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GIOI THIEU TRIET GIA PLATO

Cudc doi. Sang tac cach nay hai ngan bén trim nim, cic déi thoai mang tén
Plato c6 anh huong 16n lao dén tu tuong Tay phuong thoi co dai, thoi Trung
cd, thoi Phuc hung va ca thoi hién dai. Sang tac do dugc ca ngot 1a nén tang
cua tu tuong Tay Au, chat lidu diéu hoa tinh trang qua d6 trong tam tri con
nguoi, duong thang xac dinh nhin quan thé gidi tir trude hodc tir d6 ti gid
chua hé phac hoa, miéu ta trong triét hoc, chinh tri, luan 1y va tam 1y. Nguoi
Tay phuong nghi trd lai nhan thirc pho dién trong dbi thoai 13 tro lai ngudn
coi. Nguoc lai, ddi thoai cling bi chi trich gay gat. C6 nguoi cho rang doi
thoai trudng gia vé chinh tri va huyén bi vé triét hoc. Tuy nhién, giita hai
khuynh hudéng d6i choi, c6 ngudi than trong, khach quan sau khi doc nhan
thay doi thoai c6 ma luc dé xudng, théi thiic tudng tuong va suy tu. Nhiéu
day do dan két trong d6i thoai, song & trung tAm giir vai tro y nghia theo
nhan thirc cua ngudi Hy Lap, thién dao (logos, can nguyén cua tu tuong,
nguyén ly dleu hanh, phat trién vii tru) 13 thién nhién léo 14i moi sy vat tir
bén trong. Tiép can nhu thé thién nhién khong phai siu viét, v hinh va
cling khong phai tran tuc, hiru hinh; thién nhién 13 téng thé hitu co, con
nguoi khong & ngoai ma & trong thién nhién. Bam chit quan diém cung ¥
nghia quan diém ham ngy, tu twong va ngh¢ thuat Hy Lap dat mirc minh
bach chua ting thay & bat ké noi ndo, ngudi phd dién chinh yéu 1a Plato.
Qua str sach miéu t4, trinh bay ta thiy ong la nguoi kinh dién, nguot dét glac
mo ly tuong; va st sach ciing noi 6ng 1a nguoi hiéu 10ng biét nhiéu vé thé
gidi, khong phai triét gia thap nga ngup lan, chim dam trong ring gia sach
v6. Ta con biét 6ng 1a ngudi hoc thitrc uyén tham theo sat sinh hoat tri thirc
duong thoi. Dan ching thi van va bong gié ham ngu trong ddi thoai chimg t6
ong theo ddi van chwong sat nit. Doi ong kéo dai tir cudc chién
Peloponnesos gitrta Athens va Sparta (431 TCN), qua ngay Pericles thu linh
thanh qudc Athens lia doi (429 TCN), t6i khi Philip - quin vuong
Macedonia - ha thanh Olynthus (348 TCN).

Pbi thoai thuong goi la Cong Hoa, tac pham trong s trudc tac tuong tu
truyen lai, d¢én ngay nay hau thé cong nhan 13 sang tic cua Plato. S6 sang tac
d6 so da dua tén tudi 6ng 1én hang quen thudc bac nhat trong lich st nhan
loai, nhat 1a lich st tu tuong ¢ Tay phuong ciing nhu Pong phuong. Tuy
vay, nguoi sau lai biét rat it vé ong, ngay ca trong nudc Hy Lap, qué huong
ong, biét rat it mot cach ky la so véi nhitng gi ngudi sau hy vong mudn biét.
Khi tim hiéu cudc doi bong hoa ngat huong trong vuon triét hoc ngudi sau



chi biét 6ng séng trong giai doan lich sir dic biét, lién hé t6i bién cd va nhan
vat nguoi sau biét qua kho tang tai liéu phong phu khac thuong: sinh thoi
ong noi tleng, ong lap truong day hoc, 6ng di du thuyét, 6ng song kha 1au,
ong viét rat nhiéu, sang tac truyen lai déu o tinh trang hoan hao khién nguoi
sau nghi toan by da dugc bao tdn can than ngay tur dau. Su thé co vé ky la,
dir kién vé doi ong sao it 6i, mong manh dén thé, ngay ca sb lugng sang tac
phong phu cling roi vao vong mo mit, nguoi sau khong nhin thy lién hé hd
tuong gitra tac pham va tac gia. Khong nhitng thiéu vang dir kién cu thé de
thiét 1ap tiéu sir, nguoi sau con gip canh tuong ngan ngam trong khi mudn
tim hiéu, trong sang tac Ong khong da dong gi dén ban than. Do 1a nét dic
biét nguoi sau biét vé triét gia 1y tudng mat sang, vai rong, cao 16n, khoe
manh, dau oc phi thuong, 16i séng thanh tao, vin gia bat phap uyén chuyén,
da dang, tr luc tré mang biét danh Plato, té€n thuc l1a Aristocles, té€n dat giéng
tén ong nodi, néu vay theo phong tuc xr so 13 con truong va chau dich ton.
Nhung sy that ¢6 phai hoan toan nhu thé hay khong, ngudi sau ciing thuc
tinh khong ro!

La con O0ng Ariston, chau 6ng Aristocles, c6 hai em trai, m6t em gai, Plato
chao doi khi Diotimus lam Archon, phdp quan Athens, nhiém ky kéo dai tur
mua he nam 428 TCN dén mua hé nam sau. Hon thé ngu‘m sau khong biét gi
vé gia dinh bén noi, trir mot s6 than nhan bén ngoai. Than mau nhii danh
Perictione thudc dong ddi quy toc, ma ndi tiéng nhat 13 Solon (638-558
TCN), phap quan Athens nhiém ky 594-3 TCN. Em ho ba la Critias, nguo1
sau biét 1a thil 1anh nhém Ba Muoi Bao Chua va tac gia nhicu sang tac; em
trai ba la Charmides cling hang say tham gia chinh tr1 véi nhém Ba Muoi
Bao Chua, song that bai tham hai. Cing nhu anh Plato, Adeimantus va
Glaucon, hai nguo1 1a nhan vat trong nhiéu dbi thoai, mot trong s6 mang tén
Charmides. Speusippus, nguoi ké vi Plato diéu hanh Hoc Vién, 1a con ba
Potone, em Plato. Sau khi than phu qua doi, lac Plato con rat nho, than mau
tai gia vo1 ong Pyrilampes, nghe néi1 la cau ho, da c6 gla dinh va con riéng,
con trai tén Demos (nhac téi trong Gorgias), nhan vat gidu co, thé luc trong
nhom dan chu ung h¢ lanh ty Pericles, chinh khach khon ngoan, 16i lac da
dua thanh quéc 1én mirc phat trién cao do vé mit tri thirc, nghé thuat va kinh
té. V4i ong nay, ba sinh con trai t€n Antiphone, em cung me khac cha voi
Plato, theo duoi triét hoc it 1au, bong dung bo do ré ngang. Nhin tir bén nay
roi bén kia ngudi sau thay Plato c6 lién hé mat thiét véi giai cap quy toc
Athens. Dau vay lién hé nay khong khién dau oc tré nén hep hoi, thién can,
trai lai ong van gitr thai do co ban cua bac si phu: ngay thang, khach quan
trong 16i song cling nhu sang tac tir dau chi cudi.

Theo nhan dinh chung tir trudc té1 nay, & trong cling nhu ngoai nudc, su



kién c6 thé coi 1a xac dang lién hé té1 cudc doi Plato chi du cdu thanh nét
phac ta téng quat so sai, dau vay cling khong du dé minh dinh mot cach chac
chan. Pbi thoai cua Ong, mac du canh tri dat ¢ thoi dai ong song, nguoi tham
du 12 nhan vat noi tiéng, sdng thuc, sinh hoat hét stc tu nhién, ke ca anh ong,
cling khong dong gop gi vao buc tranh tiéu str. Tuy nhién, c6 may 14 thu cho
1a do ong viét hé 16 kha nhiéu vi sao ong quyét dinh, nhat 13 4m chi giai doan
tham dy hoat dong chinh tri dwong thoi. S6 thu nay trong thé ky vira qua
mang tiéng gia mao, phan quan trong hon hét ¢6 vé 1a thuc, lai bi cho la do
dé tir ong viét. Trong s6 mudi ba 14, trir 14 thd muoi hai, tat ca déu dugc
nguoi xua cong nhan 1a chan thyc, st dung dé dién giai triét thuyet Plato.
Trong hang phé binh ngay trudc va ngay nay c6 nguoi khong ngan ngai chap
nhan ching liéu cia nguodi xua, co ngu:01 bac bo thang thing, coi s0 thu do
1a nguy thu dién ta khéo 160, c6 ngudi gitr thai do trung dung cho rang Plato
1a tac gia 14 thr sau, thr bay va thir tam, s6 con lai roi vao vong ton nghi.
Nguoc lai, cuong quyét khang dinh sb thu d6 1a do 6ng viét, & Anh ha ban
thé ky XIX G. Grote trong Plato and Other Companions of Socrates (1867)
khong ngan ngai dua s6 thu do vao sang tac cua dng, mac du nhiéu nha phé
binh vai v€ duong thoi lon tiéng phu nhén. Hang hai dua than tuong tir nac
thang si€u nhan xubng thtr bac thé nhan, hoc gia nay san sang gan cho ong
sO sang tac phan dong cho 13 khong xung dang voi triét gia siéu viét. Nhung
nho bién luan virng chic nham dit lai van dé, hoc giad vira ké du suc thuyet
phuc nhiéu ngudi chap nhan két luan. Vi vay ké tir d6 khong con e ngai nita
khi ké chi tiét Iy thi chira dung trong s6 14 thu, va nho thé nguoi sau biét doi
chat vé cudc doi triét gia, trong khi cac nha phé binh thi cyu ciing sin sang
chap nhan phan 16n s sang tac dic biét d6 1a chan thuc.

Nam sinh va noi sinh cua Plato str sach ghi khac nhau: 430, 428 va 427
TCN, not sinh thanh Athens hoac dao Aegina, ndam mat 348 hodc 347 TCN
Nhu vay 1a 6ng soéng 1au, 80 hodc 83 tudi moi qua doi. Néu ldy nim 430
TCN la nim sinh, 6ng ra doi 121 nim sau Khong Tur (551-479 TCN). Néu
ldy ndm 428 TCN lam nam sinh, dng chao doi 135 nam sau Thich-Ca Mau-
Ni (563-483 TCN). Néu lay nam 427 TCN lam nam sinh, 6ng vao doi 424
nam trudc Gié-su Ki-t6é (4 TCN - 29 SCN) va khoang 4 nam sau cudc chién
Peloponnesos (431-404 TCN). Cudn st Thucydides ghi chép bao gom 16
hodc 17 nim dau doi cta ong, chd Thucydides ngung, Xenophon tiép, ké
lich st Hy Lap kéo dai 48 nam ntra, t61 tran Mantinea dién ra nim 362. Dinh
ménh day dua ong lon Ién cung vinh nhuc cua dat nudc dang phan dau dé
phat trién, may man ciing nhiéu, thanh cong cing lam, cudbi cung suy sup
hoan toan, tii ho ngat troi. Thon tinh thanh quoc Athens dién ra nam 403;
tiép theo 1a cudc cai tri ngan ngli ciia nhéom Ba Muoi Bao Chtia dimg dau 1a
Critias (cdu Plato) va Theramenes. Chinh quyén chuyén ché ctia nhom Ba



Muoi Bao Chua bi Thrasybulus lat dd, ché d6 dan chu ngay trudc tai 1ap.
Niam 399 dién ra vu xur gy chan dong du luan ca luc dia lan quén dao, hoi
déng két an tir hinh Socrates vi t0i phi bang than linh, dau doc tudi tré. Nua
thé ky tiép theo, thanh quc Athens hau nhu vang bong trong lich st Hy Lap,
song gop phan dang ké trong cac phong trao thoi dai dudi tai lanh dao cua
nhan vat lirng danh Iphicrates, Chabrias, Timotheus. Agesﬂaus quan vuong
Lacedaemon va Epaminondas quan vuong Thebes la nguoi cam quyén tai ba
sudt thoi ky, 1o 14i cude chién téi thanh cong qua tran Leuctra (371 TCN) va
tran Mantinea (362 TCN). Sau tran Mantinea, lich s Hy Lap lai thay doi,
Philip (382-336 TCN) ving Macedonia man nam ban dédo Balkan dan dan
ngoi lén chdi 191 trén chinh truong. Trude khi Plato qua doi chinh khach
Demosthenes (384-322 TCN) tr& thanh limg danh qua céc bai dién vin da
kich quan vuong Philip kich liét; trong vong mdt ndm trude khi bang ha, do
ti€u diét phe Phocion (402-317 TCN) cham dut cudc chién thiéng liéng,
Philip nim quyen ba cha Hy Lap. Song song véi bién su dién ra trong luc dia
Hy Lap, vé mat lich su, dao Sicile tré nén hap dan dong thoi gitr vai tro
quan trong trong sudt thoi gian nira thé ky dudi quyen cai tri sit mau cua cha
con Dionysius va Dion. Nam quyén cai tri thanh phd Syracuse mot phan tu
thé ky, va cai tri hét sic khe khat, ha khac, Dionysius Cha chét nim 367
TCN. Néi ngoi thay quyén, ap dung chinh sach tuong tu, Dionysius Con
kiém soat thanh quoc chat ch€ muoi hai nam nira méi bi Dion ndi 1€n truat
phé. Sau bén nim cam quyén cai tri 6ng ndy ciing bi chong d6i, 1at do, xir t.

Song trong thoi dai nhu thé, Plato da chung kién lién tuc chinh sy phat trién,
suy d6i, sup do dudi nhiéu hinh thac va mau sic. Nho ¢6 co hoi quan sat,
dau 6c nhan dinh, ong lam canh do song lai kha phong pht trong triét pham
Cong Hoa. Tuy thé, trong tham tam ong khong cam thay thich hop véi cudc
doi chinh tri. Ong so dac nhiéu loi diém thanh nién cung trang lira khong co:
con nha giau co, gla dinh quy toc, dong ho quyen thé, than thé cuong trang,
tiép thu day du gido duc thoi dai, va chac han ciing phai hoan tat nhiém vu
thong thuong cua cong dan thanh quoc Athens, gom ca thi hanh bon phéan
quan su. Dau vay ngum sau khong hé nghe ong c6 y dinh dan than budc 1én
vii dai chinh tri ngoai 101 1€ bay to trong 14 thu thir bay. Trong thu nay ong
cho biét ong duoc than nhan va than hitu trong nhém Ba Muoi Bao Chua
moi tham du chinh truong, diéu hanh quéc su, ong muén nhap bon dé khoi
phu long mong moi; nhung khi thay nhom van duy tri tinh trang bat cong,
tan bao, that duc, nhat 1a khi chimg kién nhom tim cach, 'song khong thanh
cong, ep budc Socrates birc hai mot cong dan, cam thay hut hang, ngan
ngam, 6ng nhat dinh quay lai cudc doi binh thuong. Khi co ché dan chu tai
1ap, 6ng cling c6 udc muodn twong tu, dan than vao chinh sy phuc vu thanh
quéc, song lai chimg kién su viéc tho bao dién ra tran lan, va cudi cing ban



an bat nhan két lidu doi Socrates, hau nhu tuyét vong, 6ng quyét dinh vinh
biét chinh tr1.

Triét gia tén tudi day dit khon nguoi véi hai sy kién xtc dong vira ke, két
qua dan t6i thai do cu tuyet dbi v&i chinh tri, va thai d6 d6 da dic biét 16i
cudn, anh huong trlen mién dén tam tri Plato. Liic Socrates qua doi, Plato 28
tu6i. Hai ngudi séng gan giii, than thiét v6i nhau. Lién hé khong nhing 1a
lién hé than hiru ma con la lién hé thay tro, lién hé hd tuong trong thuc té kéo
dai tdm nam, song trong triét hoc kéo dai bat tan. Nguoi sau khong co chimg
tich ghi lai dac tinh hodc ndi dung mbi lién hé. Nhung sang tac cua Plato cho
thay toan bo cudc doi tiép theo ctia dong da do lién hé d6 cau thanh. Ong danh
ca cudc doi tim hiéu triét hoc, va st dung triét hoc nhu muc dich duy nhat
cat budc di vao dudng nghién ctru ma Socrates di mo ra cho 6ng noi theo.
Hinh anh su phu khong bao gio phai mo trong tam tri. Vira tu do v61 minh,
vira trung thanh véi thay, pha trén hai cam xuc thanh nhén thirc tong hop,
ong st dung Socrates trong d6i thoai nhu nguoi dién dat quan diém cua 6ng.
Du suy tu cua minh c6 cach xa suy nghiém quen thudc cua Socrates, Plato
van viing tin 6ng trung thanh budc theo nguyen tac hodc phuong phap
Socrates da giang day va st dung dé dién giai.

Sau khi Socrates vinh biét ¢di doi nim 339 TCN, Plato lui vé sdng &
Megara, thanh phd trong ving Megaris nam giita vinh Corinth va vinh
Saronic con goi la vinh Aegina gap g& than hiru tirng theo hoc Socrates.
Nguoi sau khong rd 6ng luu lai d6 bao 1au, song nghe néi sudt khoang thoi
gian sau khi su phu vién tich, 6ng thim tha nhiéu noi, xudi nam toi thanh
phd Cyrene trong ving Cyrenaica thudc dia Bac Phi dién kién nha toan hoc
Eudoxus, sang dong t&i Ai Cép, qua tdy dén Y va dao Sicile tham viéng trlet
phai Pythagore. Trong khi ¢ dao vira ké dén thanh phd Syracuse, 6ng tiép
xuc ngay voi Dion, em vo Dionysius, va co 1€ voi ca duong kim bao chua.
Nhin lai giai doan hi httu trong 1a thu thir bay (326d), 6ng tu hoi phai chang
do ngau nhién hay thién dinh & ong to1 noi nay. Boi trong thyc té viéc Ong toi
hon dao 14 md man cho bi kich két cdu bi dat dién ra may chyc nam sau. Khi
ong t6i, Dionysius I (405-367 TCN) dang ¢ cuc dinh quyén thé. Mé&i hai
muoi 1am tudi da duoc bau lam ‘strategos’, nguyen soal tudng quan, ngoai
chuyén toan quyén hanh dong, Dionysius giai phong nguoi Hy Lap trén dao
Sicile khoi ap burc, hiép dap, de doa khung khlep cua Carthage, dong thot tao
dung cho ho stc manh chinh tri dé c6 thé dung dang ké trong thé giéi Hy
Lap La thu thir bay (327a) ké cudc gip g quan trong ra sao, an tuong thanh
nién ndy, sip stra bién ddi toan bd doi 6ng, ddi véi ong thé nao. Theo chuyén
ké nghe co vé ky la, dang nghi, khong hleu vi sao va do dau, khi quan hé
giita doi bén cang thang, bao chua tré tudi lai kiém cé dua 6ng 1én thuyén



dem dén dao Aegina ban 1am né 1é va tu binh chién tranh (lac d6 giao chién
vO1 Athens, hon ddo duge sir dung lam can cir cho hai quéan Sparta). Nhung
dén noi co6 ngudi quen tu Cyrene tén Anniceris bo tién ra chudc, nho thé
thoat hiém 6ng trd vé Athens. Pinh cu & day it lau naim 387 TCN. Ong thanh
lap Hoc Vién nham truyén ba khoa hoc va triét hoc trong khu rung ven bién
thanh phd, 6ng bat dau giang day triét hoc. Tir d6 trd di, 6ng ém a theo duodi
su nghiép, trir hai lan gian doan dang ké, trong tu thé vi thay kha kinh, ling
danh, thoi gian kéo dai khoang 40 nam. Ciing nhu Socrates, ong day hoc
khong 14y tién, va khi day 6 Ong thuong thé hién qua 601 thoai, dam dao. Tleng
thom lan tran hau nhu khip Pia trung hai, Tiéu A, Bic Phi, vuot xa, at han
nhiéu triét gia duong thoi; ong thu hut nhiéu dé tir; thanh nién tir nhiéu noi,
nhiéu dao un un kéo t6i hy vong tho gido, trong sd d6 noi tiéng hon hét (sau
nay trd thanh dbi thu dang gom trong lang triét hoc) 1a Aristotle tir
Macedonia kéo xuéng, than phu 1a ngy y duong kim quan vuong, méi muoi
tam xin thu huén, séng & d6 hai muoi nam lién, t6i khi Plato man ph?m.

Budc vao doi ong chi nghe tleng réo goi ap dung hoc thuyét chinh tri to chtrc
co ché xd hot1, chinh thé qubc gia. 'Dionysius I qua doi, Dionysius 11 no6i ng01
nam quyén cai tri. Von non 6t, yéu kém nhiéu mat, thoat dau diéu hanh viéc
nudc tan vuong phai trong cdy vao Dion, cdu rudt, than hitu chi tinh cua
Plato. Co h¢1 duong nhu dip may ngan ndm mot thuo dé thiét 1ap thanh quoc
theo nguyén tac nghlen ngam bay lau. Dionysius san sang don nhan y kién,
Dion thlet tha yeu cau than hiru cd tri téi cd van. Phan minh Plato ciing
khong ngan ngai tham viéng Syracuse nham thuc hién hoai bdo. Chuyén
viéng thim lan nay ké ti mi trong 1a thu thir bay. Chuyen di khong thanh
cong. Plato t6 ra khong man noéng véi viée diéu hanh quoc su cua Dionysius;
du tinh thuc hién cong trinh hoa ra tuyét vong. Co gang dén may ong cling
khong thé thuyet phuc; gan day trong nhiéu sy viéc, Dionysius hau nhu
khong con lang nghe y kién quan su. Tan vuong day Dion khoi Syracuse.
Sau it 1au, mac du khong bi d6i xtr tan té, Plato tro vé Athens. Dau vay ong
van lai tham Dionysius 1an nita, hy vong tim cach trg gitp Dion, nhung 6ng
lai that vong; kinh nghiém lan nay qué that chua cay, cang ngam cang dau
dén coi 1ong, suong sung nét mat, khong muén nhin lai 1am chi. Phan doi
con lai ong danh cho viéc sang tac, sang tac lién tuc, toi ddi thoai cudi cung,
dac bi¢t Luat Phap, va tiép tuc giang day triét hoc & Hoc Vién cho mon sinh
bon phuong. Ong qua doi khong rd ndm 348 hay nam 347 TCN. Theo st gia
Pausanias (1.30.3), 6ng dugc mai tang ven bién Hoc Vién.

Su nghi¢p dai 1au, song nguoi sau khong rd Plato bét dau tu bao glo chi biét
mot sd tac pham c6 18 viét khong 1au sau khi Socrates vinh biét c¢di thé. Bién
Giai (Apologia) nham tudng thuat 101 1& Socrates bién ho trude tda nham bao



vé danh dy va tinh ménh ban than, chic hin sang tac khong lau sau phién xur.
Ngoai Bién Giai (ndi dung khong hé 1a 10i ta 16i) va mot sé thu nhiing gi
ngudi sau ¢ vé Plato déu thé hién dudi hinh thirc ddi thoai. C6 khoang 25
tac pham chan thuc mang tén ong. Phan 16n di thoai chia lam ba nhoém: d6i
thoai theo kiéu Socrates, luin thuyét chinh tri, va ddi thoai c6 tinh cach 16-
gic va phuong phap. Péi thoai theo kiéu Socrates theo 18 16i Socrates thudng
dung, vira dat cau hoéi vura tra 101, déng thdi nhdn manh vao dao dtc, dinh
nghia dao duc. Di thoai tiéu biéu va chi dé noi bat 1a Euthyphro (md dao,
hiéu thao), Charmides (tiét do), Lysis (tinh ban), Meno, Protagoras (dao
dac), Laches (can dam), Hippias Lon (cai dep), Hippias Nho (cai gia),
Philebus (cai tot), Cong Hoa (cong binh); luan thuyét chinh tri gom Cong
Hoa, Chinh Khach, Luat Phap. Trong tac pham Cong Hoa Socrates 1a nhan
vat chinh 1¢o lai cugc dam dao, nguoi tham dy gém gia tre lang nghe trao
d6i y kién. Trong tac pham Chinh Khach, 6ng xuat hién ngan ngui gioi thi¢u
cudc thao luan roi rat lui. Trong cuén Luat Phap 6ng hoan toan vang mit.
Trong ddi thoai c6 tinh cach 16-gic va phuong phép, Cratylus bién ludn tinh
cach dich xac cta tén goi, Euthydemus dé cép tranh luan ltra phinh cing tinh
trang kha di din t&i lira d6i. Sophist ban téi ban chat khong hién hiru va tinh
trang kha di dbi tra. Theaetetus khai trién sy that va hiéu biét, Parmenides di
vao triét hoc va phép bién chimg. Nhiéu d6i thoai phdi hop tim hiéu triét hoc
va phuong phap triét hoc: Phaedo, Symposium, Sophist, Phaedrus, Timaeus,
Philebus.

Hoc gia Tay phuong da bo nhiéu cong suc va thoi glan thiét 1ap thr tu sang
tac cac doi thoai. Tir xua, qua nhiéu thé ky hoc gidi phuong troi do da xac
dinh Luat Phap la tac pham do dang Plato chua hoan tat thi qua doi.
Theaetetus noi to1 cai chét ctia nguoi dbi thoai mang cung tén xay ra nam
369 TCN Mot s6 doi thoai dudng nhu tiép ndi doi thoai di xuét hién cho
thay sang tac c6 thir tu han hoi. Ngoai chi ddu nhu thé hoc gia chi con biét
can ctr vao thoi diém tuong dbi danh cho Bién Giai, net tuong dong va khac
biét gitra cac sang tac theo hinh thirc, ndi dung, chi tiét vé van phong va tur
nglr str dung. Tuy nhién, mac du co gang dang ké, quan diém van khong
dong nhat. Thir ty sang tdc xem ra c¢6 vé quan trong vi lién hé toi van dé phat
trién tu tudng cua Plato. Van dé rong 16n la phai chang vé cudi doi Plato phu
nhan hoc thuyét Plato, triét thuyét limg danh gan lién véi tén tudi ong. Trong
nhiéu dbi thoai, ké ca Cong Hoa, ong dé nghi phan biét dut khoat the gio1
hitu hinh gém sy vat cu thé v&i thé gidi vo hinh, song minh bach gom thuc
thé triru tuong, khong lam 14n thé gioi cam tinh voi thé gigi ly tinh. Tu tuong
tré nén pho quat va duoc coi nhu triét thuyét Ve hinh trang. Trong s0 cac
thuc thé triru tuong la hinh dang hinh hoc, con s6 toan hoc, dic tinh dao duc
da 1a dé tai Socrates thao luan trong cac cuoc dam dao. Hoc gia doi khi dugc



goi 1a dé tir tam vi nhét thé cho rang Plato di nghi ngd va rat cudc tir bo triét
thuyét. Trai lai, tong do nhat thé nhat vi lai bao Plato tiép thu khuynh hudng
triét hoc tir Socrates, theo dudi téi cung, chi thém thét, tu chinh chut it sudt
qua trinh phd dién.

Cong trinh giang day va sang tac Plato thuc hién ¢ Hoc Vién hai lan gian
doan do c6 ging bat thanh thuc hién 1y tuong trinh bay trong triét pham
Cong Hoa, khai sinh thé ché dudi quyén lanh dao cua qudc vuong triét gia.
Hai 1an 6ng qua Sicile gido duc bao chia tré tudi Dionysius II ndi ngdi bao
chta gia nua Dionysius I. Than hiru tam giao Dion cho 6ng hay thanh nién
cam quyén hién tai 1a chau goi bang cau co y dinh va so thich tro thanh triét
gia, nhu vy 1a mudn ph01 hop kién thire voi quyen binh. Su thé nghe hop 1y,
ong nghi do la duong 16i duy nhét ctru vét quoc gia. Khong ngd cudc ra di
that bai. Dionysius ¢6 ve ham hyc, Dion chiu canh phat véng, ong mang ndi
buc doc. Nhiéu nim sau d6, do Dionysius y€u cau, ong lai qua Sicile.
Chuyen tham 1an nay két thic tham hai, két qua dan t&i ndi chién gifra luc
lugng theo Dion va lyc lugng theo Dionysius. Ong trd vé Hoc Vién, tir do
cat dirt moi quan hé vai chinh tri. Sau khi 6ng qua doi viéce diéu hanh Hoc
Vién trao cho nha toan hoc Speusippus, chau ong. Tiép tuc su nghiép cao ca
nhu trung tdm gido hoa va nghién clru mai té6i nam 529 SCN. mo6i1 ngung
hoat déng, do Hoang dé La M4 Justinian (483-565) ra lénh dong cira, Hoc
Vién voi giang duong khang trang, thu vién tinh mich, thu sinh nhiét tinh,
ton tai gan 900 nim, nguoi sau ménh danh dai hoc dau tién trén thé giol, 1o
duc dao luyén vo van nhén tai, dong song boi _dudng sinh lyc cho blet bao
khéi oc, trai tim. Mot phan do chinh sach muébn ap dat mot cach quyet ligt
chu thuyet Ki-té gido, trong phap lénh, Hoang dé tuyén bo: “Tu ray vé sau
khong than dan nao duoc phép giang day trlet Iy hoac giai thich luat 1€ &
Athens.” Khi hay sy the bat mén hét strc, mot so thanh vién roi bo Hoc Vién
ra di, mot s6 qua Ba Tu, mot so sang Trung Pong, tat ca mang tam trang tri
thire luu vong. Dau thé, do van vuong kho dit, mot s6 van o lai song am
tham, Hoc Vién khong tat th tic khac, ma lay lat kéo dai cudc doi toi thoi
Trung co, thé ky XV.

Cudc doi rang r& nhu thé vay ma nguoi sau van khong biét cudi cing 6ng
thé nao. Va cling chang al hay buo1 dau ong c6 lap gia dinh, c6 vg, co con
khong, ma chi biét may chuc triét pham dé lai cho doi, trong s6 d6 Cong Hoa
gilr vai tro quan trong! Du sao doc gia cling chang can mat cong di vao van
dé tha tu va sip x&p tac pham cua Plato. D6i thoai thtr hai, Timaeus, lién hé
v6i Cong Hoa, ddi thoai thir ba, Critias, lién hé voi Timaeus, ba ddi thoai
hop lai thanh tac pham bd ba, song Cong Hoa ty nd 13 tac pham tron ven.
Khong c6 chi dau nao cho thiy thoi gian sang tac, trir phong cach manh liét,



dac biét khi so voi tac phém nhu Luat Phap co 1€ viét lac tudi doi xé chiéu,
biéu 10 kinh nghiém cudc doi va nhan thic gia dan. Tac phim con mang
nhan dé thtr hai, Ban vé cong binh. Lién hé hai tén goi giai thich diy du
trong ddi thoai, ké chuyén vdi1 vé don gidn, trong sang, tu nhién, boi thé
Cong Hoa dugce ca triét hoc 1an vin hoc Hy Lap dé cao. Can minh dinh ban
chat cong binh, cudc tim hleu bat dau, mudn chimg nghiém khong gi bang
quan sat cong binh trong qudc gia 1y tuong. Khi kham pha su thé nguoi tim
hiéu c6 thé nhan ra bang loai suy trong c4 nhan. Do do quoc gia ly tuong
duoc xay dung. Tién trinh xdy dung mot khi hoan tat, phan nay chiém phan
16n tac pham, nguoi tim hiéu s& nhin ra cong binh va ban chat cong binh
dugc xac dinh thoa dang. Nguoil tham du cudc dam dao gom Socrates, 130
nhan Cephalus, con trai Polemarchus, Glaucon, Adeimantus, anh Plato,
Thrasymachus, thanh vién triét phai Sophist duong thdi, va may ngudi nita.

