng em co mudn ldp gia dinh v&i anh khong?

-Coldp gia dinh thi chi vot anh thot chi con vé1 ai
nita’.

Sally cing la mot thiéu o ciia phuwong Dong nira,
nang ¢o6 thé sinh ¢ [1a4 DPong, ¢ Sa Déc, va cai triét ly
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ctia Philip cing 12 triét Iy binh di, yéu doi cda phueong
Dong. Vivay ma t6i thich Ofhuman bondage. N6 trong
tréo nhu troi he sau mdt con mua. N6 khong lam cho
ta thic mac nhu trong The moon and six pence, nhat la
trong The Kazor’s Edge. Nhan vat trong hai tic pham
nay xa la voi 1a qua, ky quiic qua, 1a phuyc tac gia la
khéo phan tich tAm 1y, khéo tao tinh tiét, nhung ta
khong yéu dwoe nhing nhan vit do.

Ba Carey, Sally, mdi 1a ba con véi ching ta. Ho
lang le song, khoan héng ma hi sinh, ho khong ria
ddai, khong (rach ngudi, phian phat tinh thuong cho
ngudi khac ma khong doi héi lai mét chadt gi, chinh ho
md&i tao hanh phiac cho nhin loai, va xa hdi nao cd
duge nhiéu con ngudi nhu vay mai la mot x4 hoi vin
minh. Ofhuman bondage duoc coila moét tic pham co
dién caa thé ky, mot ban ca «Chitc phitc” qui 1 dang.

Nhung chinh Maugham thi khong duge hudng
hanh phdc cda Philip. Nam 1915, 6ng cudi cbd
Wellcome, mot thiéu nit qui phai 16 1ang, 6ng ba sanh
dugc mot co con gai, Isabelle va nam 1927 li di nhau.

I'tr khi ¢6 tién, 6ng di du lich khip thé gidi. Cang
nhw Philip, 6ng rit véu phong canh Y Pha Nho, véu
micén M3 Lai va nheng quan ddo & Thai Binh Duiong.
Nam 83 tudi 6ng di tham 1an cudi cling cac nude Vién
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Pong, cd ghé nude ta. Nam 90 tudi, éng con ude mong
dugc tham lai Capri, Dé Thién Dé Thich va Marrakech
& Maroc. Co 1an mot ngudi héi Ong thich & noi nao
hon hét, 6ng do dy gita Nhat Ban va Tahiti. Rét cudc
ong lya Nice, tai mém Saint-Jean-Cap Ferrat; & day
(rod bién cling xanh, cay ¢0i cing xum xu@ gan nhye
cac dao trén Thai Binh Duong.

Di t6i ddu ong cang nhan xét dé viet truyén. Tau
ghé mot bén nao 12 6ng lai co thém dé tai voi canh vat
cho tac pham cda éng. Vé Y Pha Nho, 6ng luu lai duoce
hai cu6n hay: The land of Blessed Virgin va Don
Fernando. Qua Trung Hoa, 6ng viét cudn The painted
reil md mdt s6 ngudi cho 1a tdic phim ky thuit cao
nhit, xay dung chit ché nhat cia 6ng. Cac quan dao
Thai Binh Duong da goi hing cho 6ng rat nhiéu.
Nhimg truyén ngin va dai bl hd nhw Kain, The fall of
Edward Barnard, L'étang, Le fugitif.. déu ghi dureoc
nhttng canh dep thién nhién cfia trdi bién bao la. Van
ong ta mién dé cing rat nén tho:

«Nheng not chang - Lawson - thich nhdt la mot cdi
ddam cach Apia mot hai cdy sé (...)

Mot dong song nho, nuwcce chay manh, sui bot trén
nhitng hon dd roi sau khi téa thanh mot lan nwede sdu,
no thodt ra, nhe nhang va trong sudt, vuot mot ché can
16 qua dwoe, c6 nhiéu phién dd lom ma thd dén thinh
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thoang lai gidt dia hodc ldn hup. Nhigng cdy dia thanh
lich phu phiém chang chit dayleo, chen chiic nhau trén
bir va soi hinh trén lan medcxanh (..) (iétra) cdi éold
va khodi lac thom tho lam mé long nguoi (..).

Tai do chang gap Ethel lan dau (...). Nang [6i khoan
thai, tunhién, ldn toc xoa o phia sau. Chang nhin ndng
161 qua cdi dam roi [én bé. Nhaw tdt cd cde phu nit ban
Kk, nang qudn khdn chodng ma tdm, va chiée khan wot
ddn vao ngwoi, lam nii bt than hinh yéu diéu cia nang
Nang qudn toc lai. Trong nang ditng, than nhién nhu
vdy, nguoi ta phai lién twong toi nhitng nig than cia
ribng, cuia sudi (...). Chang c6 cam tuong la ling vang
minh la vdt vo hinh. Nhitng doan tho 34 quén mdt mot
nika hién lén trong 6c chang, nhitng doan tho vé xut Hi
Lap ma hoi & truomg chang da hee qua loa.

Khi qudn chiéc khdn chodng voi, nang lanh ling di
ve, vé chang thdy é ché chang dirng mét bong bup do.
Bing dé dung dé trang sitc mo toe, nang 4@ g va khi lbi
xubng nwie voi quén di, bo lai. Chang cam bong lén
ngo, long xao xuyén la. Moi dau chang dinh gi# lam &y
niém nhung sau nghi cdi thor da cam do con nit quad,
chang liéng doa hoa ma long hoi that lai, khi thdy no
hién mdt trong dong nwse” .

(1) L'Etang.
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Thire 1a dep nhwe mong. Canh dé [ canh thuwong
thay & nudc ta. Téi con nhé mot 1an lam viéc & thac
Khéne (Leo) da gdp mdt cdnh vy hét vay, va khi doc
Maugham cai tha caa toi ting 1én mot 16p naa.

Trong nhimng truyén ngan do, Maugham phan tich
anh huedng cua khi hiu cac ddo mién nhiét déi trén
Thai Binh Duong t¢i tAm Iy tinh tinh ngudi da triang.
Ngudi thi tim duoc & 36 mot hanh phdc mé hén nhue
Edward Barnard - chang mé canh mé nguoi dén quén
cd vi hon thé nét na, sang trong chung tinh & Anh,
quén ¢ trong lai ¢a chang - ké thi chiu nhung dau
khé tai nhuc & ché sau mot thoi gian sung suong nhie
Lawson trong I’Etang - nhirng hau hét déu ddi tinh,
mAat ca nghij lyc, chi phan dadu ma déng hoéa it nhiéu
vditho dan. Co ngudi ngd d6ng ghétvan minh phuong
Tay ma dé cao 161 song thién nhién 14 vi vdy.

Midi nhon cay viét ciia ong chia thang vao bon
[ruyén gido véi bon quan cai tri Anh. Ho ty phu, gid
doi, hep hoi, phdch 16i, tin nhan néu khong truy
lac, say bi ti, luc nao ciung ké ke cai ve huvt-ki, roi
chél mol cach thé tham nhw (rong truyén Before the
Party.

Toan A chuyén bia cd. Chinh 6ng cing nhin viy.
Ong bio motlan gip motcip vo chong trong mot hea
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com theong: Chong [Am mdt nhan vién hianh chanh
trong cac thudc dia Anh; vo cé vé tam thuong, lang 1o,
khoe rang da lam cho chong chia dugc tit nghién
rugu. Chi ¢6 vay théi ma ong xay dung thanh mot
(ruyén (hé tham kinh khing, truyén Before the Farty:
ong cho ¢o vo trong con gian dir cam chiéc mac chit
¢o chong & Bornéo roi than nhién tuyén bo rang chong
da tu t¢ trong mot con say.

Hoiic nhu truyén Rain. Ong thiy mot con diém
vOi va xudng mol chide thu. Vo chong mol 6ng muyc su
ctng di chuyén tau d6. Toi Pago-Page, ho 1én bé roi
phai & lai vi trong dao vira phathénh soi, nha cam quyén
khéng cho ai ra khéi ddo. Maugham tudng tuong thém
mot trin mura day dit hiing tudn chua hét ma vict nén
mot bi kich bat ha. Mdi dau 6ng dit cho truyén cai
nhan dé1a Sadie Thompson. Viét xong dng coi la truyén
tam thuong, khong nhé toi nua; réi mothoém dua cho
mdt ngwdi ban doc, ngudi nay thich qué khuyén ong
soan thanh kich. Ong nghe 1o, khong ngo (hanh cong
ngoai suc tudng tuong.

Truyén tuy bia nhung tac gid khéo xdy dung, khéo
phan tich tim 1y, thém that chi tiét nén ai doc cung
(womg nhe thil, cing bi truyén 16i cudn. Néu éng khong
viét gi khac ngoai nhitng truyén ngin do ra thi ciang
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da noi danh roi. Jack London, Stefan Zweig cting viél
vé cac quan dao ¢ Thai Binh Duong nhung ca hai déu
kém 6ng vé phuong dién da dang, vé phuong dién dio
sau am 1y, nhét 1a vé it phap di dom motedeh (8 nhi.

Chang han, trong Rain, muc su Davidson may
dém lién, xudng phong a diédm Thompson dé ciu
nguyén cho a, an (i a cho t¢i khi métla moivé phong
minh, méichop miatda mong thay nhing cai kv di. Ba
vy ké lai voi ciip vo chong bac st Macphail;

- Sang nay ong dy bdo toi ¥ang ong dy méong thdy
dday nit Nebraska.

Dde si Macphail bao:

- Ky qud ta

Ong Macphail nho lai co ldn ngdi xe hta di ngang
qua Chdw My, ngé qua ciéa sé thdy day nii Nebraska.
Niii dot khiéi giita mot canh dong, tron vd nhdn, twa
nhitng hang chust chiti vi dai. Ong ngac nhién sao thdy
no giong vit dan ba qud”.

I'tr khoang 1930, 6ng lai ¢ mién Nice, mbi ngay
viét déu déu bon gio hudi sang, khong hon khong kém.

Ong da bd viee soan kich, nghi riing, theo nganh

d¢, khéng thé phat trién hét tai nang caa minh duoc,
va 6ng chuyén viét tiéu thuyét.
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Ong viét The moon and six pence, Cakes and ale,
Theater, Christmas Holiday, Up at the villa...

Péau thé chién thit nhi, éng rdi Phap, qua My, vict
dugc hai truyén Then and now - motlich sk tiéu thuyét
vé Machiavel va César Borgia - vd cudn The Razor’s
edge.

Sau thé chién tha nhi, 6ng viét Rencontres et
Hasards va nhicu truyén ngdn. Newodi ta da dung nhiéu
truyén ngan do dé dyng nén phim Trie, phim Quartet,
vi dua truyén Ofhuman bondagelén man aAnh. Nhung
ong khong thich viét truyén phim, mic dau nhing
phim k€& trén da dem lai cho 6ng mot s8 tién lon, dd
cho 6ng mua duoc nhing hoa phim ma 6ng thich.

Nam 1947, ong viét truyén Catalinabéicanhla’Y
Pha Nho d& mia mai nhung ké buén Chia.

Theo GGeoges Reyer (rong {ap chi Paris Maich 25
12-65, thi vé gia 6ng van con han ddi. Viét cuén Of
human bondage d6ng chua trdat hét dwge nhang an e
dau x6t, 6ng con viét thém mot tip ky Gc chua chat
ntta: Looking back trong d6 ong ké lai tat cd nhung bi
tham trong doi ong: Cuwdi vo roi i di, kién con gai...
Ong phan nan ring chicé ngudi thu ky ciiaong, Allan
Scarle 1a thuong 6ng thoi, 1a chiu chia x¢ cdnh ¢ doe
clia ong thoi.
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Ong da dinh trudt quyén gia tai ba triéu quan cia
con gai dé cho hét Allan Searle, nhung luit st hai hén
khéo dan xép dé ong bo y dinh do di.

Truyén do lam tdi nhé t6i Léon Tolstoi. Tolstoi
may nam truede khi chét rat batbinh vé ve, cting viét di
chac dé hét nhieng viin pham v nhatky chomdt mon
dé than tin. Nhitng tai liéu d¢, mot nha xudt han chiu
trd mot gia kinh khdang 1a mot tricu “rap”. Nhung sau
vy do cing thu xép duoc.

La lung hon nua la trong Of human bondage, viét
tir hoi 1915, cing c6 modt nhan vat & trong hoan canh
Maugham ldc vé gid, Bac si South cing d4 du lich
khip thé gidi, cing chi c6 mét ngudi con gai, cang
xich mich vdi con gaiva chang ré, cing & ¢6 doc tai
m&t noi gan hién rdi khi Philip t6i gidp viéc thi ong ta
mén nhw con, hika sé € hél gia (ai lai cho Philip. Néu
South 1a mot nhan vat hoan toan do Maugham tudng
tegng thi ta s¢ phai ngo rang ngay tirhoi tré 6ng da co
mot linh giac vé hau van cda minh.

Tt nam 1938, dHng dinh khong viét truyén naa, tu
biét rang co viét thém thichilam “do thém nhing bic
hoa ct” caa 6ng thoi, nén ong vui long “nhudong chd
clia minh cho ngudi khiac” mot chd ma ong da chiém
non nia thé ky. Bé doc gid hiéu minh hon, éng viét
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nhitng tipcio ludn; Thesumming up va Points of view.

Ong ty xét minh mot cach rit sang sudt. Nhu trén
chiing t6i da no6i, 6ng nhan Maupassant 1a thay, nhimg
ong phuc nhat Balzac, Dickens, Dostoievski, va Tolstoi.

Ong cho Balzac 1a tiéu thuyét gia vi dai nhat, cho
«Chién tranh va Hoa Bink” 14 (iéu thuyél vi dai nhal
¢ia nhan loai viné ménh méng, gdm ¢é rat nhiéu nhan
vat, chép mot thoi dai quan trong trong lich st hing
mét nghé thuat rat cao: mo ta cuc ky khéo 1éo, goi
dugc hinh anh tron ven cia mét déi ngudi trong mot
qudc gia rong lon. Mic dau co nhiéu doan chan, ching
han doan Pierre Békhouzov vao hoi Tam Diém, tac
phim d¢ dang goild mot thicn anh hiung ca.

Con chinh 6ng thi 6ng chi cho rang minh dung
dau bon tiéu thuyét gia hang nhi théi: “Cé mot vai hai
kich ctia toi sé dwoc nguodi ta nhic nhé trong mot thoi
gian, vamot s6 it truyén ngin hay nhat caa toi sé duoc
dua vao cac tuyén tip! Téi nhan ring hay nhiéu ching
nhiéy nhoi gi, nhung ¢6 con hon khéng”.

banh ring chinh nhing vian hao nhe Stendhal,
Voltaire, A.E. Housman ciing chi duwoc dng sip vao
“ban nhi” nhu éng, nhung ¢é le 6ng da hoi nhin khi
ong quén ké nhang truyén dai cta 6ng. Se con nhiéu
thé hé ham doc Of human bondage, The Razor’s Edge,
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The moon and six pence, The painted veil. ..

Ong lai ¢6 mot thai do khoang dat; khi mot nha
xudt ban xin phép 6ng cit bét nhiéu doan trong OF
human bondage 36 in vio loai Sach bo i, ong vui vé
chap thuin lién, khong mot chit do du. Ong hao:

«Tiéu thuyét gia ndo ma nghi vang moi chif cia
minh viétra déu co tinh cdch thiéng liéng, vang hé bo di
mot déu pheét, doi ché mot ddu chdm phét thi tdc pham
s€ hong, la nha dy dién khung. Mot tién thuyét khong
phai la mot cong trinh khoa hoc, ciing kRhing phai ld
mot cong trink kién tric.”

Tt may nam nay, 10a va gan nhu diée, éng song
¢ doc & Cap-Ferrat,

Nam ngoai, buéi téi ngay sinh nhat cia ong, mot
ba han gia lai thiam, hoi 6ng thich cdi gi nhat. Ong dap:

- Cai gi cing thich: mél mon dn ngon, mol thi
riugu ngon. Du rugu khong cii 1dm nhung hé ngon 1a
dugc. Tém lai, cai gi ciing thich! Ma gap duoc chi day,
(6 ciing thich 1Am!

Chin muoi tudi, méa cing van ¢o lac ham séng nhu
vay. Nhung cudi nim ngodai, khi 6ng dau nang, phai
vao ducong dudng Anh - My & Nice, chinh ba ban do vo
tham, hoi;
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- Anh Willie, anh thich g1? Hoa hay trai ciy?
Ong nhan mat dap:
- Hoa u? Sém qua. Con trai cay thi tré qué roi!

Biét minh sip chét ma 6ng van con cai gigng hai
hude.

N6i xong roi, sge nhan ra ring da thot ra cau do
tron tru, khong hé ca 1am, 6ng chua chat tiép:

-Chi thay khong? Chung cuc t6t dep diy nhi. Khi
gan chét thi toi hétca - ca lam roi.

Va ong chétvoi mot nu cuoi chua chat: 101 do 1a
01 cudi ciing clia 6ng. Sudt doi, 6ng khong quén cai
tat ca 1am cda minh, cd nhirng thoi danh vong lén toi
tot dinh, duoc ca thé gici nguong mo goi d6ng 1A #ha
guy phdi Nam Hdi” (gentleman des mers du sud) ma
ong van dau kho vi nd. Nhung chinh cai tw ti méc cdm
d¢ dd lam cho 6ng cuong quyét chién d4u ba phan tu
thé k¥, chién dau trén moét khu vac gay go nhat, khu
vire vin chuong, khu vyc kich va ticu thuyét, va ong
da thanh cong ngoai sic tudng tugng cda ong. Sau
nay tat sé ¢6 nhidu ngwdi nghién ciru doi 6ng ma viét
thém dugce nhiéu trang vé mic cam tu ti trong cac bo
tam 1y hoc.

Trong truyén The painted veil, ha Me Nhat tu vién
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Mei-tan-Fu khuyén Kitty:

- Nay con, khong thé tim dwoc sie vén on tém hon
trong cong viée hay trong vui thii, o ngoadi doi hay trong
fu vién dau. Phai tim no trong ndi tdm minkh.

Lot d6 thye sau sic. Dit cam ¢é vidt lach, du du
lich khip nim chiu, Maugham cting van khong im
duoc s¢tyén 6n tam hén. Ong da biét ring phai tim no
& trong noi tAm ma sudt doi tim van khéng duege. Phai
chang céi kiép ngudind nhu vay?

Béo chi dang tin: 6ng nam & duong duong Nice
ndm ngay; cac bac s7 khong chira noi, ngudi (o chd
ong vé biét thir La Mauresque & Cap-Ferrat. Ong mé
man cho t3i khi mit, ngay 16-12-1965.
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GOETHE
(17491832)

- Téithanh cong Id nhd cdn cu lam viée, thé théi
Goethe

- Hét thdy ching ta déu séng tdp thé (...), déu nhan
dugc va hoc dugce cua tién nhdn cing nhiéu bdng
cva ngudi déng thoi voi ta.

(Goethe

- Ngdy nay vén hoc quéc gia khong ¢d nghia gi nhidu
nida, dd toi thoi dai cua vén hoc thé gidi, vd ching ta
¢o bon phén giip cho thoi dai do mau xudt hién.

(roethe

MOTNGUOI DA TAI VA RATKHO HIEU

Geethe ciing nhu Léonard de Vinci, Veong Duong
Minh, thudc vio hang ngudi rdt hiém cia nhan loai
ma thién tai gom nhiéu phuong dién, ¢6 thé néila day
dd. Léonard de Vinci 1a mothoa si, motnha dieu khac,
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mot ki su, mdt kién trac su, mot nhi bac hoc, Vuong
Duong Minh 14 mdt triét gia, mdt nha cai tri, mot vi
tuéng lanh, motvan si; Goethe la mtvin s, thi si, mot
nha chinh tri va mot nha khoa hoc. Ong viét dd loai:
anh hiing ca, tho lang man, tiéu thuyét, kich, phé hinh
vin hoc; Tam ¢6 van chinh tri, 6ng duoe nhidu ngegi
nghe. Phan doan sang subt, ma cé é¢ nghién cttu khoa
hoc, 6ng dua ra nhitu y kidn méi mé: nhang tip Sw
bién hoa cia thao méc, Quang hoc, Ludn vé mau sdc
dat ong ngang hang véi cac nha khoa hoc danh tiéng
chiu Au. Nhung vinh quang ctia ong vin la dé nhd thi
hao caa Diic, cing nhu Shakespeare 1a dé nhat thi
hao cda Anh.

Ong tho 83 tudi (1749-1832), viét tir hoi 18 tudi
cho t6i may ngay trude khi chét, nghia 13 viét 65 nidm,
liru 1ai mot sy nghiép gom 143 cudn, trong so6 d6 6 63
tac phamvin ngheé, 16 cuén nhat ki, 14 tip nghién ciru
khoa hoc, 50 tip thu tir, va 5 cudn “ng luc” ghi chép
nhing 11 ong ndi voi mén dé.

Tac pham cia ong thue da tap, con ngudi 6ng thiee
nhiéu mau thuin 1G¢i ndi Valéry phai tir hoi ¢6 phai
Goethe ¢é ¥ “hoi duong nhing mau thuan cia minh”
khéng; khéng tin Chida ma lai ¢6 tinh than than bi, da
duc, cudng nhiét ma lai uy nghiém; nhung co6 tac gia
lai bao, néu xét ky thi thay tit ca nhiang bat hop diéu
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dd van hoa hop vai nhau thanh mot hoa diéu.

To6i khéng hiét da cé tac gid nao vach ro duoc cai
hoa di¢u do ra sao khong: néu vach duoc thivitit da
dugc moi nguoi chdp nhan vi trong tram rudi ndm nay,
nguoi ta van khang ngdét nghién ciu vé éng. Toi nam
1912 da co tdi 22.000 tac phdm viét vé ong, chi noi
nhan dé& 22.000 cuén 46 in ra ctng dic 2 cudn sich
roi. ROi ricng & Phép, tir 1912 dén 1948, ¢6 thém duoc
129 cubn viétvé Goethe nia! O Anh, M¥, con s6 chic
khoéng kém, & Puac con s6 chac con 1én hon! Kinh
khing chuwa! Thim chi cac nhd chuyén mén phai nhin
rang sudt doi khong sao doc hét sach vé Goethe duoc,
nén da tinh hop nhau lai phan céng moi ngudi nghién
ctru vé mot khia canh, hodc mot thoi ki, nhung nhu
vay modi ngudi ¢ mot chi kién, nghién ciu xong ca
roi, 10ng hop lai cdch ndo cho nhat tri? ROt cude duy
dinh d¢ phai bd. Va ngudi ta phai nhan rang khong
lam sao hi¢u dang dvoc Goethe.

NUGSC BUC O THE KY XVIII

Goethe ty hao rang sinh vao mot gior rat tot: dung
lac chudéng go mudi hai tiéng, ngay 28 thang 8 nam
1749, & Francfort-sur-le-Main.

Sau hiép woc Westphalie nam 1646, Phap chiém
Alsace, nuée Ditc chia r¢. C6 té1 ba trdm ruci vueong
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hau tranh gianh nhau anh hudng. Bén canh nirde Ao
theo Céng gido, moc thém nuwde Pho theo dao Tin lanh.

Nam 1740, Frédéric IT 1én ngéi & Pho, chi trong
toi vo bi, Pho manh lén, nhung mic dau 6ng ta coi
Louis XV, vua Phap, 1a ké thii ctia minh, ma van trong
van minh Phap, van khinh Bic ngt Ia “chi nén dem
dung véi lodi ngua”. Ching riéng gi Dic, ca chau Au
hoéi d6 déu coi tiéng Phéap 1a thanh nha nhit, phuc nude
Phap 1a “xi cia anh sang”, goi thé ky XVIII cda Phap
12 “thé k¥ ctia anh sang”. Cudn L'Esprit des lois (Van
phap tinh 1y) ctia Montesquieu xudl ban nim 1748, ba
nam sau, Diderot va D’Alembert bit dau xuat ban ho
Bdceh khoa tw dién: con Voltaire thi duge Frédérie 11
moi qua Pho, dai nhu thuegng khach. Chinh Vua Fho
dé bao ring Briie méi chi san xudt duoc mot thién tii,
[eibniz (1646-1716) hiém hoi qud; 6ng mong sau niy
sé ¢4 thém nhiéu thién tainita; trong khi cho doi, duoc
s0ng & cai thé ki ctia Voltaire, 6ng ta cting man nguyén
IOl

Loi uéc ao cia ong ta dugce thue hién. Hau ban
(hé ky XVIII, nhidu béic thién (ai xudl hién & Dac: vé
nhac, sau Bach (16831750), Haendel (1685-1759) tdi
Mozart (1756-1791), Becthoven (1770-1827): vé vin
hoc ¢6 Klopstock (1724-1803), noi tiéng vé tap dodn
thi trit tinh Odes ngam vinh thién nhién, ca tung tinh
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yveu, t0 qudc...; Lessing (1729-1781) chdong lai anh
huéng ctia Phap; Herder (1744-1803) dé cao dan ca
hao tho phai ti nhién, ngau phat thi méi hay. Nhung
hai thién tai lam vé vang nhat cho Pc 1a triét gia Kant
(1724-1804) va thi hao Goethe.

CHA ME

Jean-Wolfang sanh trong mdét gia dinh phong luu,
chit khong qui phai. Ong ¢6 lam the rén, 6ng noi lam
chi tiém may r6ilam chd khach san. Than phuy, Jean-
Gaspard Geethe duge mot cai ham “cod van cda nha
vua”, ba muoi tam tudi maéi cudi Catherine Elisabeth
‘Textor, trong mot gia dinh chuyén moén vé luat. Hai
ong ba chi ¢6 mot con trai, Jean -Wolfang sanh nam
1749 vi mot con gdi, Cornélie sanh nam 1750. Vay
Geethe chi hon em ¢6 mot tudi; hai anh em qui mén
nhau lam, héi nhé, ¢é chuyén gi Goethe cing ké hét
cho em nghe.

Cau khong wa cha vi cha qua nghiém, ma mén
m¢ honvi tinh ba vuive, doc nhicu sach. Puge di truyén
cia me oc théng minh man tiép, tinh hay mia mai,
nhung khoan hoa, ngay thiang. Ba dau ning, ldic gin
matma con c6 nguoi khong hay, phai gia nhan lai mai
ha di mot cudc héi hop nao d6. Ba bao: “Vé thira voi
ha ring ha c6 van di khong dwoc vi ba dwong chét
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day”. Roi ba din do sau khi dua ma ba, lam thice dn
dai khach khita ra sao. D6 tAm hon ba nhu vay.

TUSI THO

Geethe hoi nhd thong minh nhueng khong phai la
(thian dong. Hoc tai nha it14u réi vo trudmg, nhung ghél
tanh hung bao caa ban hoc, ciu lai hoc & nha. Cho
viét rat tot (hdi do & chau Au cting nhu hdixua & nude
minh, nguoi ta chii trong toi nétchitlam), nhung chanh
ta dé. Cau co mot tat 14 khieu gidac rdat nhay, khong
chiu dugec mui thuoc 14, cing nhe Marcel Proust khi
bi bénh suyén. Mgt phan c¢ 1¢ vi than kinh cda ho
man cam qua.

Nam mudi 1dm tudi, cadu mé maot thiéu nu, nang
GGrelchen, ral dep, nhung khong dam lai nha nang,
d6n nang & nha tho va say mé ngé nang sudt budi 18,
cting khong dam cét tiéng chao hoéi nang nia. Moi
finh dau tién do mé cho cau thay “ca mot vil try - maéi
mé, dep de, toan thién” ma sau nay vé gia Goethe ghi
lai trong kich Faust. Nhung Grelchen cho ciu li con
nit, chi coi cdu nhu mdt em trai. Long ty ai bi thuong
ton, ciu ran quén nang, khong tim cach gap ning na,
nhung long van dau kho, va cau roi khéi Francfort.
Tubi tho ctta Goethe téi day chim dit.
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HOC LUAT NHUNG THICH VAN THO

Nam sau, 1765, tudn 1oi cha, ciu lai Leipzig hoc
luat. 1161 d6 khong can ¢é bang cap, chi can ¢6 mot
sitc hoc nao dé théi, cting duoc vo dai hoc. Cau hidt
kha kha tiéng La Tinh (m6n chinh), hiét thém tiéng
¢6 Hi Lap, tiéng Phap, tiéng Y, tiéng Anh, hoc qua loa
ma !l chadl loan, ghét mén sir, ral thich doc Thanh kinh
(nhung khong chiu hoc vé tHn gido), thich ¢4 mon
nhac, mon ve, mudn thanh hoa si. Cau tg thi ¢6 hai
tat: khong thé hoc dugc cai gi thiét thyc, valam viéc gi
thi lJam cho mau, khong mudn 4 mi ton thi gir ma
khong bo comg. Viy khivo dai hoc, Geethe mdéi chi ¢o
mot s8 kién thitc tap nhap vé sinh ngt va ¢6 ngt.

Cau khong ta mon luat, hoc it 1au réi ho, xoay
qua van chuong. Ma hoi do chang can gioi luat, hé
viét tiéng La Tinh cho hay 1a duoc bidng cap: nhu vay
cau co thém mol cd dé chuyén vé vin. Cau ché cic
giao su, chi trong éng Gellert day van khoa. Cau tip
lam tho, va dé luyén ngoai ngtt, viét mot tiéu thuyét
bang hai ba ngoai ngit, tudng tugng mot gia dinh co
sau bay anh em tdn mac khip thé gid¢i, va cho ho noi
liéng Phap, iéng Anh, {iéng T.a Tinh.

Nhung trude hét, cau tap song, tip giao du da.
Leipzig hoi d6 con ¢o6 tén 14 Petit-Paris (Paris nho):
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dan chang bit chiede nép séng sang trong, thanh nha
& Paris. Tdi Leipzig, Goethe lieng ngay b6 40 qué mua,
may ciit & nha ma sdm motho d6 thathanh, sta giong
noi dé lam quen véi cac gia dinh sang trong: Nho ban
gidi thiéu, cau lai & tro nha 6ng ba Schonkopf, Mdi
duge miy ngay ciu dave vin ¢d Annelle, con chinha,
la ca c4c quan rugu, Iam bo an choi. Lam mudi hai bai
tho, ndn nét cheép lai, déng thanh tip ngoai dé: Tdp
cia Annette. Tho co chiit phong van va nhiéu cudng
ai. “Puoc mudi hai nam doc gid va hainie doc gia. Tat
¢4 chi co biy nhiéu ngudi. Tiéng Gm mé 61 qua thi 16i
khong wa”.

Bai Pém phing phat céi giong tho ciia Klopstock:

T6i vigi long voi can nha ld

Noi nguwoi yéu toi o,

Va toi nhe bwoe dao choi.

Trong khu rimg hoang vang.

Oi! Dém dep va ém dém lam sao!

Khoé ma dién ndi niém vui thich, khodi lac do.
Nhueng, vom troi kia, ta mudn tvd lai nguoi

Ca ngan cdi dém nhw dém nay

Néu ngwoi véu cra ta chiv tang ta mot dém thoi
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Nhung Annelte da co nguoi khac yéu va Goethe
ghen long ghen 16n. Khi thiy ga d6 ngdi sau chiée
ghé ctia nang, Geethe nghién rang, toan than bang
bing: “Téi tudng ldac d6 co thé chét duoc 1lam, nhu
udng phai thit thudce doc tu tay nang dua cho t6i... Co
ai khd so nhu 161 khong, mic dau (6i giau ¢6, ¢o6 nhiéu
tham vong va nhiéu dc totl”.

Sudt may trang gao thét, than thé nhu vay. Chang
co cai tat tudng tuong minh bi dan ba phan, ma lai rat
tw ai.

Chang khong tinh cudi nang, ma chang lai qua
ghen, nén dan dan nang xa chang.

Trong thoi gian dé, chang lam quen véi mot hoa
31, Adam Oeser, siéng ning hoc vé va nho Adam ma
hidu dwoc cai dep binh di, mém mai, c¢da cac nghé
pham co Hi Lap.

Thang tam nam 1768, Geethe khac ra mau, lo ngai,
vOi vang roi Leipzig ma khong ta hiét gia dinh
Schonkopl. Ngay ming mot thang chin, chang vé (o
Francfort “nhu motkeé ddm tau”. Vay 1a non ba ndm &
Leipzig, Geethe khéng hoc duge gi vé luat, chi hoc
thém duoc it sinh ngi va hoa, viét duoc it hai tho, hai
kich ngédn: Tinh bdt thwong cia tinh lang va Ké dong
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loa, cd hai ddu co giong ndong nhiél, nhung kich duoi
chua chat hon.

UA NHUNG TU TUGNG THAN BI

Thay con vé nha, hoc hanh chang dugc gi ma lai
dau 6m. Ong Jean Gaspard batbinh, nhatla trong may
nam do6 dng lam dn khong kha. Khong khi (rong nhi
kh¢ thd trong mot thoi gian, réi sau cing tam ém.

Goethe ho, cé hach & ¢6 (cd le labibénh lao), nén
phai duong sic khé lau, nho tinh au yém cia em gii
ma vui vl

Than mau chang lic d¢ choi thin vdi cd
Klettenbery, mdt ngudi theo phéi piétisme do mit nhém
tin d0 Tin lanh thanh 1ap thé k¥ XVII, cha truong song
mot ddi kho hanh. Tinh tinh ¢é ty nhién, than mat,
Geethe il qui, sau nay 14 co trong cudn Wilhelm
Meister. Co cho rang hé séng thi phai cé lac dau 6m
vanén kién nhan chiu dyng. Von ua sy than biva thich
doc Thanh kinh, Goethe hoinhé that vong vé dng thay
day dao, bay gio gip c6, nghe 1 Khuyén bao cia b,
ma tinh than diu xudng, tin dao hon. Chang lui toi cac
tin d6 phai piétisme, chiu anh hudng cda ho, doc cac
sach vé thuatluyén kim, thuat than bi tri bénh. Chang
mudn tin ring ¢é mot thé gidi than linh chi huy ¢d vu
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try va doi khi ngudi séng cé thé tiép xdc vai gidgi do
dugc. Nhitng tu tudng dé gidp chang sau nay viét vai
doan trong kich Faust.

Bénh ho hot thi lai bi hénh loét & hong va dau bao
t¢. Than mau chang moi tin d6 phai piétisme lai cling
kiéng, chtta bénh bang cach than bi.

Bénh tré di tréd lai roi sau hotlan, Chang t mo thi
nghi¢m phép luyén kim; cong viée dé mé dudng cho
nhing thi nghiém khoa hoc sau nay & Weimar.

Mua xuan nam 1770, sau mudi tdm thing nghi
ngoi v (rim (e vé nhang 16 huyén bi, Geethe lai thdy
hang hai muén xa nha. Than phu chang bat chang
hoc tiép mon ludt va 1an ndy chang xin lai Strashourg
& mién Alsace, lac 46 thudc Phap.

T

LA| STRASBOURG - ANH HUONG CUA HERDER -
PHONG TRAO STURM UND DRANG

Thang ba Geethe t6i Strashourg: canh vat ryc ro
mau sic va ngao ngat hirong thom. Khong khi am ap,
dong séng Rhin lap lanh uén khidc ém nhing cu lao
xanh mudt. Long Goethe tung bitng bude vao mot thé
gigl moi ¢o nhiéu nét Phap hon 1a Puac; Strashourg
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khong phai chi la mot “Paris nhé” nhwe Leipzig ma A
“phong ngoai caa Paris”, vi cac thanh nién qui phai
trung Au, tay Au déu lai hoc & Strashourg d¢ cho ctt
chi, ngén ng dugce thanh nha mat chat, trude khi tdi
kinh d6 anh sang 1a Paris.

Goethe kiém cho tro, ghi tén vao ban luat réi lo
may $am quan ao, stta lai toc cho hop mot Strashourg.
Dan ching Strashourg héi d6 khong chéng Phéap, trai
lai Iay lam vinh dy duge Phap thira nhan 1a ¢céng dan
clia mot dd thi tu do, gan nhu doc lap. Hang qui phai
thudmg nai tiéng Phap, con hang binh din ndi mot thi
fiéng Duc mién Alsace, mot thd ngt ma ngudi Dic &
cdc mién Bic doi khi khong hié.

Co 6c to mo va van khong thich mén luat hoc,
Goethe ghi tén thém vao mon Y hoc, theo hoc cac bai
vé gidi phdu. Ral nhay cam, so liéng dong, sg cac mui
la, khéng dam trong cac ngudi bi thueng, chi nghe
fiéng ch¢ siia cang da gidt minh, ma chang hoc mén
d6 Ia dé ran tr Iam cha dwege minh, nén duge cam xic
cfia minh. Chang di theo moét doan quan dé quen nghe
li€ng irong, leo 1&n gac chuéng nha thd ngd xudng
duong dé chong viéi sg chong mat, duong dém lai cac
nghia dia d¢ quen véi bong t6i mé khong rung ron, va
bay gitr hoc y khoa dé quen nhin cac thay ma. Nhung
méic dau nhiéu thién v, chang van thatbai; cho té1 suét
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doi, Geethe khang lam sao dam nhin nhitng ngudi hip
hoi, dit ho 14 ngudi than di nita; sau nay, thin mau
chang méit ma chang khong vé, nguytn do chinh vi
vay.

Cting nhu & Leipzig, Geethe hoc & trudng thi it
ma hoc & ngoai doi thi nhiéa. Trong 36 cac ban than
ctia chang, ta nén k& Jung, Lenz, nhat la Herder co
anh hudng ratlom téi doi clia Geethe va dong mot vai
trd quan trong trong van hoc s Pc.

Herder g6¢ & Konigsherg, lic d6 lam tay vién cho
mat vi cang twoe di du lich, ghé Strashourg dé chita
mat. Ong ta 1a mdt nha than hoc, ¢6 luc giang dao lai
co lac 1am gia su, vé thong minh, thanh nha, 16n hon
Geethe nam tudi ma da noi danh nhe hai tap tiéu ludn
vé vin hoc. Tri 6¢ phong phd, sdng sudt clia 6ng ta
lam ndy nd thién (4i cia Goeethe; nhdy 6mg ma Goethe
hiéu dugc cai dep cha ca dao, nhan dinh dwoc nhitng
xu hudng mdi trong vin hoc, tim hi¢u nhang vin minh
ngoai qudc.

Herder bao dan toc nao cting ¢o lic thinh lic suy.
Dan toc Phap da co mot thoi ryc ra, bay gio téi thot
tan; Voltaire da gia nua, st mang cda Phap da cham
dat, bay gid t&i phién dan thc Pate 1én thay. Goethe
phyc 6ng ta ldm va cing nghi nhu 6ng ta rang minh
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c6 stk mang tao mot A& qudc maoi vé tinh than. Chang
ciing véi Klinger, Lenz. H-L Wagner hop thinh mot
nhém vin s tr¢ chung quanh Herder, dich tip tho
Ossian cla Anh, nghién ctu Shakespeare va cac tac
gia co Hi Lap, d4 dao cha truong duy li clia cac van
hao Phap: Monlesquieu, Diderot, Vollaire ma gy mit
phong trao mai goi 13 Sturm und Drang (giong t6 va
xung phong), mét phong trao lang man hung hing da
d4o cac qui tic cd dién, dé cao strc manh c(a ban ning.
Cudc cach mang vé van hoc do bat ngudn tie Anh (tip
(ho Ossian), phal (rién & Pac rHi (ruyén qua Phap, (o
nén nén van hoc thé ky XIX cia Phap.

MO TINH VY FREDERIQUE

(¥ Strashourg, Gaethe lai bidt thém mot méi tinh
méi. Mot han hoc & Y khoa dit chiang lai thim gia
dinh muc su Brien va chang gip nang Frédérique con
gai clia muc su, mudi tam tudi. Nang co cai dep cia
mdt thon nit. Gia dinh nang goc gac & Phap, tiép dai
chang rdt than mat. Chang voi nang dit nhau di dao
canh dong rudng, chéo thuvén trén sdng Rhin, chang
lam tho ting nang:
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Anh trong thdy em, va mot niém v ém dem

Tir cdp mat dep cia em chdy vdo long anh.

Tim anh o ngay bén canh tim em

Va anh chi tho cho em.

Mot dnh sdng xudn hong hong

Chiéu trén khudn mdt kiéu diém ciia em.

Va tdm long em du vém anh, hi Troi!

Anh mong dwoc hwong ma thue la khiong déng

(Hoan nghénh va vinh biét)

“Khong dang”, vi Geethe chi mudn huéng chuat
vui lang man théi cht khong co ¥ cudi nang, khong
phdivi gia dinh nang khéng xing ma vi;

“... Khong, khong thé duoc... Cudi nang tic 1a tu
han chétoi lai. Bon phan dau tién 14 phai phat trién tat
¢a kha nang cia minh. Toi sé luén ludn 12 Geethe. THi
da cd li khi véu Frédérique vi t6i da thanh thuc véu
nang. T¢ilac ndo toi thay can phai trén nang dé canh
tan t6i thi sé tron nang ma van la Goethe”.

Chang cdi dau, quat ngya roi nha nang ma khong
dam quay lai nhin nang lan cuéi: nang ding &1é duong,
nude miat rong rong. Chang ich ky, tan nhan? Co lg.
Co ho nhu chang so lap gia dinh, s¢ bi “tu han ché”.
Vi mai dén nam bay muoi hon twdi, Goethe maéi cwdi
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vy, Con ngudi dé chi nghi dén sg nghiép ciia minh
théi.