X2 hoi & thoi dai. Song thé nao viét thé nay. Khi viét triét pham Cong Hoa
tGi phan tam dé cap bon thé ché chinh tri dwong thdi, Plato ké co ché trudce
goi 1 vi danh (timokratia) sau goi 1a tai ban (timarchia), co ché qua dau
(oligarchia), co ché dan chu (demokratia), co ché doc tai (tyrannia). Loai xa
hoi 6ng goi 1a vi danh hay tai ban la loai ngay nay khong c6 hinh thire thyc
su tuong du’ong, vi 10 rang ong phac ta nét co ban cua xa hdi thanh quoc
Sparta bay gio. Nhung doi véi ong, Sparta qua thuc quan trong, mot s6 nét
x@ hot ly tuong cua ong bat nguon tir d6. La thanh phan quy toc quan phiét,
song ky lut, song tu hao, dan Sparta lam chu rudng dat va dan so, ho 1a
Spartias, giai cap thong tri, dudi ho 1a peritoikoi, thanh phan tu tri dugc phép
budn ban 1am an, cudi cing 12 heilotes, thanh phan bi tri, no 1¢ phai lao dong,
phuc vu, khong s& dic ti gi. Pam heilotes 13 ndng nd cay sau cubc bam sinh
lg1 cho chu nhan Spartias; ho c6 thé bi trung binh phuc vu chién tranh, trong
s6 d6 thinh thoang c6 nguoi duoc tra tu do, song tong quat ma no1 ho khong
c6 quyén hoic loi gi hét. Hang ndm phap quan tuyén chién véi ho, vi thé giét
noéng nod la thanh tich, khong phai sat nhan; mat vy Sparta theo doi thuong
xuyén va chit ché; néu thay trong so c6 phan tir t6 ra chong doi, bat man,
mat vu ha sat tirc thi khong thuong tiéc.

Vi 1 thiéu s6 chil nhan sdng véi da sb bay t61, ludn ludn lo s¢ ndi day, nhiéu
truong hop dé xay ra, dan Sparta theo 16i song dac biét. Ho 1a giai tang quan
phiét, trong do ca nhan tuyét d6i phuc tong cdng doéng. Mdi cong dan 1a mot
chién binh. Gido duc, hon nhan, nhiéu mat sinh hoat thuong nhat ap dung
khe khat nham duy tri kha nang quén sy. Trong cudn History of Greece
(Lich su Hy Lap), an ban 1967, trang 132 J. B. Bury ghi: “Dura tré vura ra doi
lién duoc dem dén dé trudng toc xem xét. Néu truong toc thiy yéu dubi hoic
bénh tat, dira tré s& bi dem di dé ¢ suon nai cho chét. Lén bay, dua tré s&



duoc giao cho vién chire nha nude trong nom. Viée giao duc hoan toan nham
dao luyén dua tre chiu dyng gian kho, huan luyén dua tré tuén theo ky luat,
nudi dudng dua tré co tdm hén tin tudng, tinh than hy sinh vi thanh quoc
Pén tudi hai muoi, tat ca tré trai tdp dugt trong ngdi trudng khong 16 theo
mo hinh quan dg1.” Tai day, dam tré thu huan dudi su hudng dan cta thanh
nién tudi tir hai muoi dén ba muoi, sd nay van chua toi tudi duoc cong nhan
1a cong dan chinh thirc. Pén hai muoi tu6i dam tre thy huén quén sy va dugc
phep lap gia dinh; nhung tat ca van phai song trong doanh trai, chi thinh
thoang Ién vé tham vg. Pén ba muoi tuoi, dam tré tro thanh cong dén chinh
thire. Tuy c6 thé séng & nha, song tat ca van phai vao doanh trai an tap thé,
dong gop phan an rat ra tir cong dat moi dan Sparta s¢ hitu, cong dat khong
dugc chuyén nhuong, ma do néng nd cay cdy sinh loi. J. B. Bury viét tlep
“Ky luat ciing ap dung voi thiéu nir. Sinh hoat chung voi thiéu nién, thiéu ni
tap thé dyc. Khi tap tat ca déu & tran, dau thé ho khong coi 1 bat nha. Ho
song coi mo, 101 song tuong phan 16i séng khép kin cua phy nir thanh quéc
khac. Ho noi tleng giit gin trinh tiét. Tuy nhién, néu chinh quyén chi thi sinh
con cho thanh quoc, khong hé thic mac, ho tuan 1énh tac thi, du biét viéc
lam vi pham, cha dap tinh céach thiéng liéng lién hé hon phdi doi hoi.” Ngudi
Sparta khong dugc phep s¢ hiru cua cai dudi hinh thire vang hoac bac, ho
tiép tuc str dung tién bang sat. Cam song xa hoa, ho séng that don gian. Ca
nhan khong c6 thé dung trong thanh qudc; ca nhan khong co doi tu, van dé
riéng. C4 nhan séng trong doanh trai, theo ky luat nha binh, luén ludén sin
sang chién dau vi thanh qubc. Boi thé thud d6 mic du khong gay han, dan
Sparta 1a d6i quan hung hau khap Hy Lap.

Co ché bao gom vuong quyén thé tip, bau cir pho thong, tuyén chon phap
quan va hoi dong tru:é’ng 130, dic biét kinh trong tudi tac va kinh nghiém; hoi
vién hoi dong 1a nguoi trén sau muoi, trong Cong Hoa muén 13 vé qudc tudi
phai nim muoi. T6 chirc thanh qudc Sparta khién nhiéu ngudi khap Hy Lap,
trong luc dia, trén hai dao chi y; hoan chinh va don gian lam nhiéu nguoi ua
thich, nhung it ngudi muén song trong do. Mé thich that day, song ho cling
ché bai, nhan dinh Plato dua ra d6i v6i co ché vi danh la dién hinh. Ong chi
trich tinh trang boc 10t giai cap ha luu, do la quan h¢ sai trai gita nguoi
thong tri va ngudi bi tri, sy thé dwong nhién dan tdi bat hoa, mau thuan tram
trong. Ong phé binh tinh trang tri thic tu ting; ngum thanh quéc it suy tu,
dau oc thuong thién can. Co ché 1a vay, song ho noi tiéng ham lo1; vi thé co
che tai ban bi 1én an la co che phuc vu tu san, bi nghiém cam trong thanh
quéc 1y tuéng, va la mam mong phat trién long tham ca nhan. Tom lai, xa
hoi Sparta va xa hoi tai ban ¢ vu diém 14 t6n trong ky luat, dé cao luat phap
va ca ngol can dam, song dan don, tham lam, tan bao d6i véi thanh phan
kém may man. Rat c6 thé ciing nhu nhiéu nguoi Hy Lap bay gio, Plato ¢6



cam tinh voi Sparta, song 6ng nhin rd giéi han cua thanh qudc. Co ché
Sparta khong co6 co ché tuong tu, trir dao Crete. Trai lai, ba loai co che xa
hoi Plato ké tén lai pho thong. Thuc thé, theo sir, c6 thé ndi mét cach tong
quat vao thé ky V va IV TCN thanh quéc khap Hy Lap mot 13 theo co ché
dan chu, hai 1a co ché qua dau, ba 1a lac dac d6 day co ché doc tai. Trong
cudc chién Peloponnesos giita thanh qudc Athens va thanh qudc Sparta kéo
dai 27 ndm, ngudi theo co ché qua dau tng ho Sparta, ngudi theo co ché dan
cha vé phe Athens. Phe phai khac biét, tinh trang mau thuan gia ting, nghi
ngo phat trién, thu nghich tré thanh nghlem nhién, vi phe dan chu hay phe
qua dau thuong coi phe phai trén thanh qudc. Trong phan 8, doan 556e ndi
to1 phe nay can trg giip tir bén ngoai chéng lai phe kia, Plato to ra kinh ngac,
do phe phai ma xay ra nhan dan bat hoa, qudc gia phan ly, mau chay chan
hoa. Trong cudn sir cua 6ng, phan II, doan 82, sir gia Thucydides to ¥ tuong
tur, song dién td ddm nét ngdm ngui: “Hai phe déu tuyén bo trong thdm tam
lic nao cling nghi toi loi ich cua thanh qudc, nhung trong thue té ca hai chi
nham nam quyén kiém soat chinh tri, va gianh giat ngo hau chiém thé chu
dong, thuong phong ¢ hai d@m minh trong cuc doan toi té chua tig thay.”

Doi vo1 Plato co ché qua dau quyen hanh trong tay thiéu s, 1a xa hoi trong
do quyen hanh va uy thé gan lién véi cta cai. Vi nguoi giau cé thudng it oi,
quyén hanh lai di doi voi tién bac, nén klem soat chinh tri roi vao tay | thleu
sO. Ngay quy toc ké thira (aristokratia), quyen hanh trong tay nhom Xuat sic
qua r6i, mic du trong nhiéu thanh qudc van con gia dinh cd kinh, nhu gia
dinh 6ng & Athens, song huyét thong phai song hanh v6i tai san, va huyet
théng tu no phan lon anh huong gioi han vé mat chinh tri. Dau chi no1 so
qua co ché qua dau, song ong cho thay thoi Ong thleu s6 dau so nim quyén
cai tri. Ong dic biét khong wa quyén hanh thudc vé cua cai. Ong nghi ngo
dong luc tu lg1 va anh hudng chinh tri do cua cai sinh ra; ong cho rang trong
co ché qué dau, trong xa hoi ham loi, trir tai, thé nao cling xdy ra tinh trang
ngu’oq giau khai thac, boc 16t ngudi ngheo, mirc do khong thuyén giam ma
gia tang theo thoi gian, do vay x4 hoi s& c6 van dé mau thuan va bat hoa.

Ban t61 co che dan chu, quyen hanh trong tay nhéan dan, Plato rat kinh
nghiém truc tiép tur thanh qudc Athens. Thoi 6ng, nguoi Hy Lap song thanh
thanh quéc, cong dong gom thanh pho va vung rudng dat trong trot, cay cay
xung quanh, dén dong qué san xudt cung cap phan 16n nhu ciu cho dan
thanh thi. Dan s thay d6i tuy theo dién tich va dia diém, phan 16n khong
dong duc nhu ngay nay. Dan s6 Athens thoi ong c6 18 khoang hai, ba tram
ngan gom cong déan, nguoi ty do va nguoi nd I€. Theo su, Athens dong dan
hon hét, nhiéu thanh qudc khong dong nhu thé. Trong sO cu dan nguol no 1¢
chiém khoang bay, tdm chuc ngan, nguoi ‘ngoai nhap’ hodc ‘kiéu cu’ chiém



khoang ba, bn chuc ngan. Hai thanh phan nay khong co quyén cong dan, do
vay khong cé quyen bau cir. SO cong dan dén tudi bau ctr, khoang bon, nim
chuc ngan. Ho bau Pai hoi dong gdm toan cong dan dan ong. Pai hoi dong
la co quan tdi cao quyét dinh moi viéc diéu hanh thanh quéc. Dud1 Pai hoi
dong 1a Hoi déng diéu hanh gdm 500 hoéi vién. Hoi dong diéu hanh chia
thanh uy ban, mdi Gy ban gém 50 héi vién, c6 nhi€ém vu hanh xr cong viéc
mot phan mudi thoi gian trong ndm. Chirc nang hoi déng diéu hanh quan
trong, song quyén hanh trong thuc té do phap luit quyét dinh: cong dan rat
tham chon nguoi dai dién, hoi vién tai chirc mot nam, khong cong dan nao la
hoi vién qua hai 1an. Boi thé Hoi dong diéu hanh khong bao gio trd thanh co
quan lién tuc véi chinh sach riéng biét. Pai hoi dong 13 co quan quyén luc t6i
cao. Toa an ciing do dan chung kiém soat. Xu kién déu dién ra cong khai
trudc boi tham doan, sb nay hinh thanh qua bbc tham va déan chang lya chon;
ngay ca phap quan ciing co thé bi boi tham doan xét xur neu pham luat trong
khi tai chirc. Xuat hién dau tién trong sinh hoat chinh tri qudc gia, co ché tao
an tuong tot xau 1an 16n. Co nguoi khen, c¢6 ngudi ché. Thucydides ghi don
gian ma ¥ nghia: “Co ché trao viéc diéu hanh quéc su cho dam dong mic stc
thao ting.” Ngdy nay c6 hoc gia miéu ta co ché nhu “chinh quyén do trung
cau dan ¥ thudng xuyén ma thanh.” Plato ciing to ¥ khong wa. Theo ong, ddi
v6i van dé chinh tri, dan ching thudong nhan dinh non nét, thiéu sét, sai 1am.
Hon thé dan chung khong c6 kinh nghiém hoac hiéu biét vé ngoai giao, kinh
té, quan su, van hoa, khoa hoc. Dan ching nhan xét theo cdm tinh hoac thanh
kién. Do vay lua chon khong xac dang, két qua loi it hai nhicu. Boi thé co
ché mo duong cho chinh khéach thu doan xuét hién. Ciing vi thé, mudn bao
v€ dia vi, ¢6 1€ ca loi 19c, tim du cach thoa mén dan ching, chinh khach st
dung phuong tién ma giao: thuyét glang, tuyén truyén. Chi nham mua chudc
cam tinh, bat ke udc muon dung hay sai, chinh khach khong bao gio da dong
su that tran truong hodc dua ra chinh sach khién dan chung kho chiu. Nhu
tay quang cao mai do ngoal cho, chi muén khach mua hang, cang nhiéu cang
tt, khong can thuc gia, tot xau thé nao, chinh khach ludn ludn tuyén bo 1a
ban chi thiét cia nhan dan, lic nao cling vi dan, do dan, béi dan! Co ché con
chura trong n6 dic tinh khién quan chiing mé say va tu hao: ty do. Ca nhén tu
do muén 1am gi thi lam. Vi thé co ché c¢6 vé da dang va khac biét, song hau
qua vo cung phan hoa. Dan chung thuong to ra khong chiu ép minh trong t6
chtrc bt ké chinh tri, ton gido, giao duc hay dao dirc. Tinh trang giau, ngheo
chénh 1éch khac thuong, xa hoi bién thanh dau truong am tham, quyét liét.
Tu do co ché ti hao 13 tu do cua hai qudc gia, hai thanh phan x3 hoi, gianh
giat miéng an hang ngay. Vé miat dao duc, co ché din téi budng tha. Plato
miéu ta xa hoi d6 kha sinh dong trong phan 8 triét pham, doan 562a-564e.

Co ché cudi cung la co ché doc tai. Plato nhan dinh co ché nay phat Xudt tir



tinh trang hon loan, chia ré& khi co ché dan chu bat dau bang hoai. Tuy thé,
ong khong nghi d6 1a quy luat tat yéu, bai lich st xua nay cho thdy van c6
nha doc tai ich qubc loi dan, bai phén héa xa hoi 1a do phan tng ché 4o doc
doan cyuc ky gay ra. Theo 6ng, co ché doc tai can ban 13 ché do 0 tinh cach
ca nhan. Nha doc tai can ngudi theo. Thoat dau nha doc tai can vé si, _doi
quan bao vé gin lién voi minh vé quyén loi ciing nhu toi 4c. Tuy thé, vé co
ban, quyén hanh hoan toan ca nhan. Nha ddc tai 13 lanh tu, co ché co ban 13
thuc hién sé thich c4 nhan, chinh sich déc doan ciia mét ca nhan. Co ché doc
tai s¢ dic dic tinh tu huy. Nha doc tai khong chap nhan ddi tha, thé c6 nghia
1a trong s ddi thu c4 nhan nao ndi bat budc phai trir khir; c4 nhan nao cé thé
hoic s& duong dau voi minh s& bi loai bo. Nha doc tai thuong xuyén nghi
ngod, gy thu han, can chién tranh, bién dong bén ngoai dé dan chung bén
trong khong chu y sai 1am minh vap phai, toi 4 minh gy ra. Nha doc tai vé
co ban co thé goi la to1 pham. M& dau phﬁn 9, doan 571a, 6ng phan tich nét
tuong doéng gitta nha ddc tai va tén t6i pham, phdi hop trong ban than dic
tinh say sua, hiéu duc, dién cuéng. V61 ban tinh ham mé lam chu, nha doc tai
thudng khong lanh manh, doi ngudi nay 13 cude doi dam chim trong tdi 4c.

Phan tich hinh thai xa héi duong thoi nhin thay tai hoa cén sua déi Plato dé
nghi phuong sach. Ong thay ché do vi danh ¢ hai cai Xau: cai xau phén chia
xa hot, phan nay khai thac, st dung quyen luc dé nén phan kia; cai xau thiéu
sang sudt, ngudi Sparta ¢ thé c6 nhiéu durc tinh, song dang tiéc 1a ho khong
c6 kha nang tri thire dé hiéu minh dang lam gi, hau qua sé& ra sao, c6 loi hay
c6 hai d6i v6i nguoi khac, do vay nghi ngo tri thirc va moi sy viéc giai quyet
theo duong tri thirc. Ché 6 qua dau co cai xau co ban 1a ham mé cia cai, cai
xau nay da thay trong ché d6 vi danh. Néu 1a dong luc thuc day sinh hoat X
hoi, ham mé nhu thé chua han 1a ’ham mé lanh manh. Boi dia vi va quyen
hanh ma gan lién véi tién bac, néu cam quyén, thay vi cai tri, nguodl cam
quyén sé& khai thac, truc lgi. Ché d6 dan chu thiéu lién két, vé mat chinh trj
hay dao duc, nguoi dai dign va diéu hanh khong dugc tén trong dung muc.
Chinh quyén dan chu thuong thu dong thoa hi¢p, thay vi chu dong diéu
khién, 1anh dao lai mem déo nham dap tmg do1 hoi cua quan ching, do vay
dan t&i phan chia giai cip, xa hoi s& gom thanh phan gidu ¢6 va thanh phan
ngheo kho. Ché d6 doc doan mang trong nd cai nguy hai, thong thuong dugc
kiém ché, ban nang hung bao, doc ac tu do phat trién. Ké toi pham thi x& hoi
nao ciing ¢, nhiéu hoic it ma thoi, ngay ca trong che d6 qua dau, ché do dan
chu, nhung trong ché d6 chuyén ché hang nay xuat hién khong nhiing trong
xa hoi ma con xuat hién trong con nguoi, xa hoi do thanh phan t01 pham dicu
khién, dung dau 1a ma vuong chinh céng. Vay theo Plato mudn bao vé xa
hoi, mudn xay dung thanh qudc ngd hau dem lai hanh phuc cho toan thé con
nguoi, didu can lam 13 giai quyét dat khoat tinh trang ba khong: khong bat



hoa, khong bat luc, khong bat nhan nhu da ching kién & Athens va
Syracuse.



DAN GIAI TRIET PHAM CONG H

Phan 1. Pi xubng bén tau Piraeus xem 18 hoi vira du nhap tir Thrace, ving dat
man dong nam ban ddo Balkan, dan Athens t6 chtrc 1an dau, Socrates va
Glaucon bat d6 gip Polemarchus, Adeimantus, Niceratus cing may than
hiru. Lau méi gap lai ho lién moi hai nguoi vé nha 150 nhan Cephalus, than
phu Polemarchus. Té1 noi moi ngudi nghi ngoi, chuyén van. Cudc dam dao
xoay quanh van dé tudi gia, bat loi ctia tudi gia, bat hanh cta tudi gia. Trao
d6i y kién kha hao hung, cudi cung Cephalus va Socrates di t6i cau hoi: Thé
nao 1a céng binh? Sau d6 Cephalus rat lui dé con trai Polemarchus tiép tuc
dam luan véi khach quy Socrates. Dang vé ty tin, anh nay giai thich dinh
nghia cong binh Simonides dua ra ngay trude. Thi si nguoi dao Ceos sinh
nam 556 TCN mat nim 468 TCN trong vung quan dao Cyclades bao cong
binh 1a ctia ngudi ndo tra lai ngudi d6. Van dé nam o cho Simonides muon
no6i gi khi dung chir “tra lai’? Dudng nhu thi si chi mudn néi ‘xac dang’, vi
theo thi si ban chiat mon ng tuy thudc ban chat quan h¢ ton tai gilta do1 bén;
thuc ra thi s &m chi cong binh gém lam t6t cho ban va dem hai cho thu.

Socrates yéu cau Polemarchus dinh nghia danh tir ‘ban’. Polemarchus dap
ban la nguoi ta coi la tir té va thanh that, Socrates bao vi thuong xuyén nhan
dinh sai 14m ban tinh, tu cach con nguoi ta can phai than trong, néu khong s¢€
gy ton thuong cho nguoi tir té, 1am vay 1a phi luan, phan dtrc, hoac doi khi
tao phuong hai cho nguoi than tinh, lam thé 1a truc tiép mau thuan véi chi
truong cua Simonides. Mudn ra khoi ngd bi, van dé co vé tic nghén, 1ap tac
chuyen hudng ddi chiéu, Polemarchus noi y cua Simonides la thé nay: Gitp
ban néu ho 1a nguoi ti té, hai thu néu ho 1a nguoi x4u xa, lam vay la cong
binh. Pap 10i, rat ra tir loai suy, Socrates bao gdy ton thuong cho mot ngudi
chang khac gi bién ngudi d6 thanh kém dao dtrc, nhu vy khong cong binh.
Nhung lam thé nao ngudi cong binh, do hanh xtr cong binh ctia minh, cé thé
khién tu cach ngudi khac kém cong binh hon truée? Y tudng hoan toan trai
vOi 1€ thuong. Boi thé, do Polemarchus sira d6i, dinh nghia ctia Simonides
lai cho thay khong chinh xac. Pén day cam long chang dang Thrasymachus
tham gia tranh luan. Chang chut do dy, thanh vién triét phai Sophist dinh
nghia cong binh la ‘quyén lgi cia ké manh.’ Ho tro dinh nghia hoi vién
Sophist 1y ludn thé nay. O qubc gia nao cung vay, pham luat la bat chinh, vi
luat lam ra 1a dé phuc vu quyen loi ngudi cam quyén, ngudi cam quyén
manh hon thir dan. Boi thé, ndéi mot cach phd quat, ddu dau ciing vay, cong
binh la quyén loi cia phe manh, hodc strc manh 1a 1€ phai.

Nghe thay thé c6 vé noéng mit, Socrates dan 10i. Ong 16n tiéng rang ngudi



cam quyén thuong sai lam, ban hanh luat c6 hai cho quyén lgi cua chinh ho,
theo Thrasymachus céng binh doi hoi thir dan trong moi truong hop phai
tuén theo luét dat nudc, boi thé néu 1am cai gi phuong hai dén quyen loi cua
nguoi cam quyen thir dan ciing 1am diéu cong binh, nghia 1a cai khong phai
d6i voi quyén loi cua phe manh. Do v@y cong binh chinh tryc khong thé dinh
nghla la quyén lg1 cua phe manbh. Khong mudn di toi két luan nhu the rat lai
¥ kién da phat biéu, hdi vién Sophist giai thich no6i dung ra ngu’0°1 cam quyén,
churng nao con ngu’m cam quyén, khong thé noéi 1a pham sai 1am; do vay, dat
khoat ma néi, ngudi cdm quyén ludn ludén 1am luat nham loi ich cta chinh
ho, trong khi cong binh chinh trgc doi hoi thtr dan tuén theo. DPap loi
Socrates chu’ng minh nghé thut nao, do do ké ca nghé thuat cAm quyén,
cling cht ¥ toi quyén loi, khong phai cta nghé si hodc bé trén, ma cua tht
dan hodc bé dudi. Chot nghe ben  thay d6i chiéu hu:cmg dam dao
Thrasymachus khang dinh ngudi cam quyén d6i v6i thtr dan gidng myc phu
dbi v&i dan ciru, vO an nham loi ich riéng tu; bat cong bat chinh thuc ra thuc
hién trén quy mo rong 16n twong d6i 1a chiéu hudng tot dep, sinh loi hon hét
con ngudi nén ap dung. Socrates bac bo ¥ kién trudc hét cho rang muc phu
chan nudi dan ctru 1a nham loi ich riéng tu, vi theo nguyén tac tu dat,
Thrasymachus chu truong, n6i ding ra, chirng nao con la myc phu, myc phu
chi nghi t&1 loi ich cta dan ctru. Va lai lam sao co thé giai thich su kién
ngudi cam quyén hy vong dugc dén bu cong lao, trir gia loi ich viéc cAm
quyén gia ting khong phai cho ngudi cAm quyén, ma cho thtr dan? Né6i ding
ra nghé si nao ciing nhan thu lao qua trung gian tay nghé, nhung truc tiép tir
cai Socrates goi la “vi dén bu, vi loi ich” thuong di theo nghé¢ thuat khac.
Thr dén, dé cip quan diém bat cong bat chinh hoan toan co loi hon cong
binh chinh truc hoan toan, roi tir Thrasymachus 6ng rut ra khang dinh cong
binh chinh tryc chi la ban chat tu nhién, trong khi bat céng bat chinh 1a
duong 16i that su tot dep, do vay la khon ngoan, kha ai va manh li¢t. Sir dung
ngodn tir khéo 1éo nham giai quyet van dé ong don ép hoi vién Sophlst thira
nhan: (1) nguoi bat cong bat chinh tim cach vuot xa ca ngudi cong binh
chinh tryc 13n ngudi bat cong bat chinh trong khi ngudi cong binh chinh truc
chi nhim vuot xa ngudi bat cong bat chinh; (2) ngudi cd tay nghé diéu
luyén, do vay thanh thao, va boi thé khéo 1éo, ¢ géng vuot xa hoac lam hon,
khong phai nguoi tai gi61, ma nguoi kém coi; (3) cho nén ngudi khéo 1¢o,
thanh thao khong tim cach vuot xa ngudi nhu ho, ma chi vuot xa ngudi
khong nhu ho, do d6 ta co thé két ludn nguoi céng binh chinh truc thanh
thao, khéo 1éo, nguoi bat cong bat chinh kém coi, dan don. Sau d6 ong tiép
tuc chimg minh bat cong bat chinh thudng tao ra mau thuan, phan ly, trong
khi céng binh chinh tryc dan t6i hai hoa va dong thuan; bat cong bat chinh
thu tiéu kha ning hanh dong két hop trong ca thanh qubc 1dn con ngudi ca
thé, va boi thé 1a yéu té suy nhuoc, khong phai yéu to cuong liét. Sau hét,



ong tim cach chirng minh nhu con mat, nhu 16 tai, nhu moi thtr, ¢6 phan viéc
hoic chitc niang hoan thanh, sé dic dic tinh qua d6 va chi qua d6 théi, tim
tri ¢6 thé thuc hién phan viéc. Ptc tinh nay cia tim tri 13 cong binh chinh
truc. Do vay, néu khong c6 cong binh chinh truc, tam tri khong thé hoan
thanh phan viéc tot dep, va tam tri tw n6 khong thé song sung sudng. Tir d6
suy ra ngudi cong binh chinh tryc sung suéng, ngudi bat cong bat chinh kho
sO; va boi vay bat cong bat chinh khong bao gio c6 loi hon cong binh chinh
tryc. Tuy thé ong thira nhan 1y luan nhu vay van khong du stc thuyét phuc
dbi voi tam tri, vi ong chua tim ra ban chét thuc su cua cong binh chinh truc.

Phan II. M& dau phan hai Glaucon va Adeimantus tiép tuc phan viéc
Thrasymachus bo dé. Hai ngudi hoan hi tin twdng cudc do1 cong binh chinh
tryc thuc ra thich hon cudc doi bat cong bat chinh; nhung hai nguoi nhan
thiy ngudi ca tung cong binh chinh tryc da tan dwong qua dang loi ich ngoai
dién ma bo qua pham chat noi tai cia cong binh chinh tryc. Néu biét chic
chin khong bao gio ganh chiu bat cong bat chinh ngudi khac phai ganh chiu,
c6 ngudi nao sin sang lam dicu bat cong bat chinh khong? Co phai cong
binh chinh tryc 1a thoa hlep do nhu cdu can thiét trong doi séng xa hoi ma
thanh khong? Co6 phai vi nd1 dung va uy tin ctia cong binh chinh truc ma thi
sT 1am tho ca ngoi khong? Gia thir hién hitu trén cdi tran, than linh coi ngudi
cong binh chinh tryc va ngudi bat cong bat chinh ra sao? Nguoi tht hai co
thé 1am 18 hién sinh dé chudc t6i chang? Trong trudng hop d6 lidu nguoi do
c6 sung sudng nhu ngudi cong binh chinh tryc khi sang thé gidi bén kia, va
khong sung suéng bang nguoi cong binh chinh tryc lac ¢ thé gidi bén nay
khong? Socrates cong nhan cau hoi kho tra 161, ong dé nghi xem xét, tim
hiéu ban chat cong binh chinh tryc va bat cong bat chinh trén binh dién rong
hon, va trong pham vi l6n hon. Co thé xac nhan coéng binh chinh truc trong
thanh qudc ciing nhu trong ca nhan khong? Néu vay, su thé c6 s& phat trién
day du, va do d6 rd rang trong thanh quéc hon trong ca nhan khong? Ta hay
phac hoa thanh quoc phat sinh ra sao, sau d6 ta ctng co thé truy nguyén cong
binh chinh truc va bat cong bat chinh xuat hién thé nao?.

Tach biét khoi dong loai con nguoi khong thé ty tac sinh ton. Boi thé xa hoi
thanh hinh, thanh quoc xuat hién. Can nguyén doi hoi it nhat bon hodc nim
nguoi dong tinh nhét tri, s6 nguoi d6 cdu thanh phan dau tién trong viéc
phan chia lao dong, phan chia trd nén cang ngay cang nho vé kich thude va
sO luong khi thanh vién x3 hoi gia ting. Do d6 thoat tién x3 hoi chi c6 ngudi
lam rudng, ngu:(‘yi lam nha, nguoi lam gidy, nguodi may quan 4o. Chéng bao
lau s6 ngum nay s€ co thém nguoi thg mdc, nguoi thg ren, nguoi chan cuu,
ngudi nudi trau bo. Dan dan xuat hién budn ban, thi truong can san xuat bén
trong gia ting ngd hau chi tra hang hoa nhap cang tir bén ngoai. Thuc hién



trén quy mo rong 16n, san xuat s& khai sinh thanh phan phéan phéi, ctra hiéu
va tién té. Nhur vy thanh qudc doi hoi thuong nhén, thuy thu, chu tiém, cong
nhén lam thué. Cau thanh nhu vay, thanh quoc s€ dugc cung cap day du nhu
cau can thiét cho cudc séng, néu dan so khong gia tang qua u nhanh chong
so voi tai nguyén. Tuy nhién, neu mudn dugc cung ing d6 xa xi, cling nhu
nhu cau can thiét cho cudc song hang ngay, thanh quoc phai c6 thém dau
bep, thg banh, tho cao, dién vién, vii nit, thi si, y si, v.v... Do vy thanh qudc
s€ can dat dai rong rai, mudn thé c6 thé din toi chién tranh Vo1 nudc lang
giéng. Chién tranh can linh trang, binh si phai huin luyén can than, thanh
thao. B&i thé thanh qubc phai c6 dao quéan truc chién, hodc thanh phan vé
qué)c. Ho duoc lua chon thé nao, ho phai c6 phém chét ra sao? Ho phai khoe
manh, lanh lg, can truong, dan di, song nhé nhan, va c6 thién khiéu ddi véi
triét 1y. Nhung ho dugc giao dyc lam sao? Trude hét ta phai hét sirc than
trong vé thuc chat glang day cho v¢ quoc lac thiéu thoi. Chuyén doc khong
dugc chira dyng cai gi xGc pham pham gia than linh. Khong dugc phép
giang day cho thiéu nién hay than linh giao chién v&i nhau, than linh vi
pham thoa hiép; than linh dem lai cho thé nhan v6 van bat hanh; than linh
xuat hién dudi nhiéu hinh thu trén trai dat; than linh st dung doi tra dan dat
con nguoi.

Phan III. Ciing khong duoc khuyén khich thiéu nién s¢ chét vi nghe ké cudc
doi twong lai 14 cude doi am dam. Khong duoc miéu ta ngudi noi tiéng limg
danh co vé bat xung, 16 lang, wa khoai lac. Trai lai, dé su dung lam phuong
tién gido duc, chuyén nao cting phai ham ngu, chuyén tai su that, diing cam
va tiét d6. Thir dén, hinh thic qua d6 chuyén pho dién, sé& tac dong 16n lao
ban chat anh huong cua chuyén. Thi ca c6 thé thuan tiy mé phong nhu trong
kich pham, thuan tay thuat su nhu trong tung thi, hodc phdi hop ca hai nhu
trong anh hung ca. Mot ngudi khong thé 1am hodc bat chudc nhiéu thir ma
hy vong thanh cong. Do d6, néu phai hoc hoi md phong, vé qudc chi duoc
phép mo phong ngudi ¢b ca tinh cao ca va kha 4i. Van phong qua nguoi nhu
thé noéi va viét luén luén don gian va nghiém tc, hiém thay xen 1an mo
phong. Do 1a van phong vé quoc dugc phép str dung, va thi sT dam nhan cong
viéc gido duc budc phai sang tac. Déi voi ca khic, hoa am va nhac cu quy
dinh cling phai ap dung nghiém can. Am nhac éo 13, suét mudt khong duoc
phep du nhap vao thanh quéc ly tuong. Vé nhac cu khong sir dung tat ca
ngoa1 dan lyra, dan kithara va ong tiéu. Tiét diéu _phtre tap cling loai bo, chi
gitr lai tiét diéu don gian. Quy dinh nhu Vay 14 nham nuoi dufong, co vii, phat
trién trong tAm tri hoc sinh ¥ thirc vé céi dep, cai hai hoa, cai can doi, ba y
niém s& anh huong toan bo tinh tinh cing cung cach cu xir cta hoc sinh dbi
v6&i nhau. Ban luin vé &m nhac xong xudi, Socrates tién tGi ban luan vé thé
duc. Thirc an hang ngay cua vé qubc phai don gian, diéu do, lanh manh. Nhu



vay s& giup vé qudc khoi can y si khuyén nhu, trir trudng hop dic biét. Dén
day ta nén nhd coi thé duc chi lién hé t6i thé xac nhu 4m nhac dbi vGi tam tri
14 quan niém sai 1am. Trai lai, ta nén biét thé duc phat trién yéu td ning
dong, y nhu Am nhac md mang yéu t6 suy tu trong ban tinh con ngudi. Muc
dich 16n lao cta gido duc 1a t6i luyén va phdi hop hai yéu t6 d6 thanh tong
hop hai hoa, can dbi.

Gio duc va ky luat dé dao luyén vé quoc 1a vay. Thudc thanh phan tinh hoa,
ho s¢€ la 601 tuong dé lya chon nguoi cam quyen diéu khién thanh quéc. Ho
phai lon tudi, sang sudt, man can, nhat la ai quoc vi tha hon hét. P6 1a ve
quoc chan chinh cua thanh quéc; sé con lai goi la tro thu. Hon thé mudn
thuyét phuc quan chung tin tudng su viéc 6n dinh nhu vay 1a hop 18 va cong
binh, ta phai ké cho ho nghe chuyén dé ho hiéu ty cin nguyén ho dugc nhao
nan tir 1ong trai dat, me dé ra van vat, muodn loai; mudn cau thanh than linh
da hoan hi tron vang trong mot 5O, bac trong s6 khac, sat, dong trong s6 con
lai. S6 dau tién sé& 1 vé qudc, s6 thir hai tro thi, s6 tha ba 1a nguoi lam rudng
va nguoi lam nghe quy lut nay phai tuan theo, duy tri hét strc can than, néu
khong thanh qudc thé nao cing s€ tiéu vong. Cudi cung ta phai l1ap dung
doanh trai trong thanh quéc cho vé qudc va tro thu, ho s& séng & do, ho sé
song cudc doi day dan, dam bac, ho s€ ¢ trong tang, khong phai trong nha,
ho s¢& song nho dong gop cua nhan dan, nhat 13, ho s& khong so hitu céi gi 6
thé goi 1a cua riéng. Néu khong, hau nhu chic chin, ho s& trd thanh cho séi
trong rung, khong phai cho trong ctra gitr nha.

Phan IV. Nghe dén day bén cit tiéng phan d6i Adeimantus néi cudc doi cia
s ngudi lua chon mang danh v¢ qudc ching vui suong ti nao. Pap o1
Socrates bao c6 1€ thé that, song d6 khong phai Van dé. Muc dich cua nguoi
cam quyén chin chinh la lam cho toan thé thanh qudc gom ba thanh phan ve
qudc, tro thi, san xuat sung suong. Myc dich bugc nha cam quyén phai dé y
nhiém vu cua vé qudc. Thtr nhat, vé qudc phai cb gang thu ti€u khuynh
hudng qua giau hodc tinh trang qua ngheo trong thanh phan thanh qubc. Tha
nhi, v¢ quoc phai canh giac d6i v6i khuynh hudng mo rong bién cuong. Thir
ba, v€ quoc phai dap tat trc thi moi y dinh d6i méi Am nhac va thé duyc. Quy
dinh 13t vat c6 thé dé phap quan hién thoi tuy nghi quyet dinh, nhung 1€ hoi
va nghi thuc ton giao phai can cu vao sim ngir do than linh dén tho Delphi
truyen phan. Pén day sau khi phac hoa qua trinh ngoi 1€n cua thanh quoc tur
dau dén cudi Socrates trd lai cau hoi: The nao la cong binh chinh tryc? Ta
tim cai do & cho nao trong thanh quoc‘? Néu t6 chirc hop 1y, thanh qudc phai
hoan hao. Néu hoan hao, thanh qudc phai hiéu blet can dam, tiét do va cong
binh. Vi vdy, coi dirc hanh cua thanh quoc nhu sO luong da dinh, cau thanh
bang hiéu biét, can dam, tiét do va cong binh, néu c6 thé tim thay ba sb, bang



chinh tién trinh d0, ta s& kham pha ra ban chat s6 thir tu. Hiéu biét cua thanh
qudc hién nhién tap trung & thanh phan thiéu sé vé qudc hodc phap quan.
Can dam cta thanh quéc hién nhién quy tu ¢ thanh phén tro tha, va co ban
bao gém tham dinh ding dén cai gi thuc su dang s, cai gi khong thuc su
dang s¢. Thuc chét cua tiét do 1a kiém ché. Thuc chat cua tiét d6 chinh tri
nim & chd thira nhan quyén niang cua ngudi cAm quyén, thai do tng ho va
tun theo ctia thir dan. Thuc chat d6 khong quy tu ¢ thanh phan dic biét, nhu
hiéu biét va can dam, ma phan tan khap thanh qubc dudi hinh thirc tan dong,
hodc hai hoa d6i voi dé tai. Nhu thé 13 ta d3 tim ra ba sd, vay sd thir tu O
dau? Sau khi loai bo hiéu biét, can dam va tiét do, ta théy van con co cai trg
gitip cho ba cai kia nay nd, phat trién trong thanh quoc, dong thoi duy tri ca
ba nguyén ven. Vdy cai d6 han phai 1a cong binh. C6 thé dinh nghia cai d6
nhu cai day moi ngudi cham chu vao viéc cua minh, khong xen vao viéc cua
ngudi khac, cai két ndi, lién hop ba thanh phan trong thanh qudc, giit mdi
thanh phén & vi tri ciia minh. Trai lai, thuc chét cta bat cong chinh tri tu tap
& tinh than can thiép, thai @ nhom ngé tran ngap ca ba thanh phan, dua day
moi thanh phén can thi¢p vao nhi€ém s&, dung cu, bon phan cua hai thanh
phan kia.

Ta hiy 4p dung két qua vira ké vao con nguoi ca thé.

Cai gi xuat hién trong thanh qudc cling xuat hién trong con nguoi ca thé. Boi
I€ 1am sao cai d6 co thé di vao thanh qudc néu khong di qua con nguoi sdng
trong thanh qudc? Do vay ta hy vong tim thiy trong con nguoi ca thé ba can
nguyen tuong tmg vo1 ba thanh phan trong thanh quoc. Ta thtr do xét xem hy
vong nhu thé c6 thanh tyu hay khong? Hai xung dong d6i nghich cung ton
tai trong tam tri khong thé phat xuat tir cung nguodn gbc. Nguoi khat nuée
thudng khong mudn udng. Nhu vay chic han c6 hai can nguyén trong nguoi
do, mot thuc day, mot ngin can nguoi do uong Can nguyén trén xuét phat tir
thém mudn hodc udc ao, cin nguyen dudi bat ngudn tir suy luan hoic 1y
luan. Vi thé ta co it nhat hai yéu t6 riéng biét trong tam tri, mot hop 1y, mot
phi ly, them mudn hodc udc ao. Theo da twong ty ta thay phai tim cho ra yeu
to tha ba, do la cam g1ac buc boi, nong nay, tirc gian va co thé goi do 1a yéu
t6 hung hang, s6i noi, dit dan. Khi xay ra phan ly giita cin nguyén hop ly va
can nguyén phi ly, can nguyén thur ba luén luén dimg vé phe can nguyén
trén. Boi thé ta c6 yeu t6 hop 1y, yéu to hung hang va yéu to thém muon
trong con nguoi ca thé twong tmg vai vé quoc, tro thu va thanh phan san xuét
trong thanh quoéc. Do vay con nguoi ca thé hiéu biét dy 14 vi tinh trang hiéu
biét cua yeu to hop ly; can dam &y la vi tinh trang can dam cua yéu to hung
hang; tiét do Ay 1a vi yéu t6 hop 1y chi ph01 voi sy dong tinh day du cua hai
yéu t6 kia; va cudi cing coéng binh, khi mdi yéu t6 thuc hién phan viéc cua



minh khong xia v6 phén viéc ctia yéu to khac. Hai hoa bén trong cuia tAm tri
c6 he 16 ra bén ngoai khi thye hién viéc lam thuong coi la cong binh, dong
thoi tranh xa nhiing gi 14 bat cong khong? Trai lai, bat cong quiy rdi, xdo
tron chirc nang cia ba can nguyén; thi tiéu tinh trang dong thuan va hai hoa
cua ba can nguyén thé hién ra bén ngoai duoi nhiéu hanh vi trong to1 khac
nhau. Vay cong binh 1a thir hai hoa tu nhién va théi quen lanh manh, trong
khi bat cong 1 thir bat hoa va chimg bénh trai ty nhién, khong binh thuong
ctia tim tri. Néu vdy, duong nhién chang can tim hiéu cai nao ich loi ddi voi
nguoi s hiru.

Phan V. Pén day dang tién hanh miéu ta tinh trang da dang chinh yéu cta co
ciu tAm linh va té chtrc chinh tri Socrates bi Polemarchus va Adeimantus cat
ngang. Dugc mAay than hitu tan dong, hai ngu:0’1 yéu cau ong g1a1 thich chi
tiét tap thé phu nr va thiéu nhi trudc d6 dng nodi phot qua. Ong mién cudng
lam theo y€u cau. Theo ong, ntr gidi phai duge huan luyén va giao duc y hét
nam gio1. Vi nir g10'1 cung c6 thé tap duot 4m nhac va thé duc nhu nam gidi;

cing nhu nam gidi, nir gioi biéu 16 kha nang dang ké d6i voi hoat dong khac
nhau, khac bi¢t duy nhat 13 khac biét vé murc do, khong phal thé loai, bat
nguon tir sy kién vé mit st lue, co thé nir gioi yéu hon nam gidi. S6 phu nir
d6 chimg t6 c6 thé tham duy triét hoc hay chién tranh, s& két hop véi vé quoc
hogc trg thu, chia s¢ nhi¢ém vy va tr¢ thanh ban doi. Néu hinh thanh, quan hé
lién két phai hoan toan dit dudi quyén kiém soat cta phap quan va chirc sic
ton gido ching gidm; con ra doi s€ tach khoi cha me dem di nudi dudng
trong co s& do thanh quéc to chirc. Theo cach nay, va chi cach nay thoi, méi
c6 thé khién vé quéc va trg thu doan tuyét, thu tiéu y dinh tu httu, do do s&
c¢6 v thirc théng nhat vé quyén loi, y thic d6 sé duy tri tinh trang hai hoa,

lanh lin, tron ven giita hai co thé, va gitra thanh phan ca thé cta hai con
nguoi. Sau d6 Socrates dua ra nguyén tic huxmg dan thiéu nién di vao nghé
thuat chién tranh, d6i xir v6i ké hén nhat, ngudi can truodng; cudng doat tir
thi, thiét 1ap thanh qua chién pham.

Pén day dau thira nhan tap thé phu nir va thiéu nhi nhu thé vé nhiéu mat rat
dang quy, song Adeimantus yéu cau Socrates chimg minh bing cach nao,

dén bao gio co thé thuc hi¢n tinh trang sy viéc nhu thé. Pap 10i ong luu y
Adeimantus muc dich téi hau o ong tung theo duoi 13 phéc ta thanh quoc hoan
chinh, qua do hy vong tim thdy ban chat cong binh, Mudn thyc hién cong
d6ng nhu thé trong thuc té hoan toan 1a van dé thu yeu khéng hé anh hudng
tinh trang lanh manh cua duong 161, hodc su that cua két qua. Poi hoi hop 1y
¢ Ong ay la ching to lam thé nao chinh thé bat toan, hién hitu trong hién tai,
hau nhu c6 thé dua vao hoa nhap hai hoa véi thanh quéc hoan chinh vira
miéu ta. Mudn dua t6i két qua 16n lao d0, thay doi co ban 1a can thiét, va chi



mot thoi. Quyén hanh chinh tri tdi thuong, béng moi cach, phai trao tay triét
gia. Nhiam loai bo chdng d6i nghich 1y ndy thé nao cling bat gip, ta hiy tim
hiéu ban chat triét gia chan thuc. Trudc hét triét gia chéan thyc la nguoi ham
mé hiéu biét trong moi nganh Chd nay ta phai can than, phan biét nguoi yéu
hiéu biét chan thyc véi ngum yéu hiéu biét gla tao. Piém phéan biét 13 thé
nay. Nguoi yéu hiéu biét gia tao bang 1ong voi viée tim hiéu, nghién ctru du
thir vat thé ngoan muc ta thiy xuét hién xung quanh, trong khi nguoi yéu
hiéu biét chan thuc khong bao gio thoa mén chimg nao chua di sau vao ban
chat chan thién trong chinh né. Tinh trang tri thirc cia ngudi trén ¢ thé miéu
ta 1a y kién, tinh trang tri thirc ctia ngudi dudi ¢ thé miéu ta 1 hiéu biét thuc
su, hoac nhan thirc. Vi ta ¢6 hai thai cuc: (1) hién hiru thuc sy nhan biét bé‘tng
nhan thuc; (2) phu dinh hién hitu, hodc phi hién hiru, phu dinh nay ddi voi
pha dinh hiéu biét, hodc khong biét nhu hién hitu thuc sy d6i v6i nhan thirc.
bung gitra hién hiru thuc sy va phi hién hiru 1a hién hitu hién tuong; nam
giita nhan thirc va bat tri 1a y kién. Boi thé ta két luan ¥ kién thira nhan hién
hitu hién tuong. Ngu0’1 nghlen ctru hién hiru thuc su phai goi la ngu:0’1 yeu
hiéu biét, hoic triét gia; ngu:(n tim hiéu thuc thé hién twong phai goi 1a nguoi
yéu y kién, khong phai triét gia.

Phan VL. Do do ta biét phan biét triét gia chinh hiéu voi triét gia gia hieu. Va
hién nhién, néu cd, nguoi trén sé& duoc dé cir lam vé qubc. Hay ké pham chat
ctia triét 1y chan thuc: (1) hang hai tim hiéu hién hiru thuc sy; (2) cim ghét
gia doi, say mé su that; (3) coi thuong tha vui thé xac; (4) 1anh dam véi tién
bac; (5) tam hon cao thuong, tu tudng hao phong; (6) cong binh va hoa nhi;
(7) nhan thic mau le; (8) tri nhé minh man; (9) tinh khi vui vé, 6n hoa, binh
thuong. Pén day Adeimantus moi phan bac. Mac du khong phu nhan
Socrates 1y luan sac bén, song Adeimantus van thay trong thuc te hoc vién
tan tinh theo dudi triét hoc thuong tré thanh quai dan, vo dung, néu khong hu
hong hoan toan. Socrates dap su that la vay, nhung trach ctr ai trude tinh
trang nhu thé? Khong phai triét hoc, ma tinh trang sa doa cua chinh tri va
chinh khach duong thoi. Ci nhin tinh hudng sy viéc hién thoi du rg, do anh
huong thu dich tur nhiéu phia, khuynh hudng triét Iy chan thuc co nguy co
suy doi; khi so nguoi té ra 1a triét gia chan chinh bi 16i cudn dit bo khong
theo duoi triét hoc, ddm hoc vién tao lao, bat lyc theo tru.’O’ng phai nguy bién,
16 bich thay thé tirc thi day dua triét hoc vao vong céi 1on om som. Tiép tuc
duong cu, cuong quyét khong roi bo trlet hoc, khudec tir chinh tri vi gh€ tom,
néu co thé tranh n¢ hau qua tai hai khi tiép xtic voi thé gidi, so it than nhién
chap nhan thuc té.

Lam thé nao stra d6i tinh trang t&€ hai nhu thé 2



Thanh quéc phai dleu hanh viéc nghién ctru triét hoc, thanh quéc phai chi y
hoc sinh theo dudi triét hoc dang nguyén tac va ding tu01 doi. Pén day h1en
nhién co the hy vong khi ta khang dinh muon phat trién tot dep thanh quéc
phai do triét gia cam quyen diéu khién. Néu su viéc ky vong dién ra, (tai sao
lai khong?) thanh quoc 1y tuong thé nao clng ¢o thé thyc hién trén thé gian.
Vi thé tom lai ta c6 thé két luan. Co ché vira miéu ta 1a co ché tot dep hon
hét, néu c6 thé thuc hién; thyc hién kho khan, song khong phai khong thé
Vay suy ra r0 rang triét gia chan thuc 13 ve quoc chén chinh cua thanh quéc
Iy twong. Vi thé Socrates quay sang ban van dé gido duc vé quoc. Trude do
ong ¢o ké mot sb thir thach vé qudc phai luyen tap, trude khi dugc trao
quyén nhu phap quan. Bay gio 6ng t1ep tuc noi ngoai viéc do ra, v¢ quoc
phai thy huan nhiéu mon hoc, tir thip 1én cao, mirc d6 gia ting dan dan,
nham trac nghiém hon ntta kha nang tri thirc va dao duc. Nhu:ng mon hoc
cao hon hét 1a thé nao? Cao hon hét 1a tim hiéu chén thién, ai ciing mong
mudn s dac, dau chang ai c6 thé giai thich rd rang ban chat. Vay, vé quoc
phai nghién ciru chan thién phai khong? Vi néu khong lam sao vé qudc cod
thé thyc thi bon phan, hoan thanh nhiém vu?

Chan thién 1a gi? Adeimantus hoi. Socrates thu thuc 6ng khong thé tra 15i
dit khoat. Ong chi c6 thé pho dién khai niém vé cai d6 bang loai suy. Trong
thé gig1 giac quan ta c6 mat troi, con mat, vat thé hitu hinh. Tuong tng voi
nhiing cai do ta co trong thé gidi 1y tinh chan thién, cin nguyén, hinh trang
hay nguyén mau vat thé hitu hinh, hodc theo cach néi cua Socrates, ¥ niém.
Hoic ta c6 thé miéu ta quan niém tuong tu chinh xac hon nhu thé nay. Co
hai thé _giot: thé gii hiru hinh nhan thic bang con mat; thé gioi ly tinh nhén
thirc bang tri nang thuan tay. Moi thé gioi gom hai phan bat dau tur khong
chac chan hon hét t6i chac chan hon hét, mdi phan gorn (A) trong thé gidi
httu hinh, (1) hinh anh, tirc bong mo, hinh chiéu v.v...; (2) vat thé, tic vat
dung hiru hon hodc vo hon; (B) trong thé gidi 1y tinh, (1) tu duy 16-gic, dat
dugc nho tién dé gia dinh, tir d6 suy ra két luan, va st dung bang cach miéu
ta hang hai cta (A), tirc hinh thé; (2) nhén thirc thuan tay, trong viéc tim hiéu
khong sir dung vt thé hitu hinh, chi sir dung hinh trang co ban, trong d6 gia
thiét str dung nhu phuong tién dé dat toi nguyen Iy tuyét d6i dau tién, tir d6
suy ra két luan chac chan. Tuong tng voi bon loai vira ké ta c6 bon trang
thai tam linh, cling lai bat dau tur khong chic chan hon hét dén chic chan hon
hét: (a) tudong tuong, (b) tin tuong, (c) tu duy 16-gic, (d) nhan thirc thuan tay.

Phan VII. Socrates tiép tuc, muén hiéu }’/ nghia thuc su ctia gido duc nhu da
miéu ta, ta hdy hinh dung mdt sd nguoi tir khi sinh ra doi da bi xich trong
hang dong dudi mit dat, lung xoay lai 16i vao cira hang, sau lung lira boc
ngin ngut, gitta déng ltra va ti nhan c6 con dudng, doc con dudng co bic



tuong, bic tudong chay dai che khuat nguoi dang cit bude, nhung dé hinh
bong dd vat ho ddi trén dau do anh 1ta roi chiéu hit 1én buc tuong xoay mat
vé phia t nhan, ddi voi ho hinh bong d6 c6 vé 1a thuc. Bay gio gia du dugc
coi xich c6 ngudi trong bon di 1én nhin 4nh sang mit troi, dan dan quen voi
vat dung xung quanh, roi chéng bao lau hoc cach thuc su sir dung s6 do vat
d6. Nguoi nhu thé doi véi dam ti nhan cling nhu triét gia dugc gido duc
dung cach doi véi da sb con ngudi duge gido duc nira voi. Néu trd lai hang
dong, ngéi vao chd cii, lam viéc cii, trude hét nguoi do s€ b1 ddm tu nhan ché
cudi y nhu triét gia 1a dé tai cho dam dong giéu cot. Nhung mot khi lam
quen trd lai véi hang dong, hleu biét vat dung hat bong 1én buc tudng sé gitp
ngu:cn do vuot xa tu nhan ngoi trén mat dat. Theo cung cach tuong tu, triét
gia mot khi 1am quen tiép xtc voi thé gidi s& vuot xa ddi thu tran thé trong
viéc sir dung vii khi ctia ho. Viéc ndy ta phai thuc day vé qudc 1am bang
duoc.

Muén dua loai suy di xa hon nira, cing nhu than thé ngudi ti duoc coi xich
xoay quanh nham dwa mat nhin dang hudng, boi thé muc dich cta gido duc
la xoay chuyen tam tri ngd hau mat cua tdm tri, hodc 1y luan, c6 thé hu’ong
to1 dung d6i tuong. Gido duc khong phat sinh hay pha che nguyén tic mai
me; giao dyc chi hudng dan, diéu khién nguyén tac di ton tai. Lam thé nao
dé tam tri thay d6i quyét liét nhu thé? Qua nhiéu mat hoc hoi. Hoc hoi s& 16
kéo, dan dat tam tri di tir ngoai dién t61 nd1 ham, ngoai dién sang thuc the, tir
htru hinh den v0 hinh va truong ton, bat bién. Moi theo dudi thoi thiic tAm tri
suy ngam Ve ban chat c6t yéu cua sy vat s& dua tdi két qua nhu thé. Mén hoc
gdém ¢6: sd hoc, hinh hoc mat phang, hinh hoc ba chiéu, thién vin, hoa am,
bién chirng. Ban luan ban chat g1a0 duc ding cach xong xudi, Socrates dua
ra nguyén tic tong quat chon nguoi tlep nhén giao dyc nhu thé, va thoi gian
trong doi theo dudi mdi nganh hoc. Nhat 1a tim hiéu bién ching phap khong
nén bat dau qua som; néu khong, the nao ciing dan to1 su dung sai lam. Pén
day cham dit ban luan vé thanh qudc hoan chinh va mau ngudi hoan hao.

Phan VIIL. M¢ dau phan nay Socrates quay lai chu de ong khai mao cudi
phan bon. Ong dang néi, nhit 1a vé khac biét chinh yeu gitra co ciu tam linh
va to chirc chinh tri Adeimantus va Polemarchus 1én tiéng cat ngang. Chinh
thé xuét hién tir trudc toi gio ¢ thé tom gon trong nam loai, tiéu biéu 1a quy
toc, tai ban, qua dau, dan chu, chuyén ché hodc doc tai. Do d6 ciing c6 nam
loai mau nguoi tuong ung voi nam loai co ché. Socrates nhan manh vi thanh
quoc la san pham do mau nguoi hop lai ma thanh, boi thé co thé tim thay ban
chat thanh qudc trong ban chat miu nguoi song trong thanh quéc. Thanh
qudc hoan chinh va mau nguoi hoan hao, nghia la chinh thé quy toc va mau
ngudi quy toc da ban roi. By gid chi ban ngudn gc va miéu ta ban chit bon



loai thanh quéc va mau nguoi con lai. Cai gi co bat dau it c¢6 két thac, van
vat c6 sinh thé nao cling co tiu. Do vay, theo thoi gian phan hoa s& dién ra
gitra ba giai cap trong cong dong hoan chinh, va gnl:a thanh phan cac giai
cap. Két qua sé 1a tinh trang thoa hiép gitra hai g1a1 cap cao, dong tinh chap
nhén ho s€ phén chia tai san thanh quoc, day giai cap thtr ba xudng hang nd
1¢ hodc néng nd. Nét no6i bat ciia thanh quoc nhu thé s& 1a thanh phan hung
hang chiém uu thé, biéu 16 trong tinh than hiéu chién, nén néng, tham vong.
Vi thé Socrates goi 1a chinh thé vi danh (tlmokratla) hay tai ban (timarchia).
Tuong ung voi thanh qudc nay ta co mau nguoi vi danh hay tai ban, yéu t6
hung hang va long yeu danh du cling n01 bat trong mau nguoi do, va ta co
thé miéu ta mau nguoi do la con deé mau nguoi quy tdc, do anh huong xau
xa, da lanh xa phan nao khong min ma theo dudi khudén mau cia than phy
nita. Tham nhap chinh thé vi danh, ham muén cua cai phat trién, bién do6i
chinh thé d6 thanh chinh thé qua dau, ban chét cua chinh thé nay 13 quyén
hanh chinh tri cin cr vao kha ning tai chinh. Chu truong d6 1a sai 1am to
16n, dua t6i hdu qua tai hai, mot trong s6 hau qua trong cong d6ng nhu thé 1a
g1au cuc ky va ngheo mat hang ton tai song song. Thanh quoc chia thanh hai
giai tang, giai tang giau va giai tang ngheo, cam ghét, tim cach ham hai 1an
nhau. Ta c6 thé miéu ta mau nguoi qua dau nhu con dé mau ngudi vi danh,
su nghiép bdng dung cat ngin, con dé do d6 khong hang hai theo dudi danh
vong, ma tro thanh say sua theo duoi loi 1oc. Clng nhu thanh quéc qua dau,
mau nguoi qua dau phan héa bén trong, mac du co gitr ve mat bén ngoai, vi
muon thanh cong trong vi¢e s¢ déc ctia cai. Ham muén cta cai qua suc, ham
mudn do tham nhap thanh phan cai tri trong chinh thé qua dau dan dan sinh
ra g1a1 cap ngheo mat rép, cudi cung g1a1 cap nay vung 1én tong co giai cap
gidu 0 u, thiét 1ap binh dang giita moi nguoi. PO la thé ché dan chu. "Thoai
hoa bién thanh phong tang, tu do 13 dac trung chu yéu trong thanh quoc nhu
thé. Theo dudng hudng tuong tu, mau ngudi dan chu la mau nguoi trong do
khao khat bura bai, budng tuong, qua muc da tong khtr them muon diéu do,
phai ching va ua thich dung din, phai phép, mau myuc mau ngudi do thira
hudng tur than phu qua dau. Mau nguoi nhu thé song cudc doi thu huong hét
hom nay qua ngay mai, khong do nguyén tac chi dao huong dan, ma thay doi
tha vui theo s¢ thich nhat thoi. Dudi mat mau nguoi nhu thé moi tha vui déu
t6t dep, déu dang hudng. Tom lai, khau hiéu ctia miu ngudi nhu thé 1a ty do
va binh dang. Yéu ty do qua dang, dic trung cha yéu 1am ndi bat chinh thé
dan chu, do phan tng tu nhién, sira soan md dudng dan t6i chinh thé chuyén
ché. Nha doc tai tuong lai, m&i dau 1a 1anh tu quan ching lya chon nham dau
tranh vo1 phe qua dau. Sau do6 nguoi nay dan da tro thanh quyén thé. Néu bi
tryc xuat khoi x&r s&, nguoi ndy chang bao lau s€ tr¢ lai, anh huong gia tang
Tiép theo nai c¢é do uy tin doi hoi ngudi ndy can vé si. Cudi cing ngudi ndy
tréd thanh bao chua sanh séi.



Phan IX. Sau hét ta ban t6i miu ngudi doc tai. Mau ngudi nay 1a con dé thuc
su ctia mau ngudi dan chi, miu ngudi trong d6 dam mé don thuan, hap dan
dan dan tro thanh ap dao, 16i kéo dudi tru:('mg moi udc ao, khao khat tam
thuong, tim du cach thoa man. Mau ngudi nay chira trong 1ong du thir thém
muon, san sang thoa man bat ké vi pham quan hé tu nhién. Xao tra, bat cong,
v6 dao, mau nguoi ndy mudn 13 bao chia cai tri thanh quoc chuyén ché. Vé
mit sung suéng va dau kho, thanh qubc véi thanh qudc khong khac gi con
ngudi voi con ngudi. Thanh qudc quy tdc hién nhién 1a thanh qubc dao dirc,
hanh phtic hon hét; thanh quéc doc tai 16 rang la thanh qudc toi té, dau kho
nhat hang. Boi thé mau ngudi quy tdc la mau nguoi dao dirc va hanh phuc
nhat doi; miu ngudi chuyén ché 1a miu nguoi t6i té, xau xa nhat tran gian.