Tam ndm sau, ching maoi trd lai nha nang. Nang
van qui chang, nhung an phan, nhu mi, nang khong
hé ¢6 goi lai tinh ca, van vui vé cing chang dat nhau
lai dudi vom ciy xua dé tAm sy. Nang hisinh chochang
dé khoi lam hai sy nghiép van chwong clia chang. Moi
finh trong sach do, chang ké lai trong tap Tho va su
thue. Cac nha khao ciu van hoc sau nay kiém ngdi
nha cia nang nhung gia dinh nang da di noi khac,
khong con luu lai dau lich gi cé.

May thang d¢ Geethe rat sung sudng. Bay gid toi
lic phai hoc thi vi than phu viét thu thae 14y cho xong
hang cadpluat. Chang lam métluan dn tién si, cé nhing
tu tudng qua bao vé ton gido, ban giam khio khong
chap nhan. Chang lam mot ludn 4n khac dé 14y bing
cap ct nhan. Bang cap nay dé: khong can phai trinh
cac giao su. Vidt biing tiéng La Tinh, rdi doc triede mot
nhém ban be, trd 101 deoc nhang loi chi trich 13 dugce
chap nhan. Than phu chang hit man vi ching khong
duoe bing cap (ién si, nhung iy an Gi ring ¢6 bing ¢t
nhan, Goethe cting lam ludt su dugc. Con Goethe thi ty
phong ngay chic Doktor (tién si) vi cho ring ¢t nhin
trueomg dai hoc Strashourg clng co gia tri bing tién si
mot triedng dai hoc khac & Bc.
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Mot 56 ban beé khuyén chang nén & lai Strashourg
xin lam viéc trong cong s& Phap, chang tit chéi, mudn
lam mot “thién tai khdc ngudi” kia.

MOT LUAT SU YEU VAN NGHE

Thang tam 1771, Geethe vé nha, md phong luat
str, lam duoc vai thang roi chan, giao hét hod sova cong
viéc lai cho than phu va vai ngudi phu ta dé lo “lam
van nghé”.

Trong ddu 6c chang 1on x6n hiét bao dy dinh: kich,
dién van ky niém Shakespeare, tuy bat, tiéu luan, tho,
vietvé César, Socrate, Prométhée...

‘I'inh c&r chang kiém duge mot cudn sach ci nhan
de 1a Tiéu su ong Geaetz von Berlichigen, nguoi cé ban
tay sat xudt bdn & Nuremberg khodng hon chyc ndm
truoc.

Trong mét bac thu cho ban, ngay 29.11.1771,
chang bao: “I'6i tip trung hét tinh than vao mot céng
viéc n6 lam cho t61 quén ci ITomeére vi Shakespeare.
Toiviétmot kich vé doimot nhan vat cao thieong nhit
cia Duc”.

Sg¢ thwe nhan vat cao thuong do, Geetz von
Berlichigen chi Id mot thi hiép si an cudp, kiéu hio
han luc lam cta Trung Iloa, ma Geethe theo phong
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trao Sturm und Drang tao thanh moétvianh hiing chéng
d6i véi nhing keé ha lau duong thoi va chién dau cho
i do.

Chang viét mot hoi trong may tuan thixong, chép
lam vai ban gdi cho ban bé. Herder doc réi thit vong,
cho ring Goethe d4 bit chude Shakespeare va Kkich
viét hong. Giong vin manh me, thé bao, nhiéu hinh
anh day, nhung tinh tiét rat 1on xOn; truyén tinh, roi
dau doc, chém giét nita, lai ca canh trong gia dinh co
con nit bi bo. Khong thé nao dién dugc. Geethe nghe
161 Herder sita lai.

Chang va Merck gia nhap mot phai lang man &
Darmstadt gdn Francfort. Ho viét béao, 1am tho chua
gap nhau lan nao cing 6m nhau hén: “A, anh diy u”,
rd1 hé ban hoi t6 v lanh dam thi khéc 16c, viét thu trach
maoc. Bon “thanh song Darmstadt” do ra nhau ngao
du trén bo song Rhin, la hét om som, lai tham mot nue
s1, ba La Roche. Geethe viétbai phé binh cac tac pham
vin hoe, ¢6 khi ching theém doce chi coi nhan dé, 1at
mot vai trang, thay mot ciu nao chang va hay ghét,
thé 13 dd viét mot bai dé ca tung hay da kich réi - da
kich nhiéu hon 1 ca tyung.

MO TINH VO LOTTE
Than phu chang thay chang 1éu long, cho chang
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lai Wetzlar dé tip sy thém & toa an. T'oa 4n Wetzlar [a
toa toi cao clia Ditc thdi d6 nhung cuc ky bé boi. Co
toi trén 16.000 vu ngam lai 6, chua xi¢, vu ndo cling
kéo dai hang may nam. Cac quan toa luong it qua,
khong dd tiéu phai an hoi 16, Neudi ta gdi téi 24 4y
ban thanh {ra, nhung chi cing thém 19n xdn vi moi iy
ban dua mot v kién.

Théy vay Goethe chan nan, ching buén t6i ta,
ma di ngao du ngdm canh; “Maoi cay moi byi la mot ho
héa va ngudi ta mudn duoce lam mot con canh cam dé
duye chim vio cai bién hoa da.”

Trong mdt cudc khiéu vii ¢ thén qué chang gip
Charlottc Buff m moi ngudi quen goi 1a Lotie. Nang
thuong han 4o tring, cai bang hong, cé vé dep cla
mdt thén na, ty nhién, nhe nhang. Nang da nghe tiéng
chang thong minh, ¢o (4i nén ¢ 1ong mén, nhung da
hira hén véi mot thanh nién ¢ teong lai trong mién a
Kestner. Con chang thi mé nang lién, ngdy ndo cting
lui toi nha nang, nhin nang sin s6c mot by em roi
cung voi nang ra vudn hai qua.

Vihon phu ciia Lotte thay vay hoi budn, Lotte hiéu
v Kestner noi thang véi Geethe ring nang da dinh hon
voi Kestner va s¢ gitt 10i hia. Goethe chi con ¢é cach
riitlui, Mot dém trang, ca ba ngudi hop nhau motlan
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cudi ciing & trong veon, chuyén tro véi nhau, roi hom
sau Geethe tré vé Francfort, sau khi nhe Kestner trao
cho nang mot bie thu:

“... Em Lotte, anh cling mong sé trd lai, nhung co
troi biét duoc bao gid... Bay gid vang vé, chi ¢ mot
minh anh, anh ¢é thé khoc duoc... Anh khong thé tiép
tuc nhu vay duoc nita”.

Khi doc thi, nang rung rieng nwde mit,

Vé Francfort, chang tree & dau givdng tAm hinh
cat béng ban dién ctia nang va truiede khi di ngd, 1am
badm néi chuyén vai hinh, Ching van thi (i véi cip
Kestner - Lotte va mot hom Kestner cho chang hay
mot ga tén 14 Jérusalem ma ho quen & Wetzlar, that
vong vitinh da ty t¢ bang sung lyc. Chang nho Kestner
cho biét ro moi chi tiétvé vy do, roi viet mot hoi trong
bon tudn xong truyén Nhigng nédi dau khé cia chang
Werther.

CA CHAU AU KHOC WERTHER

Tac pham d¢ viét theo thé tho (1774) gan 14 mot
ty truyén. Werther véu moét thiéu nit Charlotte; vi nang
da dinh hon, nén Werther tir biét nang. Sau khi nang
xuit gid roi chang trd lai thim, séng than mat véi v
chong nang, nhung rdi dau khé qua, Werther tuy ti.
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Viy Geothe da ding mai tinh cia minh vdi Lotte
va syt tr cia Jérusalem dé dyng nén truvén. Dinhién
chang da tudng teong thém: Charlotte khong hin 1a
Lotte ma Werther khong han 1a Geethe, nhung ng i
quen nao doc cting nhan raduoec cude tinh 4i cia chang
(rong do.

Sach in xong, chang gdi ngay hai ban, mot dé ting
Lotte, mot d€ ting Kestner va diin ho phai doc ritng.

Poc xong Charlette suy nghi van vo, ty héi minh
¢o 161 voi Geethe khong, con Kestner thi gian dit, trach
chang la khong ton trong sy thye. Geethe ngac nhién,
khong ngd rang Kestner lai khéng hi€éu minh, cho
truyén doé 1a truyén thue, chit khong phai tiéu thuyét.

Tac pham dugc hoan nghénh nhiét liét, Ca nwdc
Dic khoc cho than phian chang Werther. Thanh nién
an ban nhu Werther, thiu na in ban nhu Charlotte,
cling 4o tring va bang hong. Tham chi ¢é nha dung
trong vudn mot h¢ k¥ niém Werther. Ngudi ta lam tho
vé Werther. V6 s0 chang va nang that tinh ty t¢ nhu
Werther. Noudi Phap cting say mé doc Werther, T
truvén La Nouvelle Heloise cia Rousseau, chua cd tac
pham nio lam cho ¢ chiu Au cam dong nhu Werther.
Sau nay Chatcaubriand viét truyén René cing la chiu
anh hudng ciia Werther. Goethe ¢con ghilai rang ngay
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nguoi Trung Hoa ciing vé hinh TLotte v Werther 1én
cac dd hang sit. Nhitng d6 ¢6 dé ldc nay ma con thi gia
dédtkinh khang. Chinh Napoléon cting thi da doc may
lan Werther. Danh tiéng caa Geethe héng vang lung.,
Tt lae do cho t6i hoi gia, nguoi ta chi goi 6ng 13 tac gia
(ruyén Werther miilic gin chél 6ng mai thanh (4c gia
kich Faust Nhung ciing ¢é ngudi phan déi. Trong khi
“bénh dich” Werther duong lan tran, mét sTquan viét:
“Tu t& vi khong duege ngd véi mot ngudoi con gai, con
¢o gidién hon”. Pang la giong nha binh! Werther trong
(ruyén ma da ldy gi lam dién. Werlher ngoai doi con
dién hon nhiéu, ma chang phai chi & thoi Werther,
thoi nay ma chiing vay w?

Mot ngudi khac phan doi mot cach vian chueong
hon, viét cudn: Néi vui eiia Werther, cho Werther tu ti
vy, bin sing ma khang co dan, chi sém long may thoi,
chit khong chét, Lotte cam dong qua, san sé¢ chang
nhur sin séc em nhé, rdi ho dit nhau vao bubng, sau
khiché gidu anh chong Albert Kestner, Qil Cai chuyén
van chutong, sao ma 1dm diéu li tha thé.

Phai nhin ring viin (rong Werther ¢6 dong va ¢o
nhiéu doan dai tri tinh, dep nhir tho. Geethe bao ong
da say mé viét, nhu trong mot con thuy du. Ngay tit
dau truyén ngueoi ta da thay cai chét lén von day do va
cam giac ay moi lic mot tang cho tdi doan cudi: “Mot
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ngudi hang xdm trong thay lée lda v nghe tiéng siing

A48

no .

GCEHE NOI DANH, HOC KHOA COI TUONG

Werther ra doi, phong trao Sturm und Drang phat
(ricn bong bol Herder phai nhudng dia vi lanh dao
van dan cho Geethe. Thu toe va khach khwa tie moi noi
d6 lai Francfort. Goethe viét mot loat ti€u ca kich;
Clavigo, Claudin ¢ Villabella... va mot kich nam hoi
Stella.

Bon qui phai 161 lam gquen véi chang. C6 cd ml
linh myc & Eurich, tén Ia Lavater, I6n hon chang tam
tudi, noi tiéng vé mén coi twdng, tac gid mot sach Coi
tieomg dé hiéw vd vé con ngwdi va vé di tinh. BO gdm
bon cudn day ¢Om, in irén gidy thuong hao hang, co
rat nhiéu hinh, dugc dich ra tiéng Phap, tiéng Anh,
tiéng Hoa Lan. Lavater cho rang mat ¢6 céi gi khong
can doi thi la tuéng co tai ribng. Ma mit cia Geethe
khong can d6i. Ong ta trong Geethe, Geethe cling
khen dng {a1a “thong minh nhit, (61 bung nhit, siu
sic nhit van van...”. Xin hoc thuat coi tuéng cia
ong - chang von td mo - tao moHt s6 danh tir méi cho
khoa coi tudng.

Itldu sau chang chan, giao du v&imot “di nhan”
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khéac, nha giao dyuc va tién tri Basedow, séng lap
nhing phuong phap gido duc mdi theo thuvét
Rousscaru.

May ndm ¢¢ la nhing ndm vui vé, soi ndi nhat
clia Geethe, sang tac manh va duong thai nghén kich
Urfaust ma co nguoi dich 1a Faust nguyén thiy.

Chang da ndi danh rdi, nhiéu noi ngdp nghé,
nhung chang von chua luru v t6i chd ndo ca.

Mot hom mot nguoi ban dit lai thim gia dinh
Shonemann, mdtnha giau c6 nhat, lam cha ngan hang
& Francflorl. Chang gip ¢6 Lili, gdn nhw bi cipmil cda
c6 thoi mién. Co moi mudi sdu tudi, sang trong, song
Xa hoa, hay lam duyvén lam dang. Cé cd moét ddm thanh
nién sin sang qui & dudi chan ¢o. C6 mudn dua voi ai
tinh, khong ngo hai nguwoi phai long nhau. Geethe hai
cuwdi, ca hai gia dinh déu khong biang long vi gia thé
cach biét nhau qua. Geethe di choi Thuy Sivéi vai ngudi
ban, khi tréd vé vin con mudn cudi cd, nhung sau mot
phan vi gia dinh khuyén ran, mét phan vi chang “sg
song”, s¢ lap gia dinh, nén loi dan va trén Francfort
moOtlan nea, di Weimar, do ol moi cda dong cung thai
tt hau quoc Weimar va chang quen trong mot cudc
du lich. Chuyén xa nha tudng chivai thing khong ngd
kéo dai toi sudt doi chang.
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HAU QUOC WEIMAR

-"T'inh trang nudce Dac thoi do cing tya tinh trang
Trung Iloa dau thoi Chién qudc, chia thanh miy tram
hau quée. Riéng mién Thuringe gém hai muoi hay hau
qudc, trong sd 46 c6 Weimar.

Moihau quoc nho ti teo cting ¢ dda mot triéu dinh,
cung dién, quan doi. Mot “kinh d6” nhue Weimar thire
ra chila motlang gom sdu ngan dan nghéo kha, duong
phé chi nhir dudmg mon, do day, 16i lom. Cé vai “1au
dai” khong 16n hon may hiét thy caa gidi trung liw.
Thai tc Weimar, Cong tudc Charles Auguste... song
v vo mdi ciedi trong ngdi nha tran 46 nat ma khong
stta duge. Bép & bén kia dudng cai va moi bira an gia
nhan phai bung thitc dn qua dudong. Cong tudc & ting
lau nhi, cdng tudc phu nhan & tang 1au nhat, mot phong
lam cho hop cho cac dai than. That tieu diéu.

Charles Auguste cing nhu cac thai tt khac duong
thot, hoi tré di du hoc, du lich cac dé thi, dé v kiém
hang nhan tii, sau nay lén ngdi, se voivé 1am ¢d van
hodc lam quan trong triéu. Ong ta thich Geethe nén
maoi toi Weimar.,

Ho hop ¥ nhau I3m va moi dau cing voi mot s
“dai than” song mot cudc doi phong tung, pha phach
y nhu mot bon du dang: truot tuyét, di sidn, vao nha
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dan ve gai, lin nhing thing rugu ciaa mot lai budn
xuéng tan chan nai roi cudil C6 1an ho hop cac phu
nhin trong mdt phong, udng rugu sdm banh vdi nhauy,
say sua roi om can v motvi dai than ding bén canh
cHng tude phu nhan, Ho con khoe rang khong ¢6 mot
(riéu dinh nao vui vé nhe vy, Geelhe dem (heo Ban
thao tip Faust viét dd, doc cho hon ho nghe, ho phuc
tai chang va mot tiéu thu chép tay lai cho chang. Chang
thay doi song vui thatla vui.

SUNG THAN GCETHE

Nhung roi cting phai nghi téi viée “tri nudce” chut
Vi Charles Auguste ¢4 [én ngdi tir ngay mong ba thang
chin nam 1775. Ong ta ¢6 6c canh tin quéc gia, tinh
creong quydt, hoi tan bao, mudn cho cac ldo than vé
veeon ma dung hon tré. Méi dau dung Geethe lam ¢6
van, nghe 101 Geethe moi Herder téi, giao cho chic
Téng Gidm muc, {riéu dinh khong ai phan 361 manh
vi Ilerder xitng dang, ¢é tai thuyét gido... Thay vay,
Charles Auguste manh bao tién mot buwde nia, phong
cho Geethe mot chic cao & triéu dinh. Lan nay thicac
dai than bat binh, cho ring Goethe chi néi danh nhd
liéu thuyél Werther chit ¢o (i can gi ma giao cho (rong
trach. Charles Auguste trd 101 ho: “Néu tan si Goethe
la mét ngudi gian xao thi quyét dinh cta chwvila phéi.
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Nhung Geethe 12 nguoi trung thanh, thiang thin, long
da rat t6t ma lai da tai, nhiéu nguoi rat sang suot da
khen t6i thu dung duege Ong ta; vy thi t0i nén giao
trong trach cho 6ng ta chi”.

Geethe lai khéo thu phuc nhan tam nén sy phdn
ddi diu lan. Ong dugc cievo co matvién, luong cao vao
bac nhi trong triéu, duec nha vua rat tin dung,

Tinh than gida Charles Auguste va Goethe cing
hoi la lung, ho nhue mot cdp tinh nhan, cudi ngya di
choi voi nhau, kiém gai vdi nhau, ¢é khi ng chung
voi nhau, chuvén gi ciing tAm sy véi nhau. Tém lai
Goeethe 12 sing than cda Charles Auguste. Thoi do,
khip cac tri¢u dinh, Tay ctng nhw Bong: Biac, Phap,
Trung Hoa... déu theo mot chinh sdch ma nguoi Au
goila “chinh tri chan g6i” (politique d’oreiller), nghia
13 bon sting than va stng phi néu khong nim hél quyén
hanh thi cting anh hudng ratlén téi cac vi hoang dé,
quin virong.

Sang than Geethe tuy 12 ban “tac hi” cda Charles
Auguste nhung cing biétlo tri dan, can ngidn nha vua
bét san bin khoi pha hoai mua mang. Ong lai thich di
khip noi “tham dan cho biét sy tinh”, nhéan tién ngao
du son thity tim hitng 1am tho.

Mot hom 6ng tim duge mot cai méd bac da ta 1au
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khong khai thac nita. Ong xudng tin day mé xem xét
r6ivé lap mot Uy ban md dé khai thac lai ma ciu van
finh thé thi chanh nguy ngap ctia hiu qudc. Vico 6c td
mo, nhan viéc dé 6ng nghién citu modn dia chat hoc,
va lam cac thi nghiém hoa hoc. Nhung roi md bingap
nude, cong viee phiii bo, 10n hon ién.

Lang nao ctng thuong hi héa hoan, éng nghién
cttu cach phong héa, khong cé két qua vi dan va tricu
dinh déu ngheo, khong thé mua dung cy moi dugc.

Apolda la trung tim kinghé duy nhat trong nwoc
song vé nghé dét. Ong tim cach khuéch truong ki nghé
d6. Ong luu tAm nhat téi canh nong, dén mot ki su
Anh chuyén vé phan hén va vé cong viee dan thdy
nhép dién. Khi thi hanh viéc phan phoilai dat dai, bon
cha dién chong doi da doi, ong phai ho.

Ong con nhidu sang kién niea mudn rat cac khoan
chitidu dé ngan sach duoc quan binh, rit bot s6 quan
dé co tién stra sang duong s4... nhung thiee hién khong
duge. ROt cude trong may nidm 6ng gidp Charles
Auguste, loi cho Weimar khong duoe may, nhung kién
thite va kinh nghiém ciia 6ng rat ting tién.

MOT NGAN BAY TRAM BUC THU TINH

Moai téi Weimar dugc tam ngay, 6ng da lam quen
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vl ba Charlotle von Stlein, ngy lién phu nhin cia
Hoang hau. Ba lon hon Gaethe bay tuoi, cha Pac, me
Anh, chong 1a Nam tudc Stein, 1am dai than. Héido ba
da co ba con. Ba khong dep, nhung sang trong, manh
mai, thanh thiec, thity mi va hoi hudn: “Nha tudéng s6”
(Goethe coi nél mit caa ba dodn rang tim hon ba diu
dang, cao dep, roi bao: “Nén gidng ludi cau di”. Nghe
nguoi ta ké lai loi 46, ha khong ua Geethe: ba khong
phaila hang phu nt ¢ thé “cau” duoc.

Vay mé réi Goethe cdng cau duge va trong mudi
may nam viét cho ba hon 1.700 bic the! Thue cha ba
chic cting ¢o, nhung it, sau bi dét hét khéng con lieu
lai.

Weimar nho nhue mét lang, dudng sa hep, dang
nhi bén diy nhin thiy ro moi vil (rong nha bhén kia
duong, nén khong cé viéc ndo xay ra ma khong bi bon
dav to, bodi bép, vd em khao nhau, loan truyén khip
noi: tham chi dén doi te ctia nha vua trong “cung cam”
ma dan ching cing hi¢t hét. Vay moi ngudi thi thim
vé moi tinh gita Geethe va ba Von Stein, nhung 6ng
Von Stein cho 14 chuyén thuéng - héi d6 ca chau Au
cho sy ve van vo ngudi 14 thudng; va lai hinh nhue ba
Von Stein ciang nghiém trang, it nhit 14 méi tinh do6
ctng kin dio mot chul.
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b

Goethe mé ba ta lam, goi ba la “thudc xuan”, “hla
mé” 14 “niém an i duy nhat” ciia minh, ngudi *hudng
dao than yéu" ctia minh, “sita duge nhang nhuwge di¢m”™
cho minh, v.v...

B4 qua ¢6 anh hudng téi tim hon Geethe. Ong ta
héa ra nghiém trang hon, gia din hon, bot bong hot
nhu héi chd truong duong 16i Sturm und Drang. Ong
ta dem mot ciu con cia ba Stein vé nha day do, roilai
nu6i mot thi€u nien gan nhy dan don nita.

Ca Goethe va Charlotte déu ua ve, Charlotte lai
tAp ténh [am viin, thi hiéu coi moi hop nhau lam; nhung
01 khong hiéu vi chuyén gi Geethe bat man vé nang;
“Dan ba nhu nhtng cdi dia bac trong 46 ching ta dat
nhitng trai vang... Nhing nhan vat phy ni t6i tao ra
déu hoanhao ci, tot dep hon nhitng phy ntt ma ching
la giip lrong doi”.

Roi toi khi Goethe lai Leipzig don dao hat Corona
ve hat va dién kich cho triéu dinh Weimar thi Char-
lotte ndi ghen va hai ngedi gidn nhau.

THI ST CUA TRIEU DINH

Vi héi d6 Geethe chidng nhitng lam ¢d van cho
Charles Auguste, té taéng, bd tredng Qudoc Phong,
thanh tra céng chanh... ma con lam “Giam doc cac
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cutic vui” (Directeur des plaisirs) ntta, nghia [a lam thi
s1cda Triéu dinh, gidm doc truong Hoa va t6 chite cac
hoi he, cac bubi khitu vd, dién kich. Ong da dugc
phong tude va ki tén Nam tudc dai nhan Von Goethe
(chit Von ciia Piic ctiing nhu chit De ¢iia Phap 1a hiéu
hiéu cia qui phai).

Chung ta ¢t tudng chi dan téc Trung Hoa doi
Dudng mai sinh tho: tir vua chida téi cac dai than, cac
con budn, cac ca nhi.. déu ham lam tho. Lam lon. Chau
Au & thé kg XVIII, thi ciing vay: Nit Nga hoang Dai dé
Catherine soan kich thi tir véi Diderol; Fredéric dai
dé ctia Diec lam ti€u thi bing ti€ng Phap ban vé chién
tranh, vé& cac tit néi xau hoidc ninh hét.. lam cho
Voltaire 1ac dau thd dai moéi khingai Ngy dwra cho sia;
vua Thuy Pién Gustave viét kich riat kha. Ong lon ba
lom nao ma khong lam tho, viél vin, cing khong ve,
khéc thi it nhat cting phai biét soan nhac; c6 vay moi
thire 12 qui phai.

Triéu dinh Weimar nhé qua, nghéo qua, tién dau
ma nudi mot ban kich nhu triéu dinh Versailles, nén
cac vi dai thin va cic phu nhdn phai soan 1dy Kkich,
dién 1ay (Goethe dién cling gidi nhu ai) dé tiéu khién
chit! Mu6n cho thém hao hang triéu dinh phéi Goethe
di d6n nang Corona vé Weiwar; nang dep, cé hoc thitc,
hiét bon sinh ngtt. Nha vua trd lwong nang rithau va
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chi yéu cau nang lau lau moi ngAm mot bai tho hoic
dong moétvai trong mét man kich ndo dé thoi. Di nhién
nang phai chi¢u chudng cd Hoang thugng Charles
Augusteva “cu lén” Goethe, Ca ba thuong dat nhau di
choi, tiéc tiing hén hd sudi, dudi héng cay. Va dang
nhw trong tho ngy ngdn caa La Fonlaine: hai con ga
trong duong vui vé song vai nhau thi mot con ga mai
xen vao... Nhung chuyén do khong quan trong, ho chi
xich mich so so thoi roi lai biét qui 1an nhau.

Trong thoi gian dé (1776-1786) Geethe van sang
lac: Tho ting Charlotte nhw nhieng bii Chi déi ta, Cap
finh nhan dang thiwong, Vinh biét, em oi, Vi Troi da bat
vdy, Tinh anh véu em la mot niém an ménh bdt tuyét...
Cac nha phé binh cho bai trén 1a rat hay, nhung phai
doc trong nguvén tac mdi duoc, vi khong tai nao dich
ndi cai nhac luyél didu trong do; Thém mol tap tho
ntta co tinh cach triét li, ton giao: Gi¢i han ciia nhin
logi, Than linh; vavai bakich nhu Iphigénie & Tauride,
Torquate Tasse. Lac nay 6ng da ¢6 mot quan niém vé
con nguodi, khong dé cao con ngudi dé chong lai véi
(han linh nga ma coi con ngudi 1 hing em cida thian
linh, con Thuong PE& thila caili tudng cao ca nhatma
con nguoi ¢6 thé quan niém duge. Ong dad bo chi
truong lang man ma theo phai ¢6 dién.

Kich Iphigénie 6 Tauride (1779) muon dé tai cda
112



DOTNGHE S

Kuripide, kich gia thoi 6 Hi Lap. Geethe dé cao sy hi
sinh. Loi rat du duong, kich ¢o cai vé dep ¢6 kinh,
dugce coila mot tac phidm c6 dién ciia 6ng.

Torquate Tasso (1780) la mot kich ndm hoi bang
the dién néi dau kha caa mot thi si'Y khi yéu mot thiéu
nt. I'inh tiétrat don gian ma tim li siu sic (Goethe 6
gd1 gam noi long minh trong d¢). Cing rat ¢6 dién,
khéc xa vai kich Stella viét nam 1776, hoi méitoi
Weimar. Kich nay c¢ tinh cach lang man, td mdt chang
hi 161 kéo gifta vo va tinh nhéan.

Ong lai kiém A& tii dé viét mot tiéu thuyét gido
duc nhan dé 1a Wilhelm Meister.

KHOA HOC GIA GCETHE

Butgc Charles Auguste chic¢u chudng, Goethe rat
te do, mudn lam gi thilam, ¢6 khi vang mat hang thang
ma van lanh da leong,

Ong duoc phai qua Thuy Sivay tién mot ngan hang
dé ciru nguy cho quoc khé Weimar. Cudc thuong lugng
két qua, 6ng cang dugc trong dung, thAinh mt nha
ngoai giao, duoc phai di st cac triéu dinh khac & Dic.

Va van hoc thém, nghién ctu cac mon: thao vat
hoc, khodng chit hoc, tip vé, giai phau.

Théang ba nam 1784, 6ng viét thu khoe véi lerder:
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“T'6i da tim thdy, khéng phai vang khong phai bac,
ma 13 mot vat lam cho toi vui vo t3; tim thay mot cai
xuong & gitta hai xeong him xai (os intermaxillaire)
clia lodi nguoi. Xwong d6 1a cai “chd yéu” cda loai
nguoi”

Trude kia nguoi ta cho ring chi loai vat moi co
xuong do, loai nguoi khong co. Bay gid 6ng kiém duoc
né va chiing minh dugce ring loai ngwdi khac loai vat
khong phai chi do co thé ma do ban chit. Do 1a diéu
phat kién dau tién cda 6ng, 6ng hanh dién ldm, viét
mot thién khao ludn @€ trinh by li thuyél caa minh.
Moi dau cac nha bac hoc coi thuong, mai dén nim
1820 ngudi ta m@i nhan ring 6ng ¢6 li, nhung trong
thoi gian do, ngudi ta biét thém ring dong thoi véi
ong, mot nha bac hoc Phap, Vicq d’Azyr ciing phat
kién duoe nhw ong. Ong vdt hin IEm, khong (hira nhin
cong trinh clia Vicq d’Azyr, 1am bo nhu khong bhiét
6ng ta ntta. Ong hanh dién vé cong trinh khoa hoc d6
hon 12 sy nghiép vian chuong caa éng.

() Weimar mudi niam, thiy chan, ong mudén ddi
161, xin phép Charles Auguste cho déng nghi gid han
trong mot thoi gian vo dinh. Cong viéc o triéu dinh da
chay déu déu, nha vua thiy khong c6 gi trd ngai, cho
ong nghi ma vin dugce in luong. Ong khéng cho ai
hiét ong di dau ca. Va ngay miing ha thang chin nam
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1786, bng mang tén gid: Jean Philippe Molter, 1én
dudmng qua Rome. Chi cd Seidel, thu ki va quin gia
than tin ciia ong 12 biét éng di du lich nuée Y. Ong
dan han; “Tai gidu hét thay moi nguoi day... Cé ai hoi
thi ct dap toi sap veé nghe...”

CUDCDULICHY

Thoi gian & Y, sau nay éng ghi lai va goila Cude
du lich Y. N6 kéo dai gin hai nim, tir thang 9 nim
1786 to1 thang 6 nam 1788. Su thuyc éng khéng “du
lich” theo nghia chiing ta hiéu, vi 6ng khong phai chi
di coi cac thang cAnh, cic di tich; muc dich chinh ciia
ong 1a thay doi cho 6, thay doi khong khi va cé le i
canh tin minh nita. Ong mang theo kich Iphigénie dé
viét lai thanh tho, téi dau cting nhan xét phong canh,
ddt dai, sinh val, cdy ¢d. Ong vé - vi 6ng vin con muén
l[am hoea si - va xép dit, chuin bi cho in Toan tip thi
van cua ong.

Vi1 gidu tén that, 6ng ¢é thé ty do la ca nhirng xém
binth dan vi 6ng cam thay khoan khodi: thod i8(, khang
khi, anh sang mién Nam nay ém dém, vui tuoi hon
mién Bic cliia 6ng nhiéu.

Ong gh¢ Vérone, Vicence, Padouce, Venise “chau
(hanh (uyél dep irén mol dao” d6. Piu (hang mrdi
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mdt ong (i Rome, & lai diy 1au nhat. A, thi qua, tha
ho di dao coi cac ¢d tich, roive, viét, Charles Auguste
cho 6ng lanh luong dad: lai khong ¢6 vo con han hiu &
hén, nén éng c6 Am (rang mdHl hoce sinh nghi he,

Rome hoi d6 nghéo; chau thanh chi co 160.000
dan, sovéicac thi trinkhac ctia Y thi rdtlac hau: dinh
thy d6 nat hodc cd ki, dan chiang nia qué nfa tinh,
ngheéo doi, cac dan ho lang thang kiém co trong cac
lau dai bo hoang thdi ¢o.

Naples trai lai, 1on gap ba Rome, dong dic, thinh
virong, Ap nap. Ong bo (en gia 11 Moller ma ding (¢n
Van Geethe. Triéu dinh Naples khéng ¢6 gi diac biét,
Vua Ferdinand di siin hoai, moi viéc giao cho mgtvién
(& tromg goc Auh, hudn tede Aclon.

Toi day ong duge tin titc & Weimar: Charles
Auguste chi mong Frédeéric dai d€ mal, ¢ Iam phuy 14
ong vua ké vi, Cac dai than phan nan rang Geethe duoc
an luong dé di ngao du son thiy con ho phai lam viéc
nhw triu. Ong than nhién, (i8p tue di choi Sicile, hoc
ve vdi Philippe Ilackert, hoa si ctia vua FFerdinand.
Hauckerl bio il gi cing phai hoc thém mdl ndm nird.
Ong thay khéng bo ¢ong, lai bo.

Réi toi Palerme. Chinh trong motvuedn & Palerme,

Ong bi dm anh vimoty déd 6 (e héi irwde: “Co thie ciy
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nguyéen thity khong? N6 ra sao? Chiic phai c6 chit, chic
moi thao moc phai dugc tao ra theo motkiéu mau ndo
cha”.

Ong tré vé Rome & thém mot thoi gian 1ldu nita,
lan nay giao du nhiéu. Cong viéc in bd toan tap cla
ong tién hanh, nheng kich Faust thi van mdai chi viét
dugc mdi motcanh, ong bo dé nod dé nghivé mot kich
khac Nausicaa.

(T6i thay toi thiwe dwoc tdi sink, dwoc canh tan,
hoan toan sung swong... Cang ngay téi cang nhdn thdy
vd vang 16i sinh va dé lam tho, va trong waedi nam 1
day, tdi sé luyén tdi nang do... Thoi gian ¢ Rome vdt co
loi cho thi: Toi hidu 101 va i nay bé mon ve”

Ong buii ngai bt biét Rome, di mét mach vé Weimar,
khong ghé Francfort mde déu mdu thdn ong rdt mong
doi.

"CO NUONG” VULPIUS

Cuoc “du lich” Y do da danh ddu motkhidc queo
trong doi séng va sir nghi¢ép Goethe, 6ng vui veé nhic
hoai tiéng “tai sinh”. Ong da tim dugc sy quan binh
noi thm.

Vé t¢i Weimar, 6ng dueoc 39 tudi. Charles Auguste
van trong o6ng, trong thu tit, van coi 6ng nhu ngang
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hang, giong ratthin mit Goethe khong lanh motchice
vy gi nhat dinh ¢, ty coi minh 13 mét “cong dan cda
vii tru”, mot vi thueong kKhach ciia hau quoc Weimar:
nhueng Charles Auguste van danh cho 6ng mét ghé &
Noi cac. Ong vin lanh luong mé ¢i nam chiing lai hop
motlan.

Mdt hom, mot thiéu na hai muwoi ba tudi lai dang
ong motla don xin O6ng citu gidp anh hay em cda co ta.
Cha ¢6 1a mol liéu cong chaae da chél, nha nghéo, ¢o
lam cong cho mot tiém lam bong gid. Co ta tén 13
Christiane Vulpius, coi duge duoc chit khong dep. Ong
ran giap cho anh hay em cia ¢6, r6i ma yéu co ta, goi
to1 nha minh choi hoai.

Dan Weimar ban tin, khao nhau, ché bai, bat binh.
Charlotte gan nam chuc tudi, theémg dau 6m, thay vay
néi gidn, dau kho Em. Ba ghen mot phén, te thdy nhuc
nha mot phan. Ngai ciru té tedng Goethe, thi haoe cia
Ditc, han tam tinh tao nha cta minh ma bay gidr sa doa
toi mac dé, séng chung vaéi “coé nuong” Vulpius, xdu
xi, d61 nat, may 1dm (hi mdéi Biél doc, dn néi thi qué
mua, “mot thi con gai chi dé...”.

Mt vai vi lao than con bdo: “Cai hang bach tinh
do, du ¢6 phong cho ho tudc nay tuoc no, cat ho 1én
chie nity chie no thi cang vin khong sao bo duoce cdi
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ban chatl bach tinh cda ho”.

Maic, thién ha muén néi gi thi néi. Ngudi ddc 1ap
14 nguroi hidt sdng theo sé thich. Ma “conbé” bi€t hau
ha 6ng, bay nhiéu da roi. Cac ba qui phai diém 18, thanh
nha, thong minh that ddy nhung doi hoi ong nhiéu
qud, bl éng phai chitu chuong nhidu qua, bay gio
ong mubn duge thong tha.

Sau nay, nim 1806, 6ng moi lam hon thy, goinang
[a “ban gai than va trung thanh cda minh”, *da giip
cho minh duoc rat nhiéu”; nhung bay gid éng van ci
goinang 1i “co Vulpius”. Nam 1789, ¢d sanh mdt diza
con trai dugc Charles Auguste do dau, roi kéo mot
dam bha con ho hang lai ¢, va Geethe vui vé nudi hét.

(ﬁ)ng cO cam giac minh [a mot ciy ting tro troi,
gan kho héo - 40 tudi réi, con gintta-va chi co nang la
ciy ddng ciy cat, “quin 1y ong” thoi, chi nang moi
“phi 1én than tung mot thit 14 tuoi mat”, nén 6ng sung
sirong. Song voi nang dwoc ndm nam, ¢é convoi nang
ri, ong moi bao tin cho mau (than hay, ba cy ming
rang ¢é chau noi, khong trach méc gi ca.

Mic dau vay Goethe van (hdy ngueong nguong vi
dan Weimar, van khéng chap nhan moi tinh d6 ctia
ong. Ho cang ghét Christiane khi thidy nang sau may
lan sanh, héa ra s6 sé, dnndi tho e, lai thuong say bi
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i nita. Mai sau, Goethe méi lam hon 1€ lén. Duy ¢6 me
triét gia Schopenhauer 12 hoi lich su, chiu tiép dai nang
va béo véi thién ha: “Goethe da cho ¢ ta mang tén
minh thi t6i ciing cé thé cho ¢6 ta mot chén tra duge
chu.”

HOAT BONG MANH VE VAN HOC VA KHOA HOC

"I'rong bon nam 17881792, dng sang tac kha manh,
ci vé van hoc lan khoa hoc.

Vé vin hoc, sau cudc du lich & Y, 6ng hiéu (hém
cai dep ¢6 dién 11y Lap nén van tho d6ng cang c¢6 tinh
cdch co dién. Vi try, xéthé ngoai, thiee da dang, phite
tap, nhung van co6 cai gi nhat tri, van theo mot qui luat.
Ong cam thiy ring su dién hién cia van vat phan anh
mot sg hoa hop. Ong van thich thién nhién, nhung
ong dong v voi Spinoza, cho thién nhién khong hon
don ma cé moét trat te nhe thieng lieng. Ong nghién
cttu khoa hoc theo huéng d6 vi sang tac nghé thuat
cing theo qui tic d6: thi si phai nhi ¢6 nhan tim ra
dugc cai gi bat bién trong sy tap da caa hinh thic,
phai gat b moi yéu to ¢o6 tinh cach qua ca thé di, ma
fim cdi gi co tinh cach tiéu chudn.

Ong sta lai hai kich Iphigénie ¢ Tauride va Tor
guato Tasso theo chi traong do; viet tip Bi ca Rome,
tap thu Phiing thich Venise, dich truyén Con cdova vai
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vy kich ngin.

Vé khoa hoc, 6ng nghién ciu sy hién hoa cda thio
mdc, co cau chia cac lodi vatva quang hoc. Ong nghi
rang thao mdc cang nhu lodi vat cang cau tao theo
mét cach thie. Trong lodi thio mic co quan nguyén
thiy 1a I4; (rong loai vl co quan do 1a dol xaong song
va oc chi la sy khuéch truong cla xuong song. Ong
viét mot cudn trinh hay sy bién héa clia thio moc, mot
cudn nita vé sy bién hoa cta loai vat, mot cudn thit ba
luan vé mau sic. Ban beé it ai hiu 6ng ma cac nha bac
hoc cting nghi ngd hoc thuydl cia ong.

Trong cong viéc nghién ctu 46, ong van co thai
d6 nghé si, tai ti. D6 la phong trao chung & thé ki
XVIII, th¢ri ma cac moén hoc chua c6 ranh gidi ro rét,
maon nay theong 14n qua mon khac; malai thém nhiéu
mon moi & thoi ky phoi thai, khong cin phai 1a nha
chuyén mon cing budc vo duge, cac dung cu thi
nghiém lai so sai, ai cting ¢¢ thé ché tao lay, cho nén
ta thay c6 nhiéu nha “khoa hoc ti ti” tim toi vé hai ba
mon, giup cho khoa hoc va ki thuat tién ho.

Vi dy Prestly - ban clia Goethe - 1a mot nha thin
hoc ma cang luu thm tdéi quang hoc, co mot phong thi
nghiém nho xiu ma phatki€n dugc cac chat oxygeéne,
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ammoniaque, Oxyd de carbone, acide chlorhydrique,
md dudng cho Lavoisier. J.J.Rousseau vin hio Fhap,
cling viét mot cudn ve thao vat hoc. Franklin lam nghé
in, ché tao dugc cay thu 16i. Montgoflier l1am gidy ma
ché tao duoc khinh khi cau dau tién.