V4 lai, nhu ta da thay, tdm tri con ngudi chira dyng ba nguyén tic cu thé:
duy 1y hodc yéu hiéu biét, hang hai hodc yéu danh dy va thém mudn hoic
y€u lgi ich. Cling c6 ba thir vui thu twong Ung voi ba nguyen tac. Triét gia ca
tung hiéu biét nhu nguoén vui thi to 16n hon hét; nguoi tham vong dé cao
danh dy; nguoi ham loi ich tan du‘ong cua cai. Trong ba nguoi nguoi nao 1a
nguoi phai? Trong ba nguoi ngudi nao la nguoi ding hon hét? Hién nhién
triét gia. Vi khong nhiing mot minh trong thyc té biét ca ba loai thii vui, ma
con la co quan phat biéu xac dang. Boi thé ta két luan vui tht cua hiéu biét
chiém hang dau; vui tht cua danh dy chiém hang hai; vui tha cua cua cai
chiém hang ba. Va boi thé ta lai théy kién thirc, dao dirc va hanh phuc khong
the chia lia. Hon thé, ai c6 thé biét vui thu thuc sy thé ndo, hogc hicu thuc
chat cta vui thi, trir triét gia am tuong thuc tai? Boi thé ta c6 1y khi khang
dinh vui tha chan thuc chi co thé dat duoc khi tam tri dong nhip voi trang
thai hai hoa dudi sy chi dao cua nguyén tac duy 1y hoic yéu hiéu biét. Do
vay udc ao cang hop ly, man nguyén cang thich thu. Cai trat tu va hgp phap
cling 14 cai hop 1y hon ca. Uéc muodn cia mau ngudi quy toc la udc muodn
trat tu va hop phap hon ca, do d6 thoéa man kém theo vui thu thyc sy pham
chat gia tang. Trai lai, thém muo6n ctia mau nguoi doc tai cach xa luat phap
va trat tu hon hét, boi thé théa man kém theo vui thi phém chat kém xa. Do
d6 ta lai thdy mau nguoi quy toc sung suéng hon mau nguoi doc tai.

Va dén day ta co thé chi trich 1y thuyet Thrasymachus dua ra, cho rang con
ngudi van co loi khi 1am diéu bat cong, néu c6 thé lan tranh khoi bi trimg
phat do pham t6i bang cach l1am ra vé cong binh. Ta c6 thé hinh dung tam tri
con ngudi trong birc tranh v& con su tir va con ran nhiéu dau hop lai thanh
con ngudi. Hinh dung nhu vay ta c6 thé nodi véi nguoi tuyén bd lam diéu bat
cong 1a thich dang, thuc ra nguoi do cha truong bo doi, lam con nguoi suy
yéu, nudi an, 1am con su tir va con ran khoe manh 13 thich dang. Nhung su
thé 15 rang la gia thiét quai di. Boi thé, xem xét sy viée cin k&, ta két luan



diéu tot dep hon hét 1a moi ngudi dugc cai tri boi nguyén tic cong binh va
thanh thién; nguyén tac do, néu c6 thé, phai nguy tri trong tAm tri con ngudi;
trai lai, néu khong, nguyén tac d6 phai ap dit tir bén ngoai, ngd hau hai hoa
tré nén pho bién trong sinh hoat x3 hoi, do su thé ta cong nhan uy quyén bao
quat ctia dang hoéa cong. Duy tri tinh trang hai hoa bén trong va bén ngoai sé
1a muc dich duy nhat ctia ngudi cong binh chinh truc, ngudi d6 sé cin cit vao
mo hinh thanh qubc hoan hao, thanh qudc d6 rat c6 thé hién hiru trén thién
dinh,néu khong phai dudi ha gidi.

Phan X. Trong phin nay, Socrates quay lai dé tai thi ca, va mo phong tong
quat. Ong dat cau hoi, thé nao 1a nghé thuat mé phong? Lay vi du chang han
chiéc g1u’0'ng hoic chiéc ban. Ta co: (1) hinh trang hodc nguyén mau cua
chiéc g1u’0'ng than linh sang tao; (2) chiéc givong tho mdc 1am thanh; (3)
chiéc givdng hoa si miéu ta, chiéc ndy moé phong chiéc thtr hai, chiéc thir hai
lai m6 phong chiéc thir nhat. Theo cung cach tuong tu, thi si m6é phong,
khong phai hinh trang, thuc thé duy nhat, ma chi 13 hién tuong trong doi
song thuong nhat, va y kién pho bién trong dam nguoi it hoc. Hodc dé ¥ su
thé sau day. Moi vat dung, chang han bo cwong ngua, hinh thanh 13 do ba
ngh¢ thuat tach biét: ngh¢ thuat day cach st dung, ngh¢ thuat day cach sang
tao, nghé thuat day cach mo phong. Nguoi sir dung chi s& dac hiéu biét tinh
tuong vo1 vat dung, bao ngudi lam cach lam vat dung, boi thé nguodi 1am so
dac y kién chinh xac. Tréi lai, khong thé noi ngudi mo phong so dac hleu
biét tinh thO’ng hodc y kién chinh x4c, ma chi c6 khai niém mo ho vé vat
dung nguoi do md phong. Hon thé, ngh¢ thuat moé phong nhim vao phan nao
ctia tam tri? Chac chan khong phai phan duy 1y, phan cao ca hon hét trong
ban tinh con nguoi, nhung la phan thap kém, ludn luon do ap luc cia bat
hanh, san sang nhmmg b, thay doi va lo 4u, va vi thé doi lai 1a phan cung
ing dia ban rong rdi cho viéc moé phong. Vi thai d6 tham liang, nghiém tic
khong 161 cudn thi s mo phong, va s& khong dén bu xtmg dang cong stirc mod
phong, hodc s€ dugc thuong thirc bo1 s6 nguoi thi si thuong quen cha tam
giai bay. Nhung t€ hai hon het 1a thi ca lam nhut tri, mém long do dan dat ta
bay to cam tinh qua u sau sic voi dau kho cta ngudi khac, do vay day dua ta
t3i chd bat luc khong du stre chong dd hay chiu dung phién mudn cua chinh
ta. Boi thé ta budc long phai quy dinh nguyén tac, mic du khong mubn ti
ndo, chi ¢ ca khac vinh danh than linh, tdn ca dé cao vi nhan va viéc lam
cao ca duoc chap nhan cho vao thanh quéc hoan hao. Béi 18 mudn tré thanh
nguoi tir té khong phai dé dang. Cai gi chéng d6i, ngin chin ta tién bo veé
dao dirc phai tranh né hét strc than trong.

Pé tai két thuc, Socrates quay sang ban luan phan thudng dao duc mang lai,
phan thuong duoc dé cao vo tdn. Khi dua ra nhan thirc linh hon bat tir, ong



kém thém phan giai thich ngin ngui. Moi thit & doi déu co tat xau hoic nét
xau dic biét dinh kém, do tat xau, nét xau d6, va chi tat xau, nét xau d6 thoi,
thir d6 c6 thé bi huy hoai. Chimng mu hily hoai thi gidc, nam mdc hity hoai
laa mi, chimg muc huy hoai van go. Nét x4u dic biét gén lién véi linh hon 1a
bat cong, vo do, hén nhat, u mé. May tht vira ké c6 thé tiéu hay linh hon
khong? Khong, chic chan khong. Vi may thir d6 khong thé tiéu hay linh hon
tire khic, nhu chimg bénh tiéu huy thén thé. DAu co thé, song may thir d6
ti€u huy linh hén qua trung gian, nguoi nay chet 1a do nguoi khac gay nén;
su thé hoan toan khac han. Trai lai, néu nét xau khong thé, khong cai gi co
thé tiéu huy linh hon; boi thé linh hon bat tir. By gid, sau khi thuyét phuc
ban than cong binh chinh truc 13 phan thudng quy gid, ta nén giai thich vinh
du va phan thuong than linh va con ngudi ban cho ngudi céng binh chinh
tryc. Boi ta tham hiéu nguoi d6 dugc than linh yéu thuong, moi phan thuong
than linh déu danh cho nguoi do, ngay ca khi phan thuong hinh nhu hét stc
trai nguoc. DAau vay con ngudi van yéu quy va kinh trong nguoi do, dén khi,
néu khong phai trude khi, nguodi d6 cham dut cude doi. Tuy nhién, phan
thuong d6 chang 1a gi khi so v6i phan thudng sau khi vinh biét cdi thé dang
chd doi ngudi d6. Mudn t6 thim diéu nay Socrates ké cho moi ngudi tham
du hay huyén thoai Er, con 6ng Armenius. Huyén thoai két thuc cudc dam
dao.

Toronto, thang 10/2010
PO KHANH HOAN



GHI CHU

B cuc triét pham. Khoi dau khi sira soan ban thao Cong Hoa chia lam mudi
phan viéc lam do hoc gia vo6 danh ngu:0’1 Hy Lap thuc hién, khong do tac
gia, nham dua tac pham vua voi kho to gidy coi str dung thoi do. Vé sau luc
nghién ctru triét gia va triét pham, gidi hoc gia Tay Au thay doi, ¢o nguol
theo, c6 nguoi khong theo sang kién tién khoi, vién ¢ mo dau, két thac sd
phan chi trung hop phan nao voi ngung nghi trong chudi dai tranh luan.
Chang han phan I két thuc cubdi cudc tranh ludn giira Socrates va
Thrasmachus, trong khi phan IX bat dau giita cudc tranh luan vé mau ngudi
doc tai. Boi thé ho chia tac pham khac han; c6 nguoi chia thanh chuong, ¢o
nguoi chia thanh phan, c6 ngudi chia thanh quyén, dai ngan, sd luong khac
nhau. T6i theo dudng cii cho tién viéc. Mudi phan chia ra nhu sau:

1. 327a-354c
2.357a-383c¢
3.386a-417b
4. 419a-445¢
5. 449a-480a
6. 484a-511e
7. 514a-541b
8. 543a-569c
9.571a-592b
10. 595a-621d

Nhing sO trong ngoac vuodng [ ] la moc nbi dé tham chiéu doan vin trong
triét pham, s6 d6 ghi sb trang, s6 doan trong 4n ban Henri Estienne
(Stephanus) thuc hién & Genéve, Thuy Sinam 1578, hoc gidi khap noi sau
d6 str dung lam tiéu chuan tra ciru.

Nhan vat trong ddi thoai. Socrates, nguoi ké. Glaucon va Adeimantus chi
tham du doi thoai sau phan I 1a anh tac gia Plato. Polemarchus la dan



Piracus, bén cang, cach thanh phd Athens khoang muoi cay sd; dam dao dién
ra & nha anh nay. Cephalus, sinh truéng & Syracuse, thanh phé hai cang dong
nam dao Sicile, bd dé Polemarchus, thuong nhan, dbi v&i Athens 13 kiéu cu,
hién thoi duong nhu séng vO1 con trai, tham du phén dau cudc dam luan sau
d6 bao Polemarchus thay thé.

Thrasymachus, ngudi viung Chalcedon, dién gia, thanh vién triét phai
Sophist, xuat hién ha ban thé ky V TCN chuyén rao glang dao dtrc va hung
bién, nhan vat chinh trong d6i thoai phan 1. S6 ngudi hién dién khong phat
biéu ¥ kién: Lysias va Euthydemus, ca hai 1a anh Polemarchus. Ly51as tro
thanh dién gia chuyén nghiép, van gia viét dién vin noi tiéng, 10i don gian, y
trong sang, mot s6 con luu truyén. Niceratus, con Nicias, chinh khach, tuéng
tai thanh quéc Athens. Charmantides va Cleitophon ngudi sau khéng biét
tiéu sir. Trong nhom chi c¢6 Cleitophon gop y, va gop y ngin ngui [340a-
340e]. Nhiéu nguoi nita tham du, song khong phat biéu.

Thoi gian cudc chuyén tro, theo hoc gidi Tay Au phong doan, dién ra trudc
nim 420 TCN, luc d6 Socrates khoang nim muoi tudi, va dién ra tai nha ldo
nhan Cephalus ¢ Piraeus; toan bd cudc trao doi y kién Socrates ké lai sau
ngdy cudc tranh luan thuc su dién ra giita Timaeus, Hermocrates, Critias va
nguo1 vo danh gi61 thi€u trong Timaeus.

Nhan dé triét pham. Tén triét pham Plato dit 1a Politeia; chit ndy xuat hién
may lan trong tac pham; Politeia 14 doi séng cong cong va sinh hoat chinh tri
ctia cong dong; chir politeia bat ngudn tir chit polis, nghia 13 thanh phd, cong
dong dan chiing chung song, ty quan, d6i ngoai tham gia chién tranh, d6i noi
bao v€ hoa binh; polis 1a nhom xa hoi ty nhién chura trong no tat ca nhitng gi
can thiét dé phat trién, dong tho1 hanh xUr kha nang, quyen han cua con
nguoi; polis ngay nay tiéng Anh dich la ‘city-state’, tiéng Phap ‘cité-
etat’ tleng ta to1 dich 1a thanh quoc lam vay la xac nhan pohs khong phai
quéc gia theo nghia ngdy nay (chang han, quéc gia khac voi xa hoi), cung
lic cong nhén dac trung cua doi song x& hoi ngay xua khac han doi song xa
hoi ngay nay. Hon thé, dich pohs 1a thanh quoc lai ham y khai ni¢ém vé quoc
gia, song ciing ham chtra khai niém vé polis, mac du chi dung mot nura. Thé
ky I TCN Marcus Ciceron dich sang tiéng La- tinh la de re publica, dich vu
cong cong, chir nay thoat dau nghia twong tu, vé sau nghia hep hon, chi loai
co ché dic biét. Co 18 hiéu nhu vay nén tu do trd di hau du€ van hao La M3,
ca gan giii 1an xa x06i, déu st dung nhu ta hing thiy. Va tir d6 tro di triét
pham Politeia mang tén tiéng Phap La république, tiéng Anh The Republic,
tiéng TAy Ban Nha La republica, tiéng Dtrc die Republik. Pi xa hon duong
nhu mudn tranh ngd nhan hodac hiéu 1am c6 nguol bo mao tu la, the,



die trude danh tur, song khong nguoi nao thay d6i tén goi, c6 18 vi s¢' mang
t1eng nguoc doi, thong thai rom. Tuy nhién, du tu:omg tuong dén may, di vao
triét pham, tir dau chi cudi, doc gia sé thiy tac gia khong hé ban t6i cai gi goi
1a cong hoa, bat ké d6 1a dang cong hoa, tu tuong cong hoa, chil nghia cong
hoa, chinh thé cong hoa hay mau ngu:oi cong hoa. Tén goi da tr¢ thanh quen
thudc tir lau dbi voi doc gia khap noi, bat ludn ngdn ngi, nhat 1a tén goi lai
biéu thi ndi dung dic biét. Boi thé du biét nghla khong phai vy, song mudn
cho tién vige, t6i cling 1am nhu moi ngu:(n Du sao ciing xin luu y doc gia
tiéng Hy Lap chir nhu ‘chinh khach’, cong dan’ deu bat nguon tor chir
‘polis’. Cong dan (polites) nghla la ngum thudc vé thanh quoc chinh
khach (politikos) nghla 14 ‘ngudi hiéu su VleC thanh quéc’; chinh tri
(politika) nghia 1a ‘cai phai lam véi thanh qudc.” Polis ¢6 net dac bigt, 16
song déc biét cua polis dugc thlet 1ap boi t6 chirc cta thanh quéc gom thanh
phan khéc biét. Van dé chu yéu 13 to chuc thanh qudc, politeia 1a t6 chirc
d6. Politeia c6 thé hiéu mot cach rong rii nhu tang 16p cong dan nam quyen
cai tri, vi ho c6 anh hudng dam nét dbi voi thanh qudc va 1a c6i nguon cua
luat phap. Politeia 1a linh hon cta thanh qudc; politeia lién hé véi ca nhan
cau thanh thanh qudc nhu hinh thtrc lién hé véi ndi dung; politeia dich dung
nghia 1a ché d6 hay chinh thé.

B6i canh dodi thoai. Piracus 1a bén cang cach Athens chung muoi cay s6. La
trung tam thuong mai sam uét, noi nay xuat hién du tht khacbiét va 10n x0n
nhap cang tir dat xa la. Boi thé d6 1a chd thich hop dé quan sat 16i song la
lung. Hon nira, do cling 1a dia ban hoat dong sinh tir cia phe dan chu thoi do.
it 1au sau ngay dién ra cudc ddi thoai (c6 1€ khoang 411 TCN), nam 404
TCN Piracus 1a thanh lily chong tra quyét li¢t nhom doc tai, lich sir Hy Lap
ménh danh “Ba Muoi Bao Chua” nam quyen cai tr1 Athens, sau khi thanh
quéc bi Sparta danh bai trong cudc chién Peloponnesos kéo dai 27 nam.
Trong cudc chong tra, gia dinh Cephalus, dac biét Lysias (328b), giit vai tro
chi dao. Polemarchus bi nhom bao chuia hanh hinh. Socrates b1 nghi 1a co
cam tinh va anh hudng d6i véi lanh tu ché do doc tai vi nhidu ngudi trong
nhom trude do 1a mon sinh. TrongBi¢n Giai (32¢-d) 6ng ching to ong bat
dong v6i ché d6 qua dau va nguyén do dan t6i bat dong. Tuy thé vé quan hé
v6i ché do dan chu, quan diém cua oOng van mo hd. Cudc dam dao
trong Cong Hoa dién ra dudi bong ma an hién ctia Ba Muoi Bao Chua. Ho
thuc hién cudoc hanh hinh, khong nhitng Polemarchus, ma c4 Socrates mot
cach gian tiép; cudc dam dao phan nao ban téi tham vong tan bao dé tur
Socrates chu truong. S6 nguoi tap trung ¢ day vao ngay vui vé dé chuyén
tro, cudc trao doi y kién co tinh cach ly thuyét, roi ra s& guc ngd tham
thu’(mg, bi dat vao ngay den t61 khi dan than di vao chinh tri. Van dé tham
gia nhu thé, sau nay thé hién qua hanh dong, duoc ban luan & diy. D6 1a bi



kich cua triét pham, khong hiéu bi kich thi khong hiéu diéu triét pham mudn
truyén dat. Cudc gip g& than thién gitta mudi nguoi, Socrates dam dao véi
ho & Piracus, s& thay thé boi iy ban mudi ngudi cai tri tin bao noi nay nhan
danh Ba Muoi Bao Chua, dong thoi day nguoi chu xudng téi chd quyét dinh
quyén sinh. Nguoi tham du ban luan ché do tuyét hao, song s& chim dim,
ngup lan trong bé mau ctia ché do toi té nhat doi.

Chu thich. Ghi cht in nghiéng dau mdi phan, hodc doan mdi phém khong
nham gi khac ma chi tom tat ndi dung, néu bat chudi dai 1y luan, dong thot
giai thich van dé Plato cho 1a di nhién. Lam vy chi 13 trung ra diéu Plato
muon noi, khong pha1 chi trich hay bénh vuc quan diém cta ong. Viéc nay
hoan toan tuy doc gia. Phan gioi thiéu ké chuyén doi 6ng 1a dua vao 10i 6ng
noi, keo dai to1 luc ong viét trlet pham Cong Hoa. Sau d6 nhiém vy hau nhu
hoan tat, dich gia dé tac gia cat tiéng noi, cung luc dua doc gia vao vi thé sir
dung nhan thirc cd nhan nhan dinh, phé phéan y kién, tu tudng, triét 1y Plato
theo anh sang tu duy bung no trong tri tué, trong long modi nguoi trong qua
trinh thudng 13m tac pham ra doi cach nay khoang hai ngan bbn trim nam.



PHAN I

(327a-354c)
QUAN NIEM VE CONG BINH

Triét phdm Cong Hoa bat dau véi cau hoi vura c6 nghia chinh tri vira c6
nghia dao duc: Thé nao la dikaiosune? Tiéng Phap dich chir nay la justice,
tiéng Anh justice, tiéng Ty Ban Nha justicia, tiéng Puc Gerechtigkeit, tiéng
ta 1a cong binh. Chir ndy trong tiéng Hy Lap khong nhitng nghia nhu vy ma
con c6 nhiéu nghia nita: giit gin phong tuc, bao vé tdp quan, thi hanh bon
phan, cu x1r chinh truc; an & cong binh, lvong thién, thanh that; dang ly, phai
18, hop phap; cai phai 1am cho ngudi khac hodc cai ngudi khac doi lai phai
lam cho minh; nhitng gi dang dugc hudng; cai minh phai lam. Nhu vay chiv
nay bao ham toan di¢n dao dirc ca nhan li€én h¢ vo1 tha nhan, nhiing gi nguoi
khac co quyén doi hoi ca nhan d6 hodc ca nhan d6 c6 quyén doi hoi ngudi
khac; bat ké céi gi 1 phai, 1a ding trai voi bat ké cai gi 1a sai, 13 trai. Cong
binh tom lai 13 tong s6 dirc tinh can c6 dé song trong cong dong. Chir nay
bao gdm dao dirc c4 nhan va dao duc xa hoi, va tir cin nguyén cdu tra 10i lién
hé vira voi ca nhan vira voi xa hoi, ca dao dirc 1an chinh tri. Boi thé cau hoi
dit ra sé 1a: Thé nao 1a bon phan dao duc va bon phan xa hoi1? Cong binh
nghia 1 gi, va 1am thé nao thyc hién cong binh trong xa hoi loai nguoi?

Do1 hoi dinh nghia cong binh duong nhu ham ngu c6 quan niém theo d6 moi
ung dung cua chtr nay s€ nhu duong thang gip nhau & tam diém, ‘hodc noi
mot cach cu thé, co nguyén tac theo d6 cudce doi con ngudi co thé to chirc dé
co xa hoi cong binh gdm nguoi cong binh. Cong binh xa hd1 s€ dam bao ca
nhén trong xa hoi phai thyc hién bon phan va doén nhan quyén loi. Nhu phém
chat tang an trong ¢4 nhan, cong binh nghia la do1 tu, hodc noi theo cach noi
cua ngum Hy Lap, tdm hon sap xép tuong tmg v4i quyén loi va bon phan
ctia moi phan trong ban chat c4 nhan.

X4 hoi to chire nhu thé sé& 1a 1y tudng, nghia 13 dua ra tiéu chuan toan bich ¢
thé str dung dé so sanh, danh gia xa hoi hién tai theo mirc do xa hoi do ra
sao. Du thay d6i thé nao, khuynh hu:()’ng cta thay d6i c6 mang x3 hoi loai
nguoi téi gan hay day x4 hoi loai ngudi xa khoi muc dich d6. Triét pham
Cong Hoa 13 ¢d gang dau tién trong lich str nhan loai trinh bay c6 hé thong
miéu ta ly tudng do, khong phai giac mo hao huyen ma la kKhung suon kha
di, ban chat con nguoi, voi doi hoi bat bién, co thé tim thdy 4m no, hanh
phuc. Khong nhin thdy muc dich nhu thé, viéc quan Iy nha nude sé& bé tic, vo



dung, hoac dan t&1 muc dich sai 1am, hau qua tai hai.

Xa hoi ¢ dau cling vay la dam dong gom nguoi hiéu biét va nguoi khong
hiéu biét. Gia thir trong do co ngu:0’1 dau 6c hoai nghi, ua tim hiéu, vi loi ich
chung, dit cau hoi yéu cau moi ngudi dinh nghia dung, phai, cong binh.
Buong nhién nhiéu ngudi tham dy. Tuy vay, céu tra 101, do thyc té thic day,
c6 thé khach quan hodc chu quan; mét dang vong vo, hoi hot, nong can; mot
dang thang than, gay git, sdu sac; ddu vdy xem ra ca hai do men theo ngoai
dién chi dap ung phan nao y tudng ndi ham. Béi ca hai cho thay khéc bi¢t co
ban vé long tin dbi voi cai Socrates goi la quan trong hon hét trong céac cau
hoi: Lam nguoi ta phai séng thé ndo cho phai ¢ doi?

Theo Cephalus cong binh la thanh that trong 161 no1 cing nhu viéc lam. Toan
bd cudc d6i thoai tudng tugng Socrates ké lai cho khan gia khong néu 16
danh tinh. Nguo1 tham du tu tap ¢ nha Cephalus, thuong gia vé huu, song &
Piracus, phd cang cach Athens khoang mudi cdy so. Ngoai Glaucon,
Adeimantus (anh Plato) con c¢6 Polemarchus, Euthydemus, Lysias noi tiéng
viét dién van van hoa (ba nguol 1a con Cephalus), Thrasymachus, nguoi
vung Chalcedon, man tay bac Tiéu A gan eo bién Bosphoros (Dardanelles)
nbi Hac Hai voi blen Marmara, dai 29 km, giao su ling danh v€ ngh¢ thuat
hung bién, tom tat dinh nghia cong binh 13 ‘phuc vu quyén loi ké quyén thé’

va mot sb ban tré cua Socrates. Thoi gian 13 1& hoi Bendis, nit than kha kinh
du nhdp tir Thrace. Cephalus tiéu biéu ting trai cudc doi dai dic, 1am an
dang hoang trong thuong truong. Lao giau co, song coi ddng tién chi 1a
phuong tién dan t6i dau oc thanh than, tim hon thu thai, trang thai tdm linh
bat nguon tir song luong thién, thanh that co kha nang dén dap nhing gi
nhan tir than linh va thé nhan. Lao hiéu cu xir phai phép hodc an & cong binh
1a thé.

Phan dau 1a ddi thoai dién hinh kiéu Plato. Theo hoc gidi Tay Au c6 18 triét
gia viét riéng biét, khong dinh dang véi phan con lai cia triét pham. Ong
khong di t6i két luan cu thé dbi véi muc dich hién nhién cua cudc tim hiéu —
kham pha ban chat dao dirc — mic du tranh luan song dong va y nghia, y kién
dua ra néu rd cha dé sé& dién ra sau ndy trong tac pham. Canh da dan dung,
Socrates ludt qua thai do. chap nhan khong suy nghi quan ni¢m co truyén ve
dao durc (Cephalus va Polemachus tiéu biéu) trude khi ban bac hing say, tan
cong quyét liét quy udc (va ca Socrates) do Thrasymachus thanh vién triét
phai Sophlst de Xu’O‘ng Socrates khong chap nhin quan niém co truyen hay
quan niém trai v4i co truyén néu quan niém d6 khong duong cy ndi cudc mod
x¢ bién ching cua ong; nén da chuén bi, triét nhan s& nhan manh subt triét
phém tam muc quan trong ctuia nhan thirc ddi v6i dao duc.



Trén dudng tir bén cang Piraeus trod vé thanh phd Athens Socrates ding lai vi
gip Polemarchus, anh ndy mdi vé nha, dén noi ong gip than phu anh nay,
130 nhan Cephalus vui mung tiép don. Hai ngudi han huyén véi nhau, du
ngan ngui, song 1y tha, chuyén xoay quanh tudi gia 1a ganh nang du thira v
ich. Cephalus cong nhan nam thang dé ning trén vai c6 phan nhe bét, nho
tién ctia kiém duoc sau thoi gian dai dac can cu lam an, vi thé con nguoi co
thé noi that, dong thoi dén on tra nghia thé nhan va than linh. Pén day doc
gid di vao ma khong hay y dinh dinh nghia cong binh chinh tryc (nghia l1a cu
xUr phai 1€ v6i nguot khac). Rat lui khoi cude tranh ludn Cephalus bao con
trai Polemarchus thay thé tiép chuyén quy khach. Mubn dan ching dé bénh
vuc quan diém anh nay ké thi si Simonides noi céng binh chinh tryc la phan
cua nguoi nao tra lai nguoi nay. Dinh nghia khién Socrates quay ra chat van
vi cho rang néi nhu vay khong thoa dang - bat bé chd nay 1a nét dién hinh
tiéu biéu phuong thic Socrates st dung trong dbi thoai. Mic du chuyén
huéng may lan, song Polemarchus cong nhan dinh nghia anh nay dua ra
khong chinh xac.

T6i day Thrasymachus, thanh vién triét phai Sophist xen 10i c6 vé nhiét tinh.
Anh ta ché phuong thirc Socrates st dung, song luc bi héi thue dua ra dinh
nghia, dang vé mién cudng, anh ta néi cong binh chinh truc 1a quyén loi cia
ke manh (nghia la sirc manh Ia I& phai). Cang luc anh ta cang tr6 nén chong
d6i quyet li¢t hon Polemarchus, mac du chang may choc Socrates dua day
anh ta roi vao mau thuan Dau Vay anh ta van ra khoi viing lay kha kheo 1¢o,
va do vay Socrates mat thi gio, gip kho khin cho thanh vién triét phai
Sophist thiy anh ta sai lam. Thrasymachus phan bac, trung néu sy kién
chong lai quan niém 1y thuyet cua Socrates vé cong binh chinh tryec. Pén day
nhan vat thay nhau trao (1‘01 y kién, thao luan soi n01 Boi thé thai d6 cham
biém ctia Socrates va cudi cung Thrasymachus, néu chua tin tuong, it nhat
cing to ve ngudi ngoai va phyc tong, dau thé Socrates van cho thay tranh
lug}n chua dua dén két qua — chua dinh nghia cong binh chinh tryc thuc sy la
thé nao.

Kk

Hom qua [327a] cung Glaucon, quy tu Ariston, ban nhan xuong bén cang
Piraeus dé cau nguyén ni than, dong thoi ciing mudn xem 18 hoi dién ra thé
nao, vi day 1a lan dau nguoi ta to chirc dang cing. Ban nhan cam kich trudc
vé long trong dan dja phuong thuc hién 1€ rudc, song phai ghi nhan dan ving
Thrace d1p nay cung chung to chang thua kém ti nao. Dang 1 va quan sat
xong xudi [b] ngd bdi lan budc trd vé thanh phd. Ping lic d6, tir xa nom
thiy ngd bdi rao got trén dudng, Polemarchus, quy tir Cephalus, sai nd 1é



theo hau chay t6i bao dimg lai chd cong tir. Thiéu nién hét ho hét hai phia
sau phong t6i nim 4o thdt 1oi: ‘Bam, céng tr Polemarchus muén tién sinh
nan budc.” Ban nhan quay lai hoi chu nhan nd 1& & dau. Thiéu nién dap:
‘Thua, dang toi dang sau. Xin tién sinh vui long cho.’

‘O duoc, ngd boi cho,” Glaucon noi.

Chang may choc Polemarchus dudi kip, ca Adeimantus 1an bao huynh
Glaucon, [c] Niceratus quy tir Nicias va may ngudi nita; tit ca c6 vé nhu vira
tham du rudc 1é.

‘Socrates tién sinh,” Polemarchus héi ha cat 10i, ‘tiéu diét thady duong nhu
nhi vi dang trén duong tré vé thanh phd.’

‘Pung thé,” ban nhan dap.

‘Nhung,” duong su tiép tuc, “tién sinh c6 thiy bon tiéu diét bao nhiéu nguoi
khong ho?°

‘Thay chu.’

‘Vay tién sinh nén chon,” duwong sy nhan manh, ‘mdt l1a coi nhe bon tiéu diét,
hai la chiéu y ¢ lai.’

‘Du sao cting con cach khac,” ban nhan giai thich. *Ngo bbi co thé thuyét
phuc quy hitu d€ ng6 boi 1én duong.’

‘Lam sao tién sinh c6 thé thuyét phuc nguoi khong chiu nghe tién sinh?’
Duong sy hoi.

‘Bat kha,” Glaucon dap.

‘Vay tiéu diét nghi tién sinh nén hiéu bon tiéu diét khong chiu nghe tién sinh
dau.’