Geethe cang thude vao hang dé. Ty biél minh
théng minh, 6ng mudn am mot vai phat minh dé luu
danh voi thién ha. Chua ai giang vé cac mau sac. Thai
thi 6ng lanh céng viéc do.

(ﬁ)ng muon duege cia mot gido su & léna vai cai
lang kinh (prisme) dé€ thi nghiém. Roi mot hém ong
nhd¢ rang hoi nho, ngudi ta day dHng rang nhin qua mot
lang kinh s¢ thdy nhi¢u mau sic: 6ng chidu thir king
kinh 1&n {womg mdéi quét voi, thiy tromg van (rang,
khéng ¢ mau nao khac ca, thé 1a éng cho ngay rang
thuyét ctia Newton sai: 4nh sang khong thé phan tich
thanh nhiéu mau duge. Ong bao: “Anh séng lavatdon
gian nhat, khong thé phan tich dugc nhat, dong chat
nhit khong phaili mot hop chat, nhat1a khong gém
nhiéu mau”. Roi 6ng lam vo so thi nghiém, ty tao nhang
diéu kién ¢6 1oi cho thuyét ciia 6ng, hong da dho thuyél
ciia Newton. Ong chua co duge tinh thin khoa hoc.
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vE CHINHTRI, CHU TRUONG NHU NHO GIAC

Nam 1789 cach mang phat sinh & Phap lam cho
¢4 Au chau dao dong. Geethe nhé cyc kimin cam, da
thay tir trude “cudc dia chan” do roi. Ong ¢6 tanh coi
thirong nhing hoc thuyét chinh tri deong thoi ma chi
quan (Am (¢ con ngudi v hién ¢6. Nhing (iéng “li
do” hay “chuyén ché”, ong cho 13 vé nghia hét. Ong
mudn ngudi ta nhin thang vao sy thyc, vao hién trang
x4 hoi chi ding li thuyét,

Trong cdc cudc “thdam dan” va du lich, 6ng rit
chd v 16 nong dan, qui mén hang ngudi chil phac;
khi cadm quyén & Weimar 6ng thay ro rang triéu dinh
“séng bdng cao huyét ciia nhan dan” nén khuyén
Charles Auguste botsian ban d€ do hai mila mang clia
dan, giam cdc chi tiéu dé ngan sach duoe thing bing
nhe phan ganh vae cho dan... Khong khinae éng ding
vao phe nha cim gquyén ma dan ap ké nghéo.

Nhung ong rat ghét nhing sy noi day cda dai
ching vi ong cho rang dai chdng khong biét phan doan.
Trong mot bic thu cho Eckermann, ngay mang hén
thang giéng nam 1824, dai khai 6ng bao: “Hoi d¢6, t6i
khong thé thich cach mang Phap dugce vi ngay nao,
gi¢r ndo cang thiay nhing ghé tdm clda nd, ma chua
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doan duge nhong hiu qua (01 caa no. (..) Nhung 16i
cting khong wa ché a6 doc doan. Toi tin chiic ring
mot cudc cach mang 1én xay ra khong bao gidr 1a 161
ctiadan ching ca, malaléi cia chinh pha. Néu chinh
quyén luon ludn cong bang va siéng nang lo cho dan,
dua ra nhang cai cach hop thai chie diung dé cho dan
phan uatqué, phai dung dén sac manh, thi cich mang
lam sao con xay ra duoc”.

Vivay ong khong thuong hai cac 6ng vua bi truat
phé. Ong cho mot 6ng vua ngde nghéch, nhu nhuoce
nhu Louis XVI, bi dan “cam chéi ddp, dudi di” cing 1a
dang. Tém lai chi truong cha ong cing gan nhu chd
(riromg chia cac nhid Nho: dan vi qui, nhimg dan ching
khong phai 12 giai cAp sang sudt; vua chia phai yéu
dan, 1o hanh phuc cho dan, néu khong thi dan co thé
thay vua dugec.

TRAN VALMY VA NUSC CONG HOA BAU TIEN
clUa BUC

Ban tam Geethe chi muén & xa quan sat Cach
mang Phip, nhieng ro bi16i cudn mi phai demdlcach
mién cuong vac bién ¢é cia thoi dai.

Charles Auguste nam 1792 cam ddu mot dao ki
binh Phé cung voi cac Bdng minh Ao giao chién voi
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quin Phiap & Valmy. Ong géi cac i liéu, ban thio vé
Newton, vé mau sic, bo tu dién vatli caa Gehler roi
thco quan vueong clia Ong.

Trong st nguoi ta cho tran Valmy 1a tran cda Bong
minh Ptc Ao bao tha, phan déng chéng lai cach mang
Fhap; mot bén 14 bon linh danh thué mot bén [a linh
tinh nguyén nhiét thanh chién dau cho t6 quoc, cho
ché d6 Cong Hoa, cho li tudng. Quan linh hai bén phai
dam mua, 16i bin, nd sing vao nhau suét hon gio dong
ho, roi Tong tulénh quan déi Bong minh 1a Brunswick
luyén bo: “Chiing (a khong thang duoce roil”. Téi chibu
t61, dan duoc gin hét, tiéng stng thua lan. Trong thoi
gian dg, Goethe di tham mat tran, ghi chép d& sau nay
viét cudn: Chién dich Phap.

Cudn nay mai dén nam 1821 méi xuit ban. Khi
vidl Ong da gia, nhidu viée da quén; va lai 6ng khong
phai 13 mot st gia, chi 1a mot nghé si, nén khong sao
tranh khoi nhidu 14m 1An, thién ki¢n. Ong viée

Moi budi sang, nguoi ta chi nghi (i chuyén nuong
tui Phdp va «thit” ho; nguoi ta hoan todn tin vdo qudn
déi va vao cong twoc Brunswick (...); ma by gié ai ndy
cw {dm Ui di, khong ngo ngudi chung quanh, hodc ¢6
ngo thi chi dé chii riia nhau thoi. Tyoi xdm 61, chiing
t6i do ngdu nhiéu ma qudy qudn whaw (..), hdu hét
moi nguwdi deu lam thinh (..) sau cing mot nguoi hoi
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161 nghi sao vé tran nay. Toi dap: T noi nay va i ngay
hém nay, bat daw mot thei dai méi cia lich stk thé giei,
ma cdc éng c6 thé noi rang minh may mdin duweoe chimg
kién’,

Lot dé cda Geethe thanh bat ha: tran Valmy da
giap cho cach mang Phap thanh céng, né lai la tran
dau tién cda nhan loai ma hai bén chién diu cho v
thitc hé. Anh hudng ctia né ritlén, mic diu khong dé
mau hao nhiéu: phia Phé mat 184 nguwdi, phia Phap
150 ngudi. Thoi d6 chién tranh khong toan dién nhuw
ngay nay: quinlinh ctt giao phong véi nhau, dan chiang
hén nay van qua du lich bén kia duoc, van phong van,
chuyén tro véi quan dich dugc.

Vay Pho thua, ché d6 quan cha & Phap ma bong
minh muén ctu van bi 1at do, vua Louis XVI bi dan
ching giam, quin Phap tién vao Ptec.

Mot tuéng Phap, Custine khong dugce lénh cia
thigng cap, ty v dem 18.000 quan chiém mién
Rhénanie tinh thanh lap mét nude Cong hoa dau tién
& do, va hi vong chinh thé do se Tan tran khip medc
Dutc.

Ong ta tién vo Mayence, dan chang thdy quan
Phéap “hién” qué, giip do minh moi viée, nén khong
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chong cy. Mot nhom ngudi yéu ty do con thanh lip
mot hoi chinh tri, tréng “cay ty do”, roi cim c¢ tam
sac clia Phap ma nhdy mda, ca hat. Nguoi ta goiho la
nhém Clubiste (do chit Club ctia Anh mé ngudi Trung
Hoa dich Ia Cau lac ho).

Custine tap hop dan chdng hoéi; “Cac 6ng chap
nhin hién phdp mdi ciia Phéap khong? Hay mudn co
mot hién phéap riéng, hay 1a muén giit ché 46 cd”. Ho
dap: “Chung t6i trong nudce Phap lam, nhung ham sinh
wra binh tinh (nghia 12 s¢ cach mang), nén mudn mot
giai phap “quan chi 6n hoa”. Custine that vong: “Dan
Rhénanie mudn lam né 181 vd Goerge Forster (mit
ngudi trong nhom Clubiste) baophai “batbhudc ho theo
ché do te do moi duoc”.

R&t cude ngwdd ta hoi hop, rol tuyén b “dan clning
Rhénanie xin dugce sap nhap véi Phap”, phai ba dai
hidu toi Paris dé dang ki¢n nghi ¢6 lén chinh phi cdch
mang Phap. Thé 1a qudc gia Cong hoa dau tién duoc
thanh lap, nhung tho chi duoc it thang. Nam sau dong
minh Phé Ao dem 45.000 quan lai vy Mayence. Quén
ctia Custine ¢6 thi, sau dan ching déi qua, xin dau
hang, bon Clubistc mdt mé trén thodt mdt mé bi gidt,
mat mé bi Xt t¢ vi toi phan quoc, thatla mot hai kich
hién thanh métbi kich. Custine sau nay bi khién trach
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[2 khéng duge lenh ma hanh ddong bay dé quan d6i bi
tidu diét, dng ta cd te bénh viec ma cing khong thoat
chét,

Trong thoi gian d6 Geethe chi lo nghién ctu vé
mau sic, ching mang gi téi chinh tri. Ong ciing tin
cong, nhueng chitin céng thanh tr cia Newton; cang
mudn thanh lap mot nude Cong Hoa, nhung mot nude
COng Hoda cda cic nha tri thirce kia.

Mic dau vay, khi dan chiing néi loan mudn giét
cac ngudi trong nhém Clubiste, dng cting quat 1én,
ngiin can ho. Ong thye can dam, citu duge mang mot
Nguwol.

Sau vy do, ong tré vé Weimar va tir nay khong du
vao mot hién ¢6 lich st nao neta. Tir 1791 t61 1795 6ng
chi trong toi viec nghién citu mau sic hon, viét dugce
it cudn tAm thuong ghilai cac bién ¢6; Cong ddn - tuimg
lanh, Bon cuong nhiét (1793), Thiéu ni ¢ Oberkirch
(hai cudn nay bo d&), Loi dam dao cia cdc nguwoi Drkc
yudt ngoai (1795).

HOP TAC VO SCHILLER

Miuroi hai nam sau (1794-1805) 1a mot giai deoan
mai trong doi sang tac cua Geethe, nho 6ng gip mot
thién tai moi, Schiller.
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Schiller sanh ndm 1759, nhd hon Geethe mudi tudi,
chiu anh hudng ctia Rousseau, bi quan, ghétvan minh,
xd hoi thoi dé thich 1y tudng, ¢é giong tho tri tinh,
viet tip Tui dan cuop (ta mot tén dn cudp dao dac, co
tinh nhan loai) va cting ¢o o¢ td mo, doc rat nhiéy vé
3ir, iriéd.

Ong ta bt diu ndi danh trong khi Geethe di du
lich hén Y, va thang hay nim 1787, lai Weimar, “kinh
d6 van hoa cla Puac” thoi do, mong duoc gan gli cac
“vi khong 10 Weimar”, tic Geethe, Herder, Wieland.
Nhung mdéi ddu ong fa thil vong: Herder chua doc
mdt tac pham nao cia 6ng ¢a, Wieland ¢é doc nhung
lai ché 14 thi¢u t€ nhi, con Geethe thi khong vén va, ¢6
vé it noi, khinh khinh. Tinh tinh 6ng ta trai han véi
Goethe: viet ban dém, thanh thir phai udng ca phé dim,
gAn sing mai ngd, gin irua mdi ddy, vin viél lang cing
lai hay triét 1.

Charles - Auguste cho 6ng ta mot chice gido su
chét doi (khong c6 leong, sinh vién gép tién hoc, dua
cho thay va chi c6 léo téo vai ba chuc cau), thanh ra
Schiller phai viél bao dé kiém thém, ciing véi mointhi
xuat ban ra mot tap chi lay tén 13 Quang dm (Les
Heures) ¢o tinh cach vira vin hoce vita khoa hoc. Ong
ta da dugc Kant, Herder hia viét gitp, muon lam than
v Geethe, viét mot biec thu noi tiéng phan tich thién
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tai Geethe mot cach rdt sdu sic roi gdi cho Goethe
(1794). Goeethe thich qua, nhin 161 hop tic ngay, mdi
Schiller lai choi nhd minh nita thang dé cting nhau
thao luan.

Ho nhan thay rang quan niém vé nghé thuatcda
ho khéng khac nhau bao nhiéu: moi ngudi theo mot
duong, Geethe thi thich thién nhién va riut dugc kinh
nghiém ctia Y; Schiller thi suy tu vé triét li; nthung ca
hai déu nudi motli twdng cao dep vé nhan loai, déu wa
cai dep ¢0 cta Hi Lap.

Su hop tic caa ho co logi cho ¢ hai: Schiller dugce
hudng kinh nghiém, kién thitc quang bac cia Geethe;
Goethe nho Schiller ma tim hiéu triét gia buc nhat chau
Au thot do, Kant, va do 1oi khuyén ctia Schiller, chuyén
chad vio viin nghé hon 1 vio khoa hoc, nhil 13 ong
dugc mot ngudi ban than doc tic pham clia minh, hiét
khen ma ciing hiét ché, nghia la hiéu duoc minh. Co
thé noi, nhé Schiller ma Goethe buede vo mot khiic queo
maoi trong doi.

Hai nguoi déu dé cao nghé thuat c¢d dién, mudn
phyc ¢, dinh nhing qui luat cho van the. Trong thoi
gian dé Geethe viét tap tho Herman va Dovothée, tac
pham néi danh ngang voi Werther. Tap A6 gém chin
khnic dang 1én cho chin Thi thin. Truyén ril gian di,
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¢0 dién: Hermann, con trai duy nhdl cua mdtchi quén
di ctru t& dan chiing trong cudc xam ling cta Phap,
gap nang Dorothée luu lac, yéu nang roi cudi nang
mic dau cha me khong bang long. Mot truyén tinh
nén tho trong mot hoi canh vi dai (cudc Cach mang
Phap) lim cho ddc gia xic dong.

Ong tiép tuc viét kich Faust nhung cang lai bo do
nira. Nam 1797, viét nhiéu khic hat.

Nzam 1805 Schiller va Goethe déu dau nang; Geethe
birth phuc 1An 1an con Schiller thé chil y&u ¢1, hdinhd
lai kh6 s, thiéu thon, nén khong chong ndi lai bénh,
mat ngay mung chin thang nam, hoi 46 tudi. Hay tin,
Geethe rat thuong cam: “Toi da tudng rang tHi chét,
khéng ngd la ban t6i mat va mat anh ay t6i mat nia
cude doi chia 1611”7, Ong ¢6 (hién chi mudn viél (ép mol
kich ma Schiller bo do: Démétrius, nhung gip nhiéu
trd ngai, thirc hién v d6 khéng duoc.

MOT TAC PHAM KI DI: WILHELM MEISTER

Tac pham quan {rong nhil cia Goethe trong thoi
két than véi Schiller 14 cudn: Nhigng ndm (3p su cia
Wilhelm Meister. Tac pham biat dau viét tir nam 1777.
Goethe c6 théi lam viéc ti to, rat it khi viét xong mot
hoi mét tac phim lon, thudong viét dweoe mot phan rodi
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bo dd, lam cHng viee khac, ldc nao cao hieng viét tiép,
va stta d6i mot s6 tinh tiét trong phan ca. Truyén
Wilkelm Meister 13 mot dién hinh vé 161 1am vige do.

Thuyc ra ong da ¢6 ¥ viét tie hol xudt ban truyén
Werther nghia la tir ndm 1775; trong mudi nam dau &
Weimar, ong viét xong ban thi nhat, nhan dé (A Thién
chitc dong kich ciia Wilhelm Meister: hay gid Ong sta
lai thinh Nhéng ném tdp sw cua Wilhelm Meister; 46
chi moi 14 phan dau, trén hai chyc ndm sau, 6ng viét
Hép Nhing ndm du lich, tee phan nhi, roi cho in Nadng
nam tap sw cua Wilhelm Meister von Nhitng nam du
lich thanh hai cudn; con ban dau tién; Thién chic dong
kich cua Wilhelmm Meister, 6ng ho, mai t&i ndm 1910
ngudi ta maéi tim thay ban thao & Thyy Siva goiné la
han “Meister nguyén thay” roi xudt han né mot tram
hai muoi 1im ndm sau khi (4c gia viél xong!

Khong c6 mot tiéu thuyét nao ki di nhu truyén
Moeister: ki di vi tAc gid da sita chira, viét lai ratnhiéu,
cac ban sau khac hin so ban; ki divi tac gid ban vé rat
nhiéu van dé trong d6, vi ¢6 vai nhan vatdoc dao, nhiéu
doan rit hay mi cting nhiéu doan ral dé; kidivi iruyén
khong c6 doan két, co ho nhu Goethe con mudn viét
fip ma roi chét, khong kip hoan thanh dugce: ki di vi
Geethe khong theo mot qui te nao cd, cao hang thi
viét, viét cho minh cha khéng cho doc gia, tham chi
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ong con ché giéu nhitng nguoi nac mudn tim mot y
chinh 1am nong cét cho truyén. Ong bao: “Tic phim
d¢6 thudc loai bi hiém nhét, chinh 6i cting khéng tim
ra dugc “chia khéa” cda né. Hoi ging ong dap: «Xeét
cho ki thi co hé nhwe truyén do mudn dién vy nay:; Con
ngwoi mdc dauw ngu ngde va ldm Idn di that nhumg néy
dicoc «<mot ban tay & trén cao” dat dan thi ciing cé thé
dat dwoc mot két qud 168"\,

Di nhién, 6ng cé quyén néi nhu vay, nhung doc
gia thi khoéng nhidn ra dugc vay. Ma 6ng ¢ lic bao
nhin vil chinh trong truyén, Wilhelm Meisler, 14 “mol
con cho toi nghiép”, ¢o6 lac lai bao hian 14 chinh 6ng.

Thiee khé ma tém tit truyen dwege. Méi diu Ong
ké truyén mt thanh nién con nha kha gia di theo mot
ganh hat dé thyc hién “thién chic dong kich” ¢ia minh,
(&4 doi sOng v tinh tinh cta bon dio, kép; roi sau ong
do6i ra thinh mdét truyén co tinh cich gido duc dé éng
ti do ban vé gido duc, vé nghé thuat, lich s vian hoc
Dikc trong mudinidm trude, vé ban tinh con ngudiv.y...
roi lai thanh mot truyén tinh, mot truyén du lich, mao
hiém (phin thdnhi) ¢6 da nhiang pha cude boc; nhang
canh song xa hoa cta gidi qui phaiv.v...

(1) Ching tHi cho in nga.
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T'rong s6 nhitng nhan vat phy, cé mot em géi,
ding hon la motthanh nién 4i nam ai nit, rat dé thuong
ma tinh tinh kho hiéu, va mot thi¢u ne phdng dang,
nang Philine, hai nhan vat dé déu kha doc dao.

Ai muon hiéu truyén cach nao cang dugce, cho
nén ching ta khéng thé phé phan gi ca, bao la hay
cting dugc, hao a dé cling duoc; no ki di thé théi.

Nam 1803 6ng viét kich D#a con roi dé tai radt
trong tap Hoi ki ciéa nit cong tude Conti. Pra con roi
d6 14 mot em gai cha me déu qui phai, bi me tham
tién ép ga cho mot thaong dan. Chd v cia dng 1a ghi
lai vai giai doan caa cudc Cach mang Phap.

NAPCLEON VA GCETHE

Napal¢on 1én ng6i hoang dé¢. Gocthe cang nhu moi
ngudi Diec khac, dau kho vi t6 quoc bi Napoléon chiém,
nhung trudce sau 6ng van phuc Napoléon va Napoléon
cling trong o6ng. Ca hai nguoi déu biét ring minh la
hang thién tai, hiéu tai ciia nhau.

Ngay mung hai thing mudi ndm 1808, Goethe yét
kién Napoléon & Erfurt. Ong git kin viéc d6, mai dén
1824 mdi chép lai.

Napoléan duwong in truea, Dara va Tayllerand ding
hau & bén. Napoléon vay Goethe lai, cham chd ngo
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ong roi bao: *Ong xiing dang lam nguwoi”. Geethe cdi
dau. Napoléon hoi:

- Ong hao nhitu tudi.

- S4u muoi.

- Khéo gia gin stc khoe ddy... Ong da vidt kich?

Goethe chi trd loi van tit may tiéng.

Napoléon kéo cau chuyén vé tiéu thuyét Werther,
ché mot doan khong tu nhién. Geethe nhan 1a dang,

Napoléon lai trd vé kich, ché mdtvai kich 1a dién nhitng
tu tudng vé van mang, hao:

- Nhttng tu teéng 4o thude vé mot thoi dai kém
van minh. Bay gi¢ vin mang ¢é nghia gi dau? Chinh
tri tao nén van mang.

“TRIEU DINH GCETHE”

Hoi d6 Geethe khong leu tam gi t¢i chinh tri, duwoc
dan chung trong vong, nguong md nhu motvi cha gia.
Cacvan silop trude: Wieland, Schiller, Herder, Lavater
da chét roi, chi con minh ong.

Ong thanh lap mot “triéu dinh” riéng trong d6
Riemer ddéng vai quan thivé. Geethe don 6ng ta toi dé
day hoc cho cau con, Auguste, réi 6ng ta lam hét moi
viéc lAt vt trong nha: viét thu, sita 4n cao, ¢d khi sita
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van nita. Ong ta hoc hanh ciing kha, rdt tin tim vai
chi, lan lan nam hét quyén hanh, khach khia & xa
mudn yét kién Goethe, ong cho v6 moi dugce vo. Tién
cong ching dugc bao nhiéu, nhung qui Geethe nén ti
choi cac cho khac dé dugc hau ha thi si, r6i 1an 1an
ong (i coi minh v Geethe la mod, (rong thw thuong
xung; «Chang t6i”: “ching toi duong viét cuon Pong
khi tirong cdu (AMfinités ¢lectives - tén mot tie phidm

clia Geethe).

Hbi quan Phap xam chiém Pac (1806), mét bon
linh Phap say rugu gy vdi Goethe, Chrisliane can dam
chay lai dung trudc 6ng, che chd cho 6ng, nho vay
ong thodt ché&t. Nghi t¢i tim long hi sinh do, 6ng lic
d6 mdi lam hon tha véi Christiane. Christiane song
thém duoe mudi nam nita, va nudi mot thi ni tré, nang
Ulrich. Khi Christiane dau 6m, Ulrich thay ba hau ha
Goethe. Nang cing nguong md, tin tim voi Goethe
khéong kém Riemer; khi Christiane chét, Riemer cudi
nang va haivg chong cung ¢ lai tréng nom cho Goethe.

Cau Auguste tu chat tam thuong, biéng hoc, khong
co dia vi gi rong nhi ¢a.

Danh tiéng Geethe vang ling khip chau Au, cac
nha quyén qui va danh nhan khip noi thuong lai tham
hoac thu ti véi dng.

Ong tiép tuc viét kich Faust, nhung vin khong
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xong, hé dé dé viét mot kich khac, Pandore, co tinh
cach than bi, va mot tiéu thuyét: Pong khi twong cau.

Truyén sau viét rat mau, in cing mau, nén cé tinh
cach nhat triciing nhy Werther. Truyén ta hai moi tinh
bat hop phap déu dua toéi mot két cue hi tham. Geethe
cho rang trai gai dé hop nhau thi nhét dinh t¢ hip dan
lan nhau, nhuy mot s6 chat héa hoc ¢é ai luc voi nhau
(affinit¢) , hé gdp nhau 14 héa hop véi nhau.

Ciap vy chong Edouard va Charlotte cudi nhau tré
dé gict motloi wée hen cu chir khéng phaivi yéu nhau.
Ban cida ho 1a vién Pai ay lai & choi vdi ho ding vao
lic Charlotte cting goi mot ngudi chau téi. Thé 14 xay
ra st d6ng khi teong ciu; vien Pai dy va Charlotte bi
thu hatvoinhau; con Edouard quyén luyén véi Odile,
chau ctiavo.

Charlotte va vién Pai 4y can dam ty thing long
minh ma xa nhau. Charlotte cting khuyén chong ran
quén Odile. Edouard nghe 161 ra di. Trong khi ving
chéng, Charlotte sanh mét dita con (cda chong chi
khong phai ctia tinh nhan), nhung long nang chi huéng
vévién Dai ty, cing nhulong ciia ching chihudéng vé
Odile, thanh th dia con giéng ¢a vién Dai dy lan Odile.
Odile rat mén dira nhé, sin séc né nhir con minh.

Edouard tré vé, gap lai thi€u ni, té tinh véi nang,
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ban chuyén li di dé cudi nang. Odile bing long.

Nhung roi mot tai nan xdy ra; trong khi chéo
thuyén, nang vo v, xic dong qué, dé cho dia nho té
xudng ao, chét dudi. Do dau khd, nang cam thay rang
minh d4 ¢o t6i ma nhan loi Edouard. Nang quyét dinh
s¢ chiu 04, s¢ Ur bitt cac ngwdi than rod, nang bo ra di.
Edouard giip lai nang, dua nang vé nha, an 4i nang.
Nang né1oi, vé nha nhung te 4o mot myc lam thinh va
chian cho vira da sdng. Pau khd, bt rat qud, chang
hao lau nang chét. Edouard cting chéttheo. Charlotte
chon hai ngudi & bén canh nhau.

Tinh tiét tuy hoi rac r6i, nhung tit cach hé cuc toi
1o van déu co dién. Téac gid mudn khuyén nguoi ta
phai ton trong ludt hén nhan, hi sinh hanh phuce cho
ca nhan; ong gei cho ta suy tu vé nhiéu van dé tam li.
Trong bén nhan vat chi ¢é Edouard 12 khong chiu hi
sinh nén Geethe bdo cac ban rang 6ng khong wa nhan
val do.

Cing vao khoang do, Geothe hat dau viét tap ty
truyén Tho va Su thue trong do ong ké ¢a phong trao
van hoc Puc & thé ki XVIIL Tuy ¢6 nhiéu hoiki sai, tac
pham d6 ¢é gia (rilon vi 1A nhiéu nhan val, nhidu bién
cO, hang mot giong van to chuét. Toan ho gdom sau
cudn, mai téi 1822 mdéi ra cudn cudi.
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*CONG DAN CUA VD TRU”

Tt nam 1806, Trung Au lu6n ludn bi nan chién
tranh do Napoléon giy ra. Khang thing duogc Anh trén
bién, ong ta quay lai muon lam ba cha tron luc dia Au.
Dao quan 6ng 1én nhit deong thoi, gdm nguedi Y Pha
Nho, Y, Phé ... Charles Anguste qudc vieong Weimar
(hanh molludng duedi quyén Napoléon. Napoléon phai
dung quan ngoai quic vi Phap trong non hai chuc nim
cach mang va chién tranh, da matnon hai triéu ngudi;
dan ching da ngan chién tranh, ngay Théng ché Phap,
Lannes, rit diang cam, chién htu cda Napoléon, ma
khi hap héi (vi mot vién dan lam bay hai cai gio), cing
chutri rda Napoléon, bao “ngung” lai di, dimg gay chién
nita.

Goethe Iic nay khong wa nhung cing khong odan
Napoléon, chi vy (¢i b phin (iéu hoa cia lodi siu, 16
may bom nudc hoi d6 moi ché tao, hon 12 91 cudc
hanh quan cia Napoléon d& xam lang Nga. Mot nha
4i quoc birc, Arndt, ghét cay ghét doc nguoi Phap,
ong khuyen: “Ong khong bé néi xiéng xich dau. Con
nguoidé (tee Napoléon) vidai qua, 6ng khong da siec
chong lai”. Mot thi si tré tudi Korner, gan da tin céng
mdt doan xe Phap, chét. Hay tin Goethe chi lac dau.
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Ngudi ta trach ong khong 10 tinh (hin ai qudc,
khéng lam tho chong lai Phap nhu Korner, 6ng dap:
“Ngbi trong phong ma lam nhitng bai ca tién quan, cai
do khong phai la viéc caa toi, do la viéc ciia Korner...
Moi nguoi c6 mot cach phung su t6 qudc: ai ndy phai
ging hét siec minh, tay thién pha cda minh”.

(Quan niém caa 6ng nhw sau;

“Xét chung, long cam han moét dan toc khac 1a
mot didu rit diic biet. Trinh d6 vin hoa cang thap thi
long do cang manh; trinh do vin hoa dat duge mot
muc cao nao do thiné sé mat hin, lic dé nguoi ta nhu
la vuegtlén trén ¥ niem quoc gia dan tdc, ma cung dau
khd, cting vui sudng voi dan toc lang giéng, voi 14n
bang cta minh. Trinh dd viin hoa do hop voi bian tinh
tHi, toi da dat dugce no kha sém, trude khi toi sau chuyc

A4

tudi.

Co le dé to rang minh vuot 1én trén y niém qudc
gia trong chién tranh Phap - Nga (1812) 6ng dco day
nguc huy chuong cda Phap, Nga, Pha, Ao.

Di nhién rat nhiéu ngudi khong dong v voi ong,
nhung thiy 6ng da gia vanéi danh khip chau Ay, nén
mic Ong noéi gi thi noéi.

Thang (e nim 1814, dan ching Weimar duge (in
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déng minh dd chifm Paris, Napoléon bi day ra ddo
Elbe. Triéu dinh Berlin véu cau Geethe soan mot voy
kich dé mimg chién thing. Ong mudn tit chéi, sau né
164, mién cudng viét mot véd ¢d tinh cach ngu ngén:
Apiménide tinh ddy. Epiménide 14 mot thi si, triét gia
Hy Lap & thé ki thi¢ VII truge T.L. theo truyén thuyét
ngi nam muoi bay nam roéi tinh day, doan trudc tirong
lai va thuyél gido. Geethe mudn néi ring minh cang
nhu Epiménide, sau bao lau im hoi bay gitr madi cat
tiéng. Kich d6 dé. Gid ong mot muee tie choi, dimg viét
thi hon.

7ATUDI HOI CUSI MOT CO 19 TUD|

May nam trudc 6ng map béu, hoi nay khde manh,
quic thude thém. Bo Toan tdp clia 6ng ban rat chay.
Chura ¢6 mot vin nhan Bite nao lanh nhiéu tién tdc gia
nhy 6ng: 1an in (h¢ nhat 10.000 thaler (mbi (haler bang
khodng ha Mark thoi nay, hon ba quan méi cda Phap
mot chit), 1an thit nhi: 16.000 #haler V. Ngoai ra ong
van duge hudng luong thuong thu cda triéu dinh
Weimar. Ong gid d6 (inh loan (ién nong that chi 1i,
ngai cai khoan thué qua ning, nén goi thinh nguyén

(1) Vay 16.000 thaler chita thdm vao déu, so véi tién téc gia cfia
Tolstoi, Victor [Tugo clia thé ki sau.
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1én (riéu dinh xin gidm (hué cho 6ug vi 18 ring minh
dad thanh mot nhan vat roi, the tie moi noi géi téi nhiéu
qué, phai ton thi gidr va ton tién hoi am. Qua thyc ong
phai mudn vai the ki dé gitp viéc. Nang nhatli khodn
tiép khach. Ban than thi lai & choi it lau, con ngudila
thi 6ng chip tay sau lung diing tiép ho, hoi vai ba cau
vo van, chi bat tay nhitng ngudi ma 6ng co thién cam.

Ong ¢6 mo1 AL nita, y nhu Alexandre Dumas-cha,
ham huy chuong. Trong thoi chién tranh Phap - Nga
(1802) ma ong deo ca Bac ddu boi tinh cfia Phap, huy
chuong Sainte- Anne clda Nga va tit cd cac huy chuong
ctia P’hé, Ao nira.

Niim 1815, dng vé thidm tinh nha, Franclort, gip
mot dao hat tré, Marianne Junc. Hai ngudi yéu nhau,
nhung Geethe da viét truyén Dang khi trong cau 4é
khuyén nguoi ta hi sinh, te chd, nén 1an nay, hanh
dong nhu vién Pai 4y trong truyén, cat tinh. Tt may
nidm nay theo trio Ten, 6ng 10 md im hiéu phuong
Dong, tac Hi Lap, Thé Nhi Ki, A Rap, Ba Tu, Ai Cap,
An P¢. Va nhan méi tinh véi Marianne, 6ng nayray
viét tap Cai di-vang dong -tdy, bon nam van chua xong.
Khung cinh 14 phuong Pong, giong tho nhe nhang
mé rgc ro nhiang mau sic phuong Bong. Tac phdm
khéng phai chi gom nhiing thota tinh ma cOncé ngudn
hitng ton gido, than bi naa.
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Sau moi tinh voi Marianne, con mot mai tinh cudi
cung ntta, nong nhiét hon, va lan nay 6ng khong lam
chad dugc 1ong minh.,

Nam 1822 ong dau ning da tuong chét, hinh phuc
lai roi, 6ng lai Marienbad dé duong stic va gap cd
Ulrique Von Levetzow. Mdi ddu 6ng coi ¢6 nhu con,
thuong cung ¢6 dao mat, nghe nhac, dir cac cudc tiép
tin, da hoi.

ROl ma 6ng yéu co say dam, va nim sau mudn
cudi co. Ong 74 tudi, c6 mai 19 tudi. Ong hdi mot y si
tudi d6 cudi vo 6 hai gi khong? Y sT dap vo hai. Ro
bao hai, éng v si do! Trong tham tam, éng ta cd khoi
thay vay 14 mia mai khong: Gocthe vira méi thip te
nhat sinh nam trudec.

Tue thi Goethe tam sy voi Charles Auguste. Vi
quan vieong nay bao: “Cha, lio gia nay, chi nghi téi gai
tol”. Goethe nidn ni riét, Charles phai nhan loi danh
tiéng gittm. Chic 6ng ta nght “Hin trdi ching mudn 16
bich thi mdc hian”. Charles dich than toi nha 6ng ba
Von Levetzow hoi nang Ulrique cho 6ng ban gia cia
minh, hita da the: néu Geethe chét triede thi triéu dinh
sé cap cho Ulrigue mdt s6 tién qud tuat 1én; néu me
ghé va con chong bat hoa vai nhau thi tricdu dinh s¢
cho “cép vo chéng son” mot ngdi nha riéng dsi dién
voi cung dién.
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Ong ha Von Levetzow nhdt dinh tir chdi va co
Ulrique ctng tir chéi; ¢6 khéng muén ¢6 chong, chi
coi Gaethe nhw cha théi. Qua nhién, sau nay c6 di tu.

Goethe that vong ndo né, nhung con 4 sang sudt
dé gitt mot thai do dang hoang: tuy gap lai nang ma
khéng to tinh, con ning vi song thin nang van kinh
trong 6ng, ngay sinh nhat 6ng, van tang qua valai chuc;
co diéu 1a khong khi ndo Ulrique ngdi mot minh véi
ong neka, Mot dém di choivé, nhin anh den trong thanh
phd tudéng dau nhu cac ngdi sao trén trdi rét xudng,
ong ghi trong nhat ki: “Bé cai 1im vé cac vi sao” Ong
gia 46 mudn ty mia minh chang?

Thétvong vé tinh, 0ng viét tAp Bi ea rathay, giong
thé tham, nda an phan, nda hi sinh. Thyc la lung, tam
muroi tudi, ma long con xic dong nhu hoi tré, tu tudng
ril gia gidn ma linh ¢am van dat dao!

TUTUONG GIAQ DUC CUA GOETHE

Nam 1829 Goethe stra lai phan: Naing nam du
lich cho thém vo truyén Wilhelm Meister. Van gite thé
tiéy thuyét, nhung dong tac rat cham, éng xen vo nhiéu
truyén ngan, nhiéu doan ban ludn dai vé xa hoi, nhat
la vé gido duc.

Ong tudng teong mot tinh goi la “tinh st pham”,
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Wilhelm gdi con lai d6 hoc va ho day tré theo phuong
phap nhu sau:

Tao héa da cho moi ngwdi dd nhng cai can thidt
cho hién tai v tuong lai. Nhung co mjt cai ma khéng
ai ¢¢ sdn khi moi sanh, ma lai khong thé thiéu dugc
néu ching ta mudn thanh mot ngudi dang hoang vé
moi phuong dién. Cai dé 1a long kinh. Phai kinh trong
Thugng DE, cha me, nguoi trén; phai kinh nhing cai
dudi ching ta; dat va van vat; phai kinh nhng ngudi
ngang hang chdng ta, ban he va ngudi dong loai. Va
quan (rong nhdl phai iy kinh (rong minh.

Vay ton gido 1a do long kinh ch¢ khong phai long
s md phat sinh. Geethe van trong dédng Ki T6, nhung
khong nhan rang Ki T6 12 métvi than linh, 6ng mudn
co mot tén gido chung cho nhén loai.

Moi ngudi phai phat trién kha ndng thién bam ciia
minh toi tot buc: nguoi viét chir tot thilam thu ki, ngudi
khéo tay thi lam tho, ngudi co thive thive... Viy ong
khuyeén ngudi ta phai chuyén nghiép.

Va nguoi nao cung phai ton trong tat cd cac tén
giao khac, chip nhin cic chinh thé khac, nghia la
phai khoan hong hao dung.

Rot cude cac nhan vat trong truyén hau hét chi
nhuw nhing hinh ndm, nhirng may phat thanh dé éng
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dién te tudng ctia minh. Ho khong song doi cia ho.
Ma truveén ctng khong cé doan két, ngung & chd
Wilhelm ctu dira con Felix khi né sédp chétdudi. Co le
téi d6 cham dit cude doi trude ciaa Wilhelm ma bat
dau mot cude ddi mdéi chiang, ching ta ¢é cam giac
viy chit Geethe khong noi ra.

80 TUSI VAN CON SANG TAC

Nhimg ndm vé gia, canh gia dinh éng khong duoc
vui. Christiane mat nam 1816, da tir lau ho séng voi
nhau chi do thoi quen. Nam sau, cau con, Auguste,
ciedi mot thidu ntt tén la Ottilic Von Pogwisch. Nang
théng minh cé hoc, vui vé, lanh len nhueng nhi nhanh,
lam dém lam dang, tinh tinh bat thudng va khong hiét
trong nom cfta nha, tiéu tién nhu nudc. Hai vo chong
géy 1on nhau hoai, ho sinh dwoc hai trai, mot gai.

Khi Gaethe mudn cudi cd Ulrique, Auguste bat
binh v¢i cha, doi bé nha di lén Berlin va néi thang
ra rang cha cuoi vo ké nhir vay la lam thiét phan
clia cau. Thay con nhu vay, 6ng cang chan ngan:
nudi bdo ¢6 nd, nd ching lam dugce gi va chi mong
hudng gia tai cda minh. Nim 1830 Auguste chét &
Rome trudc 6ng. Ba dia chiau néi 6ng khong co da
nao kha.
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Miy ndim cudi cung, Geethe khong ra khoi nha.
Nedi nha kha lon, chia day do dac; gan nhe motvién
tang c6: do6 tang lam ki niém, huy chuong, bang cap,
my pham cac b suu tap cay cd, d4, xuong loai vat, va
rat nhiéu thu tir sach vé.

Téam muoi tudi 6ng van lam viéc manh, co6 cad mot
ho “tham muu” gdm ba thirki v may nha chuyén mon,
tirc “cac tuvi sdng” clia dng, can mot tailiéu gi thi ong
hoi ho: Riemer chuyén vé ¢o hoc, Mever vé nghé thuat,
Coudray vé kién tric.

May nguoi dé rat tan tam véi éng. Ong doc cho
ho chép mbi khi dng sang tac. Ong chip tay sau lung,
di di lai lai ma doc y nhw nhin trong sach vay.

Ho con ghi tat ca nhang 161 6ng néi voi ho hoic
voi khach khia. Eckermann nguong mé 6ng nhat, “y
nhut con kién, gom gop tat ca bai tho cia 6ng, sap dat
lai”. Chinh Eckermann ghi lai nhing 16i ctia 6ng, thanh
m&tho «Ngi luc”.

Al toi chiém nguong ong cting thay ong oai
nghiém nhwmotvi thin. Ong cé vé nhu tin rfing minh
sé song tram tudi, tho hon Sophocle (gan chin chuc
tudi con sang tac), cho nén 6ng cho nhan vt Faust
cla 6ng song toi tudi dé. Ong khong nghi tdi cai chét,
co khi con dem ra dua cot. Cac nha vin 1on truée da

147



NGUYEN HIEN LE

chét, nhigdu nha lép sau cing xudng hd. Nghi tdi ho
ong bao: “Ai ciing ¢é mdt s& mang, lam Xong stt mang
roi thi di, d¢ cong vice cho ngudi sau”. Nhung riéng
6ng thi ong cho rang st mang chua xong, va 6ng chua
viét xong kich Faust ma 6ng da bat dau non sdu chuc
nim réi.

KICH FAUST

Faust la mot nhan vat ¢ thuc, song & Dac vao
khoang cubi thé ki XV dau thé ki XVI. Nam 1587, mot
fiéu thuvét gia dura nhan vat do vao truyén, lam thanh
mdt nhan vat than thoai: Faust them khat khoai lac
ma ctng thich hoc hoi, ban linh hoén cho qui, va qui
cho ga hudng moi thy & doi, hiéu duoc khoa hoc huyén
hi.

Truyén binh dan d6 duge dan chung rat hoan
nghénh, Mot vian si Anh, Christophe Marlowe viét
thanh mot kich, cho Faust giao du voi bon hai tic, di
chiém dat dai va kho vang & cac nudc xa xoi.

Goethe héinhd, trong cac cho phién thuong dugc
thay dién mot vai doan veé doi cda Faust trong cac tuéng
mua rdi; nam 1773 ndy ra y soan mot kich vé Faust,
lic nay 6ng chua doc taic phdm cia Marlowe.

Ong viét dugc vaixen, roi bo dé: lau 1au cao hing
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viét tiép, sita di stta lai hoai, té¢i ndm 1790 cho xudt ban
mot khic, khodng nita phan tha nhat; nam 1808 cho
xudt ban khie tiép theo, thé 1a xong phin thit nhat.
Roi ong viét phan thi nhi, sia di sta lai hoai, téi khi
gan mat (1832) gdéi lai ki luong, gian khan, hao doi
minh ¢hél roi mai xudl ban.

Nhan vit chinh trong kich 14 Faust, con qui
Méphistophéles (goi titla Méphisto), nang Marguer-
ite. Va nang Hélene,

Trong phan thit nhat dé hiéu hon, Geethe xen lan
hoi ki ciia minh vdi truyén thuyét trong dan gian: Faust
ban linh hon cho Méphisto, ve van nang Marguerite,
co con roi ho nang. Nang qud that vong, gidt dita con
va bi x( ti. Nang chét trong tay Faust, nhung c6 mét
tiéng tir trén troi vang vang xudng bao nang vi an hin
ma duegce ciru roi.

Phan d6 Geotheviét cha y d4é dién trén san khau.
(Qua phan sau, 6ng d6i vy bi kich thanh mot trudong thi
¢o tinh cach triétli, banvé vd try. T4c pham mo rong
ra, hao gom mot thé gidi cao hon, sang stia hon, ménh
mang hon: Faust mudn duge “vinh quang”, giau co.
Xa hoi Duac hién di, xa héi li tudng Hi Lap, thay vao.
Mé¢éphisto thanh mdt ban cta Faust; Fausthéa ranhan
vat tiéu biéu cho nhan loai lang thang dé hoat dong -
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che khong phai dé hedng lac nita - ma thyc hién li
tudng cda minh. Day 12 triét Iy trong truyén: Mdi dau
khéng phéila 1di néi, hoic thin ngdn nhirThénh Kinh
hao) cing khong phaila sy théng minh, khong phaila
sttc manh, ma 1a sy hoat dong. Xuat hién thém mot
(thiéu ntr; Hélene.

Nhung roi phai két thac va Goethe phai trd lai
truyén théng trong dan gian, trd lai 101 hita hen gita
Faustva qui Méphisto, va kich héa ralung tung, kho
go moi, lam cho nhiéu nha phé binh hat man. Nhung
ai ciing nhén rang kich that vi dai, e tedng ril siu sic
ma 101 tho cuc dep, ngang hang voi nhang tac pham
hathd cia Dante va Shakespeare, tuy khong déu tay,
nhung cé nhing doan hiang viy nhe nhing cay ¢o thy
trén motngon nai chotvot, Co dd hét: ai tinh, dam mé
dién cudng, Thuong DE, qui, khong khi thod trung ¢,
thoi ¢6 HiLap, ma lai goicho ta hiét bao suy tu. Chang
nhitng ngweoi Dic, ma ngwedi Phap, ngudi Anh cing
hoan nghénh nhiétliét, dich ra lién réi phan tich, phé
binh, nghién ciu. C6 nguedi con bao tic pham doé ai
mudn hiéu ra sao ciing duge, nhie vy mai thal i tho,
mai thatla vidai. Cé le 16i do ding.

NEN VAN HOC THE GId

Goethe duoc coi 1a ngdi sac hac dau trén van dan
chau Au thoi d¢6. Ong doc sach rat nhiéu, tim hiéu cac
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vian hao nudce khac.

Ong khen tap tho Orientales ciia Hugo, ché truyén
Notre Dame de Paris, doc Walter Scott, Carlyle, Byron,
hich Sainie Beuve, Slendhal, Balzac, Mérimée. Ta
lung nhat, 6ng thich doc phan dau cua Faustbang tiéng
Phéap do Gérard de Nerval dich hon 12 doc lai nguyén
ban clia 6ng.

Chinh 6ng ndy ra cai y mé man cho nén van hoc
thé gidi, bang cach dich nhitng tac pham bat hi cda
nhan loai dé cdc din toc hidu 1an nhau, rit 1an kinh
nghiém cta nhau.

Ong hao:

“Ngay nay do nhing lién quan chdtche giwa Phap,
Anh, B, ching 1a ¢ thé stta chira IJan cho nhau. Po
14 cai l¢i 1on nhat cta nén van hoc thé gigi”,

“Ngay nay van hoc qudc gia khéng ¢é nghia gi
nhiéu nia, da 161 thdi dai cda van hoc thé gigi va chidng
ta ¢é hon phan gilip cho thoi dai do mau xudt hién”.

“Toi mang on nguoi 11 Lap va nguoi Phap rat
nhiéu; moén no cia 0i véi Shakespeare, Sterne, gold-
smith thit la v6 tin”.

Chinh 6ng cing lam cong viéc phd hién van hoc
ngoai qudce cho déng bao 6ng hidu. Ong khuyén khich,
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chi huy cong viéc dich cia mol nhom dich gia ¢o i,
va Ong cing dich nita; Byron, Diderot, Manzoni.

Ong rit nhin nhan:

“Nguoi a cho 161 Ta s6 mang ril 161, Tl sung suimg;
qué thyc 61 khong ¢6 gi phan nan vé doi t6i, nhung
x¢t cho cing, toi thanh cong 13 nhd cdn cu 1am vige
thé thoi”.

“Hét thay chiing ta déu song tap thé (...) déu nhan
duoe v hoe dwoe cida lién nhan cing nhiéu biing cda
ng 1ol dong thoivdita... Trong cudc doi dai cha tol, toi
qud da thge hién dugce vai viee ma toi ¢6 thé 1dy lam
hanh dién. Nhung noi thing thin ra, t6i c6 gi dic hiét
riéng cla toi dau, ngoai cai kha nang va cai khuvnh
hudng bidl nghe, nhan xél, lga chon roi dién lai, mol
cach hoi khéo léo nhing cai toi trong thay, nghe thay.
Téac pham cfa toi dau phai do tai cda t6i ma do nhang
ngudi va vat & chung quanh ggi cho téi cad”.

Ong khéng hanh dién nhidyu vé sy nghiép vin tho
clia Ong, ma buon rang cong trinh nghién citu khoa
hoc ctia 6ng khdng dugc ngudi doi coi trong.

CHIEN BAUVOI CAICHET

Niam 1831 ong rit suy nhuoe, gay ém, khom lung,
gan nhu modt béng ma. Ong so nhat mua dong, ru ru
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trong phong, khong dam ra ngoai. Ong mong doi ting
ngay mua xuin tré lai. Ngay 15 thang ba nidm sau, khi
tid¢t xudn méi hién, 6ng sai nguoi danh xe dua 6ng di
dao canh, bilanh, vé nha s6t, nam liét giwong.

Sang som hém sau bac si Vogel toi, cho toa, bét
duge kha kha, nhung dém 19 rang ngay 20 hénh tré
lai nang hon. Ngay 22, bénh lai giam va Goethe da
mirng: “Xuln téi roi day, t6i s¢ hétlanh”. Chivai gid
sau, ong da hap hoi.

Coi that toi nghiep. Ong ldo do sg chét, ¢b chién
dau voi cai chét, quynh lén, voi vang leo 1&én giwdong
kiém cach nim cho thodi mai, 1an 16n, thay khong ém,
rén ri, hét 1én, mit tai mét; Ong roi givdng, lai ngdi
chiéc ghé banh, md hoi va ra, khoang gita triea tit
nghi & trén ghé. Khi gan tat nghi, tay éng ve trong
khong (rung roi viét 1én (rén chiée mén phad dau goi,
dat ca dau phét, diu cham phét. Sau cang éng viét
mot cht 1on, cha W. Co 1¢ 1a 6ng viét cha ddu ciia tén
ong: Wolfang.

Lol cudi cung caa ong la: “Cho sang thém di”,
Ong mudn bao mé rong cia 6 ra. Nhung ngudi sau

lai hiéu theo mot nghia khac .

(1) Tiéng Purc la: Mehr Licht! TiénglPhap: Plus de lumiere, Cd thé
hiéu theo nghia ntta la: Tir nay hét anh sang.
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Rat nhiéu danh si phé binh Geethe. Flaubert hao:
“Ong Geethe thye xing dang 1a mot ngudi! Ong ta co
da hét, cai gi cung co!”

Lamartine hét loi khen; “Ong dy 1a thién tai byc
nhitcda thé ki, khong con ng¢ gi nica”.

Nhimg Nielzsche lgi cho khong ¢ ngudi Die nédo
dang khinh bang Geethe: Paul Claudel bao Geethe 1a
mot “con lira vi dai, uy nghi”.

“That la ti cyc doan nay toi cuc doan khac” dung
nhu Geethe da ty phé phan minh.
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CHATEAUBRIAND
(1768-1848)

- Con nguadicd ludn ludn biét ré minh muén gi khéng?
Cd ludn ludn chéc chan vé diéu minh suy nghi khdng?
Chateaubriand.

- T6i biét 6 rdng toichi 1d mét cdi mdy viét sdch.
Chateaubriand.

- Tt kinh Phac Am tdi b X4 ude, chinh cdc cudn sdch

da gdy nén cde cube cdch mang.
Bonald.

DONG DOI QUI PHA]

(¥ Phap, thé ki X VI, nha viin nha (ho niao co iéng
tam clng lanh mot chac 1én nhoé hoac nhin mot chut
an hue cda tricu dinh, ho cho nhu vay néu khong phai
la vinh dy thi cing 14 tg nhién; La Fontaine lam 56
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Corerdevadriand g wed oF (Ginwdel
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Thay Lam, Corneille, Moliere, Racine dién kich cho
Tri¢u dinh...

Qua thé ki XVII mdéicd mot s6 nha vin ¢o thé noi
14 doc lap, dam cong khai chi trich chinh quyén nhuw
Voltaire, phai tron ¢ Ferney, gan bién gi¢i Phap - Thuy
51 dé hé thay dong tinh 14 1an qua Thuy Si. Ho la chién
simd dudng cho Cach mang 1789, chit chua thue hoat
dong chinh tri.

Cuoi thé ki d6 ta méi thay Chateaubriand hoat
doéng chinh tri, néu guwong cho cac nha van 16p sau
nhwr Lamartine, Victor Hugo, Goerge Sand... S& diviy
1a nhércude Cach mang 1789, Von dong doi qui tdc hai
muroi mot tudi da muc kich Cach mang, roi phai xuat
ngoai, me va chi bi giam, gia san bi tich thu; sau lai
muc kich cudc cach mang 1830, Chateaubriand du
mudn hay khong ciang bi 16i cudén vao nhiing cudce
phong ha cda thoi dai ma phai lam chinh tri, ¢6 lic
l[am cdch mang nita. Nhung trude sau 6ng van i mot
nghé si v sy nghiép cda 6ng van la sy nghiép mot
nghé si mac dau chiu dnh hudong nhiéu cta thoi cude.

Ong nodi 6ng 14 Francois de Chateaubriand vio
hang qui tdc ¢6 cuu, lam lanh chda & Villeneuve, khi
mat (nam 1729), theo tyuc mién Bretagne thoi do, dé
lai ca gia san cho ngudi con ¢a; ba ngudi con sau chi
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duwoe chia nhau mot s6 tién nho, danh phailam rudng
nhu ndéng dan thudng hodc sung vao luc quan hay
thily quin cia nha vua.

René Auguste, ngudi em tha nhi, mudn vo thiy
quan, nhung khang da tién d€ an hoc, lai Saint Malo
dé muu sinh: budn han, nhat 14 budén moi da den; va
cudp bién, rinh cac tau cia Anh, hé thay da siclatin
cong. Hai nghé 8y, duogce triéu dinh cong nhin 14 chinh
thire, Nho vay nam 1773, ba muoi Iim tudi 6ng ta da
phong luu, cudi mot thiéu ni cing 1a qui toc trong
(riéu hai muoi bay i, ¢o Apalline de Bedée, roi mua
duoc mot thanh trai ¥ xay tu thoi Trung c6 &
Combourg.

Hai 6ng ha sinh dugc sau ngudi con, ngudi con ut
14 FFrancois-René, tiec van hao Chateaubriand, ra doi
ngay mung 4 thang 9 niim 1768. Francois René ¢6 mot
nguoi anh ¢é: Jean Baptiste va bon nguoi chi, ngudi
chi than nhat véi cau la Lucile hon cau bon tudi.

TUOI THO CO BOC

Mdi sanh ciu rat yét ¢t, phai nuéi v, ba tudi méi

(1) Thai Trung ¢, cac lanh chua cattrai ma ¢6 thanh lay nhuthanh
dé chong cudp va ké thu.
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vé o voi cha & Combourg; can me tinh tinh xung khac
voicha, cd hoc, mo dao, ham vui, ham chinh tri, & lai
Saint Malo. Cho toi khi chin tuéi cau lac thi & véi cha,
lac thi & véi me. Ngay tie nhd da to ra budng binh, hay
gay 10n, sudt ngay lang thang voi tré con hang xém,
(61 m&i vé nhi, milt may lem lude, quin 4o 12 1oi. Nhung
rat te 41, hbudn rang minh nghéo hon ban, khong duoc
cha me sin séc nhu ban.

Tudi tho, cau chi yéu bién (Saint Malo ¢ ngay ho
hién), ngudi va nudi dau tién “cia cau” 1a ¢o Lucile vi
cO cung bi cha me bo bé nhar cay, dong canh nén hiéu
nhau, thuong nhau.

Nam 1777, than phu cAu goi vova cacconvé & ca
Combourg. Combourg [a mgt thanh pho ¢ hon Ta mot
cai trai, bon goc ¢6 hon cai thap, vi tat ca da lau doi,
nén khong khi ritng ron, lanh 1éo; ngwedi ta don (rong
nha ¢d ma hién hinh thanh métlanh chaa gia co mot
chan g6, di dau ctng 6 mét con meo theo sau.

Than phy mudn cho ciu sau nay thanh mt siquan
thiy quan. Nén cho cdu v hoc truong trung hoc &
Dol. Hge gidi, mén ndo cing vao hang wu, nhat la moén
¢6 ngtt La Tinh. Van buong hinh v can dam; 6ng thay
nao ma doa danh thi ciu phdn khéng lién.

Nhung gan téi tudi day thi, nhan doc motvai cudn
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khong ditng ddn nhu truyén Confessions mal faiies
(Nhatng loi thii t¢i bdy bg) ma sinh ra mo mong, tinh
duc sém phat.

Hoc hon nam & Dol, cau lai Rennes hoc thém dé
thivao hai quan. Hoc gioi, hai nam sau dau duoc bang
capsiquan tap dich, nhung vi gia dinh khong van ddng,
nén doihoai ma Paris khong géi bang cip toi. Cau doi
¥, muon di tu, vo hoc trudng trung hoc Dinan, réi ctng
lai bo vé Combourg ¢ vdi cha me.

Than phu cau rat nghiém khic, c¢ dung gid thi
thite day, an udng, di ciu hoidc dao mat, sudt ngay gin
nhu khéng héi han vg con; ci nha thay 6ng thi lam 1ét,
im hiit, doi 6ng di khudt r6i méi ddm vui vé chuyén
tro... Song trong khong khi d¢, cau gan nhu co doc,
cang mo méng dan ba, vovan ngim canh thién nhién,
nghe tiéng chim i€ng gid; md dAm ra chin doi; cdu
nghi to1 teong lai: chdng cé nghé gi ca, troi sinh minh
lam gi day? Mot 14n cAu chua chat qua 1y cay sung di
san dé ty tk, nhung sing khéng no. Sau do cau ndn ni
chame cho di qua My hodc Gia Na Pai. Than phu cdu
bing long.

Dung lic do, anh ca cidu da van dong cho cau duoc
1am thidu dy & Cambrai. Than phuy cdu duwa cho mét
tram dong tién vang va dan; “Liéu ma tiéu. Tao gia roi
va dau 6m, chang con song bao lau nia dau. Ran séng
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cho ra con nha gia giao, ding lam ho to tién”.

Délai Trung doan & Cambrai, cau ghé Paris tham
anh, lai chao vai phu nhin, moét ha td vé thin mat véi
cau qua, cau sg, chay tron. Cau khong thich doi song
phéng dang, phi phiém, gia dbi cia dan Paris ma thich
doi gian di, than mit trong quan do6i hon.

Thang chin nam 1786, duoc tin cha mat, ciu xin
nghi gid han vé dua dam. Chia gia tai: dat dai vé ca
nguoi anh ca, cadu chang co gi ca.

Nam sau anh cau goi cdu 1én Paris, tinh nhd éng
De Malesherhes vin dong cho ¢du mdl chage nhé gi &
trieu dinh vi cau la dong doi qui toc. Cau duoc vao hau
vua Louis XVI, r6i theo sau nha vua trong mbt cude
san bdn. Cau vung vé lam sao, dé ngya minh phong
len téi chd con mdéi triede nha vua. Biéu d6 t5i ki. Nhung
[ouis XVI khdng gian ma chi cuoi. Cia lai vung vé
thém motlan nira, ching xin Hoang thugng x4 t6i cho.
R6i hém sau 1dn, khong vo tricu nwea, doi cd cohdi trd
vé qué.

Khong bi€t lam gi, ching le #n khong ngdi roi
hoai, cau lai 1én Paris, dugc 6ng cuu Thugng thw De
Malesherbes coi nhu con chau, khuyén doc céc tac

phim cda Rousscau (hdi truedce 6ng ta che ché
Rousseau), tim hiéu thém vé thao mdc hoc va dia 1i.

161



NGUYEN HIEN LE

TRONG THOI KY CACH MANG Bl MY

Thang sau nam 1789, sau khi nghi ngoi kha lau &
qué cau lai lén Paris. Lan nay trong nuoc da x6m xao:
doc duwong néng dan biat xe ngimg lai, hdi gidy thong
hanh. C4 Paris nhu 1én con sot.

Ngay 14 thang bay, dan chung chiém nguc
Bastille. Chateaubriand binh tinh ng¢ ho vira pha tueong
vira ca hat. Chang doan duoc hau qua ctia modtbién cd
nhw vay. Tuy khéng chéng nhung tu twdng ty do va
hinh ding, chang ghé tdm nhitng hao déng trong cudc
cach mang: chang da thay mot nguodi pha nguc Bastille
caivao “ve” 4o mot miéng tim cta mot nan nhan tén la
Flesselles. Oc chang hudéng vé cach mang nhung tim
chang, han nang cda chang kéo chang vé phia triéu
dinh. Nhat 12 tir khi thay hai cai dau 1au cim 1én hai
ngon gido, dem héu & khiap dudng, chang phan uat
qud, khong sao nén long duoc: “Tui dd man! Nhw vy
ma goi 1a ty do 4?”. Va chang chi mong duoc ra khoi
nudc Phap.

Nhung roi chang lai do dy mét thoi gian 1au, mot
phan vi tinh tinh me méng, mot phan vi deong ¢é mot
mai linh ndo do.

Thang giéng nim 1791 chang méiquvét dinh qua
“tham hiém” chau My, do 161 khuyén cta 6ng De
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Malesherbes: “T6i sé utue bon “Thanh giao” " (hé ki
XVIII di cu qua Virginie, to1 sé vo riang nhe vay con
hon 1a & Phap.”

May nam trudc nho dau co vo, chang dé danh
duge moét so tién, da 1am 16 phi. Chang vé tham qué
roi xudng chiée thu budm Saint Pierre qua My, trong
tdi co mot hie the cia hau tude De la Roueric gioi
thiéu véi cyu Tong thong My Washington, Nam do
chang hai muoi ha tudi, than hinh manh deé, dau lén,
vai nhd, tran ménh moéng, mit me mong, cdm dai va
co ve cuong quyét. Tinh tinh u sdu ma budng binh, da
cam va bao dan, tu dic vé dong doi, thich cé doc, véu
thién nhién va van chuong.

MOT CACH "THAM HIEM”

Chatcaubriand ril thich cudc vagl hién dau tién
nay. Trong moétcon dong chang mudn batchudc nhan
vat Ulysse cia Homere nho thay thd budc chang vio
cOt budm, rdi & trén do chang gao hét: “Oil dong 18,
nguroi chua dep hang hinh anh ctia nguoi do Illomeére
[al”

Chang gitt hét nhang hinh anh cta bién ci mong

(1) Puritain.
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duge thanh mot Homere thé nhi: “Hang ngan ngdi
sao lap lanh trén vom trdi toi tam, bi€n ménh moéng
khong thdy b, trdi vo bién mi nuwde cang vo hién!
Chua hao gio suvidai clda Thugng Pé lam cho toi xdc
dong bang nhitng dém ma trén ddu Hi 1a coi ménh
mong, dudi chin (6i ciang la ¢oi ménh mong”.

Chang qua 12 mdt Don Quichotte ma ¢o tAm héon
the, ngdm canh khong phai dé hidng thd ma dé lam
vin, van did déo gotva ém dém.

Sau ha thang lénh dénh trén hién, chang t¢i vinh
Chesapeake & My, budi t6i hom dé 1én hor “Mot co
gai da den mudi ba mudi tudi gan nhir1oa 16, vé dep ki
di m& cita rao, nhwnang Dém tré. Chiing t6i mua banh
ngd, gamai, trimg, stta... Toi ting ¢6 bé Phichau chiéc
mi soa clia toi: mot nang no 1& da tiép don toi trén cai
xtt cia ly do”. Chiang da vo tinh ma thot ra cu cé v
nghia biéu trung do.

Nhung roi chau My lam cho chang thit vong ngay:
tui Quaker ma chang tudng riang dao dic [Am, cling
con hudn nhu ai: Washington ma chang tudng song
binh di nhu mot ldo ndng, ngay ngay cam ciy kéu “vat
vall” & ngoai ruéng, thi ngdi xe bon nguya, tién ho hau
ing, di dao canh; con tyi moi Iroquois chang twdng
chat phac, dé thuong nhu Rousseau da ta, thi ciang ¢o
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dda nhing tAt xdu nhw ddng bao cia chang & Saint-
Malo, & Paris.

Chi c6 canh thitn nhién & My la tuyét. Ching mua
hai con ngya, muon motngudi dan dudng roi di “tham
hiém”, Hinh nhu chang téi thac Niagara, phdo dai
Pittsburg va lang thang vai tuén trong mién Ohio va
mién Thuong - Mississipi, Mot thi si nhwchang can gi
phai dikhip do day, coi cho thatnhiéu; bict duoc dam
ha canh dic bietla da rdi Da cho chang vietmot doan
ta Mot dém voi ede nguoi moi chdu M3y, mot doan vé
Mat troi lan trén bién... MOi cinh dé gom hing chyc
hang tram chi tiét; roi sau ¢o mudn ta nhing canh
khéc, bia day vai chi tit, kia vai chi tiét, xép dat lai,
sira doi, twdng tuong thém 1A dd thanh mot bai hay.
Chang ghi chépti€ng gio trong 14, anh tring trén dong
¢O, miu sic cla co cly, cha nén (rod, 1l cdnh doi song
ctaa dan moi, vé dep caa hai thiéu nit mién Floride nhat
14 chépvai chuc tén cay ¢d, lodivatla la, réi thoi, chiing
can “tham hiém” thém nca. Khi nguoi ta ¢o thién tai
thi nhan thiy mau méa ctung hiéu mau.

TREN BUONG LUU VONG - BE CAO KITO GIAD

Vi nim thang sau chang vé Phap, co da i lidu
dé viét truyén Afala. Phaivé ngay chi. S6ng & My lam
sao ma ndi danh van si dugc. Véilai chang hay tin vua
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Louis X VI da tron khoi Paris, néng rudt mudn biét tinh
hinh trong nudc ra sao.

Miing hai thang gi¢tng nam 1792, chang datchan
lén dat Phap: Canh moi noi con hdén don hon trieoc; Vé
tham me va cac chi roi, chang muon lam tron phén sy
than dan doivai Louis XV, gia nhap dao quan cia cac
vi ¢cong hau, ma chong lai quan Cach mang. Nhung
triede hét, phaikiém tién da. Cach kiém tién mau nhit
13 cuoive gidu. Chang né 1oi ¢ Lucile, cuoi cd Céleste
Buissou de La Vigne. Cudc hon nhin nay tai hai: tinh
linh hai ngwdi khac nhau xa, ¢6 ril ghél the, khong
hiéu tho, lai hay ghen, hay mia mai, ma xét ra h6i mon
chiang cé duwoc hao nhidu.

Cuoi xong it 1au, chang cung véi anh, gia trang
1am Iai budn ruou, 16n qua Bruxelles (Bi). O day chang
(hay bon qui phai xuil ngogi huénh hoang mi song xa
hoa; chang khong wa ho ma ho ciing khinh chang la
hang “ba conngh¢o”. Chang lai ngay chd déng quan,
budn cho tinh hinh, biét ring dao quan cda cac vi cong
hau d¢é thiéu khi gidi, thiéu ca tinh than, khong sao
(hing ndi quin Cich mang. Qua nhién quin Cach
mang Phap thing quan Dac ¢ Valmy va quan cda cac
cong hau tan ra. Chateaubriand vera dau viea doi khat,
rach rudi, tré vé Bruxelles, doc dromg may 1an té xiu
bén durong.
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(¥ Bruxelles it 1au, chang di cw qua do Jersey,
noi 4o ong cau Bedée da toi trudge. Thang giéng ndm
1793 Chateaubriand hay tin vua Louis XVI da bhi chinh
quyén Cach mang x¢ t¢. Khong mudn dn hbam ong
cau, chang qua Londres.

Tai day ciing c6 miy ngan nguoi Phap di cu qua.
Ho lam moi viéc dé sinh nhai, van vui vé ma ciing van
chia ré vi giau ngheo, vi tu tedng chinh tri (bon bao
hoang tha cuu chéng hon quan chi lap hién); la lung
nhétla ho ratlac quan, tin chiac rang chindi mot thang
14 Cach mang sé bi tidu didt v ho sé duge vé nude,
cho nén thay ai muén nha qua motthang thi ho cho la
ngoéc, 1a phan doéng nira.

Thdi nay Chateaubriand thyc long dong co cyc:
pay, 0m, khac ra mau, thiéu An, cd hoi phai nhin déi
nam ngay, ngam nhing miéng da, vai vao nuéc roi
miit: nhai ¢é, nhai giay. Puing lic do, ong cau Bedée
gdi qua cho bén chue dong 1ién vang, ching ming
qua, tedng ching trong thay “tat ¢ vang cda xi Pérou”.

Mot ngudi ban kiém cho chang cong viée dich
licng La Tinh, viét sit va day hoc. Van ¢ tinh Gy 4,
md&i d4u chang cho caiviéc lam gia su [a nhuc nha (i
tién may doi chi mudn gia su, chit ¢6 hao gio lam gia
sit cho thién ha dau); sau danh phai nhin, nhung tw
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xung la “hiép st Combourg” vi cai tén Chateaubriand
kho doc, ngudi Anh phatam nghe tya nhu shatter brian
(so vo) nghia 13 dién dién khung khang.

Pugc tin 6ng Malesherbes bi xtt tr, me va hai chi
Julie, Lucile bi giam vi “t61” ¢é ngudi than xuit ngoai,
chang dau kho, nhung nhat dinh khong ai thay minh
khéce, khong gino thidp vai ai, sudl ngay viél sach (hd
stt; Ludn vé cdc cude Cdch mang), roi lic nao mét thi
the thin dao nhitng noi vang vé dé goi tim su vao
(hién nhién.

Mot gia dinh muc su dén chang day tiéng Phap
cho ¢6 con gai Charlotte. ITai ngudi mén nhau, va éng
ha muyc su bi¢tchang 1a dong doi qui toc, cé hoc thie,
co e cach, mudn ga co Charlolie cho chiang. Chang
thi thye rang minh d4 ¢é vo roi, va phai tir hiét noi ma
chang da may thang tim dwoc niém an (i dé.

Nim 1794, me v hai chi duge (ha. Nam 1797, cudn
Luén vé cdc cudc Cdch mang in xong, Viét cuén do
Chateaubriand khéng mudn Iam mot viéc nghién ciu
ve st ma chi muén gidi d4p nhang van dé nay: “Te
truege trong lich st nhan loai da ¢é nhitng cudc cach
mang nao? Cé cudc cdch mang nio gidng cudc cach
mang ctia Phap hi¢n nay khong? Nguyén nhan siu xa
cda cude cach mang Phip. Chinh phi hién thoi clda
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Phap ding vieng duge khong? Néu cd thi anh hudng
tdi cac quoc gia khac ra sao? Néu khong thi Anh hudng
ra 8aor’

Toan la nhang van dé Ion lao ca. Nhung y teong
clia tac i3 that ki di. Ong nhan ring chinh thé dan
cha tot dep nhat, nhueng khong thuc hién ndi vi con
ngwdi truy lac qud réi: 6ng ghét ca chinh thé quan chi
chuyén ché lan chinh phd cach mang va khuyén doc
gia nén theo 6ng qua song mot dém trong rieng My
chau dé co moty niém vé sy ty do ty nhién clda giong
Moi. Thé la 6ng ¢é6 ¢é dé xen vo mot doan ta canh
dém tring trong riung My chau; ving tring ling 1o
troi trén canh ring tinh mich, viing ving tiéng thac
Niagara ¢ xa xa dua lai. Ong thich doan d6 qua, trudc
tinh datns vo truyén Natchez, nay riit né ra cho vo tap
Ludn nay, saulairat né ra nta, dua vo motcudn khac.
Qua tinh doan do6 hay that hinh anh dep dé ma 1¢i le
du duong, ai cting khen 1a mot bai tho bang vian xubi.

(4 hai phe Cach mang va Bao tha déu khong 1ea
tap Ludn cla ong; ngay than mau 6ng va ong ciu Bedée
cting cho 14 “bay”. Nhung mot thi sico dién, Fontanes,
vao hang mén dé caa Voltaire, nhan ra dugc tai clia
Chateaubriand va hai ngu¢i két than véi nhau &
Londres.

Nam 1798, than mau 6ng mat trong canh ngheo

169



NGUYEN HIEN LE

khd, 6ng raf xat xa, lai cim ¢ viét tip Naichez trong
do ¢6 hai b6 phan, sau nay ritra thanh truyvén Azala
va truy¢n Kené.

Nam sau, nhian mot tap tho Chién tranh gia cdc
vi than, co tinh cach phi bang, dam dang cfia Parny,
Chateaubriand nay ra y bénh vuc Ki-toé giao. Khong
phai i mot 14p li ludn, va khi ndo ong 1iludn thi dng 1
ra ratngay tho, ching han bao ring nhatdinh c6 Chia,
néu khong thi sao nhieng t6 chim lai dep nhuvay, con
cd siu lai dé triang nhu (réng ga...; con linh hon bt
diét vi ]am ngudi ai cdng trong mo ma, vi cha me ai
ciing cam dong khi nghe em bé bap be... Ong ran
chitng td riing Kito gido nén thonhat, nhan dao nhit,
dé lam nay nd sty do, vin chueng, ngh@ thudl nhal.
Téc pham khi hoan thanh, mang nhan dé 1a Génie du
Christianisme (Ddc tinh thdn ki cia Ki+6 gido) va gdm
hén phin: Gido li, Thi vi, My thuat va Vin chuong,
Tho phuyng.

Phan ta tinh, tA canh hay nhat: canh thién nhién,
cdnh bi¢én ca (cang lai cé ca cdnh ritng & chiu My),
canh cac giao duong, tinh cda Atala, René, hoi ki tudi
tho ctia tac gid... Nhiéu doan rat hay, dung 12 ctia mot
ngheé si dai tai.

Sau muwoi ndm xao tron vidai, gy ra hiétbao cude
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d6 mau va tin pha, dan chang Phap ngan cach mang
r0i, mudn cé mot chinh quyén 1ap néi duoc trat tu,
trao quyén cho Bonaparte. Fontanes thanh mét ngwdi
than tin cda Bonaparte va Chateaubriand nh¢ 6ng ta
kiém cho mo6t nha xudt ban, van dong véi Bonaparte
x0a 1én minh (rén s den cac nhid qui 1H¢ xudl ngoai.

Thang ha nam 1800, Chateaubriand xin dugc mot
to thong hanh mang t¢n 14 La Sagne & Neuchétel (Thyy
SD) va trd vé Phép sau bay nam ¢ Anh.

CA CHAU AU ME ATALA

Piatchan lén t6 qubc, ong thiay dan chang thitco
cre, ddu dau cang la canh tan hoang. Fontanes di dén
ong, van dong cho 6ng cu trd trén dat Phap.

Piing vao lic Bonaparte hi¢u riing cdn phai phuc
hung tinh than tén giao cia ngudi Phap. Chinh ong ta
lai nha the lam 1é va néivoi bon bao hoang: “THi se tai
lap ton gido khong phai cho cac 6ng, ma cho tHi”.

Fontanes nim ngay 14y co héi, ca tung tac pham
cia Chatcaubriand, gidi thi¢u Chateaubriand véi
Joubert, voi ba De Beaumont. Ai ndy déu khen vin
Chateaubriand lam cho long minh rung dong nhu mot
ban nhac.

Chateaubriand muon cho xuat ban ngay, ban hé
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khuyén hay rdt ra phan vé Afala d4é do xét phan Gng
ctiaddéc gia da. KhiAtala in xong, Chateaubriand tim
st voi mot ngedi ban: “VaAn mang cia t6i quydét dinh
ngay mai day. Mot 1a t6i van 1a mot ké ban han, hai la
toi duoc lén may”.

Ong duge 16n miy, tp truyén nhd 4o duge hoan
nghénh ngoai sirc tedmg tuong. Truyen ta moi tinh clia
hai nguoi Moi ¢ Bac My: chang Chactus va nang Atala.
Chactus bi b0 lac thia dich bat, sip giét thi Atala con
gai cfia ti truong o lac nay ciu chang, tron di véi
chang, nhung vi nang theo dao Ki-o, iy cho riing minh
phai hoai hoai 1a mot trinh i, khéng thé [am ve chang
dugc, nén ty ta.

Truyén cam dong ma lai ¢6 mau sic phuong troi
xa la, th nhid¢u canh rdt dep (cdnh ho, cidnh rimmg) &
Bic My, nén khip Paris roi khip nuée Phap, khip
chau Au dua nhau doc. T¢i cac quan tro ciing ve hinh
Chactus, Atala dé quang cao. Nguoi ta thich nhang
cau td “than khong khi ru mé téc xanh duong, thom
phite huwong thong vi 16a cai mui ho phach nhe nhing
clia cac con ca sdu nga dudi goc me trén bo séng”.

Mbt s6 ngudi cho la cau ki, nhung bon ho la bon
cdch mang, ma Chateaubriand d¢au phai viét cho hon
“con chdu ctia Voltaire”. Nhor Atala mi Chateaubriand
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quen dugce ba De Stael va ngudi dan ba dep nhil duong
thoi, ba Récamier. Sau lAn gdp ba nay 6ng ve viét trong
nhatki: “Toi mudn cau Troi lam cho vi nit than d6 gia
di dé bat s cach hiét gita ba va ching t6i... Khi tHi
nghi tdi ba thi t61 mudn quén hétveé duyén dang clia
ha dé cho ba gan (6i hon”.

André Maurois chép tiéu st cta Chateaubriand
to1 hoi nay, tuyét nhién khong nhic gi téi nang Céleste
Bisson de La Vigne ca, khong hi€u tai sao. Tai ong
quén hay tai Chateaubriand ¢6 v quén vo?

NHA THO VA V| TONG TAI

Cong viée do du ludn do c6 két qua ro rét: tit ca
gioi qui phai, thi ceu déu hoan nghénh Chateaubriand,
ong tanong long tung tac pham lon cda 6ng ra. Nhung
moét s6 ban than, Fontanes va Joubert khuvén hay
khoan di vi phe mon dé ¢ia Vollaire, va phe cach mang
may nam trudc da 1lap mot ton giao madi the “Diec Chi
Ton”, van con quyén thé&, lén tiéng phdn doi.
Chateaubriand nghe 101 ho, mot mit déo got thém tac
phim dé chd thdi, mdl mil lam thin véi gia dinh
Bonaparte: 6ng biétring ngdisao ciiavi Dé nhit I'éng
tai duong 1én. Ong nhé Bonaparte ma dugc bhoi tén
khoi so den cac ngudi xudt ngoai (1801).
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Nim 1802 bidn ¢f don dap: (hang ba, Phap ki véi
Anh hiép wéc Amiens, cham dét cac chién tranh cich
mang; Thang tu Quoc hoi 1ap phap biéu quyét Diéu
woc [1oa than Y gitra Giao Iloang va Chinh phit. Ttc
thi tAp Génie du Christianisme ra doiva ngay 1é Phyc
Sinh (18 thang u), ¢& nhd thd Notre Dame (ai Paris
chubng d6 dé an ming thai binh va ton gideo da dugc
phuc hoi.

Ctng ngay hém do, trén to bao Moniteur sau 101
tuyén ho cta Bonaparte, ding bai ctia Fontanes gidi
thi¢u cudn Génie du Christianisme mi 6ng coi Ia ¢o
tinh cdch vita ton gido vira chinh thiec.

Thue 1a mat thang loi lon lao cho Chateaubriand:
ong tg cho minh cdi cong phuc hoi ton gido, lam ¢o
vin cho chinh quyén v & trong nuede chi ¢o hai nguoi
dang trong nhat: Nha tho (tic 6ng) va vi Tong tai (tae
Bonaparte). Tit dé tham vong chinh tri ctia 6ng vo hién.

Ong hio Fontanes van ddng cho 6ng lam dai dién
Phép & dicn Vatican. Ong gdi ting Bonaparte mot cudn,
Nga hoang motcudn, dang Pic Gido hoang motcudn.
Nhung la qua, van chua ¢6 tin tic gi vé vy lam s than
& Rome ca.

(1) Concordat.
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Thang ba ndm sau, sach tai ban. Lin nay gii ting
Bonaparte, 1o 1e rat long trong: ©... Cac dan tHc déu
nhin vé ngai: nudc Phép, ditdai mé mang nho nhing
thing tran cha ngai, it tit ca hi vong vao ngai... Xin
ngai tiép tuc dua tay ra nang do ba chuc triéu tin d6
Ki‘T0 gido ngay ngiy ciu nguyén cho ngai & dudi chan
nhitng han thd ma ngai da duyng lai cho ho”.

Khi nha tho ve van chinh quyén thi nhat dinh 14
“tuyet!”. Ngai Pé nhat Tong tai thoa man vo clng bao:;
“Téi chua bao gid duoc ca tung khéo nhu vay”, Mic
du vy ong ta cing chi thudng nha tho mot chiae com:
bi thu st quan Rome. Chateaubriand mung ron; “Toi
da nhocira ton gido ma vo chinh trieomg™. Chihoi bubn
mot ndi 12 qua Rome thi phai xa hai ba “ban” rat dep,
ba De Beaumont, nhat1a ba Custine. Van khong thay
André Maurois nhiic gi 161 b Chateaubriand.

Bl THU SU QUAN ROME

(y Rome, Chateaubriand quén ring minh chila bi
thir, chdng cAn xin phép stk thin, theong cip cda ong,
ty v yét kién Gidao Hoang Pie VII, rat cam dong dugc
Ngai goi 1la “Chateaubriand than mén”. Té hon na,
ong ta ty tién xin yét kién vua Sardaigne, co le vi khong
hiét rang nha vua duong am muu chong lai chinh phi
Phép. Vién sa¢ than byc minh, cdm 6ng khong duoce
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giao thieép vai Toa Thanh va triéu dinh Sardaigne nita,
bat ong ngdi vao modt xo chuyén ki tén 1én cac to gidy
thong hanh. Bonaparte cting thiy ring ong di qu4 16,
noi voi Fontanes: “Bon cam but, ¢cé chat danh vong
trén van dan roi thi tue cho minh 14 trung tim va try”.

Chateaubriand gian déi, cho rdng chitc bi thue
khéng xung voi tai minh, va mudn tro veé doi song thon
da, xin d6i vé Paris. Lic nay ong da odn Bonaparte
roi, nén khi Bonaparte tré moi doc tai, x( tk cong tueoc
Enghien mot cach bateong, thn nhan, Chateaubriand
ndp dom tr chiee d8 16 ¥ phan khang mé dang vao phe
do1 lap. Bonaparte than nhién chip nhan, thang sau
lén ngoi Hoang BE (2.5.1804).

MOT CACH “"HANH HUONG”

Mat chac tuc d mat luong, gia san khong co,
Chateaubriand ting ban: lai thém noi phai sdng véi ha
vo 0ng khong wa, roi dugc tin ngwdi chi 6ng qui nhat,
co Lucile that inh mudn dién, ty t, 6ng rau ri, te cho
minh 14 bi kh6 nhyc vili tudng hay vi thién thi nén ndy
ra viét mot cudn vé doi cap vo chong Tudn gidoe & thé
ky thi III: Cymodocée va Eudore. Tac pham con ¢o
nhan dé [ Sw thang loi cia dae Ki Té, ciing co tinh
cach dé cao Ki T gido nhu cudn trude, cling ¢é nhiéu
doan ta canh rat hay (canh Hi Lap, canh Palerme), ta
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tinh rdt cam dong, nheng viin ciing cau ki qua, mat tu
nhién.