‘Quyét dinh thé nao khong biét,” [328a] Adeimantus chém 101, ‘song tién
sinh c6 hay to1 nay s€ c6 cudi ngua, rudc duoc, chay thi hién dang nit than
khong ho?’

‘Cudi ngu?a‘?’ Ban nhan to vé ngac nhién. ‘Nhu vay la dac bigt. Quy hiru
muon ndi c6 cude dua cudi ngua chay thi, nguoi ta cam dude, trao dude cho
nhau phai khong?’



‘Vang, dGng thé,” Polemarchus dap. “Va nguoi ta con té 18 sudt dém, nén
xem canh do6 chd bé qua. Com chiéu xong bon tiéu diét s& di ra quan sat, vo
s6 thanh nién cling ¢ mat, bon tiéu diét s& tro chuyén. [b] Béi thé nhi vi nén
1am nhu bon tiéu diét dé nghi, ¢ lai dung vé.’

‘Xem ra thi ng6 boi nén ¢ lai,” Glaucon nhugng bo.

‘O, néu quy hitu quyét dinh nhu vay,” ban nhén tiép 101, ‘vay d6 1a diéu ngod
bo1 nén theo.’

Boi thé ngd boi cat bude téi nha Polemarchus. Pén noi ngd bdi gip hai em
duong su, Lysias, Euthydemus, cd Thrasymachus nguoi vung Chalcedon,
Charmantides nguoi thi xa Paeania va Cleitophon con trai Aristonymus.
Cephalus than phu Polemarchus, cling ¢ nha; ban nhén nghi lao trong co6 vé
gia lam, [c] vi sau lan do, lau roi, ban nhan khong gdp nira. Lao ngoi trén
ghé, lung dya vao chlec g01 dau doi vong nguyét qué, vi vira ra ngoa1 san
dang 18. Gan d6 c6 may chiéc ghé dit thanh vong tron, ngd bdi ngdi xudng
bén canh.

Vira nom thay ban nhan, Cephalus lién cét tiéng chao hoi, réi n6i nhu khong
mudn ngung: ‘Socrates, troi o1 bat hanh ‘qua churng, tién sinh khong chiu qua
bo Xuong ben cang Piraeus tham ngo bbi. Tién sinh nén, tién sinh a. Lao hu
mudn néi, néu than nay van con du stc cude bd xudng thanh phd dé dang,
tién sinh chang phai vac xac téi day, a0 hu sé than chinh dén tham.[d] Oai
oam thay nhu sy thé cho thay tién sinh lai phai tdi day nhiéu hon. Phan riéng
ld0 hu thay vé gia khi thi vui thé xac khong con huong vi, dam mé tinh than
gia taing manh liét, 130 hi thich chuyén trd, ban bac. Boi thé tién sinh ding
ttr chéi, trai lai xin t¢i man dam véi dam thanh nién cé ¥y mong cho, coi tat ca
nhu than hiru, ¢b tri, qua bd toi noi nay gip gd ngd boi.’

‘Mubn 1am, 130 nhéan,” ban nhan dap. ‘Thuc 10ng ban nhan rét thich tro
chuyén voi bac tudi hac trang khuya, vi trom nghi minh phai hoc ho [e] rat
nhiéu. Ho di trudc ngd bdi, rd rang 1a vay, duong ho di co 1& ngd bdi cling
phai budc vao, qua ho ngo bbi phai tim hiéu dudng thé ndo, gip ghénh, tric
tro, hay phang phiu, ém ai. Ban nhan dac biét mudn hoéi 1ao nhan nhan dinh
ra sao, bdi 1do nhan da to1 thoi gian trong cudc doi thi nhan miéu ta Ia
“ngudng cira tudi gia.” Phai chiang d6 1a giai doan khé khan trong doi con
ngudi, theo 140 nhan, hay thé nao?’

‘Di nhién, Socrates, 130 hu s€ ndi tién sinh hay quan niém cua lao hu,’
Cephalus dap. ‘Boi1 nguu tam nguu, ma tam ma, [329a] bon tudi cao tac 1on



cung trang lra thuong gap nhau nhu ngan ngit noi, dong thanh tuong ung,
dong khi twong cau. Gap g& phan 16n hau nhu bat di bat dich thuong than
van, boc 16 thém khat vi bo 16 co hdi hudng lac luc dau con xanh tudi con
tré, hoi tudng bay té tinh yéu, nhau nhet, ti€c tung nhu thé nao, va ham hui
tiéc nudi khong thé lam vay duoc nita. Ho nghi doi lac d6 tha vi, con bay gid
chang thé néi c6 sdng hay khong. Co ngudi can nhan gia dinh coi tudi gia
chang khac mon no, boi thé [b] ¢ rén ri nhu khong mudén nging bat hanh,
khén kho tudi gia mang lai. Nhung theo chd 130 hi nhan xét, tién sinh oi, ho
than trach khong dung chd. Béi néu tudi gia thuc su toi té, dang ghét, dang
trach, 140 hu ciing ném mui nhu ho, nguoi khac to1 ¢& do co khac gi dau.
Trai lai, trong qua khur rat may 130 ha di gip nhiéu nguoi nhu 1o hu khong
cam thdy nhu thé. Pic biét lan gap Sophocles c6 nguoi cat tleng hoi:
“Sophocles cam nghi ctia thi si vé tinh duc thé nao [c]? Van co thé trao doi
v61 phu nit chua?” Sophocles dap: “Noi té1 chuyén do lam qual gi, quy nhan!
May man khon xiét va vui mung vo cung, thao xich g& xiéng, ban nhan
khong con vuéng mic, nhu nguodi nd 16 thoat khoi chi nhin tan bao, da
man.” Lao hu nghi lac d6 tra 101 nhu vay 1a ding, va bay gio 1do hu thay van
dung. B4i vé gia hau nhu khong con dinh liu t61 chuyén tuong tu, minh
thanh thoi nhu may, tu do nhu gi6. Khi thém muén khong con gay git ma
suy giam cudng d9, lic 6 minh s& hiéu diéu Sophocles mudn néi [d] thoat
khoi ban tay biét bao bao chiia dién ro. Tuy nhién, ddi v6i chuyén nay, va
d6i v6i viée gia dinh coi ré ngudi gia, chi co mot diéu nén trach; khong phai
tudi gia, ma tinh tinh ngudi gia, tién sinh a. Boi néu con ngudi tu giac, tur
ché, tudi gia s€ khong la ganh nang khén kho, khén nan. Nguoc lai, néu
khong thé, tudi tré cling nhu tudi gia s& 1a ganh ning khén nan, khon kho,
tién sinh o1.

Quy mén, than phuc khong nhing con nguo’i ma ca 10i noi, nhat 1a vi [e]
muon 3o tiép tuc, tim cach chAm ngoi go1 y, ban nhan nho nhe: *Cephalus,
ban nhan nghi nhiéu nguol s& nghi ngd diéu 13o nhan vira phat biéu; ho nghi
ld0 nhan cho rang tudi gia khong phai ganh nang, khong phai vi tinh tinh 130
nhan, ma vi 140 nhan tién du bac dé. Ho néi ngudi gidu cé co nhiéu thr dé
yén than.’

‘Vang, dung thé,” 1do dap, ‘ho nghi ngd. Va ho ¢ ¢d, mic du cé d6 khong
quan trong nhu ho tuéong. Nhan day dé 1am sang to van dé xin nhic lai
chuyén Themistocles. Gap nhau nguoi tur Seriphus ching dan do, can nhic
tudn 161 bao ong nay noi tleng thuc ra khong phai [330a] do uy tin ca nhan
ma do thanh phd xuat than. Ong nay phan bac tac thi: “O, dung r6i, toi s€
khong noi tiéng néu 1a ngudi Seriphus, nhung anh cung chang ltmg danh néu
xuat than tir Athens.” Nguyén tic twong tu ap dung v4i ngudi khong gidu co



va thay tudi gia 1a ganh nang du thira. Buong nhién, néu ngheo kho, ngu’O’i
dang hoang cing s€ thdy tudi gia 1a ganh nang kho mang. Nguoc lai, du giau
c6, ngudi quay quat s& khong bao gio bang long v6i chinh minh.’

‘Phan 16n tai san do thira huong hay ty tay lam ra, ho 140 nhan?” Ban nhan
hoi.

“Tién sinh [b] no1 gi vay?” Lao van lai. ‘Lo hu c6 ty tay lam ra khong? La
thuong nhén lao hu xép hang gitra 6ng ndi va bb dé. Ong ndi (1o hu duoc
dat tén theo) thura huong cua cai gan nhu ngang voi tai san ldao hu so dac
hién nay, sau do gia tang, phat trién dang ke gap boi nhiéu 1an, nhung bd dé
Lysanias ti€u hao, giam thiéu ngang voi s6 luong bay gio. Phan riéng 130 hu
s€ man nguyén néu dé lai cho may dira con ¢ day khong kém, song nhiéu
hon chut dinh sé luong 130 hi thira hudéng.’

‘Ly do do hoi,” ban nhan tiép 101, ‘4y 13 vi ban nhan c6 cam tuong 130 nhan
khong dic biét quan tAm t6i tién bac [c], thai do d6 thuong la dau hiéu cua
nguoi khong tu tay lam ra, trong khi nguoi ty tay lam ra gan b6 mat thiét,
khang khit véi dong tién gap boi nhu bat ké ai song trén cdi doi. Thi nhan
gan bo voi bai tho sang tac, than phy gin bé voi bay con sinh dé; cling chleu
huéng thuong nhan quan tim tdi tién bac lam ra, khong nhiing chi vi tién
bac hitu dung (d6 13 1y do tai sao ai trén cdi doi cling ham thich, dé ¥), ma
con vi tién bac 13 san pham ho lao tdm kho tri méi c6. Su thé khién gip nhau
thudng can nhan, té nhat, vi ho khong nghi t6i gi ma chi nghi tdi tién bac.’

“Tién sinh no1 chi phai,” 130 noi.

‘Thua, dung thé [d],” ban nhan dap. ‘Nhung con diéu nita ban nhan mudn
hoi. Theo 3o nhan cai gi mang lai cho 130 nhan lg1 ich 16n lao hon ca nho
giau co?’

‘Cai nhiéu ngudi thdy co vé khong hop ly, lao dap. ‘Socrates, tién sinh thtra
biét, khi tam tri nhen nham y nghi v€ cai chét, con ngudi quay ra hoang so,
lo lang vé nhitng diéu chua hé xdy ra véi minh. Trudc kia lic nghe chuyen
thé gidi bén kia, chuyén dudi 4m phu, chuyen trung phat do1 sau vi sai trai
lam ¢ doi nay, con ngu’0’1 thuong cuoi, bay gio chuyén do bat dau khuay
dong, tam tu quan qua1 [e] con nguoi dam ra lo lang, biét déu sy that thé
that. Sy thé 13 do tudi gia strc yéu, gan dat xa troi, xa dan cdi tran dén gan coi
am, nhan dinh cang thém rd rang, nén nghi ngo, lo sg, con nguoi bat dau tinh
s0, ra xét xem minh c6 1am diéu sai trai voi ai khong. Bay gio nhan ra trong
khi séng ¢ doi da lam nhiéu diéu khong phai, gy nén v6 van toi ac, ban dém



bung tinh, nhu tré con thirc gidc sau 4¢c mong, chang nhiing kinh hoang, con
ngudi con sdng trong khiép dam. Nguoc lai, [331a] néu biét khong hé 1am gi
ti 10i, con ngudi nhin twong lai véi vé tuoi vui va hy vong. Pindar bao do 1a
“nhii mau tué)i gia”. Lio hu mé doan tho dién ta ngoan muc khon xiét thi si
noi ngudi séng cudce doi dao dirc va cong binh “mang trong long hy vong
lang lang,/ nhu ban d6ng hanh, nang niu tdm hon,/ sudi 4m trai tim, an ui
tudi hac/ hy vong 1o 14i, day dua, hon bat ké cai gi, tAm trang thé nhan ngat
ngu, bat o6n.” Cau tho tuyét diéu! D6 1 bdi canh 140 ha nghi cua cai dang gia
lon lao, khong phai véi moi ngu:(‘)’i ma voi nguoi dang hoang, tu té. Boi cua
cai giup do rat nhiéu, giit vai trd hét st quan trong [b], néu biét nhan dinh
sang sudt, con nguoi s& tranh xa mot cach ¢b ¥ hodc vo tinh roi vao vong doi
Itra, bip bom, hay lo so khi tir gid ¢di doi ma van chua lam 1é té sinh dang
than linh, hodc tra mén ng con mang dbi véi ai d6. Tién bac con dung vao
nhiéu viéc khac nira, song cin nhac moi mat, 140 hu thay d6i véi nguoi sang
sudt, tién sinh oi, tién bac dic biét hiru dung trong bdi canh chang hé tim
thuong, khong chut vo nghia.’

‘Y kién kha 4i vo cung, Cephalus,” ban nhan néi [c]. ‘Nhung diéu 130 nhan
vira dé cdp cu xir phai 18 thi sao? Phai chiang ngd b6i mudn néi cu xtr phai 18
1a an & chan that va tra lai bat ké cai gi muon cua nguoi khac, hoan toan la
vay, von ven la vay, khong hon khong kém? Hodc phai chang viéc lam nhu
the o liic dung, c6 lc sai? D6 1a diéu ban nhan mudn néi. Ban nhén tin chic
moi ngudi s& dong y néu ldo nhan muon vii khi ctia ngudi ban hoan toan
sang subt, tinh téo, nhung sau do loan tri, hda dién nguoi ban doi lai, lao
nhan khong nén tra lai; néu tra lai, 130 nhan di lam diéu khong phai, hon thé
cling chéng nén nod1 huych toet cho ai d6 ¢ tinh trang tuong tu hay su that.”

‘Pung thé,” 130 dap. [d]

‘Nhu vay 13,” ban nhan tiép 101, ‘noi su that va tra lai bat ké cai gi muon cia
nguoi khac khong phai dinh nghia cua cu xu phai 1.

‘Ay, phai, phai cht, tién sinh,” Polemarchus cat ngang. ‘Du thé nao di nita
néu ngd boi tin 101 Simonides.”’

‘O,” Cephalus am tr, ‘130 hu xin dé€ hai ngudi ti€p tuc cudc tranh luén, vi dén
gi0 phai di lam 1€.”

‘Con thé chan b6 phai khong?’ Polemarchus hoi.

‘U, dang roi, con thay ta,” vira noi vira mim cudi Cephalus nhanh nhen budc



di 1am 1¢é.

dokok

Budc vao tranh luén Polemarchus khang dinh cdng binh la cua nguoi nao tra
ngudi ndy. Socrates rut ra mot 16 két luan ching minh quan niém co truyén
khong thich dang. Suy dién vé dao duc (nguyén tic xu thé), Socrates cho
rang dao duc 1a linh vuc chuyén mon, cai gi ding véi linh vyc chuyén mon,
bat ké chuyén mon nao, ciing dung véi dao dirc. Dudong nhu mudn bac bo
Polemarchus nai 1y dao duc 1a dia hat hoat dong riéng bi¢t, nhu cong nghe.
Nhung dao dirc ¢6 chirc nang rong hon trong li€n hé nhan sinh, muc dich cua
dao dirc vi thé s& rong 16n, nhu dé cao hanh phuc. Nhin van dé thiéu sau sic
Polemarchus roi vao vong nghich ly. Cudi cung Socrates két luan lam hai
ngudi khic trong bat ké canh hudng nao tuyét doi 1a diéu khong nén, khong
phai. Tranh luin bat dau. Noi su that va ng ngudi ndo tra ngudi ndy thong
thuong 1a phai, 1a ding; nhung viéc lam d6i ngoal nhu v@y khong giup ta
hiéu thé nao 1a cong binh, tén goi pham chat viéc 1am doi ngoai thuong
mang. Khong biét d6i phd v6i phan bac ra sao, Polemarchus nhéc lai cau
cham ngdn muon cua thi si ndi tiéng. Hy Lap khong c6 linh thu nhu Kinh
Thanh & Tay Au, & d6 thoi ay thi si dugc coi nhu ¢t liéu thién phu vé ton
gido va dao duc; song khi gan hoi Socrates thay thi si khong thé g1a1 thich
hcrp Iy vé phat biéu caa ho. Polemarchus ciing khong he nghl to1 an y trong
viéc dinh nghia cong binh 1 ‘ng ngudi nao tra nguoi ndy’. No 4y 1 gi va tra
cho ai ?

Plato thuong so sanh tng dung dao dic véi céng nghe, nghé httu dung
(khong phai my ngh¢): Y khoa, hang hai, dong giay. Ong con noi tdi ‘vi dén
bu, vi lot ich’. Ong chip nhan “quan niém cua Socrates cho rang & doi can co
quan ni¢m song, tuong tu hleu biét va kha nang cua ngh¢ nhan nhiam dat
muc dich de xuong. Tho né Xay ngdi nha hiéu minh s& lam gi va lam thé
nao; tho né co6 thé giai thich vige lam cua minh nhim doéng gop vao muc
dich. Hiéu biét va kha ning cau tao tay nghé thé hién trong ngudi tho ne va
trinh d¢ tuyét hao déc bi¢t hoac ‘dao dirc’ (areté), voi tu cach la tho né. Su
thé ciing nhu mot nguoi chi co thé sdng sung sudng néu hiéu rd myc dich
cudc doi 1a gi, cai gi ¢ gia tri thuc sy va 1am thé nao dat cai do. Hiéu biét
nhu vy la dao duc cua con nguoi, voi tu cach con nguoi, va ciu thanh ngh¢
thuat song. Néu con ngudi nghi muyc dich cudc doi 1a 1am gidu, nam quyen
cai tri, hai khat vong tu ching khong co gia tri, moi viéc lam cua con nguoi
s€ léch huong, sai dich. Hoc thuyet nay la nén tang triét pham Cong Hoa.
Hoc thuyét dan t&i luan dé chinh yéu: xa hoi phai diéu khién boi nguoi da
nghién ctru, do dao luyén nghiém tuc, lau dai, khong nhitng muc dich thuc



su cua do1 nguoi, ma ca y nghia cua dao duc dudi moi hinh thic.

Hkookok

‘Vang, khong sao,” [e] ban nhan d6 101, ‘0, thay than phy tham gia dam luén,
vay cho ban nhan hay Simonides noi gi ma hién diét nghi 14 phat biéu chinh
X4c vé cu xur phai 182’

‘Thua, ng nguoi nao tra ngu’(n nay 1a cu xu phai I€,” Polemarchus dap, ‘lam
vay theo tiéu diét ong ay giai quyét van dé hop 1y.’

‘Dung roi, xem ra kho 1ong phii nhan ¥ kién Simonides,” ban nhan tiép 101,
‘ong ay la thi sT, tri 6¢ uyén bac, cam himg bén nhay, thudc hang siéu nhan;
qua 1oi phét biéu hién diét hiéu 6 ong ay muodn noi gi, nhung phan riéng thanh
thuc ma no1 ban nhan khong hiéu. Viré rang ong ay khong da dong diéu ngd
boi vira noi, tra lai bat ké cai gi dau ngudi doi hoa dién. [332a] Va duong
nhién cai trao cho ngudi nhan la cai phai tra lai nguoi trao, phai khong?’

“Thua, phai.’

‘Nhung bat luin thé nao chang nén tra lai néu ngudi doi hoa dién, ding
khong?’

‘Vang, ding thé.’

‘Nhu vay la Simonides duong nhu ham y khac, khong phai ¥ nay, khi ong ay
n6i phan ciia nguoi nao tra lai nguoi nay 1a hop 1y phai 1€,

‘Vang, di nhién y khéc,” thanh nién tlep 101. “Vi ong ay nghi gitra ban be dén
dap, cu xtr, 4n & voi nhau phai 1am diéu tot lanh, khong 1am diéu xau xa.’

‘Dung the ban nhéan phu hoa, ‘tra lai tién ban cho mugn khong phai la tra
lai cai can tra lai, néu hai ngudi 1a ban, néu viéc tra lai va viéc nhan lai
khéng c6 loi ma c6 hai d6i voi ngudi cho muon, [b] c6 phai hién diét dinh
noi Simonides ham y nhu vay khong?’

“Thua, phai.’
‘Nhu vay ngd bdi cling phai tra lai bat ké cai gi thudc vé ké thu?’

“Thua, phai,” thanh nién dap, “cai thuc vé ké thu, vang dung thé, cai phai tra
lai ké thu, theo ti€u diét, cai ké thu no ké thu cling 1a cai hop voi ké thu, do 1a



cai hai.’
‘Xem ra duong nhu ‘Simonides sit dung tir ngit véi an y, dinh nghia cong
binh chinh tryc mo ho,” ban nhan nhan xét, ‘cung cach thi si la vay! [c] Ong

ay mudn dinh nghia cong binh chinh tryc 1a cua nguoi nao tra lai nguoi nay
la phai, song ong ay lai goi cai do 1a “cai phai trd.”

‘Tiéu diét ngac nhién tién sinh nghi khac,” thanh nién to ve thang thét.
‘Dau thé vui long lang nghe,” ban nhan tiép 10i, ‘gia du c6 nguoi hoi ong ay:
“Nhu v@y kha nang y hoc goi la gi ho thi si Simonides? Kha nang dé phai

thé ndo, thich hop ra sao va phuc vu ai?” Hién diét nghi 6ng ay sé& tra 10i thé
nao?’

‘D1 nhién d6 la kha nang cung cap cho thé xac thuoc men, thuc pham, nudc
uong.’

‘Néu c6 ngudi hoi ong ay cling cau hoi nhu thé vé lam bép, niu in thi sao?
Ngo boi goi kha nang do 1a gi? Kha nang d6 cé cung cap cai can tra lai va
cai thich hop hay khong, va kha nang dé cho cai do cai gi?’

‘Thua, d6 12 kha ning [d] cung cip huong vi cho thirc an.’

‘Vay kha ning ngd bdi goi 1a cong binh chinh truc cung cap céi gi va cung
cap cho ai?’

“Thura, tién sinh, dé cho pht hop voi nhitng gi d3 noi,” thanh nién déap, ‘dé 1a
kha ndng mang lgi cho ban, dem hai cho thu.’

‘Boi thé Simonides chu truong cong binh chinh tryc 1a lam 1¢1 cho ban, lam
hai cho thu, phai khong?’

‘Tiéu diét nghi vay.’

‘Vay vé chuyén 6m dau va khoe manh, ai c6 thé mang 1oi cho ban, dem hai
cho thu?’

‘Y s1”’
“Nguy hiém khi di bién [e]?

‘Thuyén trudng.’



‘Thé nguoi cong binh chinh tryc thi sao? O méi trudng hay hoat dong nao
trong cudc song ngudi do co kha nang dem loi cho ban, hai cho thu?’

‘Khi c6 chién tranh, tiéu diét nghi, nguodi do6 danh lai ké thu va bénh vuc
bang hitu.’

‘Pong ¥, nhung Polemarchus quy mén oi, y si vo dung trir phi nguoi ta 6m
dau, phai khong?’

‘Vang, ding thé.’
‘Thuyén truong vo dung trir phi nguoi ta vuot bién ra di, ding khéng?’
‘Thua, ding thé.’

‘Vay hién diét c6 nghi nguoi cong binh chinh tryc vo dung khi ngd boi
khong di vao chién tranh khong?’

‘Khong, tiéu diét khong nghi vay.’

‘Nhu vay cong binh chinh truc cling ich dung trong thoi binh?’
‘Vang.’ [333a]

‘Nghé nong ciing vay, phai khong?’

‘Thua, phai.’

‘Cung cap cho ngd bdi hoa mau, lua gao.’

‘Vang.’

‘Ca nghé 1am gidy nira?’

‘Vang.’

‘Cung cap giay cho ngd bdi, ban nhan nghi hién diét s& néi.’
‘Thua, dung thé.’

‘O, vay ngd bdi dung cong binh chinh tryc dé lam gi? Cong binh chinh truc

dem lai cho ngd bdi cai chi? Hién diét co nghi cong binh chinh tryc ich loi
trong thoi binh khong h6?’



“Thot do6 ich dung cho viéc lam an, budén ban, thua tién sinh.’

‘Nhu vay 1a hién di¢t muon néi hop dong, hop tac, giao dich gitra con nguoi
vG1 con nguoi, hay thé nao?’

‘Vang, khi con ngudi budce vao hop tac voi nhau.’

‘A, néu giao dich 1a cudc dau co, nguoi cong binh chinh truc [b] 1a ngudi
cong tac tot dep va ich dung hay ngudi choi co?’

‘Nguoi choi co.’

‘Néu la viéc dat gach tron vira, nguoi cong binh chinh truc ¢6 1a ngudi cong
tac dac y va ich dung hon nguoi thg né khong?”

‘Khong.’

‘0, thé di vao loai giao dich nao thi nguoi cong binh chinh truc la nguoi
cong tac kha hon ngudi thg né hodc nguoi nhac si? Nguoi do hon nguoi
nhac si ¢ cho nao trong khi ngudi nhac st hon ngudi do6 ¢ am nhac?’

‘O chd dinh dang dén tién bac, tiéu diét thién nghi.’

‘O, trir ra ¢6 18, Polemarchus oi,” ban nhan noi, ‘khi sir dung tién bac. Chéng
han ng6 béi mua hay ban con ngua, nguoi luyén ngua s€ la nguoi cong tac
tot hon phai khong [c]?’

‘Tiéu diét nghi vay.’

‘Néu hién diét mudn mua hay ban chiéc thuyén, nguodi dong thuyén hay
nguoi lai thuyén 1a ngudi cong tac tot hon?’

‘Duong nhu tuong ty.’

‘Vay khi str dung vang bac dé giai quyét dich vu hop tac trong trudng hop
nao nguoi cong binh chinh tryc ich dung hon ngudi khac?’

‘Khi ngd bdi ky thac hay giit kin dé danh, thua tién sinh.”

‘Hién di¢t mudn noi khi hién di¢t khong muon dem ra st dung, ma dé vao
kho gitr kin chur gi?’

‘Thua, phai.’



‘Nhu vay 1a khi khong st dung tién bac, ngd bdi thiy cong binh chinh truc
ich dung phai khong?’ [d]

‘Xem ra co ve vay.’

“Va khi hién diét cat dao tia cdy vao noi an toan, cong binh chinh tryc s€ ich
dung cho ca ngudi cdng tac 1an ban than hlen diét; nhung khi hién diét dem
ra sir dung, dao tia cdy ich dung voi viéc trong trot phai khong?’

‘T1€u diet nghi vay.’

‘Hién di€t c6 nghi néu mudn bao vé chiéc khién hodc cay dan cho an toan,
hién di€t can nguoi cong binh chinh truc, trai lai néu dem ra st dung, hién
di€t can binh si hoac nhac si phai khong?’

‘Thua, can.’

‘Boi the do1 vl moi chuyén cling vay, khi hién di¢t dem do ra st dung, cong
binh chinh tryc tré nén v6 dung, khi hién diét khong dem do ra st dung,
cong binh chinh tryc tré nén httu dung phai khong?’

‘Cole’

‘Neu vy, than httu oi, cong binh chinh tryc [e] khong thé 1a tht ¢o gia tri,
néu chi hitu dung khi do khong dung. Con diéu nira ngd bdi nén suy ngam.
Trong dau vo, ddu quyén hoic bat ké hinh thirc ddu nao, ngudi gioi tn cong
cling 1a nguoi gidi phong thu phai khong?’

‘Thua, dang.’

“Va nguoi biét phong bénh ciing 1a nguoi bi mat gay bénh chir gi?’

‘Thua, phai.’

‘Ngudi [334a] co tai dan doi quan tro yé an toan sau chién dich ciing 1a
nguoil cO kha nang danh lwa, an trom ké hoach, pha tan am muu quan thu
phai khong?’

‘Thua, tiéu diét nghi vay.’

‘Vay nguoi tai canh gac cling 1a nguoi gioi an trom.’



‘Thua, chic thé.’

‘Néu vay nguoi cong binh chinh truc gioi cat gitt cling 1a nguoi khéo an trom
tién bac.’

‘Thua, it nhat d6 13 két luan tranh ludn cho théy. ’

‘Nhu Vay nguoi cong binh chinh tryc c¢6 vé 1a mot loai ké trdm,” ban nhéan
tiép 101, ‘quan niém nay c6 1& hién diét rat ra tr Homer [b]. Thi si dé cao
Autolykos ong ngoai Odysseus, dong thoi ciing cho thdy 130 gia vuot xa
moi ngudi vé tai dn trom va thé gian. Bai thé cong binh chinh truc theo hién
diét, Homer va Simonides 14 loai an trém mac du thuc hién 12 nham gitp ban
hozc hai thu. Hién diét nghi vay phai khong?’

‘Thua, khéng han vdy,” thanh nién dap, ‘song tiéu diét khong con nam virng
minh dinh n6éi gi. Dau vay tiéu diét van nghi cong binh chinh truc 1a giup
ban hai thu.’

‘Khi noi ban, hién diét c6 ham ¥y nguoi ¢ ve tir té [c] hodc nguoi thuc su ti
té du ho khong c¢6 vé nhu vay khong? Va véi thu cling thé ha?’

‘Thua, sy thé duong nhu’ cho thiy wa hay ghét tiy theo con ngudi nghi, coi
ban 14 tét, coi thu 1a x4u.”

‘Phai chiang nguoi doi thuong lam chuyén ndy, nghi con nguoi tot trong khi
con nguoi khong tot, va nguoc lai?’

‘Thua, dung thé.’

‘Vay khi chuyén nhu thé xay ra, con nguoi ¢6 coi nguoi tur té la thu va nguoi
xau xa la ban khong ho?’

‘Nén.’
‘Vay nghia la nén gitp nguoi xau xa hai nguoi tu te. [d]
‘T1€u diét nghi nén.’

‘Nhung ngudi tir té 1a ngudi cong binh chinh tryc, khong phai loai ngudi lam
di€u sai trai.’

‘Thura, dGng thé.’



‘Nhu vay theo chiéu huéng 1y ludn ctia hién diét, hai nguoi khong 1am diéu
sai trai la phai.’

‘O, khong, khong pha1 thé, thua tién sinh,” thanh nién néi. ‘Xem ra c6 vé ly
luan cua tiéu diét sai lam.’

“Vay,” ban nhan ti€p 101, ‘hai ké lam dicu sai trai, giip nguoi lam diéu ding
dan 1a phai, phai khong?’

‘Thua, vay nghe hop 1y hon.’

‘Nhung vi trong nhén dinh co nhiéu nguoi lam, Polemarchus o1, nén thuong
thay xay ra chuyén [e] nguoi doi cho rang hai ban ho coi la xau, giup thu ho
coi 1a ot 1a phai. Neu khang dinh diéu nay, ngd bdi s& mau thuin voi diéu
Simonides mu6n noi.’

“Thua,” thanh nién tiép 101, ‘d6 1a két qua nhiing gingo boi dang ban. Bai thé
nén dat lai van dé thay d6i nhitng gi da dinh tir dau. Vi dinh nghia cta ngd
bbi vé ban va thu c6 18 khong ding.’

‘Khong dung thé nao, Polemarchus?’
‘Khi ngd boi noi ngudi ¢ vé tir té 1a ban.’
‘Thay vi thé nén thay di ra sao?” Ban nhan hoi.

‘Nén dinh nghia nguoi khong phai chi to vé tur té, ma thyc su tir té 1a ban;
ngudi c6 vé tir t&, song thuc su khong tir té, [335a] 1a ban bé ngoai, khong
phai ban dich thuc. V&i ké thu cling vay.’