Ong vé Villeneuve d€ sdng tac, da xay dung xong
¢Ot truyén phac hoa tinh tinh nhan vat, viét duegc doan
dau ntwra, roi thay can phai du lich phuong Péng (Hi
[Lap, Jésusalem...) thi tac phdm mdi co mau sic dia
phuong, ¢6 khong khi thoi cd, moi 161 cuén doc gia
duge, cting nhu trude kia d4 du lich qua chau My rbi
mdi viét duoc truyén Les Natchez. Nhung tién dau?
Thoi ndo ciing vay, nha van ma khong phong luu thi
khé mi (o duge nheng cong (rinh 1dm.

Ong ben trd 1én Paris, tim ban be gitip do. Sy tit
chic cta 6ng lam cho cac gidi qui phai cang qui trong.
Lan nay 6ng lai lam quen dugc mot thiéu phy ratdep,
ha tudc phu nhéin Charles de Noailles. Hai ngudi yvéu
nhau. Ba De Noailles cting duomg mudn di du lich Y
Pha Nho. Al Néu duoc di tham phuong Dong roi trén
duong vé, nhu vo tinh gidp nhau ¢ Y Pha Nho, cang
dao cdnh véinhau itlau thi tha qua. Nghe néi nhirng
canh dém & phuong Déng méli c6 phan con hon nhing
dém & Tan Thé gidi nea: (réi ddy sao, khong khi mal
mé ma ti€éng ca hat vang ling trong cac vudn cam viedm
héng ngio ngat hwong thom.

Vita may dau thang 5 ndm 1806, Hoang hau Nga
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doc tac phadm Le Génie du Christianisme clia dng, mén
tai tang 6ng hon chuc ngan quan, dd dé didu lich. Thé
12 Chatecaubriand trude kia dong vai tham hiém, nay
dong vai hanh huong.

Ba vo rat mo dao, mac dau yét ot, cting mudn toi
Thanh Pia. Néu ba di theo thi cudc hen ho & Y Pha
Nho kia ¢on tha noi g1 nia? Chateaubriand voi vang
ngin can, vién le nao & dudng xa, mét nhoc, dn udng
that thuong, nao 1a phueong Péng nhiéu quan cuép
duomg rat doi nguy hiém; 6ng lai mang theo miy ciy
sing sau, stiing treong va mot thang dan cho vo thay
rang Cude hanh hrong nay chang phai la motcudc du
lich dau ma la mdt cudc mao hiém nhu vé rieng hoang
Bic My day. Ba hiéu ¥ 6ng, chit ching phaila so, chi
dua 6ng téi Venise théi roi tro vé, dé ong “mao hiém”
mot minh.

Hai ong ba lén duong. Toi Lyon, hong nhién mot
khau sing nd. Ba té xiu, khi hoi tinh, bit lieng hét
sting dan xudng dong soéng Rhone. Ho khong thich
Venise: “Nha ca 1du dai gi ma nhe nhang chiéc tau
neo quanh niam vay. Khong thay mat dat & dau. Ca
finh chi ¢é mdt cong trudng Saint Marc 12 chd cho
moi ngudi chiéu chiéu lai dé ngdi hong cho khd quan
ao”.

Ba trd vé, ong tiép tuc di. Ta day 6ng mdi thay
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phong canh dep. Ong bao canh rirng thac hiing trang
& chau My chi hop véi tudi tré, khi da ding tudi, ngudi
ta wa nhing noi 6 co tich hon. Khi trong thay b bién
[1i Lap, 6ng nhu mé man ci tim than. Biétbao ¢6 tich,
hiél bao hoai cdm. Téi cac ¢6 chién (redmg, ong hél
vang lén tén nhitng anh hang Hi Lap; dém 6ng tudng
lwrgmg nhimg anh hiing do vé thiim Ong.

Nhirng 6ng khong & dau lau ca, téi Thanh Dia chi
& ¢O ndm sau ngay, chi vira da thi gir 4é ném nudge
song Jourdain nhu hoi tré éng da ném nudc song
Mississipi. Nguwoi ta trach éng coi canh gi ma nhw bi
ma dudi, dng dap rang déng dau c6 muc dich khio cb,
chi tim cam xdc théi ma.

Tt Palestine vé Y ’ha Nho, hanh trinh da dai lai
nguy hiém vi séng gio mat non bay chyc ngiy méi tdi
Gibraltar, Dinhién khi ghé Ai Cap ong cling ném nuéc
song Nil nita. 161 Cadix, noi hen ho, 6ng khéng gip
ha De Noailles. Nhung rdi ho cting gip nhau trén dat
Y Pha Nho v sau nay moi lan nhé tdi cude du lich Y
Pha Nho. “Cai xi ctia mong, cda ca hat” dé, long éng
lai boi hoi tiée mot thoi gian tuy ngan ngti ma dep
nhat trén doi ong.

“NHUNG CON TOI DAY~
Vé nhi, ong khong viéi iép ngay truyén Tudn gido
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(Les Martyrs) ma lo lam chinh tri da.

Napoléon 1én ng6i Hoang dé nam 1804 tuyén ho
ngdi vita s¢ cha truyén con ndi va td ngay mot thai do
chuyén ché: bii bé ché 9 dan cha, lap mt ti cong an
manh me ma Fouché lam tram, thi tiéu nhang ké doi
lap, bt Giao Hoang phai lai Paris dy 1é gia niém va
ong ta ty dit md mién lén dau minh. Nhing hanh dong
d6 lam matlong nhiéu ngudi triede d6 ing ho 6ng.

Ong ta lai nu6i tham vong thén tinh toan thé chau
Au, thanh 1ap méot dé quoc nhu dé qubce La Ma.

Nude Anth ding ra lap lién minh Anh - Ao - Phé dé
chéng lai. Napoléon tan cong Anh, hai quan Phap dai
hai & Trafalgar: 6ng ta quay lai danh Ao - Phé, xua
quin qua Trung Au réi Dong Au. Chinh vio ldc do
Chateaubriand di du lich vé, thay phong trao phan
khiang duong lén, viét bai da kich Napoléon trén to
Mercure. Gigng 6ng vang lén v nhu cac nha hing hién
théi 6 Hi Lap.

“Khi trong sy im lang dé tién, nguoi ta chi nghe
thay vang lén tiéng xiéng xich cida bon no 1¢ va tiéng
mach l2o cia bon matvy; Khiai ndy déu run lén trizde
mat bao chda... thi st gia xuithién, lanh nhiém vy tra
thtt cho cac dan toc. Néron thinh 1én eting ching duwoc
lau, vi Tacite d4 ra doi trong Dé quoc rod...”
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Ong ta so sanh Napoléon v&i Néran, ty vi minh
véi Tacite, nhung cé vé gidng Don Quichotte hon 14
Tacite.

Ban beé Chateaubriand doc nhing baido déu thich
thu nhung ratdoi so sét: so nhatla ba Chateaubriand,
con 6ng thi deong con hiang, vin huénh hoang:
“Napoléon da dep xong cac vua chua, nhung con tHi
day”.

Khi Napoléon ki xong hiép udc Tilsitt véi Nga
Hoang Alexandre, tr& vé Paris, doc nhing 101 mat sat
minh 6, néi tran 16i dinh, quat; “T'a sé& sai chém hin
trén byc thém dién cta ta”. Foutanes voivudtve “Tau
B¢ ha, tén tudi Chatcaubriand 1am v vang cho tricu
dai Bé ha, va sau nay nguoi ta sé nhic tén éng ay &
dudi tén Bé Ha. Vi lai 6ng ta ¢6 am muu gi dau, ¢o
lam dugce gi dau, chi 6 ¢ai thi do théi...”.

Napoléon hiéu dv rang Chateaubriand chi1a moét
ga Don Quichotte, nén ngudi ngudi. Véi lai, bivo ray,
Chateaubriand da khéo léo khen chinh quyén trén to
Mevcure. ROt cudc Napoléon ra lénh khéng cho
Chateaubriand lam cha bat to do nia, diat bonvan nd
ctia minh vao toa soan. Nhung ching ta chang nén
phan nan cho Chatcaubriand: 6ng ta khoa gido 1én vai
dudng ngoan muc nhu vay va “mot ddm mua vang”
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trit 1&n dau 6ng: mai hom trude con lo tién di cho thi
hém sau da tiu duoc motbiét thy ¢ cdng O Paris. Co
thé rit lui trong mot thoi gian dé viét sach.

LUIVE VUON SANG TAC

O Thung ling Ché Soi (Vallée - aux - Loups) ong
viét tiép truyén Les Martyrs, va bat dau viét tap
Mémoires (Hoi ki), truyeén Le dernier des Abencérages
(Ngudi cudi cung cta dong Abencérages), tap du ki
Litinéraire de Paris @ Jérusalesn (Hanh trinh tit Paris
tGi Jérusalem), va bi kich Meise. Chinh trong thoi nay
cau Lamartine sau ndi danh thi hao, ngay ngay cing
v vai ban lai rinh & civa biét the cia 6ng dé mong
thay bong dang ngudi ma cadu nguong md. Di nhién
mot s “ngudi dep” & trong mién ciing lai nguong mo
ong nira va tinh tinh von phong nha, di duong lac hing,
ong cing bd nang tho dé tiép dai ho. Tai tit voi giai
nhan mi! Tai ik voi giai nhan dau co khé gip nhau
nhu cac thi st Trung [loa van thaong than thé, It nhat
14 & Phap, dic biétla thé ki XIX, thé ki lang man, ho
thu hdt nhau: Chateaubriand, Lamartine, Hugo,
Dumas, Balzac... vi nao cung gip may chuc giai nhan
v ciing mot e lui (6 véi vai ba nang 13 it: ngudn hing
ctia ho mal

Co tién ¢6 danh, cé canh thién nhién ¢ chung
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cquanh, ¢cd ny cudi my nhidn & bén canh viy ma
Chateaubriand van than thé; “T6i chi 14 mdt cai may
sdn xudtsach”. Sao ma Han Lam Vién van cit lam thinh:
Ong ma khong dang ding vao hang bat ti, thi ai moi
dang? Chinh nhang lic chan nan, ty lvu ddy minh nhu
vily, Ong sang tac ril manh.

Nam 1809, éng cho xuit ban truyén Martyrs mi
toi da gidi thicu & trén. Thye ra truyén khéng hay hing
Quo Vadis; nha phé binh Sainte Beuve hoi ché mia,
bao 1a mot thit my pham ¢6 khong phai chinh hiéu;
nhung doc cing vui, cam ddng vi anh hudng 1om 161
cac st gia tré nhu Guizot, Augustin Thierry, gav nén
phong trao phuc hoat khong khi thdi c6.

Le dernier des Abencérages ciing viét xong thoi &
Thung ling Ché So6i nhung mai dén 1826 méi xuit
ban. Pé tai i mot mai tinh bi tham. Vi (6n gido khac
nhau: nang theo Ki T6 gijo tén la Blanca; chang theo
Ho6i gido, tén 1a Aben-Hamet, hau du¢ cubi cing clia
dong Abencérage, mot dong qui phai rat co thé luc
clia vuong quoc Grenade, thé ki XV. Khong ngudi ndo
chiu bo 16 gido minh dé sOng chung véi ngudi yéu,
0t cudc nang bao chang: “Anh trd vé sa mac di, vinh
hi¢tanh”. Noixong ning t¢ xiu. Trong truyén cé nhidu
“xen” nghia hiép ma nhan vat lai nhue nhitng hinh mua
ro1, khong tu nhién.
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L’ltinéraire de Paris a Jérusalemm vi6( rong hai ndm
(1809-1811) ¢6 nhiéu doan ta canh va hoai cAm viét
rat nghé thuat, mé dau cho loai van du ki thoi sau.

Kich Moise rat tam thuong, con tap Hoi ki thi ong
moi batdau viét, deo got tieng ch, tinh dung cho minh
mot pho tugng truyen lai hau thé. Tac phdm ndy 6ng
dinh khi nhdm mat r6i moi cho xudt ban.

"BUONAPARTE, M| BUSC XUONG BII*

Napoléon ra 1énh cho B trudng bd Noi vu et mudi
nam mot lan, phat nhang gidi thudng mudi ngan va
nam ngin quan cho cac vian nhin, khoa hoc gia v
nghé si. Lan phatgiai thi nhat dinh vio thang 11 nim
1810.

(iai thudng kha lon, ma Chateaubriand duong can
lién. Khidp chaun Au déu nhan 6ng 1 viin st ¢6 (i nhdl,
ndi danh nhat ciia Phap, nén éng chic mam giai nhat
s¢ vé minh. Chinh Napoléon cting mong ding giai
thuwong d6 deé lay long Chateaubriand va hai ngudi se
hoa gidi voi nhau. Vay ma cac cu trong Han Lam vién
lai “danh hong” Chateaubriand. Napoléon noi quadu,
hoi tai sao, cac cu dap can rdang cudn Le Génie du
Christianisme tHi qua, vién ma thudng thi thién ha sc¢
cuoi ché; Napoléon qual thio, cic cy danh phai nhuong
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10, tuyén ho: tac pham dé khong dang thudng, nheng
cing co dugc it doan hay va tic gid xing dang duoc
vo vien khi nao cd ghé trong.

Chi itlau sau, mia mai thay, Ke th( Chateaubriand
nhat, cu hin Marie-Joseph Chénier thinh linh chét va
vién moi Chateaubriand vo ngdithay ghé cia Chénier.
Chateaubriand hoan hilim. Theo 1¢, éng phai doc dién
vin ca tung nguoi 6Hng thay chan, ma ca tung ké thit
cta minh, mot ké da mang toi thi quan, thi nha bao
hoang Chateaubriand khong sao lam duoc.

"I'Gi ngay ho phiéu, trong so 40 cy Han, chi co mit
23 cu; Chateaubriand dugc 13 phiéu. Ca Napoléon 1an
Chatecaubriand déu ming. Napoléon mia cac 6ng Han:
“Cac dng té nhi that; gat tac pham ma lya ngudi”. Ong
ta biét du rang néu Bo trudng Cong an khong ra lénh
nghiém nhil cho cac cy Hian thi cac cu diu co chin
cho Chateaubriand vé vién.

Ai cing tudng nhu vay thi Hodng D¢ va thi si s¢
hoa gidi nhau, khong deé trong hai dién vin,
Chateaubriand da mat sat Chénier, tén Jacobin W thi
quan, tha nghich tHn gido; lai con dé cao ty do dé ngam
da dao chinh sach doc tai ctia Napoléon nita.

(1) Trong Cdch mang 1759, dang Jacohin 12 ddng Dan cha cap tién,
co tinh thin qua khich.
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Napoléon néi gidn dung dung, doi boi o hél nhimg
doan “xaclao” d6 di, Chateaubriand khéng chiu. Ngudi
ta yéu cau ong viét hai khac, éng cing khong chiu,
Thé rd1 6ng ho vé Thung liing cho séi, séng thiéu thon
vl mot ba vo kho tinh.

Nam 1812, ngdi sao cia Napoléon lu md. Ai ciing
doan rang siap cé mot bién ¢8 lon lao. Chateaubriand
mong dong Bourbon sé tré vé ngoi bau va ong viét
mot cudn nhd: De Buonaparte et des Bourbons, Nii
nhan dé do cting cho ta hiét rang ong da Napoléon,
khong goi la Boraparte ma khinh bi goi theo cédi
giong Corse, giong gué cia Napoléon, la
Buonaparte,

Trudce kia 6ng khen Bonaparte 1a dai tai, nay ong
goi la mot tén bao chia tin nhin nhit, co tol véi nguwdi
Phap, tri nudc mot cach v li, ngay cai vinh quang hach
chién bach thang nay ciing mat not, tém lai 1a moét
hang nguy vi nhan, (i tiéu nhu thing hé, tr cach (Am
thuwong, dong doi tam thudng, roi goi dich danh ong ta
ma ray; “Mi buéc xudng di, budc t cai ngai vang xay
dung trén nhong dé vo cida mi ma xudng di. Chiing ta
fric xudt mi...”.

Nhung truc xuit Napoléon roi thi dua ai lén thay?
Ong dap: dwa dong Bourbon. Phaila mot quéc vuong
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héiu dué caa Saint Louis, Henri IV. Phaila Louis XVIII,
mot vi veong hau sang sudt, bi€t nhiéu, biétrong, 6n
hoa, ¢6 lvong thite, cuong quyét ma lai triét nhan, yéu
ngheé thudl. ..

Trong phan cudi Chateaubriand mic 16i1am hoan
ho Nga, Ao, Ptc, nhiing ké xam chiém dit Phap, goi
ho 14 nhitng 4n nhan giai thodt cho Phap.

Vi Napoléon van con cam quyén, 6ng phai khoa
clra, viét len va ba phai gidu ki ban thao cda 6ng. Vira
viét xong thi quan doi Nga va Pho da vo Paris, mau
xanh va mau do cla co tam sac bi cha dap, nha nao
nha ndy lo kiém vai tring d€ may co 'V, thuva thu vén
tir mi€ng vyn nho, va dau dau cing nghe tiéng:; “Quoc
vieong van tuél”,

Chateaubriand v6i vang cho in gap tap De
Buonaparte et des Bourbons v dén gidy quang caokhip
thanh Paris ring: tAc pham do sé ra mit doc gia ndi
ngay mai hay tré nhat 1A ngay mot”.

Napoléon bi truit ngdi va day ra dao Elbe. Truodce
khi di 6ng ta kip doc tip d6 va da binh tinh phé phan:
“Doan nay dding, doan no sai..."”.

(1) C& cia Vuong thiat mau tring.
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MOTCUON SACHBANG HAO QUAN
TRAM NGAN NGUOI?

Ngai vang vé Louis XVIIIL. Chateaubriand (g cho
minh ¢6 cong dau véiveong that va tap sach mong do
cia ong co lyi cho Touis XVIIT ¢on hon mol dao quin
tram ngan ngudi naa, cing nhu cudén Le Génie du
Christianisme trude kia c61oi cho Napoléon. Ong muén
dugc thanh c6 van toi cao ctia dang bio hoing.
Fontanes trén to Mercure khéo 1éo ca tung ong, goi
ong 14 “Tacite thoi nay”,

Chateaubriand ca tung Nga, Phé da giai phong
cho dan toc Phap, tin chiic theé nao Nga Hoang
Alexandre vo Paris cting voi 6ng lai héiy kién. Nhung
Alexandre lai ching dé ¥ gi toi éng, thu thyc chua doc
tap De Buonaparte et des Bourbons nira. Chateaubriand
nodi quau.

Co nguodi khuyén ong nén stra doi vai chic cho dep
long nwoc Anh, dep long motvi o vin cia Nea Hoang.
Ong bang long.,

Sau cung Louis X VI v6 Paris: nguoi ta 6 x0 nhau
di rueoc, thay bong dng ta, moi ngudi qui ca xudng. Coi
ong (4 (hil tham hai; gia nua, bénh (41 NoOi cdc thanh
1ap, bao nhiéu ghé thuong thu da phan phat hét, sau
cling danh sach cdc qui toc nghivién cing da coHng b6
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mai van khong thiy tén tic gid De Buonaparie et des
Bourbons. Thé nay 12 nghia lam sao? Ba Chateaubriand
vién ham chite tude con hon chong, nodi déa. Nhing
ngudi da dau khé nhatvi dong Bourbon hoi trude, bay
gir bi ngueoi ta doi dai nhie vay dé! Thatla xau xal

Rét cude Chateaubriand cting duge mot dia vi com:
stt than Thuy Dién. Louis XVIII cing nhu Napoléon
tin rdng bon thi s ma cho lam viée tricu dinh, viée
nudc thi hong.

Chateaubriand chua kip di thi Louis XVIII lai ngd
vy mudn dng viét bao, viét sach ca tung veong thitvi
do mdi thuc 1a s truedng caa dng, nha vua nghi vay.
Chatecaubriand viét dwgc vai bai, Louis XVIII thich 1dm.

Roi mot tiéu cong chie viét cudn; Réveries de M. de
Chateaubriand ¢ moc nha tho: nhic thién ha nhé ring
trieére kia Chateaubriand da de ting cudn La Génie du
Christianisme cho Napoléon ra sao. Roi ¢o keé lai moi
cudn Ludn vé cdc cude cdeh mang ma 6ng viét hoi leu
vong qua Anh, Sao ma thién ha nh¢ dai thé! Chan nan,
Chateaubriand vé 4n & Thung liang Ché soéi, khong
con ldy mot dong trong tdi.

~ soan P i e 2 -~ + 1 o £ P
Bong co tin don: “Hin d6 bo rdit” P 161 “Hin da

(1) Napoléon tir dao Elbe vé dat Phdp.
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toyi Lyon” - “Hin gan tdi Paris”. Nguoi ta khuyén Louis
XVIII ctr vitng tAm & lai Dién Tuileries, néu c6 chét thi
chét cho dang hoidng, xting dang véi mot vi qubc
virong”. Louis XVIII khong thich chét dep nhy vay nén
voi vang cudn goi. Cac cu thugong the chia nhau cda
kho va cting {rom theo. Dinhién Chateaubriand khong
thé & lai dugc, tron theo nha vua lai Gand (nuéc Bi),
duoe phong chitc quyén Thuong thue Noi vy, Noi vy
liic d6 chiang co cong viec gi dé lam; mbi tuan chi can
viEt mot to bao cao dang trén tO Journal Universel

Lién quan Nga - Pho - Anh lai gigo chién vai quin
d6i Napoléon ¢ Waterloo. Louis XVIII thic sudt dém
dé nghe ngong tin tite. Sang hom sau triéu dinh Gand
hay tin Napoléon dai bai, ming ron! Thé I sau mot
tram ngay, Napoléon vé réi lai di (1an nay ra dao Sainte
Helene):; Touis XVIIT di roi lai va.

Lai tranh gianh nhau cac ghé. Chateaubriand hi
vong néu khong duoc lam Thuong thue Néi vy thue
thu thi thé ndo ciing duge mot bo khac. Bon Tayllerand,
Fouché, trudc kia rat trung thanh véi Napoléon, bay
giorvin dugc (rong dyung. Con Chaleaubriand ¢ cong
mat sat Napoléon, dé cao dong Bourdon, r61 thng vong
thichi dugc chiie Qude vy khanh, ching ¢6 ho nio ca,
leong hai muoi bon ngan quan moi ndm. Théi cang
duoc, cd con hon khong. Louis XVIII ¢6 le thay minh
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bat cong, sai ghi tén 6ng vo danh sach Qui toc nghi
vién. Ong ming r¢.

Sau 6ng thay nha vua khong mudn giao quyén
hanh cho minh, hatbhinh, ding vao phe doéi lap, 14y 1¢
rang lam Quéc vu khanh éng c¢é bén phan phai can
gian vua, vach nheng 1am 1an cda vua: doc tai, khong
ton trong hién phap, khong cé tg do... Louis XVIII cach
chite 6ng mot cach thn nhan, khong dén bit mot chuit
ciing ching vudl ve mo( loi.

Ngheo tung qua, 6ng phai ban td sach va ngoi
nha & Thung Ling Ché s6i. “Tai t nay tran nhu
nhong”. Ong dem ngéi nha ra X8 s6: hai muoi bén
gidy s0, moi s6 mol ngan quan. May (hang sau chi ¢o
hai ngudi mua, cong tede phu nhan mua ha s6, dng
Lainé mua mot s0... Danh phai tra tién cho ho vay.

BA RECAMIER

Trong thoi gian 46 6ng thwdng lui téi ba Récamier
ma ong da thiay vé dep khuynh quéc may nam trudc.
Ba ta rat c6 thé lgc, tat ca gidi qui phéi quyén uy &
Paris déu deo dudi ba, ba nha nhin tiép ho, trude mit
ai cang tuyén bé rang “t6i rait mang on nha t61” - “nha
t6i” 1a mot 6ng gid, ba chi coi nhu cha - ching dé cho
ai chiém trai tim cta minh ca, ma lai van [Am duyén
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[Am dang nudichiithivong trong long hg, lam cho ho
chét mé chét mét. André Maurois goi 12 1 “tinh nhan
cliamot ngan 16 mHt bubi sang”. Ba muoi bay tudi ma
van tré nhu thiéu nie mudi Am. Duoc ¢ tram ngudi
sdn sang diang trai tim ma Idc ndo ciing than minh ¢6
doc. Khong yéu ai hél thi lam sao ma khong ¢6 doc?
Lic nay ba méi thay rang cai tro lam duyén lam dang
d6 c6 hai cho minh. Ba bao: “Téi cAn ¢ ngudi yéu toi,
hat ki ai”. Nhiéu ngudi ciing mudn Iim nhung lai so
caithéilam duyén lam dang cfia ba: con ngudi dé lam
sa0 ma (he linh cho dwgc, rH6i bo roi minh (hi chi (hém
khé. Co6 tAm guong nha van Benjamin Constant chi
gan ba ta cé mot ngay ma dau khd hai nam chua hét.

Chateaubriand khong ngali, cir lui téi; co thiét gi
dau. Vi dong thoi 6ng con vai ha “nuong” nia ma. Ba
Récamier bil ddu donmg 1ong vi thar linh cia ong tuyél
hayv, kiém nguoi (thi ctng lai 1a mot ong mé sac dep
clia bd) mua ngdi nha cta Chatcaubriand: mot cach
kin ddo dé gidp thi si.

Tt do ngay ngay, ding ba gio chiéu Chateau-
briand lgi thim ba v con budc ba trong khi iép minh
khong duoc tiép ai nia.

Chinh nh¢ ba khéo can va ciing khéo ngoai giao
ma Louis XVIII véi Chateaubriand gidi hoa véi nhau
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v thi s nhin chite sit than & Berlin,

SUTHAN O BERLIN ROILONDRES

Chateaubriand di Berlin mét minh, dé vo & lai Paris
- ho khéng ¢6 con. Ong duge gidi qui toc Berlin qui
trong, nhat la cac b, vi danh tiéng cda dng. Mot tinh
nhin cta 6ng & Paris, ba De Dura, phan nan khong
nhin duvoc the déu déu; con 6ng thi trai lai phan nan
ha Récamier sac ma ludi viét qua.

St than Chateaubriand & Berlin van c6 céai thoi
ctia bi thu Chateaubriand hoi & Rome: khong coi
thuong cdpra caigica, khong mudn chilam cdi nhiém
vu ngoai giao ma con mudn lam the “dai chinh tri”
kia, ralénh cho Thuong thie ctia Ong: “Sao, ngudita co
tinh phai t6i di hdi nghi Troppan d¢ dai di¢n nude Phap
khong?Xin ngai ti tudc cho toi hiét ngay vé diém do”.
-“Téi khong xin x6 gi hét, chang mudn gihét. TS quoc
toi 401 t6i, gia dinh t6i doi toi day, toi phai vé. Chite sit
than nay thiap qua hodc cao qua déi véi to6i. Ma chiee
Qudc vy khanh cang vay.”

Gigng nh thé thi ai ma chiu néi. Roi 6ng tyy bo
Berlin ma vé: “THi xin nghi, t6i seé duoe nghi, téi lam
cha to1”.

Vé Paris thi hay tin han than ctia 6ng, Fontanes,
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ngudi do dau cho 6ng te budi moi, da mat gan nhu
thinh linh. Hai ngudi tuy chinh kién d6i khi khac nhau,
nhung van trung thanh véi nhau.

Triéu dinh chia ré vi tinh than dang phai.
Chateaubriand tin rang se lap noi cac khac gém toan
cac nguoi bao hoang, va gh& Thugng the Ngoai giao
thé nao cling vé minh. Nhung ngudi ta chi phai ong
lam st than & Anh thoi.

Hai muoi ba nam trudc, ong rach rudgi, ngheo kho
lanh nan qua Londres, 1an nay trd lai voi pham phyc
vang son ryc rd cia mot vi dai than. (¥ Douvres, ca
chyc tiéng stng dai hac chao 6ng; ké hau nguoi ha,
cac ba cac c6 sin don 6ng. Budc vo dinh thy cha ong
& Londres, ong nhd lai cin gac xép hdi trude. Dy nhang
bita tiéc ma ndéi mot mon 4n cing ton mot so tien dd
nudi ngedi ngheo ¢d nim, 6ng bid ngui nho lai thoi
phai ngam vai, da vao nudc dé nat cho do doi. Cudc
doi thye thiing trdm nhe trong méng. Cai gi cing 1a
phil van hét: ong viét thuvé cho ba Récamier: “OF day,
ctr ra dudng mot budce 1a i lai giap lai mot cdi gi nhac
(udi tré dau kho cda 16i, nhang ban than caa (61 dd
qua c6, nhitng hi vong cta t6i hoi xua, nhiing céng
vige vidtlach dau tién, nhang momong mot ngay nio
d6 dugce vinh quang... Nay nghi lai, tit ca nhang 4o
mong dé khong dung cho téi hoi dé hoai bao... Téi hoi
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kho & vi mui son, khéi than va suong mu”.

Anh hoang George IV niém ng tiép o6ng, cac st
thin khac coi 6ng nhit hbac dan anh. C6 1¢ vi vay ma
ong chua kip nghi toi nguoi yéu ci, moi tinh dau tién
clia ong, cé Charlotte. Va ¢6 tim lai tham 6ng. Thatla
bat ngd, dng vai Idm, rit nha nhin, lich sy, du vém,
nhung van 13 cai vé cda mot vi S¢ than; “Toi co thé
giip ba dugce vice gi khéng?”. Cau do nhue mot gdo
nudc lanh xoi lén dau Charlotte, ba lang tang, khong
hiét dap ra sao, ratlui va khong tré lai nia.

Vii thang sau ba mién cudng viét mot bic thu
cho 6ng, xin gittm mot 4n hué cho mdt ngudi quen,
trong thue goi 6ng 14 “Pai nhan”, ty xung i “ké t6i o
ratti tien cda Ngai”, Oil Mot méi tinh cyc trong sach,
thanh cao ma két thic nhu vay! Khong bang mot giac
mang niea!

Charlotte tuy van con duyén, nhung chung quanh
vi Stt than, ¢é biét bao nhicu ha va ¢d 1ong 1ay, dd ca
Anh 1an Phap, ba nao ¢b ndo cing lai chuyén tro voi
ong ca hudi toi.

CANTHIEP VAO NOI BO Y-PHA-NHO

Mic dau vay, ong van khidng quén lam “dai chinh
tri”. Lic d¢ Y ’ha Nho ¢ trong cdnh hon loan: dang
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Cach mang mudn 1at d6 vaa Ferdinand VII vi 6ng ta
doc thiva thoi nat Chateaubriand mudn thuyét phuc
Anh can thi¢p vao vy 46, vi vin dong d¢ duge it lam
dai dién cho FPhap ¢ hoi nghi Vérone.

1161 nghi nay hop thang chap nam 1822. Cac nudc
{rong Thén tharth Lién minh: Nga, Pho, Ao, Anh, Phip
déu phai dai dién toi d€ quyét dinh co nén can thiép
vao noi ho Y Pha Nho khong. Co ba dé nghi: Anh ban
khéng nén can thiépvithdmy ciia Anh 1a muéncho Y
Pha Nho ¢6 ndi chién, véu di, ma Anh dé thao ting
cac thude dia Y Pha Nho & Nam My:; Ao mudn can
thicp dé dicthét mam cdch mang tu do dan chi & chau
Au va dé nghi dung lién quan Nga, Ao, Phd, Phap;
Chateaubriand vuét ve Nga va Ao. Xin dé Phép lanh
mot minh nhiém vy d6.

Trén chinh trudomg, ngoi sao cda Chateaubriand
chéi lgi nhat; 6ng dugc b nhiém lam Thuong thu
By Ngoai giao; 6ng lam vi¢ée rathiing: dich than viét
toi khuya cdc birc thir mat thi€t géi cho nha cam
quyén chau Au dé thuyét phuc ho theo 1ap trudng
cla minh: can thiép vao noi bo Y Pha Nho. Ong
thanh céng, va triéu dinh Phap stta soan chién tranh
Y I’ha Nho.

Pang ty do dang dan phan doi: khong mot dan
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toc nao duege quyén can thiép vao ndi bd nede khac.
Ong dap lai;

“T1r hoi ndo tod gidy, qui tic do van c6 bi¢tlé: mot
dan toc ¢o quyén can thiép néu guyén loi ctia minh bi
de doa; vi vay ma thoi Cach mang Phap, Anh tuyén
chién vai Phap”. Va lai theo 6ng, chién tranh nay la
mot dip cho triéu dinh thanh 14p mét dao quan va moi
dang phaigia nhip daoc quin d6é ma dodn kétvaéi nhau,
bt chia ré nhau ma quoc gia sé manh. Ca phe hiu
hoan nghénh éng nhiét liét, Nhung dan ching than
nhién. Khi quin Phap (61 Bidassoa, mot trim ndm chuyc
nhi cach mang Phép va Y 16n tiéng hoi cac binh si:
“Cac anh di lam vi¢e g1 467 Giap mot tén bao chda trd
lai ngai vang u?”

Quan Phap vo Y Pha Nho ma ching phii giao
chién mol {rin nao, vi quan cach mang da bil coc vua
Ferdinand VII ma rat lui réi. Sau cung hao vay phao
dai Trocadéro va gidi thodt dugce Ferdinand VII.
Chateaubriand rat hanh dién: “Néu chdng ta co chut
gia tri ma thanh cong trong van hoc thi cang thanh
cong duoc (rén chinh i’

Danh vong cua 6ng lén (6ng nhan dugc ca chyc
huan chuong ctta chau Au) thi 6 my nhéan ve van éng
lai cang nhiéu; 6ng cé tat yéu ba nao thi gdi tap Hoi ki

197



NGUYEN HIEN LE

clia ong cho ba ay doc; va ba ndo mudn dueoc 6ng qui
thi ctt khen Hoi ki cta dng hay.

Nhung trén chinh tredng, cang thanh cong thi
cang im ké tha, nhat 14 néu minh lai ty cao, tu dai, coi
thién ha 1a tam thuedong. Mot s6 ngudi vach nhang that
bai cta chinh sach Chateaubriand: Ferdinand VII dugc
Phap ctu thodat, datlai lén ngai vang la con ngudi tan
bao, that nhin tam; lai thém théi hoinghia, khéng nhé
on Phap, khong nghe 1¢i khuyén cda Phap. Nhu vay,
chang ¢6 loi gi cho Phap cé; chi riéng Anh 14 ¢6 loi:
khuyéch (rrromg thwong mai & Nam My. Ho 4&m muu
lat Chateaubriand va dau thang sau nam 1824,
Chateaubriand nhin dwoc chiéu cila nha vua d¢ ghd
Ngoai giao lai cho Villele.

Mot lan naa ngudi ta dudi éng mdt cach tin nhan

nhir dudi moL en ddy . T ddy 6ng khong troy lai
chinh trudng nita.

TAISAO CHATEAUBRIAND THAT BA|
TREN CHINH TRUONG

Cac dinh thd cta 6mg, ngay ca cac chia cong cia
ong - Napoléon, Louis XVIII - déu cho rang 6ng 1A mét
thi si, thiéu 6c¢ thuc té, khong thé lam chinh tri duoc.
Trong vu Hoi nghi Vérone va chién (ranh Y Pha Nho,
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ong ran ching to cho ho ring ho lam, mdat thién tai
nhi 6ng, viét van hay thi lam chinh tri cing gidi.

Thige ra siee thong minh va 6c¢ thye t€ cda ong
khong kém ai va néu éng mudn “thanh céng” trén
chinh trudong theo céi nghia cta moi ngudi: git duoc
lAu quyén cao vi chie trong thi 6ng cang thanh cong
dugc nhu ai vay.

Nhung 6ng khong muén thanh céng theo nghia
do; ong co mot cha treong: Bao hoang, trung thanh
voi dong vua chinh thdng nhung khéng 1ra chinh sach
ddc tai, luén ladon chién ddu cho ty do ngdn ludn; 6ng
cho rang chi trieong d6 dding, mudén ngudi khac phai
theo minh, phai trong minh, néu khéng thi 6ng gidn
d6i, khong hop tac nita ma diung vé phe d6i lap, noi
doa lén mat sat ca nhiing nguoi trén vi vay ma khéng
ai ua Ong duoc.

Ong khong nhin nhin, khéng tron trinh, khéo
1¢o, kién nhan, mé tir cao ty dai, tuy mudn duoe han
vinh dy day ma lai khinh nhng nguoi ban vinh dy
cho minh, nén géiy nhiéu sy xich mich, thi nghich.

Nhiéu ngudi dan ba co quyén thé giip do ong,
nhu ba De Beaumont, ba De Custine, ba De Duras, ba
Récamier; nhung khi duge quyén cao chie trong rdi,
ong song mot cudc doi be boi, lui toi voi moi hang phy
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nit, mi cac ba dé dam chan 6ng, coi ong l1a nguoi khang
nghiém trang, xa lanh éng, khéng che chd 6ng niza.

Viy truede sau 6ng van 1a mot nghé si, thich suy tw
va song ¢d doc, khong tip hop dugc mot nhom ddng
chi dé hoat dong chinh tri, biét nhu biét cuong, biét
thuan chiéu gié ma li con thuyén cho tai bén; cho
nén bao ong khéng cé oc thyc € cing phai. Ong khéng
phdila chinh khdch, chi lam chinh tri mot cach tai ti.

RUT LUI VE VIET TRUYEN NATCHEZ

Bi hat cang mot cach nhuc nha, Chateaubriand
rat udt han: “Ngwoi ta dudi tHi ra nhu thé t6ila mottén
ancap”- “Cac ong theong the tha nghich véi toi thi toi
cting thi nghich véiho.”

b6 ntta thing khong thdy triéu dinh vudtve, dén
bt cho mdtchan st than vi thoi d6 ciing nhy thoi nay,
hé mat ghé thuong thu, bo trudng thi theo 18, duge hd
nhiém lam Pai stk - ong lién ding vao phe 4o6i lap, viét
nhitng bai cayv doc trén hao Débats, mat sat Villele,
ngwdi da hat cing dng: “Mudn 1am mdot 6ng 16n thoi
nay, diéu can nhat la dot tiéng Phap” - “hang bat tai
ma lai hoc doi Napoléon” - “6¢ ¢6 hi, khong hiét nhing
v mdéi caa thoi dai” vv...

Nhitng 1oi chi trich nhi vay chi dé cho 6ng ha
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gian cha chang co két qua gi ca.

Ngay 12 thang 9 nam 1824, Louis XVIII bang,
Charles X n6ingéi. Chateaubriand mong ring Charles
X s& voi minh vé triéu. Ong viét tip méng Le roi est
mort, vive le roi (Cyu vueong da bang, van tué tan
vieeng) dé ca tung tridu dai mdi, va lanh diege mot so
tién lon.

Nhung Charles X té ra con doc tai bao thda hon
Louis XVIII, Chateaubriand canh cao: Thai dai nay a
thoi dai cia xe lita, roi day sé dao kinh Panama thong
bai Tay Duong vii Thai Binh Duong, néu chinh thé
quan chd ctt 1am lan tha cyu thi dan chdng moéi ngay
moi hiéu biét thém s¢ nodiloan ma chinh thé cOng hoa
s¢ thing. Lai tién tri cla 6ng dung; chi sdu nam sau,
mot cudce cach mang noa (1830) nodi lén, 1at ngai vang
cia Charles X.

Nam 1825, Chateaubriand ki hop dong vaéi
Ladvocat, nhudng quyén xuit ban toan tip cda ong
lay s6 tién vi dai: 550.000 quan. Sau Ladvocat khoc
16¢, nan ni xin rat xudng, néu khéng thi éng ta pha
san, rdt roi ma sau cing pha san.

Dugc s6 tién 4o, dng ditve qua Lausanne sia lai
va vidtndt cac tac phdm hé dd, cho thanh motho gém
ba muoi hai cuén. Hoi nay ong maéi hoan thanh tap
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Naichez, mot tap tho bing viin xubi bat dau viét tie hoi
ong ngheo khd, kiéu ¢t & Londres: phan dau gom nhiéu
khiic theo kiGu Homére; phan sau 1 mot tiéu thuydt
ma René va Chactas 1a nhin vat chinh. René - tinh tinh
nhu Chateaubriand hoi tré - qua My, tai mién
Louisiane, song vai b lac Nalchez, gip motl 6ng gia
dui, Chactas hoi tré c6 1an qua Phap. René véu nang
Cdéluta, chau ctia Chactas: mot ti trudmg b lac Natchef
tén 14 Onduré ghen vidi René, giét chang, ham hiép
Céluta va bi anh Céluta ha sat dé trd thu cho em gai.
Viin du dirong, nhiéu hinh anh, cdm dong nhimg cang
c¢ tat khoa dai, thiéu tir nhién.

(Y Lausanne it 1au, Chateaubriand trévé Paris, lai
viét bai chi trich triéu dinh; nhat 1 khi Villeéle ra lénh
khép mo du luan, kiém duyét gat gao, 6ng chong doi
kich liél, rotcude Villele phai chiu thua, rdf.chi thi va.
D& tong khit Chateaubriand, triéu dinh ting éng chic
sif thin & Rome, 6ng nhan lién.

SUTHAN O ROME

Thé 13 sau hai muoi [Am nam sau, 6ng trdlai Rome
va nhdlai théi han vi cia minh. Trudce kia chi lam mot
tén bi the quen, chuyén gitr viéc ki gidy thong hanh,
thi bay gid 12 mot vi dai than, nguc deo day huan
chuwong hién ngang vo chao Gido Hoang Léon XII va
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[.éon XII vHi vang thay 4o dé tiép dan ngai dng phii
doi lau, lai mién cho éng qui nita, thin mat kéo 6ng
ngdi xudng hén canh.

Ctng van théi ca: ngay nao cing viét nhirng bic
thu tinh rat hong bay, ém dém cho ba Récamier “Dém
nay gio va mua nhu ¢ Phap: t6i tudng tuong mua va
gid d4p vio ctra sO6 nhd cia phu nhin; 161 thiy chiée
thyu cam, chiéc duong cam cda phu nhan ma phu nhan
danh cho t61 nghe khic t6i yéu thich nhat; viy ma toi
& Rome... Bén (rim dim vi cd day mdi Alpes chia cich
ching ta”. Nhung dong thoi thi si cing viét nhang
birc thue nhu vay cho ¢a chuc “phu nhin” khac,

Sau chuc tudi réi mé 6ng van nhi héi con xuan,
khién mo( phu nhan phal nguong va phal s¢. Ong (a
te cho minh I thién tai lai gia ca, ¢6 lic trang trao nhu
thing hé.

Ong lai Tam “dai chinh (ri”, thuyél phue Gido
Hoang Léon XII theo nhing tur tudng ty do cda ong,
va khi Léon XII mat, ong van dong dé Gido 1161 bau vi
(zido hoang moi Pie VIII ¢6 thién cdm véi Phap. Khong
hiétcd phaila cong cda éng khong, ma 6ng khoe ram
lén: “Toi da thanh céng trong moi viéc... toi chu ¥ toi
moi tifu tét... cap mit dai bang ctia toi dd nhan thay
v.v... Sao cace Ong ¢6 bang long khong? Toi 1 mot ngudi
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thao nghé day ch, phai khong?”

Nhitng Thuong thu ho Ngoai giac khong muén
cho 6ng thanh céng, khéng mudén nhin ring 6ng thanh
cong, ché sy lya chon tin Gido Hoang do khong ¢ lgi
cho Phap: 6ng viét thu mang lai: “Toi da sung sudéng
gitp duoe cho nha vua nhiéu nhw vay, khong ngo lai
nhan dugc bic thu nghiém khic d6 ma mot tén thu ki
matday ndo & bd Ngoai giao da thdora...”

Va ong doi hé Rome ma vé Paris.

VAN THC VA NCUQ| BEP

Thang 5 nam 1829, Khong khi Paris s6i déng. Ba
Récamier doan riang dong t6 sdp ndi, ngai rdng 6ng vé
liic nay, néu lanh mot chiec trong triéu thi cting khong
ngdi lau, ma néu khoéng duge giao phé cho mot ghé
nao ca thi sé noi bay noi ba, bat loi che d6ng. Ba tim
cach kéo dng xa cac hoat dong chinh tri ma trd vé
hoat d6ng van churong, moi gidi van nhan va qui phai
& Paris lai nha ha dé nghe doc kich Moise cia ong.

Kich dé ma nguwdi ngam lai cang dd - Chateaubriand
byc minh, giat 13y, ngam thay - nhung thinh gia van
khen 14y khen dé vi trong thi si ma nhat 14 qui ba
Récamier, thanh thir 6ng thay vui vé ma bat nghi toi
chinh tri. Lai thém ci mot dam “ngudi dep” nguong
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md dng; 6ng phai viét the cho ho, tan tinh ho, hen ho
voiho.

Trong s8 d6 cé mdt thicdu nit dé tinh, tip ténh 1am
viin, ¢6 Horlense Allar(. Ong day cho ¢6 nghé thuil
sita van va nghé thuat véu. Khi ¢6 hoi 6ng tai sao lai
hoi bé nhing lién tir nay, lién ti no thi ong dap do
thude vé thuat thdm my, chi cim thay duoc thoi, khong
thé giang duoc. Co tha thyc rang khong ¢ 6ng gido
nao khoan héng hon, nha nhan, binh dang, than mat
ma tan tAm hon.

Mot thiéu nt khac, c6 Léontine de Villeneuve tip
lam tho, cting nho 6ng lam gido s day gieo van. Hinh
nhi ¢d chi coi 6ng nhu cha thoi. Ma éng lai khong
hiéu vy, nén viél moL (Ap ty truyén ngin, nhan dé
Ai finh va tudi gid, gigng rat bi tham: éng 3o sdu muoi
dé quyét liét chong cu véi sy suy nhuoc gia nua cia
minh.

CHIU NGHEOQ HE BAO TOAN DANH DU

Chinh sach cda Charles X cang ngay cang that
nhin tam. Cac ban chién diu cia Chateaubriand viét
thu thic 6ng ti chire va 6ng dwa don tir chite st than.
lhe tu do, nhir Thiers, Mignet, mudn éng lam lanh ty
nhung 6ng tg hiét minh lam cay cd 4¢ tap hop dong
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chithidwgc chuk chi hay thi khong dieoe, nén dng ndm
nha viét mot ho st dé ki€m tién tiéu.

Thang hay niim 1830, éng duwong & Dicppe ngdm
canh bién vai i Récamier thi duoce tin Cach mang no.
Ong voi vang vé Paris. Sinh vién vi the thuyén d4 lap
chuong ngai vat dé chin cac dudmg phé. Co tam sic
phip phdi. Sing lac dac né. Chad truong cda 6ng la
van trung thanh véi nha vua ma van chién dau cho ty
do. Cha truong doé hop voi nguyén vong da 6 nhan
dan. CharlesX tron qua Anh, dang Cong Hoa dua Louis
Philippe 1&n ngai vang vi tin 6ng nay co tue tedng rong
rai.

Chateaubriand chéng lai quyét dinh d6 motcach
khéo 1éo vi ong khinh dong Orléans (lac Louis
Philippe) ma vadn mot da véi dong vua chinh thong,
cong tide De Bordeaux. Pai v ong bao: Chinh thé Cong
Hoa dai dién se 14 chinh thé teong lai caa thé gidi,
nhung hién nay thi chua hop cho nuéc Phap. Va chi
co mdt dong vua chinh thong 13 ¢o thé da manh dé
duy triva ton trong nhung tiye do cda dan thoi.

Noi xong, dng b phong hop, téi phong ao, céi bo
40 guom, mi long, tedc pham phuyc cda qui tc nghi
vién, ma ra vé. Ong can dam lya canh ngheo dé biao
toan danh dg. Néu 6ng ngd y ang hé tricu dinh thi
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nhit dinh la dwoc quyén cao chie trong. Cang vé sau
cang thiy Louis Philippe doc doédn co tu tudng bio
thi hep hoi, 0ng cang ghét, nhung gia rdi, 6ng khong
hang hai da kich nira, lo viét sach dé muu sinh.

Ladvocat nha xuathan Toan tap cda 6ng pha san.
Vi hi sinh cho dong Bourbon ma dng mat ca gia san
(hi biy gir ong ¢o thé nhin tro cip cta ho dupe. Nhung
ong khi khai: “Duy tiéc vdi cac vua chaa thi tha chiu doi
nhu hoi tré & Londres con hon”.

Ong phai viét cho mau xong tap Nghién ctbu st
hoc (Btudes historiques) mi ong da bt diau thao hoi o
Thung liing Cho s6i. Trudc 6ng dinh viet mdt bo Phap
sirvidai, muc dich la vach ro rdng Ton gido vaTan bd
khong phai [A mau thuan nhau, ring bay lau nay Ki-To6
giao va ché 346 Quan chi vi ¢6 tinh cach chuyén ché
ma sa doa, thoi nat roi day sé ¢oi md, biét trong ty do
hon. Ong dua ra nhiéu ¥ méi mé, nhung hai dé ngudi
ta han lo vé nhiéu vin d¢ khac nén khong quan tam
161, TLai thém cong viée khao citu khong dugce ki luomg
- dng khong phaild mot st gia - cach bé cuc trinh bay
ludm thudpm, nén tac pham khong duoc hoan nghénh.

Thu dwge it tién ban sach, dng dit b qua Thuy Si
& vi chan khoéng khiParis va ciing vi ¢ Ilortense Allart
bé roi ong. Ong chua chattrach co: “Co bd i dé theo
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mOi ngurdi Anh, mot ké thii ciia nude nhi w? ... ROi qua
Anh thi im sao con luyén tai viét van cda c6 duge
ntta, ma chi co t6i moi hiét cach lam cho nod ndy no
théi”. Ong con bao ¢b ring cé dém dng muon ty ti.
Co ta ctt than nhién ching thuong gi éng lao ca, vi
“mudn huwdng nhing khoai lac cao thuong, theo ban
tinh ctia minh”.

O Thuy Si, canh cap vo chdng gia nay thye tham:
tinh tinh xung khic nhau, khong ¢6 con ma lai ting
hin, cdn nhdn nhau, trach méc nhau hoai. Cing may
con ba Récamier lau lau qua tham éng, cung vai ong
dao canh trong rimg hodc bén ho. Ong doc nhitng doan
van moi viét cho ha nghe; thay ong ¢6 giong budn la
lang, ba dam hoang, ¢d an di 6ng. Nhung nhung budi
vui d6 khong nhiéu, 6ng lai phai d6i dién véi khudn
mit quau quo, nhon hodt cta bha vo, va dé quén moi
sy, cam co viet Hoi ki,

Khi hd Récamier trd vé Paris, ong mudén di theo,
nhung khdng hiét vién I g1 duge. Thi may vira ¢é tin
it cdng tede Du Berry bi bit giam & Nantes. (ng bén
viét bai gb1 dang tat ca cac bao, tuyén bo éng sé vé
Phép dé bénh vie phu nhan. Vi 6ng ve that. Mot ngudi
mia mai: “Ngudi mimng nhitvi tin ba Du Berry bi bt
14 ong Chaleaubriand”.
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MOT CAP BAN GIA

Niam 1835, sau muoi bay tudi, 6ng song trong mot
can nha ¢ dudng Enfer, tai Paris, nhir trong mdt nha
tu. Nha & bén canh mat hénh xa do cac na tu si diéu
khién. Ho thudng qua tham 6ng ba va 6ng ba thudong
gitip do ho trong viéc quyén tién.

Sau 6ng ban can nha dé, mua mot cin khac &
duong Bac dé cho gan nhi ba Récamier.

Mbi ngay 6ng thite day khi nghe tiéng chubéng
nha th¢ 46 lan dau, thay quan 4o - b9 nao cing da son
¢a - roi ngodi vao han giay hoac di di lai lai trong phong,
suy nghi doc cho mot thu ki chép. Budi chiéu, khoang
hai gio rudi, ong di ho lai Abbaye aux Bois tham ha
Récamier, ngdi choi téi bon gidy. Hai ban gia d6 néi gi
voi nhau? Gan nhu ching ¢ chuyén gi ca;

-'T6i pha tra nhé, 6éng De Chateaubriand?

- Vang.

- Moi ong. Ong cin thém chat sita khong?

- Xin ba véi giol thoi.

- Ong xoi thém chén nita nhé?

-Toi khdéng ddm lam nhoc ba qua nhu vay.

Ho hiéu nhau rdi nén chiing can noéi chuyén véi
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nhau mién duwge gan nhau 1a dd vui.

- Khéng cé ba thi t6i khong hiét sé ra sao. Paris
nhi mot sa mac. Ba vé mau mau 1én nhé.

Ba Chateaubriand thay vay nhiéu khi cing byc
minh, nhung da ¢é cong viée phuoc thién dé lam cho
qua ngay. Nhue moi ba gid khong con khong chau, b
chi di tham cac ¢b nhi qua phuy, va hé vé téi nha 1a git
gong chua chatvéi chéng, véi ho hang ban he, tham
chi Victor Hugo phai bao: “Thugng Pé sé phai ditlén
han can xem phuwdc kia co bu dwoc téi nay hay khong”.

Ong chi mudn yén linh ma bi lai hay néi va lim
lac 6ng phailam thinh cho vén ctta yén nha. Qua dang
161, 6ng cting qua quitldm, gan bay muoi tudi ma van
cai mét béng hoa lén ve 40, lén di tham cac nguoi dep
ngrong mo cai danh clia ong, gap ho van ting ho nhung
I3 khen that tinh t¢:; “Gan xadng 16 r6i ma thiy mot
d6a hoa mon mén nhu ¢6, that 12 hudn lam saol” -
“Nhung thia cu, ¢6 nhitng ngudi bat tit ddya...” - “Da
dep lai théng minh lanh lgi nhu ¢6 thi im sao tHi khéng
mém long cho duoce”. Ong van ran quén cai tudi gia
ciia minh ma kéo lai cai thoi xuan.

TAP HOI KY
Nam 1842, bay muoi hai tudi, 6ng van con manh,
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qua Londres tham ba (woc Henri V, ngwoi da ting ong
583 ién an cAp Qui 1o¢ nghi vien. Nam sau lai di Venise
thim Henri V ntta.

M4y nim sau nay, van tai cfia 6ng nhy the nhi do
mai, phatra ruc ro hon trudéc.

Téap Vie de Rancé (bdiRancé) co dong ma cé bit
phap phong ting, manh hao, méi hon ca bit phdpcia
Hugo, Lamartine ma danh lic d6 dweong lén. Nhit la
tap Hoi ki ong o t0 chudt cho thanh mot tac phdm
hoan toan, bat ha vi ong biét rang hai bo Le Génie du
Christianisme va Les Martyrs chi dugc hoan nghénh
mot thoi thoi, con truyén René tuy c6 gia tri 1au hén
nhung lai ngdn qua.

Tap Hoi ki 36 dng bt ddu viét tir ndm 1809 &
Thung ling Ché s6i, tr nam 1817 viét tiép, tGi ndm
1830 da duvoc muoi hai cudn chép xong tudi tho cia
ong. Bay gi¢ ong khai trién thém, muén chép ca thoi
dai 6ng nita. Ong dinh dé vao khoang 1880 sé cho ra
doi nhung 6ng can tién va mot nha xuat ban xin phép
ong in tredc mot phan.

Ba Récamier hdi hop mot s6 nha gquyén thé va
van si, cho ho nghe vai doan trong tac pham do dé ho
quang cao cho éng. Cac nha bao tic thi xin phép 6ng
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ding nhing doan 46 véi nhitng 1oi khen nhiét liét,
Nhitng hai bao do gom lai in thanh mot tip nhd khéng
ban ma tang nhitng ngudi nao dat coc mua truedc toan
tap cta Chateaubriand gém ca tap Hoi ki se in sau khi
lac gid mil. Nhi sach Delloye thanh ipngay mol cong
fi dé mua tap Hei ki: c6 motngan sau trim cd phan,
moi ¢d phan nam tram quan, téng cong la tam tram
ngan quar.

Cong ti ndp ngay cho Chateaubriand mot tram
ndam muoi sdu ngan quan. Va moi nam lanh mudi hai
ngan quan nita cho tGi khi chét.

Ong viét xong, bo vio mot thing bing sit, gin
kin lai, giao cho mét phong chudng khé. Bo do ¢é thé
coi [ tae phiim quan irong nhil cia 6ng: siy phan dodn
¢¢ phan thién léch nhat1a khi éng nhic t6i cac ké thi
clia Ong, van c6 cho thiéu tu nhién, kho khan, nhung
phan dau vé tudixuin cda ong ¢oé nhiéu doan rat dep,
tr(t tinh vA nén tho: phéin sau thinh thodng c6 duoc vai
y mdi mé: ching han ong bao (rede ring ché do xa
hoi se thing, nhung sé thang bing sy doc tai, nhuevay
loi khong bt hai; ki nghé sé phat trién va nhan loai se
phai gidi quyétvin dé thatnghiép va van dé qua nhan
rof; nguodi ta sé 1o guyén e sin, nhung mil quyén do
thi con ngudi sé mat ty do...
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Xong b Hoi ki, ong vidt tap Rance, dich tho Milton
va viét vé van hoc Anh. Ong lam viéc cho toi ngay cudi
cung, tay hi t¢ liét, run run ma con ran coilai tap Hoi
ki, hoi mot chi, thay mot tinh tie, bd mét ché diép toi
trang cudi ong dé: “Coi lai roi”. Va ki tén, lai cho vio
(hting sit, gin lai. Ping la mot nghé si.

MOT PHIEN DA HOA, MOTTHANH GIA
GITA TRC DAT BAO LA

Nam 1846, 6ng bi mot tai nan xe, gay xuong quai
xanh, +61 bi chitng phong thap, motcanh tay bi t¢ lict
Ong chét 1an chét mon mbi negay. Co vieéc can thiét
lam méi lai Vien Han Lam, nhung van ran t¢i tham ba
Récamier. Canh hai ban gia do thye cidm dong: ba thi
10a, 6ng thi té liét ma ngay niao ciung gap nhau dé duoc
gin nhau théi chit ching cé chuyén gi ca.

Nam 1817 vo mat, 6ng mudn tuc huyén voi ha
Récamier. Ba dap:

Cudi Tam gi? Co ich gi dau? (7 (udi ching fa co 18
nghi gi cAm tHi san soc 6ng dau? Néu 6ng thay buén
riu vi canh ¢6 doc thi 161 sin sang lai & chung nhi voi
ong. Toi tin chic rang thién ha thay méi tinh cia chang
minh la trong sach... Mo6i tinh nhue vay hoan toan rdi,
(hay d6i 16 lam chi?...
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Thang hai nam sau cdch mang lai nd. Hay tinvua
Louis Philippe bi 14t, éng bao: “T6t”. It tuin sau éng
dau phoi roi dau bang quang. Nghe tifng 6n o & dudi
duong, ong hoi: “Cai gi d67”. Ngudi ta dap rang hai
phe d4nh nhau & Paris vi né sing. Ong doi di coi. Hai
hém sau 6ng mal.

Khi tay 1& 1am chung xong roi, mat éng bhing sang
l&n, 1o 1Ang nhin theo ba Récamier, nhing khong goi
ba lai gan minh ma ba thi loa, khong thay cip mat that
vong ctia ong. Lat sau 6éng tit nghi (ngay mung 4 thang
bay ndm 1848, tho 80 (udi).

Victor Hugo lai di€u, thdy 6ng nam trén mot
chidc givong sit nhé, vé mit thanh nha, dudi chan
chéng hai cdi thung, thung 16n nhat chia ban thio
tap Héi ki, sinh vién trudng Bach Khoa va trudng
Su pham ditng canh: moLba ldo qui & ban thd Chia:
ha Récamier.

Paris dirong siung suc 1én lam Cach Mang, cho
nén it ngudi du dam tang - Victor Hugo 1ay diéu d6
lam an han: ddng le phai lam quoc tang cho 6ng
mdi phai. Hugo sau nay cd phudce hon 6ng vé diém
d6. Dam tang 16n hay nhd hinh nhu cting do s6
mang.

Thi hai 6ng dua vé Saint Male, chon & mét dao

214



DOTNGHE S

nhd, Grand-Bé, gitta canh bién ménh méng ma ong
yéu tit hoi nhé. Chi ¢ mot phién da hoa, mot thanh
gia, khong ghi tén tudi nhung ai cang bidt ring d6 1a
noi nghi cudi cung cia Chateaubriand.

Nam sau ba Récamier ciing theo 6ng méa qui tién.
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IHHONORE DE BALZAC
(1799 -1850)

- 86ng bdng cdy viét thuc dién khing, ghé gom qud.
Balzac

- Téi khdng duroc rof ban viét sudt moét thdng. Téiliéng
doi cua téilén ban viét nhu mét nha luyén kim thudt
lidng vang vdo 10. {..) Téi séng dudi mot ché do
doc 1di khe khdt nhéi, thif déc idi ma ty minh béi
minh phdi chiv {...). T6i 1 mot tén bj cuc hinh vé

but va muc.
Balzac.

- Nghil Ai ma chéng biét toa thube 06. Nhing Iam sao
ma nghi duoc?
Balzac

ANH HUONG CUA THOI BAI?
Toi cho rang phai bal tay vao viée méi nhin dinh
dugce diung tai hon nia, phai la nguoi co dai tal maoi
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hiéu duge bac thién 14i. Cho nén cac nha phé binh va
liéu thuyél gia (Am thuong ché Balzac 12 thiéu ngho
thudt ma trai lai, cac vin hao tir Lamartine, Hugo, tdi
Marcel Proust... déu phuc Balzac 1a ki tai, vi dai, hao
quang ruc ro, mot con dai bang, mot dang sang tao...
Somerset Maugham hio ti¢u thuyéthay nhit ctia nhan
loai 14 Chién tranh va Hoa bink cia Tolstoi, con tiéu
thuyét gia 1én nhit cia nhan loai 14 Balzac. Nguong
mo Balzac nhat [a Stefan Zweig: Ca mot thoi dai, ca
mot vii try, ca mot thé hé song trong tam chyc cuén
fiéu thuyét ciia ong (tac Balzac) (..). Trong dy dinh
clia 6ng con hén chuc cudn nira vidt dé dang hodc
chua viét; néu 6ng viét hét duge thi sy nghiép ctia 6ng
tai cai mae khong ai quan niém noi, thanh ra ki quai,
lam cho tat ci cac nguoi toi sau phai hodng s¢”.

Hétthay cac nha d6 déu nhan riang Balzac c6 mot
nghi lye phi thudng va mot stee twdng tuong phong
pht la lang.

Stefan Zweig trong cudn Trois maitres (Grasset-
1949) bao nhur vay nho Anh hudng cia thoi dai. Balzac
sanh ding vio thoi Napoléon lén nhir diéu, Moi ngay
nao con la mot ké vo danh, tir mot ddo hoang & Dia
‘I'rung Hai téi Paris, khong quen thudc ai, ma bong
hai han tay tring, Bonaparte chiém dugc Paris, roi nuweoc
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Phép, roi ¢d chau Au. Nhung chién cong gin nhu
hoang dwdng cia “cha cai bé nhd” 46 Napoléon - nhil
dinh {34 ddp manh vao o¢ Balzac hoi tré; roi lon 1én
maét chit, Balzac lai duoc thay tan mat Napoléon, thay
tan mat sy Xdo tron tat cd cac gia tri vat chatva tinh
thin do Napolc¢on gay ra. Va ddi véi mot em nho - 1o
ctia Stelan Zweig - irong (hiy mot nhd chinh phuc,
tic A mudn sau thanh mot nha chinh phuce”. Ma da
khong thé chinh phuyc thé gidi hang khi gioi dugc nita
thi chi con cach la chinh phuc hing nghé thuat, Vi vay
ma “Balzac bit dau viét khong phai nhu cac ngudi
khéc dé kitm ticn, dé lam vui thién ha, dé c6 mbt ti
day tac pham (..) ma dé duwoc d6i cdi md mién trén
van dan” nhu Napoléon d¢i ma mién trén ng6i bau.

Stefan Zweig mudn giai thich “hién tuong Balzac”
bang anh huwdng cla thoi dai. Thoi dai Anh hudng toi
con ngudi, thit Balzac ¢6 thé 4 mong thanh mot
Napoléon trén van dan diy, nhueng Hugo, Alexandre
Dumas - cha ma ching vay u? Con nhu hio Balzac
viét khong phai dé kiém tién thi doc tiéu st cta Balzac,
ta thay 16i d6 sai: Balzac cho thanh c¢ong 1a ¢é danh
vong va ki¢m dugc nhiéu tién.

Viy thuyét cta Stefan Zweig chi dang tin mot phian
nho thoi.
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CHA VA ME

André Allemand trong cudén Honoré de Balzac:
création ef passion (Plon-1965) W dwa mit thuyét khde:
di truvéen ciia cha me. Thuyét nay cé phén diing hon.

Bernard - Francois Balzac, than phu ciia Honoré
[a mot con nguwoi ki cuc. Sanh ndm 1746 trong mot gia
dinh néng ddn nghéo ¢ Tarn, gom muwi mot nguwdi con
ma ong la anh cd; 10 tién mdy doi van mang tén ho la
Balssa, toi doi Bernard thdy tén do <bdch tinh” qud,
mai tu nhdn la hdu dué cua mot dong ho qui phdi: Balzac
A’ Entragues nhng con rut vé, khong ty cho minh la quf
phdi, khong ding chit de; mai toi sau, Honoré noi danh
01, méi manh bao ky 1a Honoré de Balzac, tg phong
cho minh 13 hau tuéc.

Ngay tir h6i nho Bernard da cé chi thodt canh co
cire cud dod song ndong dan. Thong minh, siéng ning,
ong hoc degc may nam, biét doc, biét viét, roi xin lam
thir ki cho mét chudéng khé.

Réi ndm hai muoi tudi ong hong hé qué hwong, di
khiip nwde d8 im co hoilap than. Nam 1776, ong (6i
Paris, khéng hiéu sao ma dugce lam the ki trong noi

(1) Dichra la «Honoré Balzac: sdng tao va dammé’.
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cac vua Louis X VI; Sau dugc bau vao Hoi dang Do thi
Paris; Roi lam tong thu ki cho ngan hang Doumerc &
Paris; Nam 1795 dugc lam gidm déc quan luong &
Tours. Con nguodi ¢é chi that: Nam 1797 dia vi da cao,
mdi kiém v Nam muoi mét (udi, vin con khde manh,
cudl mot thiéu n mudi chin tuéi, ¢o6 Anne - Charlotte
- Laure Sallambier.

Khi Honoré ra doi (1799), 6ng lam Pho thi trudng
Tours, gia dinh phong tuc.Sau Honoré, téi hal ngwdi
con gai Laure roi Laurence va mot nguedi con trai nia,
Henri, mét dita con ngoai tinh ma ba Bernard rat cung,
lam cho Ilonoré phai ghen ti.

Ong c6 nghi lire, ¢6é cao vong, ham vui, giao thigp
rong, co tai ké chuyén, co giong hdm hinh, mia mai,
doi khi tuc tiu lai ham doc sach lung tung chang lia
chon gi ¢a, viét dugc dam cudn sach vé nhang van dé
ki cuc nhu: Lam sao dé phong trom cudd vd dm sdt
Con gdi ma bi tinh nhdn hia gat véi bo thi gdyloan cho
xd noi ra sao. Lich sw cua bénh cho dai... CoO ¢ mol
cudn d(mg dan ban vé hainhiém vy 1on cla ngudi Phap,
ma mdot nhiém vy 1a dung khai hoan mén cho
Napoléon, roi khi Napoléon bi trudt ngoi, dong Bour-
bon 1én cAm quyén thi 6ng lai ho hio thién ha dung
teong cho vua Henri IV.
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Nhung hinh nhw 6ng ¢6 moL A1 1 né vo qua, moi
viéce trong nha do vo quyét dinh hét. Ba tré, dep, rat
lanh lgi, duvén dang, hay lam dém, sinh trong mét gia
dinh trudng gia & Paris, thong minh, van hoda cao, co
héi mon 1én ma khong hi€u tai sao lai nhan 1di cau
hoén cta mol ngudi tuy thanh cong nhung (ho 16 vi
hon ba toi ba muoi hai tuéi. Thich vin chuong, doc rat
nhiéu sach, ¢é oc lang man, tudng tuong rat doidao,
ha khong thich cong viéc nodi tro, ngay dén con cédiha
ciang khong cham séc téi, sanh dé xong 1a giao ngay
cho m{t ngudiva nudi. Ba khong thye 1a ha tién nhung
qud quan tam vé chuyén tién bac, luén ludn nhic cac
con phai kiém nhiéu ma tiéu it, nha phong luu ma bat
moi ngwdi phai thiéu thén, thanh tha doi séng cla
Honoré va cac em ral budn tham. Cac con xa lanh b,
s¢ ba thiba lai trach 1a quan vong an, khéng hiéu sy
hy sinh v6 cung cta ba.

Vi vay Honoré chi mong thoat i gia dinh cang
som cang hay, va trong cudn Le Lys dans la vallée sau
nay mot fiéu thuyét ¢é tanh cach ty truvén, 6ng odn
giadinh;

Toi ¢o tat gi vé thé chat hay tinh than khéng ma
me t6i lanh dam véi 16i7... G116 cho vt nudi & nha
qué, gia dinh (61 quén 161 (rong ba ndm vi khi 161 rd
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vé nha thi ching ai coi thira gi ca, dén ndi ngwoi ngoai
thay vay phai thuong hai cho téi...”.

Bl CHA ME BO BE

Téam tuoi Honoré vo ndi trd treong Trung hoc
Venddme, do cac linh muyc phai Oraloire, mot phai Tin
lanh, diéu khién. Ding ndm dé ba sinh ciu Henri ma
ba rat cung. Honoré oan me diéu dé nita, trong tiéu
thuyét thudng ta nhitng ngudi me tHi 16i hanh ha con
chinh thice ma nuoéng chiéu con ngoai tinh.

Honor¢ hoc khong gidi, nhung duoc di truyén ciia
¢a chalin me, ral ham doc sach, gip bl ki cudn nédo
cing doc: triétli, ton gido, st ki, khoa hgc... v doc rat
nhanh, nhin thodng qua dwoc hay tAm hang, moéi cau
chi doc mdtchii cting hiéu dugc nghia. Lai thém ¢o 6¢
teeomg teong doi dao nhume, nén cau hiéu thau, trong
(hdy ra nhung diéu doc trong sach. Cau doc nhiu 14
noi nam hoc dé nhi (téc nhe dé tam cda ta), ¢ lan ciu
chodng vang roi té xiu, mé man. Trudng hoc phai moi
ha toidua cadu vé nha. Trong sau nim & Trung hoc, lan
d6 1a 1an thit nhi ba lai tredng tham con. Va 1a 1an nhit
Honoré duwge vé nha doan tu. Y nhie sdu nim bi nhot
khém, ca trong nhong thang heé, tai sao ma co thé nhu
vay duge nhi?
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‘I'rong truyéen Le Lys dans la vallée dng ciing chép
lai tam trang ctia minh hoi dé nita:

“Bi¢t hao ndi dau khé am thim trong céi canh co
doc ghe gém do, biét hao noi lo sy khi nghi toi cai
noéng ndi bi cha me hé bé nhu vay, Ba thi twdng tuong
lan phat phan thuéng dau tién, tAm long dé cam cda
t0i ra sao (...). Khilén lanh thudng trong tiéng kén va
ficng hoan ho, khong ¢é ba ma t6i d¢ mimg cho t6i,
ma cha me c4c ban tHi thi ng6i day ca rap”.

Vé nha nghi ngoi it thang, Honoré hinh phyc,
nhung lai sdu khé vé ndi lanh nhat cda me; ciu chi
con moi niém an i va tim sg véi em gaila Laure.

Nam 1814, Napoléon dai bai, bi trudt ngéiva day
ra dao Elbe. Honoreé v6 trudng Trung hoc Tours, hoc
lai lop dé tam, mdi diroc ba bon thang thi ca gia dinh
l&én Paris vi ong Bernard ¢é mdat chiac vy madi & Paris.

Nam 1816, dau bang cip Trung hoc vao hang tam
thuong, vo tredmg Luat, tinh hoc ha nam dé 14y td tai
Luat. Via hoc vira lam the ki cho mét vi dai tang roi
mot vi chudng khé. Cau thich cong viee dé vi no gidp
ciu hiéu dugc luat &, nhat 14 cac vy kién cédo, cac bi
kich trong xa hoi, trong gia dinh, rit cé 1oi cho cong
vige viét viin sau nay. Nhung ctung nhu cha, Honoré
vui tinh va co tai ké chuyén, lam cho han be bd ca
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cong viec ma ngoi nghe, va vien chd sg mot hom phai
hao cau; “Ngay mai c6 nhiéu céng viéc 1dm, xin thay
Balzac dung toi”.

HAI NAM TAP NGHE VIET VAN

Nam 1819, than phu ciu, bay muoi ba tudi, phai
vé huu, lrong hury tri khong deoc bao nhiéu, nén gia
dinh mua mo6t ngdi nha & Villeparisis, cach Paris do
vaichuc cay s6, roi vé do & cho de ton.

Honor¢ khéng mudén ma cing khéng thé roi Paris
dugce. Pau nam 1819 chang da dau Ta tai Luat, Song
than phu chang hi vong chang kiém duoc mbt co vy
giau, m¢ duge mot phong chudng khé. Chang cuong
quyét chong lai v d6 va nang nic doi vi€t van. Ba bat
hinh vi chi mong con minh mau lam gidu ma viétvin
thilam giau sao dugc. Nhung 6ng Bernard da viét dugc
may cuon sach dé cau danh nén hiéu con hon, khoang
dat hon, thiy con thong minh, bing long cho Honoré
thit viét trong hai nam, moi nam, sé chu cap cho mot
ngan ruoi quan, hang s6 lewong cda mot the ki, Nhue
vay [a hi sinh nhiéu 13m, gan hét so tién huu tri (1695
quan) cia 6ng rod.

Ba di kiém cho Honoré mét phong ¢ dudng
Lesdiguieres. Phong & ting [Au nam, satmainha, thap,
t61, ban thiu, ngdéi hé, trong thay troi dwege, mia déng
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lanh badt ma mia he rathim. Chang phai nAu nuwdéng
14y va hita véi cha me khong duroc di dao pho, khong
duge giao du (chi tiép xdc vai vai nguoi quen thoi), dé
gia dinh khéi mang tiéng nudi mot dika con bao ¢o
lang thang v6 nghé nghiép.

Vay chang cé di phirong tién dé tip nghé viét vin
trong hai nam, tuy chang phong liru, nhung con sudng
hon Victor Hugo héi tré chi cé hai xu moéi ngay dé an,
suong hon ca Alexandre - Dumas-cha vi Dumas chi
duge me cho ¢6 nam chuc quan dé lén Paris tim viéc
14y mi lam, vira lam vira (Ap viél.

Ngo6i mot minh trong cai phong & thugng luong
duomg Lesdiguicres do, Honoré thiy sung suéng da
dugc tu do, thoat li gia dinh, vira cham miéng banh mi
vao stta vira ngo nhitng mai nha trai ra nhu bat ap &
{rirde méil, mai biing ngoi 46, mai bang da den (ardoise:
thit da lop nha va dé 1Am bang den cho tré em viét),
mai phi réu vang hodc xanh. T6i dén, nhtng tia anh
den lot qua nhitng khe cia khép khéng kin, va anh
mo mo & dudi dudng tdéa lén, goi nén mot khéng khi
huyén 4o trong swong mu. Ban sing, anh méi iréi 1dp
lanh trén mot bién mai nha, khap bon phia, khoi téa tit
cdc 6ng khoi lén, tan vao trong lan swong mdi luc mot
nhat. Chang thay canh nén tho: “T6i yéu phong giam
cla to1”.
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Chang bt dau [am viéc lién. Nhung viét gi day?
Co bhiét bao dé tai & trong dau, thyc 12 kho lya. Sau
cung chang quyét dinh: viét motkich lich st bing tho,
kich Cromwell. Kich & nuéc ta rat khé ban, nhat 1a
kich bang tho: nhung & Phap ttr thé ky XVII, né rat
dugce hoan nghénh, cing nhy (udng cai luong ciia la
hién nay vay; viét mot kich dwoc hoan nghénh, dién
d6 mot tram 14n thi néi danh 1ién ma lai phong leu
nira, moi lan dién, soan gia co thé dwoc lanh hai traim
quan, mdi quan thoi do bang 100 bac Viét Nam nam
1969. Vi vay Hugo, Dumas-cha... déu bil ddu sy nghiép
hang motvé kich.

Honor¢ liga thé van 46 12 phai. Chang sudt ngay
sudt dém tim, dau lic ndo cung birng bimg:

“..Chayem oi, chay ¢ trong khu anh ¢, tai dudong
Lesdignieres, cian s6 9, tAng 14u 3 % trong diu mol ga
trai tré. Mot thang rugi nay nhan vién ctru héa ran dap
it ma khong duge. G4 mo mot my nhin mé chinh ga
khong biét mat. Nang co tén 1a ¢d Vinh Quang” (Thu
cho ¢ Laure).

Hai muoi ba tu6i, mudn dn lic ndo thidn, nga ldc
nao thingd, cé motcong viec say mé, hivong tran tré,

(1) Theo André Maurois 1 ting lau 5, theo Allemand 1a tang 14u 3.
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con gi seong hon ntta! Nheng sao ma khé tim van
thé, cau tho thiéu tiét diéu, nhip nhang; sudt ngay
dém cidm ¢d vidt vict, hoi boi, chi khi nao cin thict
lam moi xudéng pho. “Nhat dinh tac pham dau tay
phdi 1a mét danh tic, néu khong thi anh sé tg van
cO anh, ema”. (Thu cho Laure). Ty vidn ¢6 minh thi
lam sao chét dugc.

Sau clng, thing 5 nam 1820, chang viét xong v
Kich: hai ngan cau tho, mudihai cudc, va 6m han thio
vé Villeparisis dé gia dinh phé phan.

Ong ba Balzac moi mét 86 nguoi than lai - ¢6 ca
chang ré Surville, ky su cau cong, chong mai cudi cliia
¢6 Laure. Honoré ngéi & gitta phong doc tic phidm cia
minh cho moi nguoi nghe. Moi lic giong chang cang
hang say.

Nhirng khi doc xong, moi nguoi déu im Eing, that
vong, khong khi thatlanh leo. Mot ngudi cit tiéng khen
14y long réi chi trich nhiéu ché. Honoré tip bao chia
va sau cung, do 1oi dé nghi cla Surville, gia dinh gdi
tac pham cho mét nha phé hinh, Andrieux gido su
trirong rat néi danh College de France (Phap Qudc
hoc vién). Andrieux hao tac gia vé do “nén lam batki
mot nghé gi khac, ding deo dudi van chuong nita”.

Honoré van chua chiu khuat phyc, nhung hai nam
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sau chang thu thye vai Laure riing kich Cromuwel! ching
ra cai quai gi ca.

Van chira hét han hai nam, Honoré can dam trd
lai cin gac xép dudng Lesdiguieres, viét nita. Chang
dugc cha di truyén cho mét nghi liee danh thép va mot
tharm vong ménh moéng. Phai thanh céng, nhit dinh
phai thanh cong, phai giau sang, dugc moi ngudi
ngurong mo. Trude hét phai kiém cho duoc nhicu tién
da, danh vong sé toi sau. Ma muon kiém dugc nhiéu
tién, thi phai chiu thi hiéu cia doc gia.

XUGONG TIEU THUYET CUA HUAN TUGC RHOONE

Thoi dé, dan ching chan ngan nhitng chién tranh
tai hai & cudi doi Napoléon, chi thich doc nhing tiéu
thuyét giat gan, tinh cam, loai “tiéu thuyét den” (ro-
man noir) hodc tiéu thuyétlich sit. Phong trao phat tix
Anh truéc hét. Co6 Ann Radcliffe noi tiéng nh¢ viét
nhitng truyén ring ron; roi t¢i Byron va Walter Scott
cang ¢ mot 8o doc gia vi dai. Truyén nao ké nhing
vl ddm chém, cuop hoc, hiép dam trong cac duong
hém, ham téi [a duge ngudi ta tranh nhau doc; néu
thém mot chit mau me lich stt, bong dang méthiép si
kiéu D’Artagnan thi cang duege hoan nghénh. Nim
1821, & Phap cuén Melmoth, con nguoi lang thang
“thanh cong” vi dai. Thé thi dai gi ma khéng bt chuoc
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thieén ha. Gan hét han hai nam roi, can kiém dweoc tién
da, can duoc doc lap da. Vit mot danh tac luu danh
hau thé thi van la dang khen ddy, nhung déi rét thi
lam sao viét dugce?

Honoré hén kiém mothon viét lach trac tudi minh
vH tai ma vo luwong tAm nhu Auguste Lepoitevin de
I'Egreville, Etienne Arago, cing nhau 1ap mét “xudng
san xuat tiéu thuyét” bay ba, va Stefan Zweig goi xudng
do 1a cong ti Horace de Saint- Aubin, vi Honoré khong
ki tén that ma 1Ay biét hiéu dé, hodc bat hiéu Hudn
tudc R"Hoone. R’Hoone 1a ty mé cta Honoré, ciing nhu
Khai Heng 1a te mé cila Khanh Giu. T'a nhan thay chang
da ham chde tude roi day, va cing biét nhitng ti€u
thuyét bay ba minh deong viét ching 1am vé vang gi
cho tén tudi ca. Sau nay, khi noi danh réi, chang thd
thyc nhng tiéu thuyétdé toan 1 th tiéu thuyét “con
heo” hét (cochonnerie).

Xuwdng Horace de Saint-Aubin san xuat thuc mau:
ter 1820 dén 1825, cho ra 16 it nhatla hai chyc truyén,
co ngudi bao 1a ba chuc, ¢6 ngudi bao trén hon chyc:
L’Héyitieve de Birvagne (1822), Jean Louis (1822),
Clotilde de Lusignan (1822), Le Vicaire des Arvdennes
(1822), Le Centenairve (1822), La derniére fée (1823)
van van...

Va qua nhu chang duy tinh, tién tudn vo day tdi, va
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chang khong do dy mot chat, khoe vidi co Laure ring
danh tiéng chang mobi ngay méi ting, bang co 1a;

Truyén L'Héritiere de Birague ban duoc 800 quan.
- Jean Louis - 1.300 quan.
- Clotilde de Lusignan - 2.000 quan.