“Theo 16i 1y luan nhu thé nguoi tir té 1 ban, ngudi xau xa la thu.”

‘Vang.’

‘Nhu vay 1 hién diét mudn ngd bodi thém vao dinh nghia trude day vé cong
binh chinh truc (cong binh chinh tryc 1a lam t6t cho ban, lam hai cho thu),
bang cach khang dinh nén lam di€u tot v&i ban mién ban 1a nguoi tot, [am
di€u xau vo1 thu mién thu 1a nguoi xau, phai khong?’

‘Thua, tiéu diét nghi n6i nhu thé méi phai.” [b]

‘Nguoi cong binh chinh truc ¢d nén hai con nguoi bat ké con nguoi thé nao



khong h6?’

‘Thu’a, nén,’ thanh nién dap, ‘minh phai lam hai nguo1 xau xa, ho la ké thu
2 b . 2 .
cua minh.’

‘Néu ham hai con ngua ng6 boi lam no6 tot hon hay xau hon?’
‘Xau hon.’

‘Xau hon nghia 1 theo mirc d6 tuyét hao, cin cir vao d6 ngd bdi danh gia
ngua, cht khong phai ch6?’

‘Thua, phai.’

‘Ch¢ cling vay. Con cho néu bi him hai s& trd thanh con chd xau xa theo
muc do tuyét hdo, can clr vao d6 ngo boi danh gid cho, chir khong phai ngua.
Phai vay khong?’

‘Dung vay.’

‘Nhung [c] d6i voi con ngudi, quy hitu oi, ngd bdi 6 nén nédi néu bi ham hai
con nguodi s€ trd thanh xau xa theo mirc do tuyét hao cua con ngudi khong
ho?

‘Duong nhién.’

‘Thé cong binh chinh truc khong phai mtc d tuyét hao cta con ngudi u?’

‘Thua, phai chir.’

‘Nhu vay can noi thém, Polemarchus o1, con nguoi néu bi ham hai sé€ tré
thanh bat cong, bat chinh gap bdi.’

‘Su thé dudng nhu vay.’

‘O, nhac si ¢6 nén sir dung kha nang dé lam cho hoc sinh trd thanh kém coéi
vé am nhac khong?’

‘Khong nén.’

‘Nguoi luyén ngua c6 nén str dung kha nang dé lam cho hoc vién tr¢ thanh
kém céi v€ cudi ngua khong?’



‘Chic khong.’

‘Ngudi cong binh chinh truc ¢6 nén sir dung cong binh chinh truc dé 1am cho
nguoi khac bat cong bat chinh khong? Hodc, tom lai, nguoi tir t€ c6 nén sur
dung tir t€ dé lam cho nguo1 khac xau xa khong?’ [d]

‘Chang nén.’

‘Ban nhan noi thé 1a vi chitc ndng cua nhiét khong phai lam cho moi vat
lanh, ma 1a chirc nang ctua doi1 1ap cia nhiét.’

‘Vang.’

‘Chtrc nang cua kho khong phai 1am cho moi1 vat uét, ma la chirc nang ctua
doi lap cua kho.’

‘Thura, ding thé.’

‘Nhu vay lam hai con nguoi khong phal chtrc ning cta ngudi tir té, ma 1a
chtrc nang cua doi lap cta nguoi tir té.”

‘Tiéu diét nghi vay.’

‘Thé ngudi cong binh chinh truc ¢6 phai nguoi tir té khong ha?’

‘Thua, di nhién.’

‘Nhu vay, Polemarchus o1, chuc nang cua nguoi cong binh chinh tryc khong
phai lam hai than hiru hay bat ky ai, ma la chirc nang cua nguoi doi lap,
nguoi bat cong bat chinh.’

‘Thua, tiéu diét nghi tién sinh noi rat u chinh xac.’

‘Béi thé cho rang cong binh chinh tryc la phan ngudi nao tra lai nguoi nay
[e] 1a phai, la dung, néu viéc tra lai ham y nguoi cong binh chinh tryc dem
hai cho thu, mang loi cho ban, chu truong d6 la chu truong khong ai hiu
biét lam ca. Ban nhan muon noi, chu truong do6 sai lam. Ngo6 boi da thay lam
hai bat ky ai bat ké luc nao khong bao gio 1a phai.’

‘Tiéu diét dong .’

‘Vay hién diét va ban nhan sé cung nhau hiép luc tranh luan quyét liét voi1



bét ky ai khang dinh quan diém d6 1a cia Simonides, Bias, Pittacus hay bat
ky vi nao trong nhém hién triét vo cung tham thay.’

‘Thua, phan riéng,” thanh nién dap, ‘tiéu diét sdn sang dung canh tién sinh
tham gia cuQc tranh luan.’

‘Hién diét co6 hay theo ban nhan quan diém chu truong giup ban hai thu
[336a] la phai I€ 1a cua ai khong 2’

‘Ctia ai vay, ho tién sinh?’

‘Theo ban nhan, do 1a quan diém cua Periander, Perdiccas, Xerxes, Ismenias
thanh Thebes hoac nguoi giau cd, cao ngao tudng tuong ban than quyeén thé
vO han vo bién.

‘Piéu tién sinh no61 vo cung chi 1y.’

‘O, 0, > ban nhéan tiép 101, ‘bay gio den day da thay cong binh chinh tryc va
cu xr tir t&, dn & phai 18 khong chi gdm c6 vay, ngd bdi ¢ nén dua ra dinh
nghia thay thé hay khong?”’

Trong lic ngd bodi mai mé trao d6i ¥ kién Thrasymachus nhiéu lan tim cach
[b] ngan chan, song nguoi ng01 bén canh ngin can, ho mubn nghe tranh luin
két thiic. Nhung dén lic ngd boi ‘ngung, ban nhén hoi lan chot, khong con co
thé im lang duoc nita, dang ve ham ham, duong sy thu minh chom 1én chang
khac thu dir lam nhu mudn xé xac ngd bdi. Polemarchus va ban nhan ring
minh, hét hon. Budc ra giita nhom duwong su hung ho thot 1oi: “‘Chuyén gi
khién nhi vi tir ndy dén gio ban tim dén thé hd Socrates tién sinh? [c] Tai sao
cir khum nim, lich sy nhudng bude cho nhau phi Iy nhu Vay‘? Neu thuc su
muon biét cong binh chinh tryc la gi, xin dung dat cau hot, ro1 muon to ra tai
ba bé lai bat ky ai tra lo1. Tién sinh thtra hiéu dit cau hoi dé nhu tré ban tay,
tra 101 cau hoi kho nhu mo kim day bién. Xin cho ngd boi hay cau tra 10i ctia
tién sinh, va cho ngd boi biét tién sinh nghi thé nao 1a cong binh chinh tryc.
Xin [d] ding néi voi bi phu d6 1 bon phan, 1a muu chudc, 1a loi thé hay loi
diém, bi phu s& khong chiu noi thtr néi dai dong, trong rong nhu thé, cho bi
phu hay dinh nghia chinh xac va r0 rang.’

Choang vang vi 10i tin cong don dap ban nhén that kinh nhin duong su. Néu
chua théy mat trudc khi duong su théy mat ban nhan, ban nhan s& chét lang
khong noi nén 10i. Rat may da dé y nhin lac duong sy bat dau ndi nong trong
cudc tranh luan, vi thé lya chiéu dap lai, ban nhan run réy, rut r¢ [e] nho nhe:
‘Xin dimg ning 16i véi ngd bdi, Thrasymachus. Trong khi tranh ludn, tim



hiéu quan diém néu c6 pham sai lam khang dinh v61 quy nhén, Polemarchus
va ban nhén v6 tinh chir khong c¢d y. Boi 1& néu tim tién cua, quy nhén cr tin
di, bat luan tinh hudng thé nao, ngd bdi s& khong bao gid sin sang nhudng
budc cho nguoi khac trong cudc kiém tim va vi lich sy bo 15 co may h‘mg
suc cho ra. Ngo bbi di tim cong binh chinh tryc, vi cong binh chinh tryc gia
trj gap boi vang bac. Boi thé quy nhéan dimg nghi, do ngu mudi trién hodn
1An nhau, ngd bbi s& loi 1a khong co gang tim den noi dén chon. Ban nhan
khang dinh vO1 quy nhén ngd bbi cb hét stc. Tiée chang la cong viéc ngoai
kha nang, néu ngd bdi thiéu khon khéo, ban nhan chic vay, ngudi khon khéo
nhu quy nhén nén thuong hai [337a] chir dung sung s, quau quo voi ngd
boi.’

Lang nghe roi pha ra cuoi, tiéng cudi duom vé mia mai hét sic,
Thrasymachus tuén 10i: ‘Oi chao! Socrates lai hién nguyén hinh gia bo dét
dac can mai! Bi phu biét su thé thé nao cling dién ra; khong nhiing thé luc
nay bi phu con noi voi may ‘nguoi hién dién ¢ day, tién sinh s& khong bao
glo san long biéu 160 quan diém ma rap tam lam ra vé khong biét 1am bat ké
cai gi chur khong chiu tra 101 cau hoi.’

‘Ay chi vi quy nhan khén khéo qua chumg, Thrasymachus,” ban nhan dap.
‘Boi thé quy nhén thira biét sy thé néu hoi ngudi nao d6 thé nao 1a mudi hai,
roi nhu bao dong dan trudce: “Anh o1, nhd dung n61 muoi hai la hai lan sau,
[b] ba 1an bdn, sau 1an hai hodc bdn lan ba. T6i s& khong chiu loai phi ly do
dau.” Va ban nhén tin chic quy nhan biét rd khong ai s€ tra 101 nhu thé. Trai
lai, nguoi d6 s& hoi: “Thrasymachus, anh mudn thé nao? Anh khong mudn
to1 tra 101 bat ké cau hoi nao anh néu phai khong, ngay ca cau dung? To1 s&
no6i thé ndo ngoai sy that, nghia 13, anh c6 mudn t6i tra 101 sai khong?” [c]
Quy nhan s€ tra 101 nguoi do6 ra sao?’

‘O, so sanh nhu vay khong chinh, hai truong hop khong giéng nhau!” Puong
su dap.

‘“Tal sao khong?” Ban nhan don 10i. ‘Va chang du hai truong hop khong
gidng nhau, song glong nhau d6i vO1 nguodl quy nhan hoi, ngd boi cing
khong nén ngin can bat ky ai tra 101, néu ngudi d6 thay dung, bat ké ngd boi
ung hay khong.’

‘Thua, d6 1a diéu tién sinh s& 1am phai khong?’ Puong sy hoi. ‘Tra 10i mot
trong s6 cau bi phu bac bo?’

‘Ban nhan s€ khong ngac nhién néu quyét dinh lam vay sau khi xem xét van



de.’

‘Néu bi phu dua ra dinh nghia khic han, song dtung hon, [d] vé cong binh
chinh tryuc thi sao,” duong sy héi lai, ‘tién sinh chiu phat va thé nao?’

‘Phat va xtmg dang danh cho dbt nat, di nhién,” ban nhan khéng dinh, ‘xting
dang vi nguoi dot phai hoc nguoi gioi; do la phat va ban nhan ximg dang
don nhan.’

‘Dé nghi kha 4i!” Puong su ti€p 101, ‘nhung muodn hoc hoi tién sinh con phai
tra hoc phi.’

‘Ban nhan sé tra khi co tién.’

‘Tién khong thanh van dé,” Glaucon chen 101, ‘ngd bdi s& chung gop tra cho
Socrates. Vay cho moi nguoi hay dinh nghia, Thrasymachus.’

‘Vang, san sang!” Puong sy tiép 10i. “Dé Socrates tiép tuc trd choi ¢b hiu,
[e] khong bay td quan diém, song phé binh, phan bac khi nguoi khéc té bay.’

‘Nhung, quy nhan quy hoa oi, sé di vay 4y chi vi ban nhan khong biét 1am
thé nao!” Ban nhan giai thich. ‘Lam sao c6 thé boc 10 quan diém khi trude
hét khong nhitng minh dot ma con thira nhan minh dot? Sau nita du c6 biét
cling khong duoc noi nguoc lai quan diém cta ngudi tim voc dang ké?
Khong, quy nhan phai néi mdi phai, [338a] nhat dinh, vi tuyén bd biét va
muén noéi d6i diéu. Vay xin vui long 1am nhur ban nhan yéu cau. Noi rd quan
diém ctia minh 13 quy nhan biéu 16 cam tinh v&i ban nhan, dong thdi hoan hi
giang giai cho Glaucon va moi nguoi hién di¢n ¢ day cung hay.’

Nghe noi thé Glaucon va mdy ngudi bén héi thiac dwong su lam nhu ban
nhan dé nghi. RS rang mudn noi vi nghi & dia vi bé thé khién moi ngudi ca
ngoi, vay ma duong su tiép tuc che giéu, nai ¢ ban nhan méi la nguoi phai
n6i quan diém cta minh. Nhung cudi cing duong su nhuogng bg, sau do noi
thém: ‘Bay gio [b] quy vi s& thdy Socrates thim hau thé ndo, tién sinh tu
chéi khong chiu day do bét cr ai cai gi, thay vi thé 1an mo, quanh quan hoc
hoi nguoi khac, dau vay dé dén dap ciing khong ngé mot 101 cam on.’

‘Thrasymachus, quy nhan néi rat phai khi bao ban nhan hoc hoi ngudi khac,’
ban nhan dép 101, ‘song chang dung ti nao khi néi ban nhan khong biét bay to
cam on. Ban nhan dén dap theo kha nang, chi con biét ngo 10i ca ngoi, vi
khong c6 tién bac. Néu thiy ai tra 1i t6t dep, ban nhan sin sang hoan
nghénh, quy nhan s& thay tirc thi khi néi cho moi nguoi hay quan diém, vi



ban nhén tin chic quan diém d6 t6t dep.’

‘Vang, [c] vay xin lang nghe,” duong su dap. ‘Quan diém cta bi phu 12 cong
binh chinh tryc hay phai 1€ chi la quyen loi ctia phe manh. O, tai sao quy vi
khong tan thuong? Bi phu biét quy vi s& bac bo.’

‘Ban nhén s& tan thuong khi hiéu quy nhan muén néi gi,” ban nhan ndi voi
duong su. “Vi hién thoi ban nhan chua hiéu. Quy nhan néi 18 phai 1a quyén
lgi cua phe manh. Nhung troi dat quy than oi, Thrasymachus, quy nhan ham
¥ gi khi néi quyén loi? Chac han quy nhan khong muén noi s¢ di vo si do vat
Poulydamas khoe hon ngd bbi, vi thé c6 loi diém, nham boi bo cho than thé
cuong trang, nén an thit bo, boi mon nay co loi, do vay cing phai 1€ d6i voi
ngd boi yéu hon duong su [d] chur gi?’

‘Socrates, tién sinh kinh qua, khiép qua,” duong su dap lai, “giai thich theo
cung cach s€ tao diéu kién cho ban than khéng ngan ngai bop méo, bé queo
diéu bi phu trinh bay.’

‘Khong phai ti nao, Thrasymachus, quy nhan hiéu 1am ban nhan r01 > ban
nhan tiép 10i. ‘Ban nhan chi mudn quy nhan giai thich rd rang hon nira.’

‘Vang, tién sinh ¢ biét trong s6 thanh quoc ctia ngd bdi co thanh qudc doc
tai, co thanh qudc dan chi, ¢ thanh qubc quy toc khong?’

‘Co chu.’

“Va tién sinh c6 biét & thanh quoc nhu thé quyén hanh nam trong tay phe cai
tr1 khong?’

‘Biét chu.’

‘Tuy loai chinh quyén, [e] ban hanh luat phap chinh quyén déu nham bao vé
quyén loi cua ho, chinh quyén dan cha ban hanh luat phap dan chu, chinh
quyén doc tai ban hanh luat phap doc tai, chinh quyen khac lam tuong ty.
Khi ban hanh luat phap chinh quyén nao cling khang dinh 1o rét cai cong
binh, hop 1y vo1 thir dan la cai dung voi quyén lgi cua ho, nguoi cam quyen
néu tach khoi, di nguoc cai ¢6 1oi v6i chinh quyén 1a pham luét, 1am sai s& bi
trung tri. Thua, tién sinh, bi phu xac dinh cong binh, hop ly 1a vay. Su thé &
thanh quéc nao cling thé, do la quyen lgi cua chinh quyén hi¢n htru. [339a]
Di nhién, chinh quyén do nam quyén luc qudc gia. Boi thé néu 1y luan dang
cach ngd bdi sé thay cong binh, hop 1y ludn ludn twong tu, bat ky o dau déu
1a quyén loi ctia phe manh.’



‘Véng,” ban nhéan tiép 101, ‘ban nhén hiéu ¥ quy nhan. Tiép theo ngd bdi can
phén tich xem di€u quy nhan khang dinh ding hay sai. Tra 161 quy nhén néi
cong binh, hop 1y la quyén loi, mdc du day la cau tra 161 quy nhan khong
dong ¥ ban nhan dua ra, song ngay d6 quy nhan lai thém “pham chat ctia phe
manh”.’

‘Pham chat tim thudng, [b] bi phu nghi tién sinh s& noi.”

‘Y nghia pham g:hét quan trong hay khong chua 6 rét; cai ro rét la ngd boi
phai xem xét di€u quy nhan noi dang hay khﬁng. Diém can noéi1 la ban nhén
hoan toan dong y cong binh, hop Iy la quyén lgi; song bdi thém pham chat

quy nhan khang dinh do la quyén loi cua phe manh; vi ban nhan chua nam
vitng ¥ kién vé pham chat, vy ngd boi can di siu vao van dé.’

“Xin tiép tuc.’

‘Vang, vang,” ban nhan é a, ‘thua, day 1a cau hoi. Quy nhan bao tuan lénh
chinh quyén, lam theo quyén lyc cai tri cling phai, ding khong?’

‘Thua, dang.’

‘Thé ngudi ndm quyén & moi thanh qudc khong bao gio sai 1am hay c6 thé
sai lam? [c]

‘Di nhién ho c6 thé sai 1am.’

‘Vi thé khi 1am luat ho c6 thé lam ding hodc c6 thé 1am sai.’

‘Bi phu nghi rat c6 thé thé day.’

‘Néu ho lam dung, diéu luat ho 1am s& phuc vu quyen loi ctia hoj; trai lai, néu
ho 1am sai, diéu luat ho 1am s& khong dap tng quyén loi ctia ho. C6 phai quy
nhan dinh néi thé khong?’

‘Vang.’

‘Va quy nhan con noi thtr dan phai cu xtr dung luat ho ban hanh, vi d6 1a
phai I€, hop 1y.’

‘Di nhién.’

‘Vay theo chiéu hudng 1y ludn cua quy nhan 1am phai 13 lam theo khong



nhitng [d] quyén loi phe manh ma ca quyén loi phe ddi lap.”
‘Tién sinh mudn néi gi vay?” Puong sy giat giong hoi.

‘A, ban nhan n61 y hét quy nhan. Tuy nhién, ngo b01 nén xem xet van dé cin
k& hon nira. Thé ngd boi da chang dong ¥ nguoi cam quyeén, khi ha Iénh thtr
dan lam theo diéu gi, doi khi sai 1am quyét liét v6i chinh quyén loi cia ho,
va ngo b01 cling dong y thu dan tuan theo diéu luat 1a phai phép, bat ké
ngudi cAm quyén ra 1énh thé ndo r6i sao?’

‘Bi phu nghi ngd bdi da dong y.”

‘Thé thi [e] quy nhan cling phai cong nhan,” ban nhén tlep tuc, ‘lam diéu bat
loi cho chinh quyén va phe manh 13 phai phép. Khi nguoi cam quyén ra lénh
sai 1am, bat loi cho ho, vi quy nhan khang dinh, thir dan lam theo 1énh chinh
quyén 1a phai phép, nhu vay Thrasymachus quy mén oi, trong truong hop
d6, 1am nguoc diéu quy nhan néi ding hay sai? Ban nhan muén néi phe yéu
theo 1énh phai 1am céi bat loi cho phe manh. Vi hiéu biét cao rong quy nhan
tAt nhién nhan ra su thé tiép theo.’

‘Socrates tién sinh, két luan kha 1 rang,” [340a] Polemarchus la 16n.
‘Pung thé,” Cleitophon chen 101, ‘néu ngd bdi tin 16 quy hiru.’

‘Khong phai van de 161 bi nhéan,” Polemarchus dap, ‘r6 rang Thrasymachus
dong v ngudi cam quyén doi khi ban luat c6 hai cho ho, thir dan tuan theo
luat do 1a phai phép.’

‘Ay chi vi, Polemarchus o1, Thrasymachus khang dinh tuan hanh luat cua
nguol cam quyén 1a phai.’

“Vi [b] Cleitophon biét chtr, dwong su ciing chil truong quyén loi cua phe
manh 13 phai. Khang dinh ca hai dléu duong sy con thira nhan phe manh do1
khi ban luat khong duang véi quyen loi cta ho, phe yéu tht dan phai nham
mat tudn theo. Tir tién dé d6 ngd boi rat ra két luan 18 phai, cong binh chinh
true 14 cai ¢o loi, dong thoi cling 1 cai ¢o hai cho phe manh, khong hon
khong kém.’

‘Nhung,” Cleitophon phan d6i, ‘diéu Thrasymachus mudn noi quyen lgi cua
phe manh 1a diéu phe manh nghi d6 13 quyén loi cia ho. P6 1a diéu tht dan
phai tuan theo, va d6 1a diém Thrasymachus chu truong hop 1y, phai 18, cong
binh chinh tryc 14 thé nao.’



‘Nhung Thrasymachus khong noi1 vay,” Polemarchus nhan xét.

‘Khong sao, [c] Polemarchus,” ban nhan d& 10i. ‘Néu d6 la diéu
Thrasyrnachus muon nodi, ngd bdi chap nhan quan dlem Vay Thrasymachus,
vui 10ng cho ban nhéan hay phai ching quy nhan mudn dinh nghia phai I8,
hop 1y, cong binh chinh truyc 1a diéu hinh nhu doi voi phe manh 14 quyén loi
cua ho, du co thyc su 1a vay hay khong? Va phai chang do la diéu quy nhan
mudn néi moi ngudi nén chap nhan?”’

‘Khoéng phai!” duong sy dap, ‘tién sinh c6 nghi bi phu go1 nguoi lam diéu sai
lam la “phe manh’ chi vi nguoi do6 lam diéu sai lam khong?’

‘Ban nhan nghi do 1a Qiéu quy nhan muéq n6i khi déng ¥ nguoi cAm quyén
khong phai khong sai 1am, ma doéi khi sai lam.”

‘S¢ di vay [d] 4y 1a vi tién sinh 13 ngudi muu mo bat chet trong khi tranh
luan. Vira chot nghi xin hoi, tién sinh c6 goi ngudi lam 13i khi chan bénh 1a y
si chi vi ngudi d6 sai lam khong? Tién sinh c6 goi ngudi lam 16i khi tinh
toan 1a nha toan hoc chi vi nguoi d6 sai lam khong? Sur dung hinh thirc ngdn
tir theo thoi quen ngd bdi bao y si, gido su hay nha toan hoc sai 1am; nhung
thue ra, theo thién y, ngd béi goi tung nguoi theo cuong vi [e], khong nguoi
nao sai 1am bao gio. Boi thé mudn cho chinh xac (chinh xac 1a cai tién sinh
nham), khong c6 nghé nhan thanh thao nao sai lam ca. Ngh¢ nhan sai lam 1a
vi kién thirc non nét. Néu thé khong con 1a nghé nhan lanh nghé. Do vay
khong c6 nghe nhén nao, nha khoa hoc nao bao gio sai lam, va ctng khong
c6 ngudi cai tri nao sai Jam chimg nao nguoi d6 con nam quyén cai tri. Mic
du trong ngén ngtr thong thuong qua thyc c6 nguoi noi y si nay hoac nguoi
cam quyén no sai lam. Va boi thé khi bi phu dién ta quan diém, tién sinh nén
nghi bi phu cing no6i nhu thé. Muon thyc sy chinh xac ngd, boi phai noi
ngudi cAm quyén chimng nao con cam quyén [341a] khong sai lam, do vay ha
Iénh khong bao gio sai lam céi ¢6 1oi cho ho, thit dan phai tuan theo. Va do
vay, nhu bi phu néi tir dau, phai 18, hop 1y, cong binh chinh tryc 1 lam theo
quyén loi ctia phe manh.’

‘0,” ban nhan 4m W, ‘nhu vy quy nhan nghi ban nhan 1a ké muu meo bat bi
phai khong Thrasymachus?’

‘Thua, dung thé.’

‘Va quy nhan nghi ban nhan dung tdm sap dit cau hoi dé bé queo, bop méo
1y luan quy nhan dua ra chur gi?’



‘Bi phu biét chic thé thuc. Nhung cdu hoi khong din tién sinh téi dau, [b]
th&r nhat vi bi phu biét manh 16i nhan tam, tht nhi vi chirng nao bi phu biét
manh 161 d6, chimg ndy tién sinh khong thé st dung 1y luan nghién nat, dé
bep, ap ddo bi phu.’

‘Quy nhan than thwong oi! Ban nhan khong mo lam chuyén do. Song dé
cham dut tinh huong hién tai khoi tai dién, rat mong quy nhén lam sang to
diém nay. Khi n61 nguoi cam quyén va phe manh, quyén lg1 cua ho thir dan
phe yéu phai phuc vu 12 hop 1y, phai 1&, quy nhan sir dung s6 chit theo nghia
thong thuong hay nghia chinh xac?’

‘Bi phu mudn néi ngudi cam quyén theo nghia chinh xac hon hét,” duong su
dap. ‘Xin ap dung thu thuit so dang, manh khoe bat chet néu can! Bi phu
khong van xin thuong hai ndi tay. Dau thé tién sinh ciing khong tai nao dat
diéu mong muén.’

‘Nhat dinh roi,” ban nhan dap, ‘nhung quy nhan c6 nghi ban nhan dién ro,
ngu xuan dén do [c] vudt rau hum, dong vai mat giac gai bay lam hai quy
nhan khong?’

‘Tién sinh mdi thir d6 thoi,” duong sy dap, ‘ngay ca dén thé tién sinh ciing
khong may may dat két qua.’

‘O, nhan xét thé du rodi, tam gac chuyén dé sang bén,” ban nhan tiép 101,
‘nhung xin quy nhén cho hay y si theo nghia chinh xac quy nhén vua noi la
thuong nhan hay ngudi hanh nghé y khoa? Ban nhian muén noi nguoi thuc
sulaysi’

“Nguoi hanh nghé y khoa chita tri nguoi 6m dau.”

‘Thé thuyén trudng chiéc thuyén thi sao? Ong ta la thanh phan hay chi huy
thuy tha?’

‘Chi huy.’

‘Boi1 theo ban nhan nhan dinh [d] can ct vao sy kién 6ng ta hién dién trén
thuyén ma bao ong ta l1a thuy thu la sai. Ban nhan muo6n noi, khong phai vi
ong ta & trén thuyén ma ng6 boi goi la thuyén trudng, ma vi ong ta cd tay

nghé chuyén mén va kha ning diéu khién thity thu.’

‘Pung thé.’



‘Mobi nguoi trong s6 co quyén loi riéng biét ciia ho cht?’
‘Duong nhién.’

‘Phai chang day la truong hop vi ly do ton tai myc dich cua kha nang chuyén
mon lién h¢ 1a day manh va lo li¢u cho quyén lgi d6 phai khong?’

‘Phai, muyc dich tay nghé chuyén mén 13 vay,” duong sy dap.

‘C6 hinh thtrc kha ning chuyén mén nio nhim vuot qua, vuot trén mirc
tuyét hao khong ho?’

‘Tién sinh n6i thé nghia 13 thé ndo, bi phu khong hiéu?’ [e]

‘Vidu chéng han,” ban nhan dap, ‘quy nhan hoi than thé c6 thé séng doc 1ap,
khong can gi ngoai than thé khong, ban nhéan sé& tra 10i: “Puong nhién than
thé can. Do 1a Iy do tai sao tay nghe y khoa phat sinh, boi than thé co gioi
han, khiém khuyet nén khong thé song doc lap; kha nang y khoa phat trién
trong thuc té 1a dé chiam lo, sin séc quyén loi cta than thé.” Tra 101 nhu vay
c6 dung khong hé quy nhan?’

‘Thua, ding.’

‘Vay [342a] kha ning y khoa tu nd co khuyét diém, thiéu sot ching? Kha
ning d6 hay bat ky kha ning chuyén mon nao c6 can cai gi thic day dé dat
muc tuyét hao khong? Ban nhéan muén noi chéng han mit can nhin, tai can
nghe, vi thé hai thtr cling can kha nang lao luyén dé theo doi quyen loi, dong
thot cung Ung nhtung gi hai thtr can. Nhung phai chang dac dlem cua kha
nang nhuan nhuyén tu no bét toan, nén kha nang nao cuing can kha nang
khac dé y gium quyén loi [b], kha nang nay giup kha nang kia, va cu thé
gitip nhau bt tan? Hay mdi kha nang tw dé ¥ quyén loi ctia minh? C6 thuc
kha ning khong can ty minh xem xét hodc nhd kha ning khac xem xét sai
1am, thiéu sot, cung lac dé y quyén lgi cia minh hay khong? Vi kha nang
thanh thao khong sai lam hodc thiéu sot; cong vi¢c cua kha nang chuyén moén
cling khong tim kiém quyén loi cta bat ké cai gi trir d6i tuong cua no; kha
ning tinh thong ndo ciing tuyét hao, tuyét voi va chinh truc mién 1a hoan
toan va chinh dang trong vi thé ctia minh, dung nghia khong hon khong kém.
Xin dé y diém nay, sir dung ngdn tir chinh xac nhu ngd bdi da sir dung, va
cho hay ban nhan dang hay sai?’

‘T1ién sinh dung.’



‘Boi thé [c] y khoa dé y khong phai quyén loi ctia y khoa ma quyén loi cta
than the.’

‘Vang.’

‘Va luyén ngua dé y quyén loi ciia con ngua khong phai quyén lgi cua luyén
ngya. Tém lai, khong kha nang chuyén mon nao dé y quyén loi ctia minh (vi
khéng can), trir quyén loi cia dbi twong.’

‘Thua, nghe hop ly.’

‘Nhung, quy nhan o1, kha nang chuyén mon quan 1y va ki€m soat doi tugng
cua kha nang chuyén mon.’

Thrasymachus cling dong y di€ém nay, song c6 vé mién cudng hét strc.

‘Nhu vay khong nganh tri thac nao nghién ctru hodac ap dat quyén loi phe
manh hodc cdm quyén, ma nghién ctru, ap dat quyén loi phe yeu, thir dan,
doi tuong cua phe manh.’ [d]

Y nay cudi cung duong sy cing tan dong, mdc du tim du cach bi¢n luan
chéng d6i. Thay duong su dong ¥ ban nhan tiép 10i: ‘Do d6 y s1 vo1 tu cach
y si chtra bénh khong phai vi quyén loi cta y si ma vi quyén lgi ciia bénh
nhan. Béi ngd bodi di dong ¥ y si, theo nghia chinh x4c cua chit ndy, cham lo
than the, khong 1am thuong mai kiém 1oi phai khong?”

Duong su tan thanh.