Réi chang viét thém: “Chang bao 1au nita, Huan
tudc R’"Hoone se thanh mot nhan vatai ciing nhac téi,
moét tac gid phong phu nhat, dé thwong nhat, cac ha
cac co yéu qui nhat, van van...

Khong nhimng vay, Hudn tudéc RHoone con han
cay bt cho cac chinh khach do day, dé tién nhat nira.
Ho “com-ming” gi Hudn twdce cang viet, hém nay bénh
vige ddng nay vi ngudi ndy, ngdy mai co thé vi ngudi
khéc, cing chii ngay lai dang d6. Réi y nhu éng ha,
viét ca sach chi cach cho cac nguoi luong thién khoi
bi hon bom luong gat (L'art de ne pas étre dupe des
fripons - 1825), cach thit ca vat theo moikicdu... Téi nbdi
ma Stelan Zweig, ngudi nguong md Honoré de Balzac
nhat, cing phai bao rang ong ta (Huan tudc R'Hoone)
lay nhiing manh trong ti€éu thuyét c¢iia minh va viu vao
tiéu thuyét ctia nguoi khace réi di lai, nhudm lai, tung
ra thi (reomg moi thit hiang, e triét 1y, chinh (i, (¢ ciu
chuyén phiém, mién 12 ban dugc nhiéu tién, tdm laila
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khéng cd mat sy do day nao vé vin chieong ma Hudn
tudc ta khong nhing tay vao.

Piing vay, lic dé Honoré chi mudn nhircha, leo
lén that mau trén nac thang xa hoi da, dé ba muoi tudi,
c6 thé day tdi ma hudng thy cho sudng dodi. Loi hita
voicd Laure ndm 1819; “Nhat dinh tac pham dau tay
clia anh phaila métdanh tac néu khong thianh s¢ ty
vin¢o anh”, bay gio chang da quén han roi; va chang
hta mdt 101 khac: “Phai kiém duvge nam trim quan
moi thang. Anh dwong & cai tudi xuan ma chua dwoc
hudng mot bong hoanado cha doicad”.

Nguvén vong cda chang hoi dé con khiém tén;
chi can ndm tram quan méi thang (hiing hai lvong chu
em ré, ky su cau cong). Thoi do s6 doc gia Phap tang
leén dit doi va mot s6 van si kiém dwoc rat nhicu tién:
Tap tho Les Méditations clla Lamartine in sau chuc
ngan bdn. Truyén Les Mysteres de Paris ctia Eugéne
Sue in ha ngan ban, ban hét ndi trong mot ngay, tai
han tiee thi, mot tudn 1é sau han dwge mudi ngan ban,
tinh ra mo6i nam tac gia thu dugc 75.000 quan, trong
khi tién comg nhat cta mot the md 14 hai quan. Thye 1
hoang kim thoi dai cia cac nha xudthan, nha saichva
nha vin.

Nam 1822, Honoré in dugc nam cudn nhu trén
ching ta da thay, kiém c¢6 thé dwoc mudi ngan quan,
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gap radi sO tién wde ao (Sdu ngan quan moi ndam) roi
chit, nhung long tham caa chang khéng day, mudén
lam giau thit mau, mau ndia, mdéi ngay modt mau, va
chang ho cai xudng ché tao tiéu thuyvét ma nhay qua
nganh kinh doanh.

BA LAN KINH DOANH BE ROT CUOC MANG NO

Ca x4 hoi Phap thoi d6 chi ham lam tién vi hang
phd hao gitt trong trach trong cac triéu Charles X, Louis
Philippe, va cdch mang ky nghé d4 tao nén mot sd tAn
phi gia chi biét c6 gia tri cda dong tién. Chinh thd
tuéng Guizot thoi vua Louis Philippe khi nghe dan
chiing phan nan ring vi ngheo, dong thué it, khong
duoc bo phiéu, da trang trao hao ho; “Sao khong lam
giau di?” réi bac ho moi dé nghi cai cach x4 hoi. Vay
thi ta khong 13y lam la ring chang Honoré liéng cay
viet dé lam mot nha kinh doanh.

Con ngudi do oo oc tudng tegng phong phy, nhiéu
sang kién, nay ra y ® xudt ban mot loai sach in tron
tac pham ctia cac vin hao c6 dién: Molitre, La Fontaine,
Corneille, Racine... Sach sé in dep ¢o nhiéu hinh; thé
la chang dem han véi motnha xudthan Urbain Canel,
kiém thém hai ngwroi han von nia, moty si va mot si

(1) Co tac gia bao ¥ nay clia mdt nha xuét ban Urbain Canel.
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quan hdi huu, cho dd tam ngan quan. Cong ti mai
thanh 14p thi da ra vi y ki€n bat dong, ho suyt au da
nhau. ROt cudc ba ngudi kia rit von ra. Honoré cuong
quyét lam mot minh, may duge mot tinh nhan gidp
von,

‘Iinh nhan nay 1a qua phu De Berny, 1én tudi hon
me chang, ban ctia me chang, ¢é hon nam nguwdi con.
Chang quen ba & Villeparisis, may lan dau chang to
tinh, ba chi mim cudi cho 1a con nit (ha hén muoi lam
(udi ma chang mdéi hai muoi hai), nhung khen ching
12 théng minh, ¢é nhiét tinh, ¢6 tiwong lai. Chang tan
sdl, 10i cye thiét tha, than thd ndo nudl, ba mia mai roi
ché giéu. Chang cang bam riét, ngay ngay viét thu
tinh, loi cudng nhiét doi khi dep de. Riét roi ba qui
phai do dinh, dam ra yéu chang nong nan t6i cai mic
chang phai khuyeén lai ba nén than trong mot chat.

Lic nay ba hun von cho chang xuatbdn, sdng 1én
lit vai chang. Cubn dau tién chang xuit ban [A cudn
Todn tap La Fontaine. Gia dé hai muoi quan, cao qua,
lam cho cic nha sach hoang khong dam mua. Mot
nam sau, chi ban duoce ¢é hai chuc cuén. Chang ha gia
xuding mudi ba quan, mudi hal quan, sau cang phai
han 16, thiéu ne mudi lAm ngan quan.

bé go gac, chang xoay qua nghé in, vay tién cia
me, clia em gai, em ré, clia Dilecta - tén chang dat cho
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ba De Berny - cda ba Delannoy, mit ngudi ban cia
me, d€ mua mot nha in vi thang sdu nam 1826, lam
giam doc nha in. Al mudn in gi chang cing nhan hét,
tit quang cao téi sach thudc, tir dién, sach luat, tiéu
(huyét, kich Cing Mars ctia Allred de Vigny... Tty sang
som ¢6 mit & xudng, di di lai lai, coi soc tho thuyén,
liép dai khach khita, kidm soal may in, lo cung ¢ip
gidy, dich than sfta an cao, lam viéc nhu moi, mit may
nhé nhai, quan ao lem lu6c dau va myc. Lic do chang
con nghi dén van chuong, dén vinh quang khéng? Chac
12 khong.

Ba De Berny lo thiec an thic udng cho chang, tin
& kha ning ctia chang [Am. Nhung chang 6 mottatla
khéong biét ké toan, so sach nhu mat khu “rimg hoang™:
lién di dau mal khong hiél, (¢ ndi khong ¢ dé tra
cong the. Lai pha san lan naa.

bé g gac, chang lai xoay qua nghé khac: nghé
dic cha. Lai thatbai. Ba De Berny phai bo tién ra mua
lai xudng ddc chi, giao cho con frai trong nom, chi it
néam la kha. Ma hai co sé trude, xuat ban va in thictng
vay, hé qua tay nguoi khac déu phat dat ca. Ro rang la
Honoré chi biét viét chi khong biét kinh doanh.

Rét cude sau ba bon nam [am dn, nim 1829, chang
mang ng moét tram mudi ba ngan quan, trong sé doé co

235



NGUYEN HIEN LE

nam chyc ngan quan ny me va cac em. Chang danh
trdr lai véi cay viét,

TRO VE NGHE VIET VAN - THANH CONG RUC RO
NHO *MIENG DA LUA”

Truéc hét phai don téi mot khu héo lanh, duong
Cassini, & ranh giéi Paris va ngoai 6 d¢ trén no trong
moOt thai gian da, madi co thé yén 6n ma viét duoc.

Con ngudi do thatla ling, ¢ phaila vo tAim khéng,
ng dia nhur vay ma van xai sang, muon song nhu éng
hoang, phong day nhung tham qui, sach qui, td 4o day
nhtng o d6 120 quan, bing mot thang luong the ki.
Co ho nhu chang nght. “Chd ne réo, mic ho! Me va
em sat nghiép vi minh, mic ho, minh ¢t song cho thoa
thich da”. Ba De Berny thudng lai san soc cho chang,
mot ngwdi ban lo giao thiep véi cac chii no, d¢ chang
finh tim viét.

Khong hiéu sao, lic nay rit can tién ma chang
khong viét loai tiéu thuvét “con heo” nhu trudce, lai
viétnhang truyen ditng ddn, ma viéthay. Hinh nhuw t6i
cai lubi do - ba muoi - (hién (Ai ctda chang mdéi phal
hién,

Tiéu thuyét dau tién clia chang, nghia la tiéu thuyét
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d4u Gén ki én thit Honoeré Balzac, chir khong diang
bat hiéu Horace de Saint - Aubin hodc Huin tudc
R’Hoone niira, 1a truvén Le Dernier Chouan (sau d6ilai
14 Les Chouans) do mot ngudi ban, Latouche, ho tién
ra in. Chouan la tén goi nhing ngudi din qué bao
hoang mién Normandie, Bretagne da cam khi gidi
chong lai B¢ nhit Cong hoa Phap. Truyén ta nhang
cudc chién dau rang ron gita hai phe Trang (Bio
hoang) va Xanh (Cong hoa): “ho bin lan nhau nhu
han tho”. Tinh tinh, ngdn ng cac nhin val chinh déu
ta dung, sic bén. Ban &, sau tAm thang chi duoc 450
cudn, nhung dwgce cdc nha sanh vian khen 14 hay, va
chinh Balzac ciing nhin dinh dugc dung sé truong:
tai sang tao, sic tudng tugng manh meé: cung sé doan
ctia minh: hoi tho, thidu (Enhi. Chang (y {in, quyél chi
viét nhitng tac pham Ién, lam cho dan Paris phai phuc
minh. Tinh nhan ci - Dilecta - va mét tinh nhan méi
cing qui phéi, cong tudc phu nhian D’Abrantés cing
tap ténh viét vin, khuyén khich chang, lam cho Dilecta
ndi ghen.

Nam do than phu chang qua doi, cdnh nha ting
han, ma mon ny cia me, ching van chua tra duoc.

Sau Le Dernier Chouan chang cho ra lién tiép La
Paix du menage, La Maison du Chat qui pelote, El
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Verdugo, Physiologie du Mariage. Cutn sau ban vé sinh
1y trong van dé hén nhan té rang chang rathiéu tam li
phy ntt, ¥ kién tdo bao. Sach bdn rit chay, danh cda
chang va duege cac phong khach cda gidi qui phai. Dong
thoi chang gom gép tai lieu dé€ viét mot b vé cac bi
hai kich trong ddi La: Scenes de la vie privee.

Co gia tri nhattrong hoinay 1a Truyén La peau de
chagrin (Miéng da lira) ¥ mottruyen 6 tinh cach quai
dan cda phuong Pong. Bé tai la mot miéng da lira ¢o
phép nhu moétla bua, ngudilam chid ndé mudn cau cai
gi sé duge cdi ndy. Trén miéng da 6 in miy hiing chit
phan sip theo hinh tam giac dudi day;

NEU ANH LAM CHU TOI THI ANH SE LAM
CHU DUQCTAT CA.NHUNGPOIANHSETHUOC
VI: TOL TIIUONG DIt MUON VAY. CAU XIN DI,
ANH SE PUCOC THOA MAN. NHUNG PHAI TIET
CHE SONGUYEN THEO BO1SONG CUAANH. BOI
CUA ANH PO. MOI LAN ANH CAU XIN DIEU Gi
TOISE THUN LAI GIAM PI NHU BOISONG CCA
ANIL ANIIMUON TOI U? CULAY DL TIICONGDL
SETAM THOA UDOC NGUYEN CUA ANH.

dugc!

(1) Miéng da lita hodc ngya, dé dé hao cdc hip, sach... sdn xuat
nhiéu nhat & Trung Dong.
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Vay cit mdi 10i cdu nguyen duoc thye hien (hi hé
mat miéng da thu lai. Khi miéng da khong con gi nita
thi ngudi lam chit miéng da se chét, Ong lao ban db
¢6 ¢6 miéng da d6 ma khong cdu xin moét diéu gi ca
nén song duoc tram tudi. Khong diing t6i né, 6ng han
cho mot thanh nién, ching Raphael. Gd sudng qua,
cau nguyén da thiv: vo dep, con khon, quyén cao chitc
trong, cua cai, danh vong... miéng da ¢t 1an 1an thun
lai, t6i khi chi con mdt miéng nho xiu. Gid ngung lai,
dtmg uéc mudn gi neea thi con séng thém duge, nhumg
pd trong thay tinh nhan cia g4 gan nhir khoa than, ga
mudn ai an voi nang. Va ga tat tho.

Pau dé thuc hap dan. Cé tai tuéng tuong nhu
Balzac thi ¢é thé ta duoc bao nhiéu canh li ki trong xa
hoi; ma lai chika mol phan (riél 1i tra nhe (riél i dao
Phat, dao Lao, mat sat doi song xa hoa, truy lac, mat
sat sy phu qui, danh vong, ¢a sg hoat dong nita.

Nghé thuét thye mdéi mé: xen lan sy quai dan vao
s thire, nén cdc nha phé binh déu nhi¢tlictkhen. Sach
ban rat chay, Balzac lanh duege 3.750 quan tac quyén
va 6ng dugc dat ngang hang voi nhitng danh si bac
nhat duong thoi. Chi hai nam sau tac pham cia ong
duoc truyén ba khip chau Au: Nea, Y, DPite, Anh, Na
Uy, Thuy Dién. O trong nude, con ¢6 mél so phé binh
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gia ché nhiu 4l trong vin cta 6ng, chua chiu nhin
ong la thién tai, nhung & ngoai quéc danh 6ng moi
ngay mot ting, tiéu thuyvét caa ong dugc hoan nghénh
vao bic nhat.

TOILA MOT TEN Bl TOI CUC HINH VE BUT MUC

Sau khi hé nganh kinh doanh méa cam buat tré lai,
ong ¢6 v sang tac dé luu danh khéng? Chic 1a khéng.
Theo André Wurmser trong cudn La Comédie
inhumaine - Gallimard 1964, thi 6ng viét chi co v dé
kiém tién, dé song. Wurmser dan mot bac thu Balzac
gdi cho tuéng De Pommercul thang chin ndm 1828
trong d¢ ¢6 cau; “Toi sap cam bat lai, ngon but long
qua hay 16ng ngéng Y phai giap cho i dil s6ng va tra
duwge ng cho mé t61”. Lod tha d6 rat chan thanh, ta co
thé tin dugc.

Nhurng tai sao 6ng khong trd lai loai ti¢u thuydt
“con heo” ma éng da thanh céngvé phuong dién kiém
fién? Diéu nay khong ¢6 tai liéu ndo nhic t6i. Co6 1e tai
ong da gia gidn vé tinh than khong thich cong viéc
thap kém doé nira; ¢é thé la duoc ba De Berny tin & tai
ning minh nén 6ng thdy céng vidée ¢6 khong xing dang
v{10ng nia.

(1) Thoi dé chira cé ngon but sat.
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Vi ng doi, can tién gdp, 6ng phai viét that nhiéu:
nam 1829 va 1830, nam nio cing dugc bon nam
truyén. Co khi viétlicén tiép ca thang:

«T'0i khéng duoc roi ban viét suct mot thang; 15
liéng doi cua t6i lén ban viét nhw mot nha luyén kim
thudt liéng vang vao lo”.

«T6i séng dudi mot ché do déc tai khat khe nhat,
thir doc tai ma te wminh bat minh phdi chiu. Téi lawm
viéc sudt ngay dém... Khong duwoc tiéu khién... T6i la
mot tén bi 161 ciec hinh vé bitt va muc...”,

[I6m nao éng di ngd vao sau gio chiéy thi dan
ngudi nha nita dém d4nh thac, rdi vidt lién tiép mudi
hai, mudi [dm gidr. Vay con thi gidy dau ma tiéu khién?
Budi t6i nao di coi hat hoac phai dg mot bia tiéc thi
may tuan sau khoa cira, tu giam trong phong viét.
Khodc mdt chiée 4o ngi tring - dng khong chiu dung
mau khac - éng viét mot hoi khong nghi hang may
chuyc trang. C6 1an 6ng hiang say viét trong nim dém
roi g&i cho nhd in duge hai trim t& bin thio.

Y cia 6ng déi dao qua, ong khong Kip sip dat cu
cho tudn lén giay. Lan dau chi 1a mét han phac thoi,
hén don. An cong trong thiy xanh mit. Phairan ma
doc, ding hon 1A doan réi xép chi, vo dua 6ng sika.
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Ban stta nay rong mai kinh khang. T moi hang ong
kéo motnét hutra toi lé dé thém motvai chi hay sta
mot cau. Nhing nét vot ra lé ngong ngoéo nhu con
ran hodc trang nhu lwei guom. Hang nao cing day
nhtng chd boi, x6a, moc, viét dé lén, coi roi ca mit,
ong lai viét thém vio nhang mi€ng gidy 16n, nho dan
chi chit chung quanh 4n cdo nhu “tAm b6 cdo hay bic
binh phong” vay.

Stra nhu vay rdi ong liéng cho 4n cong. An cong
lai md mam, doan ting cau ma xép chi lai, dua ong
stta lai nua. Nam sdu lan nhe vay ma 1an nao ctng nhu
14 bua. Co khi tam lan, mudi lan. Trang tiéu thuyét ndo
ong ciing sta ky nhu vay, ma moi nam viét hon nam
truyén, ta thit tedng tirong nghi lgc va sinh lye cla
ong ghé gém ra sao. Phai la hang ho moéng mai kéo
cay nhu viy nim ndy qua nim khac duge, ma hinh
thi 6ng qua thuc nhu hd méng; mit tron, bung by,
chan ngin, lin, dic hi¢tla caicd banh, bao nhi¢u sinh
lyc don vao dé hét, con bao nhiéu tinh anh don ¢ vao
cap miat den, sang ngdi, nhin ai thi nhw soi vao day
long ngudi do.

Vay ong viét vi tién nhung khong viét du. Tam
hon nghé si cia 6ng & do; phaiviét dé kiém an nhung
d4 viét thi say mé, khong vi motlé gi ma cdu tha: nha
in thuc, nha xudtban thac, no réo ciing mic, néu can
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thi tam tron trong it lau, gdp qua thi bat gio ngua, gid
an dé stta chtra cho can than.

LAM NHUTRAU BE TRA NG

Khi danh éng chua noi, 6ng d4 ham sdng xa hoa;
khi daith vang réi, ong cang s6ng xa hoa hon nita d¢
xitng vai danh. Co hd nhe 6ng bi cai mic cam ty ti la
sinh ra trong mot nha tuy phong leu day, nhung goc
gac hinh dan, cho nén rat ham chic tuée, ham duoc
gidi qui phai chiap nhian. Cac tinh nhin chinh ctia dng
déu la cac ba qui phai hét: De Berny, ni cong tede
D’Abrantes, hau tuéc phu nhan De Castries... va khi
duoc ho chdp nhan rdi thi 6ng tu cho minh 14 qui phai,
phai song doi qui phai.

No trén trim ngan quan, chua ira dwoc dong nio
ma cing sim xe doc ma, nubi mottén tong boc bando
dau di hau theo xe; v nhu mdt vi cong tude hay hau
tude vay; réi danh may chiéc nhan kim cuong, sim
mday chifc can ddu nam ngoc; 4o gi-lé hing lya, ndtéo
bang vang; c6 lan duge du dam cudi cong twde
D’Orléans, dong cung thai ti cia vua Louis Philippe,
ong lai mot tiém ao ci, thué mothd 4o hau tudce; thém
chw de trude tén Balzac: Honor¢ de Balzac, tiy nhin 14
hiu dué cia qui (6c Balzac d’Entragues.
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Cac ban vin mia mai 6ng, 6ng bal chap: ¢é thién
tai nhu 6ng thi du mang chie virong ciing la xéng chit.
Chi kho cho ong 12 song cai doi qui phai ton kém qua,
va ong phai vay muon thém nta, no méi dap vao no
¢, sudt doi mang ng va sudt doi kéo cay dé tra no.
Ping la 6ng ty cot than ong vao cai ach 1a cay bat
Nhung da 14 van si, ¢o ai thoatkhéi cai ach dé khong?
(zidtu ¢é nhu Viclor Hugo thé ki trude lae da diing (udi,
hodc gan day nhie André Maurois ma nha xudt ban
nao “com-mang” mot tdc pham thi cung khong bao
gio tir choi. Ho sinh ra dé viét nhu con tdm dé nha to,
hoac con trau dé kéo cay - thi ho phai viét, khi nao
khéong vi¢t duge nika mai thoi, con cdivige vidt vi phai
{r3 ng, vi mudn sim chiéc xe doc ma, nhing a0 lya,
khuy vang, hayvi moétli do gikhac, cai d6 1a phu. Hinh
nhuv chinh ho ciing mong co cai g1 thiuc ddy, dé co viée
ma lam hoai. Nhu André Maurois da noi; “Doi voi mot
ngudi da choi mét canh bac 16n thi sy rit lui vé nghi
ngoila mot diéu gan nhu chiu khong néi. Nguwoi do da
ghién mot tha 1 hoat dong, khong thé ty tiy doc duoce
nita”.

MOT LS TINH NHAN

Vin nhan vén 1a noi tinh. O thoi ndo, Xt nao ho
cting mé thanh sic. Co hé nhe mot s6 hach ndi tict
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cia ho phat trién khac thedng, nhd viy ho sing tac
rit manh ma dam mé cing rit hing. O phuong Déng
chiing ta, Bach Cu Di, B6 Muc, Nguyén Du, Nguyén
Cong Tr... déu luu nhiéu thién tinh s, ham tiéng dan
tiéng phéach, ¢6 vai ba 4 ca nhi tri ki hoéc vai ba nang
hau. O phwong Tay, Dumas-cha, Hugo, Lamartine...
déu mé cac dao hat va luat 1&, ton giao khéng cho
phép ho cudi nang hiu, thi ho ¢6 vo s6 tinh nhan, nha
naoc cing trén so chuc.

Balzac ngoai ha chuc tudivan chua c6 vo, nhung
lic ndo cing ¢o vai ha tinh nhan chinh thite, con s6
khéong chinh thitc, nghia 14 sit khong chép thi ta khong
sao biétduege. Nam 1831 6ng van stng voi ba De Berny
nhung ba da nam muoi bon, ndm muoi lam tudi, nén
tiéng to ti€ng tric cta ho cang thém 16i nhip. Ong lai
lui téi voi nt cong tude D’ Abrantés nhung ba nay ham
¢ai viee lam viin hon [ chuyén tinh 4i, chi muon ong
lam c6 van thoi, lau 1au mai thudng céng dng modtchit,
nén 6ng lam quen thém métnang nira, Zulma Carrand.

Ong 14 hang ngudi tham lam vo do, vé sdng tac
ctia ¢di, danh vong va linh ai, khong biéi thé nao 1a da.
Cho nén 6ng van mong gip duge mot thiéu na nita,
hodc thiéu phy cting dugc, tré, dep, gidu cé, qui phai.
Nhung vé phan 6ng, 6ng c¢é gi? Co6 danh day, ¢o tai
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dav, nhtng cai @6 chi nhu tht huwong thom thoang
thodng chi khéng cd gia tri trong mot phang chueong
khé&; ma hinh dang 6ng lai xau xi, khéng quic thuoc,
hay thanh nha chdt ndo ¢4, ngan nhat i cai s6 ng kinh
khiing clia 6ng: tram ba chuc ngan quan.

Thang muoi nim 1831 6ng nhan duge mot hic
thu ma ngudi goi ty xung 1a mot thiéu phu Anh. Bao
(hr dé: “(oi ong De Balzac & Paris. Vay ma thu {¢i lay
6ng mdaila ché. Thiéu phy Anh 36 vidt tiéng Phap nhu
ngudi Phap qui phai, trach ong trong cudn Physiologie
duw Mariage co giong trang tron qua, phé phan phu ne
mdt cach nghiém khic qua. Ong ngd ring bi ta mao
danth, viél maL e thae ral cdm dong dé cam on. Mol
danh si ban tiu tit, khong ¢é mot phdt nghi ngoi tran
trong viét hon trang lon dé dap minh nhu vay, con gi
han hanh cho bang! Ba ta hén cho biét tén thyc: hiu
tie¢c phu nhan de Castries, that bai vé hén nhan, that
vong cd v tinh (tinh nhan ctia ha, moétvicéng hau tré
tudichétvi ho lao), réi té ngya, mang titd xuong song,
héy gi¢y song voi cha me hodc 6ng chi Ong hic. Bata
moi Balzac téi choi. Duge 1oi nhe mé tAm long, Balzac
tam gac hdtit bira dé bay t¢i bén canh ngudi dep. Vi
ha ta dep that: ba muoi ldm tudi, mic dau thn tit ma
van tuoi tré, duyén dang. Ma cai dang diéu ha nim &
trang ki, vdi cai khong khi trong phong mdi qui phai
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[am sao! Ong duoc tiép dai nhe mot hiu twde hay cong
tuée chinh hiéu. Ong hi hitng, tran tré hi vong. Hang
dan ba qui phai chinh c6ng d¢, trirde kia éng van ao
ude thi bay gio day sip thanh tinh nhan cla 6ng roi.

Ong bd bé cong viee viét lach, tir Paris xudéng Aix,
nghia 14 te mién Bic xudng mien Nam nudc Phap -
thoi do da lam gi cé xe 1ta, xe hoi- d€ duoc gan ba. Ba
td v& qui trong, an can voi ong lim; ong cang tan sat
sat, nhung chi dugc phép cham nhe vao ta 4o hoic
hon tay ba thoi. Ma tdi nao ho ciang ngdi téi khuya dé
lAm s v&i nhau chi. Néu 6ng danh bao, 6m ba hon
dai thi ba néi quau 1én, viénra da Iy 1&; ndo 14 ton gido,
nao la vét thuong trong long, vét thirong trong Xurong
song, da tha, 1am cho ong tiu nghiu nhw ché dn vung
hot.

Ong ¢ bi kim ché lai hoai, mudn ndi dién 1én:
“Minh moi ngay phailam viec muoi tim gidr ¢ thi gid
d4u ma kéo dai cai trd khi tan tinh nay bén canh mot
mu dan ba bénh tat!”. Rot cudc 6ng phai xa 1an, quay
tim phia khac.

“NGUOI LA

Vira may, cudi thang hai nim sau (1832), 6ng nhin

(1) L'Etrangere, cting c6 thé hiéu la ngudi ngoai qudc vi thiéu phu
nay la ngudi Ba Lan.
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duge mat bic the cing bi mét nita ky tén: Nguwoi la L)
Tt tudng chit téi 101 van déu cé vé 1a ciia mot ngudi
dan ba dang hoang, sang trong ntta. Ba ta khen Balzac
¢é thién tai, nhung ché La Peau de Chagrin 13 hoi thiéu
t& nhi, khong biang tip Scénes de la Privée.

Nhin thém duge may bac the mira, bic ndo cing
ky: Nguwoi la. Cé birc con nhian manh: “Déivéi 6ng, toi
child Nguoi lg cho t6i sudt doi t6i”.

Ma con nguwodila do nguong md ong la lung: “Doc
tac pham cua o6ng, long t6i rung déng... Ong la hac
siéu nhan vé phuong dién hiéu long nguoi... Mot linh
tinh lam cho t6i cam thay 6ng. Néu gip ong, téi se
nhan ra lién: Ong 4y ddy... Ong 6 cai lita thitng clia
thién tai...”.

Céach xa nhau ca ngan dam, khong hé biét mat
nhau ma ba ta mudtn lam cai “lvong tAm vin nghé”
clia ong. Balzac khéng biétlam cach nao do lacho ra,
mudn dién 1én, thi mothom nhan duoc may hang nay:

Xin ong viét cho mot vdi chit trén to Quotidienne
dé toi biét chdc rang éng dd nhdn dwec thee cda téi va
161 cé thé thw b voi ong ma khong ngai gi cd. Xin dng

dé: Géi NLY I.p”.

(1) Nghiala Nguoi la. Tiéng Phap la: ATE.
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Man hi mat da vén mot chidt sau chin thang cho
doi; Balzac trd 101 lién trén s6 Quetidienne ngay mang
chin thang chap.

Thu sau, ba ta cho biét tinh danh; hoi tré 1a ba
tude ti€u thu Eveline Rzewuska, g6¢ Ba Lan, sau cuoi
maot nha qui toc Nga, Wenceslas Hanski, [én hon minh
hai muoi hai tuéi. Chong rat giau, lam chid mot dién
trang 21.000 héc-ta, ¢ 3.035 néng nd.

Y nhu trong truyén than tién cda Ba Tu. Nhuevay
thi trd thi duge “mé” De Castries diéu bo, kiéu cach
kia roi. Thit ddang s nguyén ciia nha vin ta: tré, mai
hai mwoi bay tudi ba ta khai vay, chi sy thyc 1a ba
mroi ba tudi) dep (6ng chua thiy mit, nhung tin chic
vay), qui phai, giau 6 ngoai stc tudng tugng cia éng,
ma 6ng chong lai gia. Vi ¢é éng chong nay, nén phai
(han (rong mdt chiil. Nhung ba Hanska W d4 tinh oan
chu d4o cho roi; nit gia su Henriette Borel day ¢c6 Anna
(con duy nhat cda ba) s¢ lam céi thung thu cho hai
hén.

Ong ning nic doi dugce gap ba, ba chiu long. Hai
nguoi hen ha vai nhau & Neuchatel (Thuy Si), noiqué
quan cia Henriette Borel. Vi khong hiéu tai sao ba

(1) Chning téi dodn ring tiéng Nga dan 6ng 14 Hanski, dan ba 1a
[Tanska.
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nhét dinh khong chiu qua Phap. D co phai qua Nga
thi 6ng cing sin long, hudéng ho 1a qua Thyy Si. Ba
dit cd mot d6i gia nhan t¢i Newchatel trude, hao tin
cho Balzac, nhung van to v lo ngai bon van si Phap tdo
hao qua vé chuyén tinh. Balzac phiivo vé: “Ké si tinh
nay chi ki mdl em bé thoi, ¢o le mol em Ixé hoi phong
ting mot chit; nhung trong sach nhu mot em hé va
finh y¢u ngdy tho nhit mdt cm hé... T trude Oi moi
chi 6m nhing o mong théi...”

Ong lai bo hét cong viec viét lach, kiém co qua
Thuy St tim mdi ban sach theo ki€u mua nim - moi
thang ra mot cudn, moi cudn mot quan - tic nhir cac
kitu “club du livre” ngay nay. Non mot thé ky sau ngudi
ta mdi thye hién sang kién tai tinh d6 clia ong.

Téi Newchitel, ong géi thu ngay cho n gia su
Henrielle hen (G gior ndo 46 (hi di choi o ddu do. Dang
gid, Balzac lai noi hen, thay mdt ba duong ngoi doc
sdch & boho. Ba lai ¢6 y danh rét chidée mai soa & duwdi
chan ghé. Balzac lai gan, nhin vio cudn sach thi la
mot tiéu thuyét ctia minh. Ho déng tr¢ nhu vay ma ca
hai déu ril cAm d6ng. Al Cai thé kilang man cia Phap!
Ba khong ngd rang bac thién tai cia minh tron nhi
thiing to-nd, téc bl xa, ring giy mat vai chiée, nén
m¢&i dau hoi kho chiu, nhung nhin vao cip mait cla
Balzac thi cAm tudng dé tidu tan hét, chi thay “chang”
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lanh lgi, thong minh. Con chang mdi diu cing hoi vo
mdng mot chiit; nang tién ctia minh mip qua, ¢o 1én,
tran vd, méi day, nhung khi nang cat tiéng lén, ¢6 ve
nira nghiém trang, niéea loi 1a, thi chang cing mé ngay.

Ong chéng da nghe danh Balzac, vui vé ti€p dai
chang. Coi ho 6ng ta suy nhugc rdi, Balzac rdit mang.
Ho ditnhau di coi phong canh, roilai hen 1& Noel gip
nhau & Genéve ntea.

MAY TAC PHAM BAT HU

V& Paris Balzac cidm c6 viét b, vi ng réo & hén
tai. Trong may nam tir 1832 t¢i 1835 Hng lam viée kinh
khiing: nguon hing rat doi dao phi bao nhiéu thi gio
va stic luc vao nhing chuvén tinh 4i nhu vay ma déu
déu nam ndo cing sdng tac dugc bon ndm cudn; ¢o le
nh¢ s khuyén khich cia ba De Castries, ba Hanska,
ma viét dugc nhing cuén hay nhat cia éng nhur: Le
Meédecin de campagne, Eugénie Grandet, Le Pere Goriot,
Le Lys dans la vallée...

Truytn Le Médecin de campagne (Y silang) - cting
nhe truyén Le Curé de village (Muc su lang) - dién
nhing tue tudng chinh tri cia Balzac. Hoi do phong
trao xa hoi deong phat manh, 6ng cing nhu Goerge
Sand, Victor Hugo hénh vyc dan nghéo. Nhan vat
chinh 12 Bic st Benassis ¢6 con trai voi mot nguodi dan
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ba roi ho ngudi ta, ngudi do chét sau khi tha thi cho
ong, 6ng hoi han, & vay nudi con, dita con cling chét
nita. Ong vé motlang, tan tyy hi sinh cho dan qué ¢
chudc 101 cu. Lod van rat manh meé, nhiéu doan hay
nhu doan mot ngudi linh ké lai doi Napoléon lic dé da
gan thanh mdt nhan vat than thoai.

Thanh cong nhat 1 truvén Eugénie Grandet. Hai
cha con, ma cting la hai nhdn vit chinh, tinh tinh teong
phan nhau. Cha, lao Grandet, treoc lam nghé dong
thing chda ruou, nhd cho vay cat ¢d vavated chay ra
nrdre ma co mol san nghiép ril lom, con gai la Eugénie
Grandet trai lai, rat nhan ti, cao thuong, hy sinh cho
ngudi khac, cho “ddi ctia dan ba la cAm xdc, yéu, dau
khé va tan tuy vai nguoi”. Lio Grandet 12 mot lao ha
tién dién hinh, nhu lao Harpagon trong kich Moliére,
nhung (ruyén khong ¢o tinh cach hai kich, ma bi dal

Lao Goriot trong Le Pere Goriot ciing c6 mot tat
ning, mot dam mae nhe hiu hét cadc nhan vat dién hinh
cia Balzac. Ong gia d6 riat nhu nhuoe, cung con gai
qua mtrc, chi séng cho ching théi, maching huhong,
vong An, khong xing vai (Am 1dng cia cha, Hé cdi gi
ching thich thi 6ng cho 14 t6t, 1a thién. Cé Delphine
(con gdi 6ng) mén ga Rastignac, thé 14 6ng khuyén
khich, khuyén nha g3, lai con lam trung gian cho ga
va con gai minh nia. Ong dau, chding bé mic éng
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nam liét & givdong cho chét, ma giong xe di choi; 6ng
khéng nhang an phan, con bénh vuc chung na: “Toi
hay r6i, cdc chau di ¢6 cong viee Iam an..." hoic: “Bé
cho cac chau né ngd”. Khi 6ng hiap hoi, chang ciing
khong t6i, nhung éng van tudng rang ching ding &
hén, théu thio goi (én ching, roi Gl thd.

Balzac vé nhiéu nét dam qud, va doc xong ta da
khong thuong x6t ma con giin éng gia 16 hich dé nora.

Le lys dans la vallée gan 1a mot ty truyén cida tac
gia. Mot thanh nién Félix de Vandenesse (tic Balzac)
to long yvéu b De Mortsauf & l'ours (tirc ba De Berny)
1én tudi hon minh nhiéu. Mdi dau ba ta bat binh vi la
mot hién phu, rat tin tuy véi chong con. Chang ham
riét roi 1ong ha ta xiéu xiéu, nhung méi tinh cda ho
van trong sach. Sau De Vandenesse, vé Paris, yéu mot
nguoi dan ba khac. Ba De Mortsaul ghen, rdu i roi
chét, khi gan ché&t an han rang da qua tiét hanh, khong
duge hudng thi nhue dyuc véi chang. Truyén ¢ nhiéu
doan qua dai, gigng vian hoi cau ky, nhung cam dong,
rathop thoi lang man do.

Ngoai ra con nhung truyén: Le Colonel Chabert,
Louis Lambert, La fille aux yeux d’or, Contes
drolatiques... ngh¢ thudt khong cao nhung cting duge
hoan nghénh.
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Balzac thu duge kha nhiéu thc quyén nhueng van
khéng dd tiéu - nhitng chuvén di Aix di Thuy S1dé gap
finh nhén rat 6n kém - 6ng phai vict khéng nghi tay
ma van thay thiéu thi gi¢. Phai udng ca pheé that dam,
gan nhu dic quanh lai dé thicc dém ma viét, Tha ca
phé 3o bung tréng mi ubng vao thi bao bot, lam cho
bao tit nong bdng, sung lén; nhing lic do, v x6 day
trong ddu 6ng, 16¢ ra, 6ng lia lia chép lén gidy. Ong
dau bao tt, dau tim, dau gan, mic, ci viét, phai viét
cho xong truvén nay dén truvén khac. “Toi nhu con
dé bi Ol vao coc. Bao gidr s6 phin mdéi ¢di md cho 16
day?”. Ong than thé nhu vay, nhung r6ilai bao: “Ngtmg
lai d6, Than chét! Toi chira xong cong vice ciia t6i”.

BAN NON TAC PHAM VA TRON NO

Biét bao gi¢r m¢i xong. Ong chi ¢6 mot than mot
minh ma sdu bay nam cam c¢6 viét nhu vay, s6 no nan
khong giam. Niam 1829, sau khi thél bai vé kinh doanh,
(md nha xuit ban, nha in, xwdng duc cha), 6ng thiéy
no trén tram ngan quan, thi cudi nim 1835, 6ng van
con thiéu ng 105.000 quan, nghia la tre s6 15.000 quan
thiéu mau than ma 6ng chua tra duye déng nao, con
(thiu ngudi ngoai 60.000 quan nira.

Ong phai ding cach ¢6 dién 13 vay ng méi dé tra
hétno cu, nhung trie mot sé han than lau lau giup 6ng
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mdt s6 nho nhéd dam bay trim quan ma ho coi [a ing
ong vi biét dng khéng sao tra noi, con thi ai ma dai gi
dua tién cho 6ng néu khong c6 gi bao dam. Rudong
dat, nha clta khong co, di nhién 6ng chi cé thé dung
cay viét dé bao dam: ban non cac tac pham chua viét,
nghia la han da con giu nhu trong tho ngu ngdn clia
La Fontaine.

Ong ky nhtng hop d6éng ma tit xua dén nay chira
nha vian nao dam ky, han trude ca mot loat cudn ma
ong hita viét trong bao 1iu, nhu ban bo Etudes
philosophigues cho nha Gosselin; Efiedes de Moeurs cho
nhi Mame, nhang bho d6 tuy mang nhan dé 12 Nghién
citu (Etudes) nhung chinh la tiéu thuvét,

Cac nha d6 gia gidn kinh nghiém rbi, ghi thém
trong hop d6ng 12 hé giao tré tac pham thi moi tuan
ong phai hoi thuong cho ho mot ngan quan. Du lam
viéc dém ngay ctng khong thé kip duwoc. Gan téi han,
ong phai ging stec mot cach kinh khing. Trong thue
cho ban beé hoac tinh nhan, l¢i than thé xuat hién nhu
mot di¢p khic:

«Cong viéc ngdp toi co. Doi toi thay doi han, may
chay khde nhip voi. Sdu bay gicr chidu, toi & ngd nhwga
mai, mot gio khuya toi thiee déy va lam viéce 101 tam gio
sang, tam gio sang 01 ngu mot gio ruedt, an mot mon gi
nhé nhe, uing mot tach ca phé nguyén chdt roi lai keéo
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xe 1oi bon gio chiew; Hép khdch, tdm rika hodc ra pho,
roi an xong bita chiéw la di ngi lien. Phadi séng doi do
trong vai thang méi gitt dwoc loi cam két voi cdec nha
xudt ban”,

Chinh nhtng luc d6 vé quoc quéin conlgi nha bil
ong phai di lam linh gd¢ nhuy mot cong dan khac, néu
khong thi bi nhét kham. Ong phai trén, don lai can
nhi 50 13 dudng Bataille, muon tén mot nhan vat ma,
ha qua phu Durand dé thué nha. Bat ky ai mudn vo
nhi cing phai diung mdl mil khiu (mol de passe);
mat khau dé thuong thay d6i; Mua tdo da tei réi...
hodc... Téi dem hang ren o Bi qua... Tang dudi va tang
lau nhat déu bo trong. Lén ting lau nhi, di téi cudi mot
hanh lang budn tham, méi t6i ctta phong lam viée cda
ong.