“Va ngd bdi ciing ddng y thuyén trudng, nodi dung ra, chi huy thuy thi chir
khong la thuy thu dung khong 2

Puong su dong . [e]

‘Boi vay theo diung nghia nay thuyén truéng nam vai tro chi huy, song
khong ra 1énh nhim quyén loi cia minh ma nham quyén loi cta thiy thu
minh chi huy.’

Puong su dong ¥ mot cach guong gao.

‘Vi the Thrasymachus quy men 01,” ban nhan két luan, ‘khong nguoi cam
quyén ndo, véi tu cach nguoi cam quyeén, st dung quyen hanh, bat ké trong
linh vuc ndo, nham quyén loi ciia minh, ma nham quyén loi cua thir dan. Bat



ké ndi gi, [am gi luén ludn nghi té1 muc dich, ngudi cadm quyén phai dé y cai
ich lo1, cai thich hop vo1 thtr dan.’

Tranh luan [343a] dén chd nay hién nhién moi ngudi thdy dinh nghia cua
Thrasymachus vé cong binh chinh truc bi ddo nguoc. Thay vi trd 161 nhan xét
cudi cing ctia ban nhan, duong su noi: ‘Socrates, xin cho bi phu hay tién
sinh c6 vi nudi khong?’

‘Quy nhan ndi thé 1a thé nao?” Ban nhan hoi lai. “Thay vi tra 10i sao lai hoi
ban nhan nhu thé ?°

‘Vi v nuoi s€ dé tién sinh chay nhong, nudc mii tho 10 mac ké khong lau,
so sOt ranh ranh, nén tién sinh khong thé nhan ra khac biét gitra dan ctru va
nguoi chan cuu.’

‘Quy nhan néi thé thuc sy nghia 1 thé ndo ban nhan khong hiéu?’

‘Piéu bi phu mudn ndi 1a vi tién sinh cho rang muc phu chin curu, dé déy [b]
cai loi ctia dan ciru, dan dé, chin dat cho mép, trong nom can than nham
khong gi khac ma la cai lgi cua chu nhan va ban than; boi thé tién sinh
khong nhan thay, trong chinh tri, nguoi nam quyen cai tri dat nude, néu ho
thue su 1a ngudi ndm quyén, coi th dan y hét chang khac dan ciru, ngdy
dém khong nghi gi ma chi nghi lam thé nao qua thtr dan kiém loi cho minh.
Cai nhin cta tién sinh vé phai trai, cong binh, bat cong qua thuc 1éch lac [c].
Tién sinh khong hiéu cong binh hodc phai 1€ thyc sy nghia 1a cai c6 loi cho
ai, va phai 1€ nghia Ia phuc vu quyén loi cua ke manh nam quyén cai tri, 4p
dit phe yéu thtr dan phai tuan theo. Bt cong hodc trai 18 ngugc lai, bat cong
cai trl nguo1 thyc sy vo to1 va cong binh, ho chi nghi to1 quyén loi va hanh
phuc cua nguoi cai tri la phe manh, khong may may dé y quyén loi ban than
thudc phe yéu. Rat tiéc [d] tién sinh qua u ngdy tho; diu vay tién sinh can dé
¥ nguoi cong binh ludén ludn va ¢ dau cling chiu thiét thoi hon ngudi bat
cong. Chang han, trong li€n h¢ lam &n gilra hai bén, khi dich vu két thuc, tién
sinh s& khong thdy nguoi cong binh kha hon nguoi bat cong, ma kém han.
Hon nira, trong lién hé voi nha nude, khi phai dong thué, can cr trén loi tic
tuong dong, ngudi cong binh dong nhiéu, ngudi bat cong dong it; nhung khi
c6 cla phan chia, nguodi bat cong s& dugc nhiéu, nguoi cong binh chang
dugc gi. Béi thé [e] khi nham chirc 1am viéc, dau khong bi thua thiét, song
ngudi cong binh van dau khd, vi chénh mang viéc nha sa sut tham hai, vi
cong binh khong su dung cong quy, than nhén, bang hitu xa lanh, ghét bo boi
nguyén tic khong cho phep giap do néu khong dang luat, phai phép. Su thé
nguoc han v4i nguoi bat cong vé phuong dién vira nodi. Bi phu nghi toi ngudi



bi phu mudn ndi lac nay, nguoi co the huéng nhiéu theo quy mo l6n rong.
Xin dé ¥ ngudi d6, néu tién sinh mudn nhan dinh tu loi gia tang bao nhiéu
[344a] khi 1am trai hon 1am phai. Tién sinh co thé thay su thé hét stc dé
dang néu lay cuc diém cia bat cong va 1am trai 1a dem hanh phic tuyét voi
cho nguoi thuc hién, nhan chim nan nhan khong mudn 1am trai, bat cong
xudng bé kho den tdi, bi phu mudn néi, di nhién, ché do chuyén ché. Chuyén
ché khong phai chuyén an trom nhoé mon, bao luc so sai, ma cudp bdc toan
b, chiém doat khong 16 cta nguoi khac, thanh thién hay thé tuc, [b] cong
hay tu, tirc toc lién mot luc. Néu bi bat pham t0i nhu thé, day du chi tit, tién
sinh s€ bi trung phat va khién trach ning né: an trom dén tho, bat coc, pha
nha, Itra ddo, an cap la tén goi ngu’m ta dung chi nguoi bat cong lam viéc xau
xa vira ké. Trai lai, nguoi ngoai chuyén lay tién cta dan chung, bat ho dem
ban lam no 1¢, thay vi mang tén xau xa tuong tu, lai dugc goi la ngudi sung
suéng, hanh phiic,[c] khong nhitng do dan chiing ma con do bat ky ai nghe
tin nguoi d6 da lam sai trai hoan toan. Ly do khong phai vi s¢ lam sai trai,
ma vi s¢ ganh chiu sai trai, nguoi 1én an sai trai lam vay. Do do tién sinh
thay bat cong, néu c6 co may va hoan canh, khi xuat hién cu thé trén pham vi
thuan loi s& manh liét, phong tung, khing khiép nhiéu hon cong binh; su thé
ching to diéu bi phu noéi tir dau, cong binh 1a quyén loi cia phe manh, bat
cong 1a quyén loi ctia ban than.’

Sau khi [d] rét vao tai ngd bdi hang 16 tir nglt nhur nd ty ¢ nha tam doi nudc
cho khach hang, Thrasymachus dinh bo di. Nhung may nguoi khong chiu,
nang nic bao duong su phai & lai, giai thich diéu da noéi. Ung ho yéu cau cua
ho ban nhan ciling no61 nhu nan ni: ‘Thrasymachus quy hoa o, quy nhan n&
nao tung ra ly thuyét nhu Vay [e] trudc mat moi nguoi, roi gitr kin trong
long, sau d6 bo di khong giai thich thoa dang hodac xem xét co ding hay
khong. Hay la nghi quy nhan chi tim cach xac dinh van dé nho nho, khong
phai chiéu hudng cian ctt vao d6 moi ngudi trong sé ngd bdi s& noi theo dé
song cudc doi thich hop hon hét?’

‘Bi phu khong bao gid nghi d6 1a 1y thuyét.’

‘Quy nhén c6 vé vay,” ban nhan tiép 10i, ‘hoic c6 1& quy nhan khong thém dé
¥ dén ngd bdi, khong quan tam t61 chuyén ngd bdi song sung suong hay kho
s& do ngu dét khong hiéu cai quy nhin bao quy nhan biét. Nhung quy nhin
o1, gia tam hé 16 bi mat [345a] cho ngd b01 hay kién thtrc cua minh, lam Vay
d6i v01 quy nhan khong phai viéc 1am x4u, ma d6i v6i da s6 ngd bdi 1a viee
lam tét. Boi phan riéng ban nhan chua tin, ban nhan khong nghi bat cong bat
chinh dang gia hon cong binh chinh tryc, ngay ca néu ngo bdi dé bat cong
bat chinh hoat dong tha ctra, mubn gi lam ndy. Khong, Thrasymachus quy



hoa oi! Ban nhéan san sang cap cho quy nhéan nguoi bét cong bat chinh, va
ban nhan san sang cap cho ngudi bat cong bat chinh kha ning tiép tuc 1am
dleu sai trai bang Ién It lura dao hoac hung hyc gianh giat, du Vay duong su
van khong thuyét phuc ndi ban nhan bat cong bat chinh dang gia hon cong
binh chinh truc. [b] Chic hin c6 nguoi trong dam ngd bdi cling cing cam
nghi nhu ban nhan. Boi thé quy nhan nén tim cach thuyét phuc thoa dang,
khi danh gia cong binh chinh truc cao hon bt cong bat chinh, ngd bbi hoan
toan sai lam.’

‘Bi phu lam thé nao thuyét phuc tién sinh?’ duong su té vé tran tinh. ‘Néu
tién sinh khong tin diéu vua noi, bi phu lam sao hon? Tién sinh c6 mudn
dung thia nhoi nhét y tudng vao dau 6¢ khong ho?’

‘Khong, quy nhan, ding, duong nhién ban nhan khong mudn quy nhan lam
vay,” ban nhan dap. ‘Nhung trudc hét xin bam chat diéu quy nhan néi, néu
thay d6i y dinh, xin lam cong khai, dimg tim cach danh lira ngd bdi. Chang
han, dé y diéu noi luc ndy, [c] bat dau quy nhan dinh nghia thé ndo 13 y si
thue sy, sau d6 nghi khong can thiét, lac néi tdi muc phu thuc su, quy nhan
b6 y tuong chinh xac vira néu. Quy nhan khong nghi Iy do muyc phu, trong
kha nang la myc phu, trong ctru khong nham cai tt dep hon hét cho dan ctru
ma nham ban an hodc phién chg; quy nhan nghi muc phu nhu thyc khach
dugc mo1 dy tige, chi nham thuong thirc thoa thich, hodc cu xir giéng thuong
nhan, khong giébng muc phu, chi nhim dem ban kiém 10i. Kha ning chuyén
mon cua myc phu [d] khong nham gi ma chi nham cham lo cudc song cua
dan clru; chimg nao hoan tat day du, tron ven chiic ning, nhu ngo bbi biét,
kha ning s& dugc dén bu thich dang. Boi thé theo nguyén tac d6 lac nay ban
nhan nghi ngd bdi nén dong ¥ ngudi cam quyen bat ké loai nao, cong hay tu,
chinh tri hay phi chinh tri, vo1 tu cach nguoi cam quyen khong nhim gi ca
ma chi theo dudi cai tét dep hon hét dbi v6i ddi tuwong, quan ching minh
trong nom. Dau thé xin cho ban nhan hay quy nhan c6 nghi nguoi cam
quyén cai tri thanh qudc (nguoi cam quyén ding nghia nguoi cdm quyén) co
thuc sy mudn cai tri khong? [e]

‘Theo bi phu khong,” duong su dap, ‘bi phu nghi vay.’

‘Nhung, Thrasymachus o1,” ban nhan tiép 101, quyén hanh loai khac thi sao
? Quy nhan khong thay khong nguoi nao thye sy mudn hanh xur quyen hanh
tur nguyén u? Du the nao ho déu mudn tra cong khi hanh xtr quyén hanh,
vién dan 1y do quyen hanh khong dem lo¢i 16c cho ho, ma dem lg1 16¢ cho
nguoi ho cai quan. Ban nhan mudn noi khi phan biét chuyén mén nay véi
chuyén mon no, [346a] ngd bdi chua phan bi¢t chirc nang khac nhau hay



sao? Pung tra 101 ngugc lai, nguoi sung sudng, xin vui long cho biét quy
nhan thyc sy nghi thé nao. Néu khong ngd boi kho long tién to1 két luan.’

‘Ngo boi lam r61,” duong su dap.

‘Nhu vay phai ching mdi kha ning chuyén mon dem loi ich cho ngd boi
theo cach 1o rang va riéng bi¢t, chit khong phai lgi ich theo cach cong cong,
tap thé kha niang chuyén moén ndy chia sé véi kha ning chuyén mén kia?
Chang han y khoa dem lai strc khoe, 1ai thuyén dem lai an toan trén bién,
v.v...

‘Pung thé.”

‘Loi tirc do tay nghé chuyén mon tao nén c6 phai 1a kiém tién khong? [b]
Ban nhéan nghi d6 13 kha ning cta kiém tién. Chac han quy nhan khong dong
hoa y khoa véi lai thuyén chir gi? Ngo boi phai lam nhu quy nhan dé nghi,
phan biét rd rang dung chir chinh x4c. Quy nhan khong goi lai thuyén 13 y
khoa chi vi thuyén truéng lay lai sitc khoe sau cudc hai hanh do bién thich
hop v&i duong su.’

‘Thua, khong.”

‘Va quy nhén ciing khong goi klem tién 1a y khoa, khong coi kha nang lam
tlen nhu kha ning chita bénh, néu ngudi 6m lay lai sttc khoe trong khi 1am
tién.’

‘Di nhién khong.’ [c]

‘Vay quy nhan c6 goi y khoa la kiém tién néu y si nhan y phi khi chira bénh
cho bénh nhan khong?’

‘Khong.’

‘Ngo bdi da dong y mdi tay nghé chuyén mon mang lai loi ich riéng biét,
phai khong?’

‘Thura, dGng thé.’
‘Boi vay néu co loi ich bat ké thé ndo nguoi thuc hién tay nghé chuyén mon

thu hudng, loi ich d6 hién nhién phat xuat tur cai twong tu vé1 moi nguoi,
moi nguoi st dung dong déu, ngoai viéc su dung tay nghe riéng bi¢t.’



‘Duong nhu vay.’

‘Hon thé, néu dugc tra cong, do la loi trc thu nhap do ho Ung dung nghé
kiém tién cOng vdi kha nang riéng bict.’

Puong sy mién cudng dong .

‘Do thé [d] huong lgi vi nhan Iwong, theo nghia kiém dugc tién, khong do
hanh nghé riéng biét. Néu mudn chinh xac ngo bdi s& noi y khoa dem lai strc
khoe, di lam dem lai dong luong, xay cat dem lai ngdi nha. Kha nang chuyén
mon va nghe nghi¢p khac ciing trong truong hop tuong ty, mdi tay nghé hoat
dong 1a nham dem loi ich cho ddi tuong tay nghé dic biét trong nom. Tuy
nhién, néu khong dugc tra luong, nguoi 1am c6 nhan loi tic tir tay nghé
chuyén mon khong?’

‘Duong nhu khong,” duong sy noi.

‘Nhung [e] néu lam tung ho khong 14y tién, ngudi lam van khong 1am ra loi
turc phai khong?’

‘Bi phu nghi chic ¢o.’

‘Vay, Thrasymachus o1, 16 rang la khong nghé nao, chuyén moén nao, chinh
quyén nao cung cap cho no loi ich ca, trai lai, nhu ngo boi noi trude day,
cung cap va ra I¢nh dem loi ich cho d01 tuong né cham lo, vi thé tim hiéu
quyén loi phe yéu, khong tim hiéu quyén loi phe manh. Boi vy, quy nhan
o1, ngay day ban nhan noi khong ai thyc su mudén cam quyén, cing véi viée
cam quyeén 1a viéc bat nguoi lam sai lam dung, trir phi dugce tra luong. Vi st
dung tay nghé chuyén nghiép, néu thyc hanh dung dan, ngudi 1am khong bao
gio 1am hodc ra 1énh nham loi cho ban than [347a] ma chi nham loi cho d6i
twong minh ¢ trach nhiém. Do vdy néu ¢o al déng y cam quyén cai tri, quy
nhan phai tra luong cho nguoi do, bang tién mat, danh du hay thay vi thé
trimg phat néu tir chéi.’

‘Thua, thé nghia la thé nao, ho tién sinh?’ Glaucon héi. ‘Tién nhan tan thanh
hai 101 tudng thudng tién sinh dua ra, song khong hicu trirng phat 1a thé nao,
tién sinh nodi trung phat nhu tuéng thudng.’

‘Nhu vay 1a quy hiru khong hiéu tuong thudng nguoi tai ba nhu thé nao néu
ho sén long cam quyén cai tri. [b] Quy hitu thira biét bao nguoi nao ham
danh, mé tién 1a ché bai, si nhuc nguoi do, mac du trong thuc té chang thiéu
nguoi thé that!’



‘Thua, tién nhan biét.’

‘Boi thé nguoi chan chinh khong dong y cai tri dé lay tién hoic klem danh.
Ho khong muodn bi goi 18 ham 1gi vi lay tién do 1am cho chinh quyen hodc bi
mang danh trom cap boi lam tién 1én lat; va ho ciing khong muén 1am vi
danh bo1 khong phai ham quyen Do vay ngd bdi phai lam ap luc ép budc, de
doa trimg phat néu hg tur chdi. [c] C6 18 vi vdy cho nén theo quan niém co
truyén nhan cam quyén thuong bi coi 1a bat xung trur phi mién cudng hoic
ep budc; va trung phat nang né hon hét do tir chéi 1a bi nguoi kém ho nhay
ra cam quyén. Theo ban nhén do la cai khién nguoi chan chinh khlep ¢ nén
thinh thoang danh nhan cam quyén. Vo truong hop nhu vay ho tién t6i cam
quyen khong nhu cai dang ky vong tu do ho s€ lam diéu tot dep, ma nhu cai
bat kha khang [d] ho khong thay nguoi nao kha hon hodc cling xing dang,
kha nang twong duong dé dam duong cong viéc. Boi 1& néu thanh quoc dong
dan, xa hoi nhiéu nguoi dang hoang, trong hoan canh hién thoi, chac thé nao
cing c6 canh tranh quyét liét, so nguoi tranh né cam quyen cung nhiéu nhu
sO ngu’O'1 X0 ra VO chirc. Trong cong dong nhu thé hién nhién ai cling thay
nguoi cam quyén thuc sy cam quyén khong thé nao nghl to1 quyén loi1 ban
than, ma phai nghi to1 quyén loi dai chiing. Do d6 ngudi khon ngoan sé chon
nhan quyén lgi tir tay nguoi khac hon la ty tay minh lam ra. [e] Quy hitu
thay ban nhan hoan toan khong tan thanh y kién cua Thrasymachus khang
dinh cong binh chinh tryc Ia quyen loi cua phe manh. Dau vay van dé nay
ngd bdi s& ban lai luc khac. Phat biéu vira réi quan trong hon, duong su bao
doi ngudi bat cong bat chinh quy gia hon doi nguoi cong binh chinh truc.
Glaucon oi, quy hitu dting vé phia nao ? Gifta quy hitu va ban nhan ai c6 vé
gén su that?

‘T1€n nhan nghi do1 nguoi cong binh chinh tryc dang gia hon.’

‘Quy hitu c6 nghe [348a] bang ké loi diém trong doi ngudi bat cong bat
chinh Thrasymachus vira doc khong?’ Ban nhan hdi.

‘Tién nhan c6 nghe,” Glaucon dap, ‘song khong dong y.”

‘Vay ngd bdi c¢6 nén tim cach thuyét phuc, néu thiy duong su khuyét diém
trong 1y luan khong?’

‘Thua, di nhién nén lam.’

‘Vay ngd boi co thé tra lc‘riqkhéng dinh cua duong sy bang khang dinh doi
nghich, néu ré vo s6 lgi di€ém cua cong binh chinh tryc, duong sy s€ phan



bac, ngd bdi lai dap tir. Du vay ngd b01 phai [b] tinh toan, can nhac loi dlem
mdi bén dé ra bao nhiéu, sau d6 can boi tham phan quyét. Mat khac, néu
trong khi tién hanh do hai bén di dong y, nhu da lam tir trude toi gio, ngd
bdi c6 thé tirc thi vira 1a quan toa phan xét vira 1a thay kién bién ho.”

‘Thura stre.’

‘Vay quy hitu theo cach giai quyét nao?’

‘Thua, cach sau.’

‘Thé thi,” vira ndi ban nhan vtra quay sang Thrasymachus, ‘ngd bdi bat dau
lai tir dau. Quy nhan khang dinh bat cong bat chinh c6 lgi1 hon cong binh
chinh truc, phai khong?’

“Vang, bi phu noi thé,” [c] duong su dap, “va ciing giai thich 1y do.”

‘Vay quy nhan nghi thé nao vé hai thir vé phuong dién nay? Quy nhan co
nghi céi nay la dac tinh, cai kia 1a thoi xau khong?’

‘Thua, co.’

‘Nghia 14 cong binh chinh tryc 13 dirc tinh, bat cong bt chinh 13 théi xau,
phai khong 7’

‘Dudng nhu thé, tién sinh kha ai,” duong sy tiép 10i. “Va bi phu ciling khang
dinh dem lai l¢1 ich la bat cong bat chinh chtr khong phai cong binh chinh
truc.’

‘Vay quan diém quy nhan thé nao?’

‘Nguoc lai diéu tién sinh noi.’

‘Cong binh chinh truc 13 thoi xau chir gi?’

‘Khong, song chi la ngay tho cao dg.’

‘Vay theo quy nhan bat cong bat chinh 1a nham hiém hay sao? [d]

‘Khong, phan doan chin chan.’

‘Vay quy nhan nghi ngudi bat cong bat chinh 13 ngudi khon khéo va tir té



ha?’

‘Néu ho c6 thé chiém quyén, khéng ché dat nudc, ap dao nhan dan, néu sai
trai ctia ho thé hién duéi hinh thirc hoan chinh. Chac han tién sinh nghi bi
phu n6i moc thi, cudp giat. Du vay,” duong su boi thém, ‘viéc nhu thé cling
c6 loi, néu tién sinh lam troi chay khong ai hay, song so ra khong dang ké,
khong nhu viéc bi phu vira no61.”

‘Pong ¥, ban nhan hiéu y quy nhan,” ban nhan noi [e], ‘song diéu khién ban
nhan thic mic 4y 1a quy nhan xép bt cong bat chinh ngang hang vo1 khon
khéo, tuyét hao, cong binh chinh truc ddng nghia véi doi nghich cua tuyét
hao, khon khéo.’

‘Tuy viy, vang, ding thé.’

‘Lan nay quy nhan dua ra ¥ kién c6 vé ngang nguoc,” ban nhan noi tiép.
‘Khoé ma tim cach tra 10i. Néu quy nhan ndi bat cong bat chinh c6 loi, song
cling thira nhan, nhu ngudi khac, pham chat xau xa, dang ghét, ngd boi co
thé tién hanh tranh luan theo nguyén tic thong thuong. Nguoc lai, ngang
nhién xép hang bat cong bat chinh voi khon khéo, tuyét hdo, hién nhién
[349a] quy nhan gan cho bat cong bat chinh dic tinh ngd bdi thuong gan cho
cong binh chinh tryc.’

‘Tién sinh dodn dung y bi phu dinh néi.’

‘Dau vay nhét dinh khong bo do,” ban nhan nhan manh, ‘ban nhan phai theo
duoi bam sat cugc tranh luén va tiép tuc tim hiéu ti ciing chimg nao hiéu
quy nhan mudn noéi gi mai thoi. Ban nhén c6 cam tU:O'ng, Thrasymachus o1,
bay gid quy nhan khong hé suy nghi van vo, ma mudn néi that diéu minh tin
tuong.’

‘Tién sinh thac mac lam gi diéu bi phu tin tuong? Tai sao khong giai quyét
diéu bi phu dang n6i?’

V61 ban nhan thé cling khong sao,” ban nhan dap, ‘nhung xin dé y [b] cau
hoi sap hoi ban nhan mudn quy nhan tra 101, khong ke diéu quy nhan vura
n6i. Quy nhin cé nghi ngudi cong binh chinh tryc mudn giéi hon, tai hon,
hay hon nguoi cong binh chinh tryc trong moi viéc khong?’

‘Di nhién chang nén. Néu khong nguoi do s€ chang la nguoi gian di, dé
thuong ngd boi vira thay.’



‘Nguoi do co6 nén nghi lam gidi hon tdc phong cong binh chinh truc 1a phai
I€, dung cach khong?’

‘Khong.’

‘Ngudi d6 c6 nén hay khong nén nghi vuot xa hon ngudi bat cong bat chinh
la ding cach, phai 1€ khong?’

‘Ngudi d6 nghi lam vay 1a dung cach va phai 18, song khong thé.’

‘D6 khong phai diéu ban nhan mubn hoi, diéu ban nhan muén hoi 13 ngudi
cong binh chinh tryc [c] ¢6 nghi ganh dua v6i nguoi cong binh chinh truc
hay tur choi lam vay 1a khong phai I€, song chi dua ganh voi nguoi bat cong
bat chinh khong?’

‘Thua, vay mdi phai.’

‘Con ngudi bat cong bat chinh thi sao? Ngudi d6 c¢6 ganh dua va mudn hon
phan ngudi cong binh chinh truc va tdc phong cong binh chinh truc khong?’

‘Di nhién nguoi d6 s€ ganh dua mudn hon phan moi nguoi trong moi vige.’

‘Ngudi bat cong bat chinh co ganh dua voi nguoi bat cong bat chinh trong
viéc lam bat cong bat chinh d€ ndm phan 16n hon khong?’

‘Co.’
“Vay ngd boi nén dat van dé thé nay,” ban nhan noi. ‘Nguoi cong binh chinh
truc khong ganh dua vo1 nguoi giong minh, ma chi dua ganh voi nguoi

khong gidng minh; trai lai, nguoi bat cong bat chinh ganh dua mudén hon ca
v6i nguoi giong 1an ngudi khong gidng minh.” [d]

‘Dit van dé nhu vay 1a tuyét voi.’

‘Nguoi bat cong bat chinh 1a ngudi khon khéo, tinh twong, nguoi cong binh
chinh truc khong khon kheo, khong tinh tuong, phai khong?’

‘Dién ta lai tai tinh nita.’

‘Bdi thé nguoi bat cong bat chinh ciing giéng nguoi khon khéo, tinh tuong,
con nguoi cong binh chinh tryc khong giong, phai khong?’



‘Di nhién. Vi 13 hang nguoi d6, nguoi bt cong bat chinh phai gidng ngudi
cung loai, va di nhi€n ngudi cong binh chinh truc khac ho.’

‘Chi ly. Vay mdi ngudi trong dam thudc loai nhu nguoi d6 gidng?’
‘Vang, lam sao khac duogc?’

‘Dung thé, Thrasymachus o1, [e] quy nhan c6 cong nhan c6 khac biét gilia
nguoi co khiéu am nhac va nguoi khong c6 khiéu am nhac khong?’

‘Thua, co.’
‘Nguoi nao trong s hi€u biét, nguoi nao khong?
‘Nguoi co khiéu am nhac di nhién; nguoi khong c6 khiéu am nhac trai lai.”

‘Néu hiéu biét cai gi thi gio1 cai do, ngugce lai néu kém coi1 cai gi thi khong
gio1 cai do, phai khong?’

‘Vang.’

‘Ly luan twong tu c6 thé ap dung véi y khoa, diing khong?”

‘Vang, ding thé.’

‘Vay, Thrasymachus, ngp’é’i tuyét voi oi, quy nhan c6 nghi 1én day dan, cang
hay né1, 1a nhac si muon lam gio1 hon, dong thot tim cach vugt xa dong
nghi€p khong?’

‘Bi phu nghi khong phai.’

‘Nhung nhac si ¢c6 muon lam gioi hon nguoi thuong khong cé khiéu am nhac
khong?’

‘Tat nhién.’

‘Con y si thi sao? Thanh don cho thudc, quyét dinh an uong, [350a] y si cb
lam giodi hon va tim cach vuot xa dong nghiép luc hanh nghé phai khong?’

‘Thua, khong.’

‘Nhung cd 1am gioi hon ngudi thuong chir gi?’



‘Vang.’

‘Vay vé mit kién thtc chuyen mon, du thé loai, hiéu biét hoic khong hiéu
biét, quy nhan co nghl nguoi c6 hiéu biét khéng nham gi hon nguoi co hiéu
biét twong tu vé viéc lam hoic 16i néi khong? Ca hai c6 cuing nham két qua
tuong tu trong hoan canh tuong tu khong?’

‘Bi phu nghi truong hop nay 1o rang 1a vay.’

‘Nhung ngu:0’1 khong hiéu biét s& tim cach canh tranh [b] v6i ca nguoi hiéu
biét 13n nguoi khong hiéu biét.”

‘Rat c6 thé.’

‘Nguoi c¢6 hiéu biét chuyén mén khon khéo?”
‘Thua, dung thé.’

‘Nguoi khon khéo dang hoang?’

‘Thua, vang.’

‘Do vay nguoi dang hoang, hiéu biét sé khong tim cach ganh dua vdi nguoi
giong minh, ma chi dua ganh v6i nguoi khac minh.’

‘Nén thé.’

‘Con ngudi quay quat, ngu dot s& tim cach dua ganh véi ca ngudi giong 1an
nguoi khac minh.’

‘Chac vay.’

‘Nhung Thrasymachus o1, ngo boi thay nguoi bat cong bat chinh canh tranh
v6i ca nguoi gidng 1an nguoi khac minh co ma? Quy nhan noéi thé, phai
khong?’

‘Thua, vang,” duong sy thura nhan.

‘Con [c] nguodi cong binh chinh tryc sé khong canh tranh v61 nguoi giong
minh, ma chi canh tranh v61 nguoi khac minh.’
, : g

‘Pung thé.’



‘Vay nguoi cong binh chinh tryc gidng nguoi dang hoang, hiéu biét, ngudi
bat cong bat chinh gidng ngudi trao trd, tbi tim.”

‘Co 1€ vay.’
‘Va ngo boi da dong ¥ mdi ngudi trong so thudce loai nhu nguoi d6 giong.”
‘Vang.’

‘Vay,” ban nhan két luan, ‘ngd bdi di néu rd nguodi cong binh chinh truc
khon khéo, dang hoang, ngudi bat cong bat chinh xao quyét, dan don.’

Pén day Thrasymachus dong ¥ moi diém, song chan chir nhu ban nhan miéu
ta, khong nhitng thé lai 16t got, dang vé ving vang [d], mo hoi tudn ra nhé
nhai, vi mua he o1 birc bén ngoai tro1 nong nhu thiéu. Pung luc d6 ban nhan
ching kién canh tuong chua bao gio muc kich, duong sy mat dé6 nhu géc.
Boi thé luc moi ngudi dong ¥ céng binh chinh truc 1a dao dic va hiéu biét,
bat cong bat chinh 14 d6i nghich, ban nhan néi: ‘Vay 13, Thrasymachus oi,
ngd bdi dd giai quyét diém do; diu thé quy nhan dimg quén ngd bdi ciing
thira nhan bat cong bat chinh 1a sttc manh.’

‘Bi phu nh¢,” duong sy dap, ‘song khong dong y voi ly luan tién sinh vura
néu, thay vi thé c6 d6i diéu muén noéi. Mic du néu néi bi phu biét thé nao
tién sinh ciing ché 1a dién thuyét dai dong, ba hoa chich choe nhu ¢ noi cong
cong. Do vay [e] dé nghi mot la dé bi phu noéi diéu mudn nodi, hai 1a néu
mudn tién sinh ¢t viée tiép tuc chat van, bi phu sé tra 10, gt dau tan thanh,
lic dau phii nhan nhu nguoi nghe ba gia ké chuyén hoang dudng.’

‘Nhung du sao ding tra 10i nguoc ¥ kién quy nhan ngdm nghi.’

‘Vang, xin lam theo cho vira 1ong, vi tién sinh s& khong dé bi phu phat biéu
tu do. Tién sinh mudn hoi thém gi nira khong ha?’

‘Khong. Lam nhu quy nhan noi, ban nhan sé dat cau hoi.’
‘Xin bat dau.’