KHI NGHE STRA BAO

Thay cong viéc viét tiéu thuvét dé chi lam cho
ong sa ldy thém, khong sao trd hét no dugce, dau ndm
1836 6ng ran viung vay nira: ki€m ban hunvon mua lai
t> Chronique de Paris, vay thém bdn muoi lam ngan
quan d¢ khai thac & hdo. Cing nhu Alexandre Dumas
- cha, dng diroc nhiéu han van hita gidp; Victor Hugo,
Théophile Gautier...: nhung cting nhi Dumas-cha rot
cudc 6ng phai viét gan hét; va cing nhe Dumas - cha
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Balzac - chd nhiém ty trd lvong cho Balzac - cha bt
mét cach rat hau.

Co mot toa soan dé cac van hiru hoi hop, con gi
thid bang. Balzac ny thi ng chi van tiéu xai moét cach
dé vuong, moi bon ho lai thét tiéc, 4n udéng no né,
cuai gion ha hé, roi khi chia tay - xin ho bai thi bai
chua sdn.

Moi dau to hdo rit diroc hoan nghénh: thay tén
mdol (4 danh si (rong (0a soan, ai ma ching mudn mua
nhat [a nhing hai binh luan thoi sy cda Balzac lai rat
hém hinh, ching han: “Ong Thiers - bo truéng Noi vy
- héi nao t6i gidy chi cé méi moty nght: 14 nghi dén éng
Thiers” - “Ong Guizol.- bo (rudng Gido duc rHi Ngoai
giac - la mét cai chong chong dit trén ba ngdi nha;
ong Thiers 1a motcai chong chéong mac dau quay hoai
ma van dat hoai trén mot ngdi nha”.

Nhung s6 doc gid mua dai han o gidm xudng:
thang giéng; 160, thang hai; 40, thang ha; 19, t¢i thang
bay chicon 7. Rot cudc phai ban 16 to bao. Lan tha tu
ong that bai vé kinh doanh.

Ban xong ¢ bao, éng qua Turin (Y) dé bénh vie
quyén loi cia mot ngudi han trong motvy kién vé gia
tai; khi tré vé Paris thi hay tin Dilecta (ba De Berny)
da mat ngay 27 thang bay 1836. Niém vui cudi cing
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caabald doclai Le Lys dans la valliée mi Balzac da gdi
fing ban in dau tien. Ba thay lai hinh anh cda ba non
hai chuc nam trude trong cuén dé. Balzac nhan thay
ring ba da tan tam véi minh nhat, lai huéng dan minh
lrong vn nghiép mdl cach sang suélnhil. Bi Hanska
(Ngudi La) tie nay thay ba De Berny trong ddi 6ng.

MO MONG ROITHATVONG

(¥ Y vé, s6 no ciia Balzac ting thém 53.000 quan,
tong cong 1a 162.000 quan. Mot cha ng, Duckett co v
mudn b6 ti 6ng. Ong phai trén chui trén nhai: mét
tinh nhan cila éng vi ghen tudng, t6 cdo cho 4n nau
clia 6ng. Nhin vién cong luc téi bao vay nha, mot ngudi
han than mic dau ting thi€u phai trd gitim cho éng
mot ngan rudi quan dé 6ng khéi phai vé kham vi ng.

Chinh trong nhung lic nguy nhu vay, éng cang
sang tac duge manh va hay. Ong dién dugc cac dn
tuong cda ong trong khi qua Y, va truyén Massimilla
Doni (3 duge ndi budn thdm (hia ma nén tho caa gioi
qui phai Venise than tiéc thoi vang son ca thanh
Venise thoico, thoi méa anh dén toa ra tir moi canh cita
56, dién Memmi, ca trim chiéc “gong-don” Y cot &
dudi thém cac lau dai, song vo bap bénh, va cac nha

(1) Tint thuyén uhd (gondole), nhe ma ra dep, dac biél cta thanh
Venise, mot thanh xay cat trén nude, & bo bién.
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qui phai thanh nha, diém lé chen chic nhau trong cac
phong tiéc 1ong lay du duong tiéng nhac va ti€ng hat
cla trao phu tr mit nwde dwa 16n.

Vira thoat duege canh bi bt giam, ong tinh 1an
nay tron ra ngoai 6 Paris, mua mot can nha la khéng
xa dé thilAm dé ldc ndo can tiéu khién c6 thé vé Paris
ma khong ton thi gio. Tién dau? Diéu do éng khong
hé nghi toi. H& mudn la [am lién. Ong coi ddi s6ng
nht mot tiéu thuyét, ek tudng teong roisé dung duoc
(ruyén. Vi ong tudng (wong mol comg viée lam dn ril
phat dat: 6ng se cho in toan thé tac pham cida ong;
nhtng doc gid nguwong mo ong - 6 dé nhidu 1am - tit
sé dat tién mua truedc néu 6ng dé gid ré choho. Thé 1a
(thu trude duge mot $0 idn bon bon roi. Roi ong sé viél
hai ba vg hai kich, ¢6 thé 1a bon, nam v§ nita. Ma viét
kich thi mau 1am gidu Iim. Lai cOn gia san cda ba “qua
phy” Hanska nita ch, vi ong tin chic ring 6ng chong
suy nhweoc nhu vay, chiang bao 1au sé tie bé ¢oi tran ma
ba sé song trén ndi vang.

Nhu vay du dam bao qua roi Ong ben kiém mot
khu dat ¢ lang Ville - d’Avray, trén dudng di Versailles,
va méi dau 6ng tinh duyng mot ¢cin nha la thoi, thi bay
gitr 6ng bao kién trac su cat cho 6ng mot biét the ton
40.000 quan. Ong dua trude cho nha thau 1.500 quan
v cong viée bl diu.

259



NGUYEN HIEN LE

Tai biétthg d6 ong viettruyén César Biroiteauvi
La Maison Nucingen..,

César Birotteau cting la mol tac pham ndi danh.
Ong cham biém nhing tham vong cla giai cap “budc
gioa” (bourgeois) thoi do. Birotteau nho am nghé ché
tao dau thom ma thanh dai phd, nhw vay chua man
nguyén, con mudn mua chiit vinh dy nta, cho co du
¢4 phu 1an qui, thanh thit thanh con bo vat stta cho
hon x40 quyét. Tac pham day nhing chi tiét nhiéu khi
nhiim vé manh khoe budn ban, dau co truc lod, nhumg
cd nhiéu doan miéu ta nhan vatva phong tuc motcach
S4C 840,

Ong cting han non tac phdm d6 va d& viét cho kip
han 6ng phai ngdm chin vao nudc hot cai cho mau
khéi donlen dau. Toc hac nhiéu, ong thay kiét sic, lai
phan nan véi Zulma Carraud: “Chi con moi mét phuong
thude ba ing, 1a chél, va anh khong so chét”.

Béac si khuvén ong nghi ngoi it thang vi phéi ong
dau, nghe ¢6 tiéng kha khir roi. Nghi? Ai ma chang
hiét 1oa thude do. Nhung lam sao nghi dwge? Phii viél
cho xong César Birottean da chu, ma xong César
Birotteau lai con La Maison Nucingen nita:

“Toi da toi lue khong con tice dointa: hy vong thi
xa lic xa lo; ma chiu cye khé ciing khéng tim dugce sy
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yén (inh. Néu dugc im viée ¢o didu 4o thi 10i khong
phan nan gi ca; nhung t6i ¢d nhiéu ndi budn rau va
nhiéu ké thit qua”.

BON MUQI NGAY VA BEM VIET XONG NAM
TAP TRUYEN

Viétxong César Birottean 6ng ra ddo Sardaigne &
Dia Trung Hai d€ xin khan moét mé bac vi lan trude di
Mila, Venise, ¢6 nguoi gidi thiéu cho 6ng mo do.
Chuyén di nay cuc ky khé nhoc: tean dudng mon
khong cé xe, phai di ngua, cing khong ¢é quan tro,
khong c6 thie dan. Téi Argentina thi hay mdt cong ty &
Marseille da xin duwgc phép khai mé rdi, cong ty do
sau phat dat.

Nhung cudc hanh trinh khéng phai 1A v6 ich vi
triedre khi ra Sardaigne, 6ng ghé tham nit si Goerge
Sand & Nohant, dugc ba ké cho nghe tinh st ctia nhac
s1 Franz Liszt va Marie d’Agoult ma ba khong thé viét
duge. Truyén tinh do, sau dng chép lai trong tiéu thuyét
Les Galériens de Uamouy,

Vé Paris ong hay tin tinh nhan cda 6ng, na si
D’Abrantes chéttrong cAnh nghéo nan. Ba nhd Balzac
hudéng dan viét duoc vai cudn trung binh, sau that
hai. Hoi ba con kha, cdc van si nhw Hugo, Broglie,
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Noailleg, Théophile Gautier thudng ty hop tai nhi ha.
Té1 khitdc pham ban khong dugc, tung thi€u, ba phai
don lai m6t can phong nhd xiu, sau cung chét trong
mdt nha theong thi. Hugo, Chateaubriand, Dumas,
ha Récamier di dua dam, mudn dung cho ha mot mod
Bia nhung chinh phd khong chiu giip do.

Biét thy & Ville - d’Avray cat xong, ngoai c6 mot
tam bang bing cam thach den voi hai ch vang: Les
Jardies phi ton khong phéai 1A 40.000 quan nhu da du
tinh, ma tdi 100.000 quan! Vi dat doi, doc qua 6ng phai
san phang thanh ting 1op, xay tudong ngan cho nuwdc
mura khoi x6i ma trong trot duge. Ong tinh cit mot
nha ki€ng 1 ciy dé trong tram nghin gdc khém. Moi
trai khém thoi do & Paris ban dugc 20 quan ¢hai ngan
bac Viét Nam hién nay), éng sé han ré 5 quan thoi,
ciing dege 500.000 quan mbdi nam, (et phi (61 di con
1&i duge 100.000 quan ma “khoi phai viét lach gi ca”.
Khée ru!

Cuodc lam dn d6 cung héa ra mong nua - sudt doi
ong chi 6m 4o twdng - va ong danh (ré vé ba dy dinh
cli; viét truyén va kich, in toan thé taic pham va doi
cho ba Hanska thanh qua phu.

Viét thi 6ng viét rat hing: kiém mot ngudi cong
tac, Charkes Lasailly doc cho chang ta chép nhing
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doan phac cac tinh (i8l trong truyén L’Ecole des
Ménages. Nhung ai ma lam viéc theo nhip diéu cda
ong duoc. Mdi val ngdy dau Lasailly da hoang hon,
chay trén. Mot gio khuva biit chang thie day, ngdi
chép lia lia toi bay gidr sang, udng xong tach ci pheé roi
lai chép naa. Hang thudng nhan dau cé thé séng chung
vy siéu nhan dugce. Co lan trong 40 ngay va dém ong
viét xong nam tap truvén!

Ong kiém ngudi cong tac khac, Laurent Jan nhung
chang nay chang gidp éng duoc gi, vé duge it tdm hinh
cho tac pham cda dng con thi noéi gion cho vui. Puge
md 1 die 1 trung thinh, nén khong ne dudi.

Sau L'Ecole des Menages, ong viet Le Curé de vil-
lage dé trinh bay nhung twe tudng vé chinh tri cia 6ng
cing nhu truyén Le Médecin de Campagne, roitoi kich
Vautrin.

Kich thal bai vi 6ng kKhong c¢o tdi soan kich. Mdi
dién duwoc mot lan thi bi cdm; nha cam quyén cho L
thirrong luan hai ly va ¢6ng cham t6i nha vua.

Sau vy o6, cac chi ng lai cang réo, Balzac phai
ban Les Jardies dé trd no. Ong ditng mot manh khoe
gian xao: cho diu gid va nhd mol nguoi ban kién (ric
sir ditng ra mua vdi gia 17.550 quan (nha va vudn da
t6n cho ong 100.000 quan): sd tién d6 chia cho hai
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chil no, ma vi thong leu vdi kién tric s dng van con
duoc lam cha nha, tuy khong & dd nira.

Lannaydng tron rat ky: mudn mot cin nha & mot
noi héo lanh, trén suon mot ngon do6i 1om chom tai
Passy ciing gan Paris. C6 mot cau thang khuat dua
lén phong dng. Lai co hai cang. Thira phat lai téi cong
trude thi 6ng 1én ra cong sau. Ban be cting phai thudc
mat khiu méi duge vo. Tém lai 6ng nhu con thd &
trong hang viy.

Chu nha la thim Louise Breugnol, kém 6ng ndm
tudi, goc gac nong dan, nhung hoat dong, lanh le,
chuyén 1lam nghé quan gia cho cac van sidoc than, bé
ngodila quan gia nhung bé trong chic con céi gi hon
vay nira.

Balzac, dd chan cac ba qui phai ric r6i khong binh
di, nén an phin véi thim ta, lai phong tuéc cho thim
ntia, goi thim 1a ba De Breugnol.

Thim gitip cho 6ng diwoe nhitu: trong nom moi
viéc ndi trg lai lo viéc ngoai giao vdi cac nha xuat ban,
nha in, tda bdo vi thim thong thao cac loai hop dong
ctia nha viin. Thim rat tin tuy véi 6ng; dege dng dat
di du lich, hia hen da thi, thim tedéng rang minh 1a
finh nhan c¢ia danh si Balzac, hanh dién ldm, ¢6 hict
dau 6ng van con wdce ao duoc lam chéng “qua phy”

Hanska.
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CUIDAUCHAQC TOIBIL TOISAP THANH
MOT THIEN TAI DAY

Niim 1841, viin cida Balzac co vé lén,

Pau nam 6ng ky véi mdt nhom nha sdch
(Dubocher, Furne, Helzel va Paulin) mol hop dong
dé xuat han toan thé tac pham cda 6ng ma ong dit
chonhan dé la La Comédie humaine (Tudng doi). Cudi
nidm, éng Hanski mil. Nhw viy 1a nhing mdng cia
ong sap thiye hién duoc.

Ttr ndm 1833, ong da co mot dy dinh vi dai. Mot
hom ong lainha em gaiva em ré (6ng ba Surville) bao
ho: “Cova duong phai ciidau chao toi di, toi sdp thanh
md1 (hién (ai ddy”. Va ong (rinh biay ké hoach ciia ng
cho ho nghe; ti trudce, cac tiéu thuyét cia ong coé tinh
cdch roirac, hay gidy 6ng tinh gom ¢a lai, bo tdc thém
xay lai thanh mot toa vin chuong.

Nam sau 6ng khoe voi ba Hanska rang toa van
chuwong vi dai d6 s8 gom ba phén:

- Phan Nghién citn phong tuc gom nhing tiéu
(huydt 14 1ong con nguwod, tinh tinh, 16i s6ng U (udi tré
toi tudi gia...

- Phin Nghién citu triét lif gdm nhung ti€u thuyét
gidng lai sao con ngudi lai co nhong tinh cam nhu
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vy, vay phan trén 13 bau qua thi phan nay la nguyén
nhan.

-Sau cting 12 phan Phdn tich dé tim ra cac qui tic,
nhu trong cudn Physiologie du Mariage (Sinh 1y hén
nhén).

Ong lith s& viél 24 cudn cho phin dédu, 15 cudn
cho phan nhiva 9 cuén cho phan ba. Di nhién nhing
truyén ong da viét tie trudce, c6 thé cho vao trong ho do
sau khi sira lai chat it, thay doi vai cai tén, vai ngay
thang. Ong seé viét thém nhiéu truyén nita cho dd bo.
Va day la sang kién cia dng: motsé nhan vat da hoat
dong trong cac tiéu thuvét trude sé xuathién lai trong
céc tidu thuyét sau, nhu cac bac si Biandron, Desplein,
cac canh sat Corentin, Peyrade, cac nha tai chanh
Nucingen, Keller, cac ngudi cho vay niang lai Gohseck,
Palma, véin vin... Nhu vy loan (hé ac phadm cha ong
sé 12 mot bic hich hoa vi dai td moi gidi trong mdt hai
thé h¢. Nam 1834 6ng 4p dung ngay y do va cho mt
s0 nhan vat cii xudt hién trd lai trong truyén Le Pere
Gorviot

Bay gio (1841) ong mdi tim dwoc nhan dé La
Comeédie humaine cho toan b, nh¢ nghi t6i tac pham
hatht La Divine Comédie (Hii kich thin thanh) cda
Dante. Ong d3 viét dugc nhiéu cudn trong cic myc
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Scenes de la vie privée (Canh doi tu), Scenes de la vie
parisienne (Canh ddi séng & Paris). Scénes de la vie de
province (Canh ddi song & tinh). Ftudes de maurs,
Etudes philosophiques va mot cudn: Physiologie du
mariage trong myc Etudes analytiques Ong viétloimd
d4u cho toan bo bao rang ong co di tinh 1ém lao d6 (i
khi doc cong trinh nghién citu caa nha sinh vat hoc
Geoffroy Saint Hilaire (1772-1844) ma nady ra v nay:
trong xa hoi ¢d da cac hang ngudi ciang nhu trong
thién nhién ¢¢ di cac lodi vat; mdt nha tu ban, mot
ngudi thy, mol quin nhin, mot nhd 1 (i, mol thi sico
nhitng ban tinh khac nhau cing nhw mét con su ti,
mot con Iita, mdt con chén, mot con ctru...

Nhung Tuong doi phic tap hon nhiéu. Trudc hét,
trong loai vit, con duc va con cai bao gio cling cung
gitng: su it duc sOng vai su it cai, bo dyce song vdi ho
cai: con trong loai ngudi, ngudi chong co thé 14 cop,
ngudi ve co thé 1a ciru, hodc ngudi vo c6 thé 1 su ti
ma ngudi chong ¢é thé 1a con lita, con trau. Lai thém,
loai vat khong thay déi nhiéu: mot con cop sudt doi [a
cop, sinh con dé cai, ca van ndm sau cang van 1 giong
cop; con nguodi khac han: motvan sico thé thanh mot
chinh khéch, mot nha li tai: mot con hudn ¢é thé thanh
mét nghi si quoc héi, hodc mdt nguoi thg, mdt quin
nhan; ma mot nguoi cha gido vién ¢é thé ¢6 nam siu
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nguoi con, moi ngudi & trong mot gidi. Sau cang, nhd
ban tay va bo oc loai ngudi tac duge nhitng dung cu
lam thay d6i doi séng, thay d6i nén van minh, do d4
tinh tinh, tip quan cing thay doi.

Balzac ¢6 tham vong nghién ctu, phan tich hét
cac hang ngudi trong thoi dai caa dng. Ong tao duogc
hai ba ngan nhan vat, cho ho tac dong lan téi nhau,
yéu nhau, ghét nhau, ham hai nhau, gitip do nhau,
gap nhau, xa nhau; théi thi da ca: qui phai, “budc gica”,
cong chace, quan nhan, con budén, nha bdo, chinh
khach, ludtsu, chudmg khé, hoi bép, ddo kép... 10i ndi
Engels phai phuc rang doc tiéu thuyét cia Balzac hoc
duge nhicu hon 14 doc tie phdm cda céc sit gia, kinh
té gia, thong ké gia chuyén mén. Su thue churong trinh
clia Balzac vi dai qua, ong khong da thi gio thue hién
héi duge, va émg chi {a 1Am ly, phong luc ¢a hai giai
cap. qui phai, “budc gica” 1a ky nhat con giai cap tho
thuyén va nong dan, ong chua phan tich duoc nhiédu.

Canh trong truyén éng ta ciing ratding. Ong biét
ro cac khu & Paris, & ché nao 6ng cting len 161 tdi:
phang khach ctia cac ba iwode, hdu fwde phu nhin, quin
an cac sinh vién, hau trudng cic hi vién, phong riéng
clia cac ky nut, tiém thg may, tiém ban d6 cé, phong ve
mothoa si...Ditinh nao 6ng ciing ghi chép phong canh
caclau dai, gido duong, nhatla khong khi trong mién,
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tAm trang cac giai cAp ching d6i nhau trong cac hién
cO tir 1789 t¢i 1830.

Cting nhu da s6 cac dai tiéu thuyét gia khac, chiing
han Tolstoi, Victor Hugo ong thuong xen vo tiéu thuyét
nhiéu doan ban vé chinh tri, ton gido... thanh thi co
vé ning né, nhung chinh nheng te tudéng do lam cho
toan thé ¢o tinh cach 1¢n lao, xét chung thi cha truong
cha ong la dé cao stiec manh cda v chi khiné tap trung
vao mot muyc tiéu duy nhat. Cho nén vé chinh trj éng
mudn ¢6 méot chinh thé manh, ¢é thé dbe tai mién 1a
dac lire, sang sudl, dua dan 10¢ 161 duwong vinh quang.
Ong nguong md Napoléon va bit binh ring niedc Phap
da lam “mot cudce cdch mang 16m lao ma dé cho roivio
tay vai con ngudi qua tam thuong”.

Vé ton gido, ong muodn trdveé sy thanbicta Ki To
giao hoi nguyén thay. Nhung ong khong khinh vl
chat, nhan rang sinh li anh hudng t¢i tAm hon; tinh
thin va vt chat cling tic ddng t6i nhau, khong thé
tach roi ra duge.

Do d6, vé ai tinh va hon nhan, 6ng mong ¢6 mot
trai tim va mot lau dai che mot nha 1[4 voi mot trai tim
thi khéng dd.

Nhu vay, di nhién éng dé cao kim tién. Mot phin
do anh hudng cla gia dinh; than mau 6ng thudng hao
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“c6 nhiéu tién, that nhiéu tién la cé tat ca”; thian phy
ong sudtddi chilo nham méi mot myc dich thanh céng
ve cfia caiva dia vi, em gaiva em ré 6ng, Ong ha Surville,
cing vay, bo so luong k¥ su ma ra kinh doanh dé mau
lam gidu, nhung thatbai. Mot phan naa do 4nh huong
cia thoi dai: nhd cach mang ky thudit, gigi dai (u han
batdau lén, cac cong ty thanh lap va phat trién manh.
Xa hoichau Au bi kim tién chi huy, 6ng khong cuong
lai néi phong trao.

Tém lai nhéan sinh quan cda dng chang ¢6 gi la
cao, chi 1a thye (€ (hoi, d6i khi (ring (ron nea. Ong
cho mot nhan vat, Vautrin, thot cau nay; “Co hai thi
sit, stt chinh thiéc gbm todn nhaing 161 sai ngoa dem
nhing tinh cdm cao thugng dé gidng cac hanh dong;
va hi st trong dé ciu canh hién ho cho phuong tién,
chico tha st niay mai dang sy (thye. Xél.chung thi con
ngidi theo thuyét van ménh ho thich cac dai sy, ho
ding vé phe ke thing, vay ban ¢ thanh cong di, roi
nguoi ta seé cho hanh dong cta ban 2 phai. Hanh dong
clia ban tg nd khong c¢6 gia tri, v nghia gi ca: nguoi
khic cho no mal gia (ri, moly nghia ra sao thi nd thanh
ranhu vay. Ctr ¢6 mothé ngoaicho dep de di, gidu cai
mat trai cia doi ban di ma dwa ra cai phan nao hao
nhodng ay. Cai gi ciang ¢ trong hinh thic ¢a”.
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Vay la chinén nghe bai hoc ¢lia 6ng vé nghi lyc
théi. Chwea nha vin ndo ¢é nghi lec kinh di nhur 6ng:
co hoi stra an cdo mudi 1Am mudi sau lan, viét mudi
tam gi¢r mot ngay! Con vé muc tidu cia doi séng thi
ching ta co6 thé nghi khac 6ng duorc.

Ong 1A motcon ngudi sicu viét, dam mé phi thuong
nén nhang nhan vat chinh cia éng cing ¢é nhing
nét nhu 6ng. Sdng mot cach manh liét, khac hin hang
nguoi trung binh, qua khich trong hanh déng: thd con
ho vang thi nhue Gobseck, ham danh vong thi nhu
Cécar Birotteau, cung con thi nhu Goriot.

Nhitng nét 6ng ta ho dam qua nhung van giong
sir thue. Ong bao “nghé thuat 12 ¢6 dong thién nhién
lai”. Ong muon ba bén c4 tinh chung quanh 6ng dé&
lao cd tinh mOL nhan vai; roi ong sta d6i cd tinh do6
cho hop voi truyén; sau cung to dam, “hop mée” dé
nhan vat “hoa than” di, ma thé hién dugc mot v cda
ong la dam meé tdi mirc hda ra tan nhan hodc nhu
nhwoc. Vi vdy ma nhié¢u chd vin 6ng kKhoa trirong,
phéng dai t6i 16 bich (Victor Hugo ciing co tat do),
nhung xét toan thé tac pham Tuong doi, (La comédie
humaine) chi dirng xét ting tiéu tiét, ting truyén mot,
thi ai cting phai nhin ring stc twdng trong, sang tao
cia ong thye vi dai.
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Tt 1831, onig vidt iép dugce hét cac hd Splendeurs
el miseres des courtisanes (Cudc doivang son va cang
khon clia cac ky nit), Musions perdues (Nhitng a0 tudng
da mat) va mudi truvén khac. Con nam muoi ba truyén
nita 6ng moi chi dinh duge nhan dé, ghi dwoc so lroc
ndi dung chi chua kip viét: nhw Les Héritiers Boisrouge,
Les Theédtre come il est, L'Anatomie des Corps
enseignants...” Néu 6ng song duoe bay chuc tudi ma
thye hién xong chuwong trinh doé thi 6ng thuce dang 1a
mot dang Tao héa trong van hoc.

3G NGUYEN GAN BAT BUOC

May ndm 1838 - 1841, i Hanska thira viél thu
cho Balzac ¢é le ngai chong ghen. Balzac lo 1ang di
coi hoi, va thay boi bao chi trong sau tudn sé nhan
duge mot biee thu lam thay doi ca doi song cla o6ng.
Bon thay béi khong phai luon luon doan bay. Ngay
mung ndm thang giéng ndm 1842, Balzac nhin duroc
mot bic thie vien den géi tir Ukraine cho hay ong
Wenceslas Hanski mat thang 11 ndm truedc. Balzac
m(ng ron nhung trong thu chia buén voi qua phuy,
van git dugc giong trang nha, kin ddo: “Mic dau hién
¢ ddé Tam cho 161 dal duge sd nguyén tha thill caa 16i
non mudi nam nay, nhung cé ba va Thueong Dé ching
giam, t61 ¢6 thé tg hdo ring 1ong t6i ludn ludn hoan
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toan phyc tong ¥ chi Thugng Dé, va ca trong nhing
lic dau khé nhat, tam hon téi khéng bae gid bi nhing
wée vong xau xa lam cho do ban. Co6 nhang luc bat
giac xung dong, khong sao ngin can dugce. Toi thuong
noi: “Soéng véi nang thi doi minh se nhe nhang hiét
hao!”. Khong ¢d hy vong thi nguoi ta khong thé giw
dtc tin, tAm 1ong, ca cai ban chat tham kin cta minh
duge... Nhung (61 hidu ndi budn cia ba...".

Co diéu 6ng khong ngo 1a qua phy dé thanh thyc
tiéc ong chong gia da che ché minh, hiéu minh va an
cAn vai minh d6. Ong (a da lam di chidc dé cho b (ron
quyén hudng gia tai toi sudt doi. Gia dinh hén chong
phan d6i, cho nhut vay 1a khong hop l¢. Vu do6 dua 1én
Nga hoang quyvét dinh. Ba lai con so néu gia dinh hén
chéng nim duoc nhang chung ¢6 vé mai tinh cia ha
voi Balzac (thi se khong cho bi gite 6 Anna, ngudi con
duy nhat cfia ba n¢a; Vi vay ba rat than trong lanh
dam tra 1o Balzac: “Ong duwoc te do”. Nhuevay 1a doan
tuyét roi vf Cai mong mudi ndm nay tudng sip thyc
hién dugc thi tan vo w.

Balzac lidn vié( cho ba nhimg e the tinh dep ds
cam dong thanh thyc nhat, khuyén ba di Pétershourg
d¢é theo doi vy kien, va 1an 1an nhang hite thu ctiia ba
than mat hon. Nho vay 6ng hiang hai viét kich Les
Ressources de Quinola (thathainita) va vai truyén cho
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bo Splendeurs et Miseres des courtisanes, David

Séechard..

Ong mo mong vé twong lai: hai 6ng ba git higt
thy Les Jardies, mua mit ¢cin nha nita & Paris, moi
nam cé 24.000 quan loi tiic thém 15.000 quan ctia Han
[LAm vién, moi ngay viét sau gi¢r thoi kiém thém duege
20.000 quan naa.

Niam sau 6ng qua Pétershoureg tham ba Hanska,
ha thang trong vu kién. Trévé Paris, 6ng dau, ma van
khong nghi, sudt ngay hétsira an cao bo Tuong dei lai
Vit tAp Hlusions perdues. Ong van dong dé iing cit vio
Han Lam Vién. Victor Hugo, Charles Nodier, Dupaty...
bénh vye 6ng, nhung Han Lam Vi¢én 13 vién cda bon
nha giau, ¢6 thé bau mot tén dn cap ma khéo xoay x&
dé khoi ngdi kham va ¢6 mot sin nghiép vi dai, con
d6i voi mot thién (ai ma nghéo thi vién gatl ra khong
thuwong xét chat gi ca”. Dugc Charles Nodier tra 1oi
nhw vay, Balzac ¢6 mit thai 36 rit dang hoang, rit
don ra lién.

Lic nay stec 6ng bat dau suy, thuong phan nan
voi ban: “I'61 phai sang tac, sang tac hoail Chinh
Thuong Dé kia ma ciing chi sang tao ¢é sau ngay thoi.

“T6i da thanh cdi mdy tao cau, co ho co thé i
hang sat”.

274



DOTNGHE S

“Song bing cay viét, thit1a dién khung, ghé gém

e

qua”.

Tidu thuyét clta Dumas va Eugéne Sue duwong 1én,
tranh mat mét s6 doc gia cda ong, ong lai cang chua
thé nghi duoc, ran viét cho xong ho tiéu thuyét trang
giang Splendeurs ef miséres des courtisanes.

Tron nam 1845, éng di du lich voi me con ha
Hanska & Dresde, roi dira ho qua Phap, di tham cac
mién Touraine, Marseille, Naples: nén chi viét duogc
mdOi mdl cudn Un homme daffaires.

Niam sau ho lai cung nhau di du lich Y, Thuy Si,
Duic. Ba Hanska ¢é mang, nhung d¢a con hoang clia
ho khéng nuoi duoc.

Nam 1847, ba Hanska sdp ga dueogce con gi, nghia
[2 i p duoc ty do, Balzac tinh lap t6 uyén vong dé séng
chung véi ba. Ong mua ng6i nha & duong Fortunée,
vung tién ra xay catlai, sim nhang do c6 khong co gia
tri dem vé hay chatnha, rdi qua Francfort dénbia vé &.
M vo titha, ba da ndi doa. O xa éng, doc van ciia ong
thi ba qui 6ng dugc, te khi biét ro ong hon, ba ngan
ngam; con ngudi 6 qué mua, thiéu giam thac, thiéu
ca luong thuc, tiéu tién mot cach vo 161 Vivay & itlau
ha lai vé Ukraine.
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Théang chin, Balzac phai qua Ukraine kiém ba,
dé nghi lam hon 1é 1én, ba khong chiu.

Nam &6 14 nam cudi cling 6ng con sang tac duwoc
manh: sau truyén La Cousine Bette (61 Le Cousin Pons,
Le Déepuié d'Arcis.

Théang hai nam sau 6ng vé Paris thi Cach mang
1848 né. "Ity day bt dau nhitng ngay tan cda ong.

GIUONG CUDI SE LA GIUONG ONG TATTHO

Thang hai nam 1848 ca nudc Phap sung suc 1én
d4 ddo ndi cAc Guizot qué héo thi, chi hénh vige quyén
loi ctia phe te ban ma dan ap tho thuyén. Thiers bdo
noi cac nhu mot con thuyén hi nude vo, moi phut mot
chim xufng. Ngay Vé quic quan ciing ding vé phe
dan chiing, ho hio cai cach.

Balzac tirhoilam chii nhitm to Chronigue de Paris
da mat sat Guizot, dng mong mét chinh quyén manh
hon, ¢6 tai ndng hon. Nhung 1an nay Louis Philippe bi
ha bé, 6ng khidng murng ma con ngai sé ¢6 nhiéu cude
x40 dong trong nudc. Nhat la khi hay tin mot chinh
phi Cong Hoa sip thanh lip éng cang so s¢ khong
laplai duoc trat tu, sé cé cudp boc tan pha, doi kém.

Tuy nhién khi bau Quéc Hoéi, 6ng cung ra ¢ng ct
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& Paris chi duoc ¢d hai muoi phiéu! (Lamartine dueoc
259.800 phiéu) vi 6ng dwa ra mot chinh sach chuvén
ché¢, manh mé, ma dan chdng khéng ua.

Trong thdi Cach mang, ngudi ta hoi hop, hoan
ho, da dao, dién thuyét, xuong dudong chi ai ma doc
tiéu thuyét va coi dién kich. 1ién bac thiéu thon, vat
gia leo thang, 6ng chan nan, mudn tré qua Ukraine
ntta. Nhung it nhat phai xoay duge 16 phi da.

Ong ran viét cho xong kich La Mardtre mic diu
mat ong dau, coi mdtma thanh hai (co le do day than
kinh & mit ¢6 tat). Ong hivong sé thu duoc niim, sdu
(rim ngan quan, néu khong (hi nguy. Kich dvoc dem
dién. Cac nha phé binh nhut Théophile Gautier, Jules
Janin khen la hay, “tg nhién ma c6 nghé thuét, duyén
dang mi manh me”. Lin ddu tién ong thanh cong vé
kich, nhung lai khong gap thoi: dan chang tan cu rat
dong, Paris vang hoe, ngay theong c6 muoi ngan chiée
xc & Champs Elysées thi bay gid chi ¢6 ndm chyc chiée.
Pém 16i il ai dam ra khoi ctia. Kich chi dién duoe mobi
mdt 1an va 6ng chi thu duge cé nam tram quan. Ong
hy vong khi trat ty van hoi roi sé dién lai. Va ong du
tinh viét bén, nam kich khéc: Les Petits Bourgeois,
Mercadet, Oxgon... sé dua Tuong doilén san khau. Vi,
tai sao khong? Nhu vy moi that ding véi nhan dé
che.
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Trong khi chdr doi, ong van dong voi Lamartine
va toa dai st Nga, xin dugc phép qua Ukraine nia, va
lan nay 6ng & hén canh ba Hanska, tai Wierzchoronia
tr cubi ndm 1848 tG¢i dau nam 1850.

Ong din nguoi than tiép xac véi cac cu Han dé
6ng duoc bau vao Han Lam Vién thay chan
Chateaubriand mél thang hiy nim 1848, Victor Hugo
tan lyc giip éng nhung toi khi bau, céng tudc de
Noailles dirge hai muoi 1am phiéu, Balzac chi duoc hail
Tam ngay sau, lai co mot ghé tréng nda & vién, ghé
clia Vatout, Balzac lai van duoc ¢6 hai phiéu ctia Hugo
va Vigny thua ba trde De Saint Priesl, mOi vi bal (it ma
ngay nay ching ai con nhic nhd t¢i nta. Laurent Jan
bao tin do cho Balzac, hdo: “Hinh nhu cac 6ng ba twdce
t6i lai 12 nhieng 6ng Han tot.”

Balzac thdc ba Hanska lam 1é cudi. Ba phai xin
phép Nga Hoang. Thang chin 1849, Balzac dau (im
nang, khong di dugc nia, hoi ¢t dong la mudn nghet
théd. Ba Hanska va con gai, ¢6 chang ré ntta tin tm
san soc 6ng. Bénh tim chua hét thi tdi hénh phdi. Ong
nam liét givong hai muoi ngay.

Sau cung, thang ba nim 1850, Nga Hoang cho
phép ba Hanska tai gia; ngav 14, ho [am 1é cudi & gido
duwdmg Sainte-Barhe de Berditcherff. Muwoi gio t6i ho
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mdGi vé dén nha: chqd ré 51 tudi, dau tim va phéi mudn
nghet thé, ¢dn ¢6 dau nam chuc tudi bi hénh phong,
nhitc nhoi, tay chan sung vii, khong con cit ddng duoc
nda, ngay nao ciing di bac si, thoc chin vao trong bung
da phanh ra ciia mdt con heo stia ma cting khéng bdét.

‘I'a phai nhan rang Eveline (tbic ba Hanska) khaong
déng tam voi Balzac bang ba De Berny, tir khi thanh
qud phu (1842) da miy lan do dy, khong mudn két
hop doi minh voi doi clda Balzac vi thay tinh tinh ong
ki cuc, nhung lan nay, ba to rarat can dam, co6 long hy
sinh cao: ba biél bénh cda éng kho ma hél duoce, cudi
roi ha phai dong cai vai khan ho réi lai sé thanh qua
phy ntta thoi, ma ba van t6 ra vui vé. Vuinhatla Balzac:
sau mudi sau nam cho doi bay gicr mai thue hién dugc
cai mong cudi ciia mot ngudi vo qui phai, giau co,
“ngwdi duy nhal ma éng da yéu, vi sé yéu moi ngiy
mdt hon 1én, cho tGi khi chét”, nhy éng ndi; Chinh
ong cang khong hiét ring givdng cudi cla 6ng s¢ la
giudng dong tit thd. Nén éng nong ve Phap dé dugce
chét tai nha.

MOTTOA LAU DAIXAY TREN NEN HOA CUONG

Mot bu6i toi thang ndm motchiéc xe netng lai &
ng6i nha dudng Fortunée: mot 6ng gia mudn hét hoi,
thd hon hén, s¢ soang bide xudng xe, vi mat gan nhu
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dui; phia sau Ia mot ngudi dan ha con kha dep. Trong
nha dén sang trung va day hoa, nhung kéo chuong
may 1dn mi khong ai ra m& cita. Y nhu mot ac mong.
Ngudi danh xe phai chay tdi kiém mot ngwoi tho kKhoa
lai mé c{ra. Thi ra ngudi day té coi nhé, Francois
Munch, thinh linh héa dién pha phach lung tung roi
chan ky ctra lai. Hai 6ng ba moi ngudi vdé mot phong
riéng d¢ nghi. “Miéng da lita” ciia Balzac da thu lai chi
con bang dau ngdn tay!

Pau tim, dau phdi, dau bao t, mit 10a, lai thém
chan bi chiing hoai tha sung v 1én, thil théi ra, chiy
nude tanh hoi toi budn mia.

Ba can dam, tan tim sdan soc chong. Nehi lyc clia
ba thye manh. Ong mudn viét thu thim ai thi doc cho
ha chép roi 6ng ky tén & dudi. Bénh ¢o lac tudong nhiu
giam, nhung bac si cho rang khong bao gid qua khoi
duoe, cé ngay d¢ mot tram con dia 1én bung 6ng cho
ching hut bot mau.

[Iugo lai tham, 4i ngai cho 6ng ba, thay ha sau ba
thang thite dém, rac nguodi di.

Gitta dém ngay 18 thang tam ong tit nghi.

Ngay 21, truéc huyét & nghia dia Pére Lachaise,
Hugo doc diéu van:
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“Ong De Balzac 12 mol nguwoi dang ddu trong s6
nhitng ng woi vidai nhat, mét nguoi ding cao nhit trong
sd nhung ngudi Ot nhat... Tatca cac sach clia 6ng hop
thanh mét cuén duy nhit, mot cudn linh déng, choi
loi, sdu sic (t4) tat ca nén vian minh hién dai cla ching
ta: mot cudn sach ky diéu ma thi sidit cho nhan dé 1a
Tuong doi, va cing co6 thé goi 1a Se ky duge ()

Do 1a su nghiép ong dé lai cho chiing ta do, sy
nghi¢p cao dep va ving chic, mot 1au dai xay deng
trén nhoang 1op hoa cuong: tie nay danh ong sé choiloi
trén dinh lau dai ds...”

Sau Hugo tdi Baudelaire, Dostoievski, Browning,
Proust, Alain, André Maurois, Somerset Maugham...
va bay giothi ca thé gigi déu nhin ring Balzac 1 ngudi
diang dau trong s6 cac tiéu thuyét gia cia nhan leal.

Mot hanh dong dep nua cia ha Balzac 1a nhan
lanh gia san cta chong, mic dau ba biétrang no khéng
da dé tra no cho 6ng. Ba khong trd vé Ukraine, & lai
FPhép trd hét no cho 6ng va lo xudt ban tit ca di cdo
clia Ong: Les Petits Bourgeois, Le Deéputé d’Arcis, do
mot nha van Charles Rabou viét tiép cho hoan thanh.
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VE VIEC XUAT BAN SACH NGUYEN HIEN LE

Nha van qud cd Nouyén Hién Lé ¢ trén mét tram
(100) tdc phdm da dang k9 tei Hang Bao hé quyen Tdc
gid Viét Nam thude Bé Van Hoa sé 189/VH/HBH)
ngay 16-12-1988.

Nha xudt ban ndo mudn in sdch Nguyén Hién Lé
xin tiép xiic dé thuwong heong voi ong Lé Nps Chdu va
éng Nouyén Q. Thang ld nhitng nguoi dwoc iy nhiém
hop phdp, dai dién cho gia dinh nha van Nguyen Hién
Lé

bDia chi:

-160 Nguyén Binh Chiéu, Q.3.
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