‘Vay, bat dau 1y luan, ban nhan quay lai [351a] ciu hoi luc ndy vé lién hé
gitra cong binh chinh tryc va bat cong bat chinh. Ngo bdi noi, ban nhan nhd,
bat cong bat chinh c6 sttc manh va hiéu qua nhiéu hon cong binh chinh truc,
trong khi nhu ngd bbi vira dong y cong binh chinh tryc ngu ¥y dao duc va
hiéu biét. Ban nhan nghi ngd boi sé khong giap khé khin chimg minh cong



binh chinh tryc ménh 1iét va hiéu qua hon bat céng bat chinh, lic nay hién
nhién d6i v&i moi nguoi, ham ngu ngu dbt. Dau thé, Thrasymachus o1, ban
nhan khong mubn tranh luan theo 16i téng quat, triru twgng nhu thé, ma nhu
sau.[b] Quy nhén c6 dong ¥ y thanh qudc tim cach khong ché thanh quoc tudce
doat tu do, tiép tuc kim gitr trong vong nd 1¢ 13 sai 1am, bat cong bat chinh
khong h6?’

‘Di nhién, thanh qubc hing manh, bat cong bat chinh hoan toan, thé nao
cling lam vay.’

‘Ban nhan ghi nhén tén y, nhung co diéu muén héi. Theo quy nhan thanh
quoc tro nén hung manh c6 can cong binh chinh truc dé hanh xur quyén hanh
d6i vé6i lan qubc hay khong?”

‘Néu khang dinh vira r6i cta tién sinh dtng, [c] néu cong binh chinh truc 1a
hiéu biét, thanh quoc d6 can cong binh chinh truc. Nguoc lai, néu bi phu
dang, thanh quoc d6 can bat cong bat chinh.’

‘Thrasymachus o1, ban nhan mung khon xi€t, quy nhan khong chi gat dau,
lac dau ma con tra 101 rat v ro rang.’

‘Thua, ay chi vi bi phu muon tién sinh vura long.’

‘Da ta hao y. Hy vong tiép tuc 1am ban nhan vui long, xin quy nhan hoan hi
cho hay nhom nguoi du 1a thanh quéc, quan dodi, bon cudp, dam trom, hay
bat ky bang dang nao hop lai dé 1am diéu sai trai c6 thé lam duogc gi khong,
néu thanh phan trong nhom lam hai 1an nhau mot cach bat cong bat chinh?”’

‘Di nhién khong.’ [d]

‘Co may thanh céng s¢ kha quan néu ho khong 1am hai 1an nhau mot cach
bat cong bat chinh?’

‘Vang, han the.’

‘Boi, di nhién, Thrasymachus o1, néu lam hai lan nhau, ho s€ nu6i dudng
chia r€, cam thu, tranh gianh noi bg; trai lai, néu doi dai cong binh chinh
truc, ho s€ tao dung doan két vi muc dich, thong nhat vé cam tinh gilta ho

vO1 nhau.’

‘Thura, vang, bi phu dong y véi tién sinh.’



‘Cam on quy nhén. By gio xin cho biét. Néu chuc nang 1a gieo rac cam thu,
bat ké noi nao xuat hién, bat cong bat chinh c6 khién con nguoi, moi thanh
phan xa hoi, moi cap bac cudc doi, cim thu, cii 16n 1an nhau,[e] khong thé
hop tac 1am bat ké viéc gi khong du 1 ngudi ty do hay no 18?2

‘Duong nhién.’
‘Su thé tuong tu v4i hai ca nhan. Bat cong bat chinh s& khién ho cii 16n, ghét
bo lan nhau, ho s€ thu han khong nhiing chinh ho ma ca ngudi cong binh
chinh truc ntra.’

‘Chac vay.’

‘Néu xuat hién trong ca nhan riéng biét, bat cong bat chinh s& khong dé
quyén lyc ciia n6 mai mot, ma duy tri nguyén ven phai khong?’

‘Dam chac duy tri nguyén ven.’

‘Vay bat cong bat chinh s& c6 hau qua sau day. Du xuét hién trong thanh
qudc, thi tdc, quan ddi hay bat ké cai gi, trudc hét nd sé khién thuc thé dé
khong thé hop tac hanh dong, vi phan chia, cii 16n, sau d6 dua téi chd mau
thudn v6i chinh né [352a] va bat hoa v6i cong binh chinh tryc hodc bat ké
cai gi 1a cong binh chinh tryc.’

‘Vang.’

‘Xuét hién trong ca nhan riéng bi¢t, theo ban nhan, n6 cling s€ sinh ra hau
qua tuong tu, hau qua c¢6 htru nd phai 6. Trude hét, nod khién ca nhan khong
thé hanh dong, vi bat hoa bén trong, phan ly ndi tai, ti€ép dén, do san sinh thu
nghich noi tai, n6 s€ sinh san thu nghich gitta n6 va nguoi cong binh chinh
truc. Bbung khong?’

‘Thua, ding.’

‘Quy nhén oi, than linh c¢6 cong binh chinh truc khong hg?’

‘Duong nhién.’

‘Vay nguoi bat cong bat chinh la ké thu, Thrasymachus, nguoi cong binh
chinh truc [b] la than hiru cua than linh.’

‘Ly luan chi 1y, tu thuong xa lang di,” duong sy thét 1oi don dap. ‘Bi phu sé&



khong bat beé, chong dbi diéu tién sinh vira phat biéu. Bi phu mudn néi bi
phu khong muon 1am théan hiru hi¢n dién & day buc minh.’

‘Vay,” ban nhén tiép tuc, ‘hdm ndng rugu nong can thiét, tiép tuc tra 1oi ciu
hoi nhu hién tai dang lam, quy nhan khién ban nhan man nguyén vo cung.
Ban nhan mudn noi, ngo bdi di thiy ngudi cong binh chinh truc 1a nguoi
thanh thao, hoan tat moi viéc, hoan thanh gioi giang, c6 kha ning vuot xa
hon ntra, trong khi nguoi bat cong bat chinh khong thé hop tac voi nhau
hoan thanh bét ké viéc gi. Hon thé, khi khang dinh nguoi bat cong bat chinh
c6 kha nang [c] cung nhau thyc hién viéc lam nao do, ngd bbi n6i khong
dung su that. Boi néu bat cong bat chinh hoan toan, ho s& khong nging cira
6 1an nhau; chic han trong ho c6 mirc d§ cong binh chinh truc nao do, muc
d6 d6 it nhat kim ham ho lam sai trdi v6i nhau ciing nhu véi nguoi khac,
dong thoi gitup ho 1am nhu ho da 1am. Thuc ra bat cong bat chinh chi tha hoa
phan nao, khi ho bat tay vao viéc 1am sai trai, vi néu hu hong hoan toan, bat
cong bat chinh hoan toan, ho ciing hoan toan khong thé 1am dugc cai gi [d].
Ban nhan thay diéu vua noi la vay, khong nhu quy nhan néu ra lic dau. Diu
sao ngd bdi ciling can xem lai van dé dat ra chua giai quyet Co phai ngu:0’1
cong binh chinh tryc song cudc doi kha hon, suéng hon, day du hon ngu:0’1
bat cong bat chinh khong? Ban nhan nghi, can ctr vao diéu ngo bdi d3 noi,
phai cong nhan ho the thie. Du vay ngd boi cung nén nhin van de sat hon
ntra. Vi khong phai van dé tim thuong, ma 13 van dé ngd bdi phai séng toan
bo cude doi nhu thé nao.’

‘Xin tién hanh va tim hiéu.’

‘Ban nhan s&. Vay cho biét ton y, quy nhan c6 nghi con ngua c6 chiic ning
khong?’

‘Céo chu.’ [e]

‘Quy nhén c6 dinh nghia chirc ning cta con ngua, hoic chirc ning cua bét ké
cai gi, 1a nhitng gi c6 thé lam, hodc c6 thé lam tuyét hdo chi véi cai do
khong?’

‘Bi phu khéng hiéu.’

“Van dé thé nay. Quy nhan c6 thé nhin bang bat ké cai gi trir mat khong?’
‘Di nhién khong.’

‘Quy nhan c6 thé nghe bang bat ké cai gi trir tai khong?”



‘Khong.’
“Vay ngd boi néi nhitng cai d6 1a chtrc ning cta mat, cia tai, ding khong?’
‘Dung.’

‘0, [353a] quy nhan co thé cat canh nho bang dao khic gd, dao got da, hoic
dung cu khac, phai khong?’

‘Vang.’

‘Nhung ban nhan nghi quy nhan khong thé lam viéc do6 tuyét hio véi bat ké
cai gi trir dao tia cay ché tao vi muc dich du dinh.’

‘Pung thé.’

“Vay ngd boi co thé goi viéc d6 1a chic ning khong??

‘Thua, sin sang.’

‘Ban nhan nghi bay gid quy nhan nhin ra mau chdt van dé ban nhan hoi luc
ndy, phai chang chirc ndng cua bat ké vat gi l1a cai riéng n6 co6 thé lam, hodc
la cai no6 co thé lam tuyét hao hon cai khac.’

‘Vang, nhan ra. Bi phu dong ¥ cai d6 1a chirc nang ctia mdi vat.” [b]

‘U, quy nhan c6 nghi bat ké vat gi mang trong long chirc ning ciing cé trang
thai tuyét hao dac biét khong? Quay lai vi du twong tu. Ng6 boi ndéi mat cod
chirc ndng phai khong?’

‘Phai.’

‘Mt cling co trang thai tuyét hao dac biét cha gi?’

‘Co.’

‘Tai ¢6 churc nang khong?’

‘Co.’

‘Va trang thai tuyét hao nita chu?’

“Vang.’



‘Su thé co6 tuwong tu vo1 moi vat khong?’
‘Co.’

‘Vay, ,né'u khf)ng ¢ trang thai tuy¢t hdo dac biét, [c] ma & trang thai khuyét
tat, mat co thé thuc hién chirc nang dung cach khong?’

‘Di nhién khong. Bi phu nghi tién sinh duong nhu muén néi mat mu 16a thay
vi tinh tuong.’

‘Ban nhan mudn noéi trang thai tuyét hao ciia mat bat ké thé nao. Ban nhan
chua hoi quy nhan da tra 10i. Hién thoi ban nhan chi mudn héi phai chang
nho trang thai tuyét hao dac bi¢t moi vat co6 viéc phai lam thuc hién chuc
nang tdt dep, va phai chang do trang thai khuyét tat dac biét mo1 vat thuc
hién chirc ning t6i té.’

‘Thua, su thé ro rang 1a vay.’

“Thé thi ngd bdi co thé ndi néu khong co trang thai tuyét hao dic biét, tai sé
thuc hién chirc nang toi t¢.’

‘Pung thé.’

‘Vay [d] ngd bdi co thé gia du 1y ludn twong tu c6 thé ap dung trong moi
truong hop duge khong?’

‘Theo thién kién, duoc.’

‘Piém tiép theo thé nay xin dé y. C6 chitc nang nao khong thé thuc hién voi
bat ké cai gi trir tam tri khong? Chang han, quan 1y, sir dung quyen hanh, tru
liéu ké hoach, van van, ngo bdi c6 nén trao nhitng viéc d6 cho bat ké cai gi
trir tm tri, hay ngo béi khang dinh nhiing viéc d6 1a dia hat dic biét cua tim
tri?’

‘Khong.’
‘Thé sbng ¢ doi thi sao? Ngo bdi c6 ndi d6 1a chirc ning cua tam tri khong?’
‘Nhat dinh.’

“Va ngd bdi c6 nghi tAm tri c6 trang thai tuyét hao dic biét khong?’



‘Thua, co.’

‘Néu, Thrasymachus o1, [e] khong co trang thai tuyét hao dac biét, tam tri c6
thé hay khong thé thuc hién chuc ning t6t dep?”’

‘Thua, khong thé.’

‘Béi thé co thé ket lu@n tam tri lanh manh s€ thuc hi¢n chuc nang quan 1y, st
dung, tri liéu tot dep, tam tri khuyét tat s& thuc hién chirc ning toi té.”

‘Duong nhién.’

‘Va ngo boi da déng y cong binh chinh tryc la trang thai tuyét hao dac biét
ctia tam tri, bat cong bat chinh Ia trang thai to1 té, phai khong?”’

‘Vang.’

‘Vay tam tri cong binh chinh tryc va nguoi cong binh chinh truc s€ co cudc
doi tt dep, ngudi bat cong bat chinh s& co cude doi toi té.”

‘Can cu vao 1y luan cua tién sinh c6 vé vay.’

‘Ngudi co cude doi tét dep s& séng hanh phic, sung sudng, nguoi doi nghich
s€ nguoc lai?’

‘Duong nhién.’ [354a]

‘Vay ngudi cong binh chinh tryc sung sudng, ngudi bat cong bat chinh kho
sG?’

‘Chac thé.’
‘Kho s¢ khong bao gid co loi, chi sung sudng co 1o1 thoi.’
‘Di nhién.’

‘Nhu vay, Thrasymachus quy hoa o1, bat cong bat chinh khong bao gior co
logi1 bang cong binh chinh tryuc.’

‘Thua, bita nay 1& hoi Bendis, tiéc tung linh dinh, mong tién sinh chia sé
ngudn vui.’

‘Néu thé ban nhan phai cam ta quy nhan mdéi phai, Thrasymachus a, vi nha



nhin hét stc, khong git gong, chang ning 10i. DAu viy ban nhan cung khong
lam theo yéu cau dau.[b] Bsi khoan dai chua théa dang, 16i d6 15i ban nhan,
khong phai 16i quy nhan. Ban nhan xur su nhu thyc khach tham lam, chua
thuong thire xong huong vi mén dang cam da voi vd vO vip mon sap toi.
Khai dau ngd bdi tim hiéu thé nao 14 cong binh chinh truc, song bo dd trude
khi tim ra cau tra 10i; sau do ban nhan héi ha dat van dé phai chang do la
tuyét hao, hiéu biét hodc nguoc lai; cudi cing xut hién y kién bt cong bat
chinh ¢6 lgi hon cong binh chinh tryc, thay vi bo van dé nay, chang thé cam
long ban nhan cam co dudi theo van dé kia. Béi thé sau cudc man dam ban
nhan van chang biét gi. [c] Vi chimg nao chua hiéu thé nao 1a cong binh
chinh tryc, duong nhién ban nhan kho long nhan ra cong binh chinh tryc 1a
tuyét hao hay khong, hoic cong binh chinh truc khién con ngudi sung sudng
hay kho s6.”



PHAN I1I

(357a-383¢)

Vi cau hoi, cong binh chinh truc hodc phai 18, hop 1y vé co ban nghia 12 gi,
van chua c6 cau tra 10i, cudc dam luan dan t&i nhan dinh so bd vé nén tang
cua cong binh chinh tryc, phan con lai triét pham s& ban. Plato khong nghi
nguoi phi cong binh chinh tryc nhu Thrasymachus s€ im tiéng bang 1y luan
tong quat co vé hinh thuc, 'khong co tinh thuyét phuc churng nao chua hé 19
toan bd hinh anh cudc doi an kin dang sau hai nguoi.

Su thé Socrates s& gap Glaucon va Adeimantus lai dé cap; hai thanh nién tin
tuong cong binh chinh truc c6 chinh nghia, song bi lu mo vi hoc thuyét, hién
thoi gidi tri thitc ban cii s6i ndi, cong binh chinh tryc chi 1a van dé quy udc
xa hoi, ap dat tor bén ngoai, thuc hién nhu nhu cau can thiét bat dic di. Hai
nguol doi hoi ching ¢ cong binh chinh truc khong nhiing chi ich dung la
dem lai phﬁn thudng ngoai dién, ma con la vé ban chat trang thai noi tai tot
dep cua tam hon, mic du nguoi cong binh chinh truc bi bac dai, cht khong
duoc tuong thuong. Ban chuyén véi nguoi tim hiéu nhu hai nguoi, ho thuc
sy mudn kham pha su that, Socrates bo vai tro phé binh giéu cot trd thanh
nguot gop y than trong.

Glaucon mé dau véi cau néi lién hé téi thuyét khé wdc xa hoi, goi tat 1a xa
udc. Thuyét nay chil truong moi quy ludt ton gido, dao dirc, luan 1y ap dat
1én con nguoi, do xa hdi thira nhan, bat nguén tir kién thuc, y chi, va mac
nhién dong ¥ cua con ngudi. Quy luat d6 khong phai luat ty nhién hay 1énh
than thanh, ma 1 tap tuc con ngudi 1am ra con ngudi c6 thé thay doi, nhu co
quan 1ap phap thay d6i hay hiy bo dao luat. Néu cat bo moi rang budc do
con ngudi 1am ra, chi con ban ning, wdc mudn thudn tay vi ky, con nguoi tu
nhién s& dan than, chim ddm vao cai Thrasymachus tan dwong 13 bat cong
bat chinh.

Bb tac y kién cta Glaucon, Adeimantus da kich gido duc, dao duc hién thoi
va may hinh thtrc ton gido huyén bi, vi ngdm ngam khuyén khich bat cong
bat chinh bang cach danh gia cong binh chinh truc chi qua phan thuéng cong
binh chinh tryc mang lai. Vi phan thuéng nhu thé c¢6 thé c6 duoc & doi nay
do lam ra vé cong binh chinh tryc ma thyc sy khong phai vay, va do mua an
hué tir trén troi sau khi nham mat lia doi, hai thanh nién két luan 1y tudng
chang qua chi la bat cong bat chinh deo mit na noi tleng ltg danh, va chugc
t6i x6a 16i bang hoi 10, dat 16t. Do vay hai dién giad yéu cau ding noi téi



chuyén tuong thudng ngoai dién, cong binh chinh truc ching té tu n6 ¢6 gia
tr1 xing dang. Vién tugng thudng phat sau khi chét s€ ké trong huyén thoai
cuo1 cudc dam luan.

Glaucon va Adeimantus khong théa man véi y kién Socrates bé lai
Thrasymachus, doc gia c¢6 thién cam véi hai nguoi khi ong lam vay. Hai
nguoi nghi thanh vién triét phai Sophist bo cudc qua sdm. Hai ngudi cho
Socrates hay 6ng hau nhu cd don dbi véi moi nguoi vi quan niém cong binh
chinh truc hay dao dirc tu no la diéu mong mudn, bat ké hau qua, vi néu béo
dam mién trir, con nguoi s& hanh dong nhu nhau — bat cong bat chinh. Cong
binh chinh truc luén luén dugc ca ngoi vi hau qua chr khong phai vi ban
chat. Hai nguoi khai trién quan niém ciing 13 quan niém cua Thrasymachus,
kha thuyét phuc mic du khong chu truong. Hai nguoi yéu cau Socrates
ching minh cong binh chinh tryc tu né 1a diéu tot dep d6i voi nguoi cong
binh chinh tryc, 6ng dong y s€ lam. Do vay doc gia thay minh di vao cugc
tranh luan hao himg su6t triét pham, cudc tranh luan s& két thuc ¢ cudi phan
chin.

Socrates dé nghi nén tim hiéu cong binh chinh truc trén binh di€n 16n hon,
thanh qudc thay vi ca nhan, dic biét néu quan sat xa hoi ngay tu budce dau.
Do véy 6ng hoach dinh xay dung thanh quoc ly tuong, trudce tién la cong
dong kinh té nho bé, ban khai cin c&t vao nhu cdu vat chit co ban cua con
nguoi. Y kién khong khién Glaucon hai long, duong su goi d6 1a thanh qudc
béy heo, Socrates tién téi thiét l1ap thanh quéc xa hoa, bénh hoan. C)ng théy
thanh quéc nhu thé tit nhién s& dan t&i chién tranh, va can cu trén nguyeén
tac phan chia, chuyén mén hoa hoat dong thiét lap trong thanh quéc dau tién,
quan ddi tré thanh can thiét. Do 1a giai cap vé qudc, vai tro cua ho doi hoi y
nghia sau hon, rong hon trong khi Socrates trinh bay tién trinh. Tiép theo
ong ban téi pham chat va gido duc vé qubc can co. Loai chuyén nao vé qudc
s& nghe ké tir lic Au tho? Tra 15i cau hoi dan téi van dé kiém duyét vin
chuong; tranh luan vé chuyén khong nén ké, dic biét vé than linh, kéo dai
hét phan nay, ngiu nhién cho thdy quan niém cta Plato vé ding sang tao
khac quan ni¢m duong thoi ra sao.

Pén day [357a] véi 101 vira néi ban nhan nghT vay la két thiic cudc tranh
luan, song khong phai xem ra ngd bdi chi mdi bat dau. Vi Glaucon, véi tinh
cb chap cb hitu, khong bo, khong roi bo bat ké cai gi, vao dip nay nhat dinh
khong chap thuén Thrasymachus rut lui, khong nhiing thé con 1én tiéng:
“Tién sinh c6 mudn thuc su thuyét phuc hay chi lam ra ve thuyet phuc ngd
bdi [b] bat ké thé nao cong binh chinh truc bao gid cling tot hon bat cong bat
chinh khong?’



‘Néu duoc lua chon, ban nhan mudn thuyét phuc quy hiru thuc sy.’

‘Vay 1a tién sinh gidm chan tai chd, chua nhtc nhich ti ndo, thai do mau
thudn v6i udc mudn. Xin cho tién nhan hay tién sinh c6 dong ¥ ¢6 loai c6 loi
ngd boi mudn cd khong phai do dé v téi hau qua ma do dén nhan chinh nd
khong? Chang han, vui th hodc vui choi, chimng nao khong tac hai, ma két
qua chi la vui thu vui choi mang lai.’

‘Vang, theo thién ¥, c0 loai c6 lg1 nhu thé.’

‘Thé ¢6 loai ¢6 loi thtr hai ngo bdi udc ao [c] ca chinh nd 1an hau qua cua nd
khong? Chang han tri 6¢ dé suy tu, mat sang dé quan sat, strc khoe dé song o
doi, ngd bdi don nhan khong chi chinh nd, ma ca hau qué cia nd.”

‘Dung ro1,” ban nhan noi.

‘Theo kinh nghiém ctia tién sinh c6 loai ¢6 loi thir ba, bao gdm tap luyén the
duc, chita tri bénh tat, hanh nghé y khoa hay hoat dong khac kiém ra tién
khong? Loai ndy ngd boi phai coi nhu ¢6 hai, song c6 1gi; ngd bbi khong nén
chon vi chinh nd, ma vi dén bu, vi loi ich né dem lai va bat ké cai gi ngd bbi
thu nhan [d].’

‘Phai rdi ciing co loai thir ba. Nhung tai sao quy hitu lai héi nhu vay?”’

‘Bai tign nhan muodn biét trong ba loai tién sinh xép cong binh chinh truc hay
phai 1€ vao loai nao?’

‘Theo thién y, [358a] loai cao nhat trong s6 ¢6 191, loai ai muon sung suong
san sang don nhan ca no lan hau qua cua no.’

‘Thua, nhiéu ngudi nghi khac,” Glaucon dap. ‘Thong thuong nguoi ta xép
vao loai ¢6 hai, loai c6 1gi ngd boi theo duoi vi dem lai dén bu va tao dung
an tugng tot dep, song tach riéng thi nén tranh vi kho wa.’

‘Theo ban nhan, ¥ kién d6 1a y kién thong thuong. Vi thé Thrasymachus lién
tuc chi trich cong binh chinh truc va ngoi ca bat cong bat chinh. Dau vay, do
kém c61, cham chap ban nhan van chua nhan ra su that.”

‘Thua, khong sao, [b] xin lang nghe tién nhan nhu duong sy phat biéu va
chd xem tién sinh c6 dong ¥ hay khong. Van dé 1a thé nay. Tién nhén thay
Thrasymachus bo giap quy hang som qua. Nhu th6i mién con ran, tién sinh
16i cubn, dwong su ngoan ngodn chi dau; dau thé tién nhan chua thoa man



v6i ¥ kién vé cong binh chinh truc va bat cong bét chinh, vi chua rd rang.
Gat sang bén van dé dén bu va hau qua, ti¢én nhan mudn nghe dinh nghia ca
hai, mdi cai thuc su 13 thé nao, tac dung mdi cai dbi v6i tam tri con nguoi ra
sao. Boi thé cai tién nhan dé nghi 13 thé nay néu tién sinh dong y. [¢] Tién
nhén s& nhic lai quan diém cua Thrasymachus dudi ba ti€u dé: thar nhéat, tién
nhan s& ké quan niém thong thuong vé ban chat va ngudn gbc cong binh
chinh tryc; thir nhi, tién nhan s€ chimmg minh nguo1 thuc hanh tu tuéng doé 1a
1am theo ép budc, lam mdt cach mién cudng, nhu céi gi can thiét, chir khong
phai ho nghi tu tudéng do la cai cé loi; thu ba, tién nhan sé trinh bay quan
niém xu sy nhu thé 1a hop 1y vi ngudi bat cong bat chinh, theo suy doan
thong thu:cmg, song cudc doi kha hon nguoi cong binh chinh tryc. Thuc tinh
ma noi tién nhan khong dong v véi bat ké y twong nao vira néu, tién sinh a,
nhung Thrasymachus va hang tram nguoi cu don dap rot vao tai bat phai
nghe dén ndi tién nhan khong con biét nghi thé nao nita; dau thé tién nhan
van chua hé nghe trinh bay thoa ddng ¥ tuong tng hd cong binh chinh tryc,
vi gi4 tri hon bat cong bat chinh [d], nghia 14, tién nhan ciing chua hé nghe
ca ngoi pham chat cong binh chinh truc mang trong né va la chinh né. Néu
phai tim nguoi dé nghe phat biéu, ngudi d6 1a tién sinh. Boi thé tién nhan s&
lon giong, manh dan ca ngoi cudc doi bat cong bat chinh; 1am vay la tién
nhan cung cap cho tién sinh mé hinh tién nhan muén tién sinh khai thac khi
dén luot ca tiéng ca ngoi cong binh chinh truc dong thoi chi trich bat cong
bat chinh. Tién sinh c6 bang 10ng dé nghi nhu thé khong a?’

‘C6 chu, con gi vui hon,” ban nhan dap, ‘dong y hoan toan, vi do la dé tai
nguoi hiéu biét déu han hoan san long ban bac trong tranh luan.’

‘Nghe tién sinh noi thé ha da vo cung,” [e] Glaucon tiép 16i. ‘Nhu da hua,
bay gi0 xin chu y ti¢n nhan bét dau tiéu dé thir nhat ban chit va ngudn gbc
cong binh chinh tryc. Piéu con ngudi thuong noi 4y 1a theo 1& tu nhién gay
hai hodc ton thuong 1a c6 loi, chiu thiét hodc ton thuong 1a khong cé loi,
nhung con nguoi khong dé y cai khong c6 loi do chiu thiét vuot xa cai ¢o loi
vi gay hai tao nén. Boi thé sau khi ném thtr ca hai, 1am sai trai, nhan sai tréi,
con nguoi quyét dinh, [359a] do khong thé tranh né cai nay, don nhén cai
kia, bat lgi khong thé tranh duoc, c6 loi khong thé dat ndi, tot hon hét 13
dung hoa ca hai, bao ddm khong lam sai trai hodc nhan sai trai. Vi vay con
nguoi tién hanh lam luat phap va thoa hiép hd tuong, tir d6 con ngudi ding
chit “hop phap’, ‘phai 18’ dé miéu ta moi thir phap dién quy dinh. D6 1a
ngudn gdc va ban chat cong binh chinh truc. D6 1a dung hoa giita cai ua
thich hon hét, 1am sai trdi ma khong bi trimg phat, va cai dang ghét hon ca,
ganh chiu sai trai ma khong dugc boi thuong. La dung hoa gitra hai cai, cong
binh chinh truc dugc thitra nhan, vi khong phai tu n6 ¢é 191, ma vi né co6 gia



tri twong d6i ngan can con nguoi lam diéu sai trai.[b] Ngudi thuc su ¢6 kha
nang lam diéu sai trai s€ khong bao gio chap nhan thoa hi¢p nhu thé véi bat
ky ai. Néu lam vay nguoi do6 s€ hoa dién.

‘Do la ly do con nguoi giai thich ban chat va nguén gbc cong binh chinh
truc. Piém tiép theo 1a con nguoi thuc hién cong binh chinh tryc mét cach
mién cudng, ngoai y mudn va chi vi khong thé 1am sai trai. C6 thé nhin thay
diém nay hét stc dé dang néu ngd bdi tudng tuong nguoi cong binh chinh
truc va nguoi bat cong bat chinh duoc tu do lam bat ké cai gi ho muén, [c]
roi theo ddi, quan sat udc mudn dan ho toi dau. Ngb bbi s& thay ngudi cong
binh chinh triuc hing hyc theo dudi y hét ngudi bat cong bat chinh, do tu loi
thuc day dé co nhiéu hon, dong luc con ngudi trén cdi doi ty nhién di theo,
khong quan tim ban tri t6i quyén loi ngudi khac, néu khong bi luat phap kim
ham, dua khéi duong nay, doi hoéi ton trong cong binh.

‘Chtrng minh, mé ta vé tu do tién nhan dang ndi sé rd rang va cu thé néu ngd
boi gia du ca hai déu s dic quyén luc, ngd boi nghe ké, to tién Gyges ving
Lydia thoi xua sé dac [d]. DPuong su la myc phu phuc dich quan vuong vung
Lydia thoi d6. Mot hom bong dung bao d6 dir dan, ~dong dat kha rong ¢ khu
vuc duong sy chan bo, mat dat niit toang, sdu hoam. Nhin canh twong ma
kinh ngac, 1an mo di xudng hd sau duong sy thay nhiéu vat la ky. Chuyén ké
trong s6 d6 c6 mot con ngya bang dong bung rong, minh co6 nhiéu ctra. Ghé
mat nhin duong su thdy bén trong c6 xac chét, hinh thu dudng nhu 16n hon
xac nguoi. Lai gan duong sy khong 13y gi trur chiéc nhin bang vang, xac chét
tran trudng deo & ngodn tay; duong su Vuot nhe khé& rut chiéc nhan, sau do
men duong di 18n. Theo théng 1¢ [e] mdi thang hop mot lan muc phu tau
trinh quoc vuong tinh trang gia suc ho trong nom, 1an nao di hop duong su
cung deo chiéc nhan. Ngdi hop voi dong ban bat ngd duong su quay mat
nhan vao phia trong long ban tay. Do thé duong sy tro thanh vo6 hinh d6i vai
ddéng ban, ho bat dau noi toi duong su nhu thé duong sy da bo di. [360a]
Ngac nhién hét strc, ngon tay lai man mé chiéc nhin, duong sy quay mit
nhan ra phia ngoai mu ban tay. Boi vay duong su lai tro thanh httu hinh. Luc
nhén ra sy thé lién thir nghiém voi chiéc nhan xem né c6 thuc sy so dic
quyén lyc nhu thé khéng, duong su thdy mdi lan quay mat nhan vao trong
duong su trd thanh vo hinh, mdi 1an quay mat nhan ra ngoai duong sy tré
thanh htru hinh. Sau khi kham pha su thé duong sy tim cach c6 mit trong
doan muc phu bé kién qudc vuong; vao trong cung dién duong sy klem cach
quyén rii hoang héu [b]; ba d6ng 16a thyc hién 4m muu, duong sy tin cong,
ha sat qudc vuong, chiém doat ngai vang.

‘Bay gio hiy tuong tuong c6 hai chiéc nhan nhu thé hién hitu, nguoi cong



binh chinh truc deo mot, nguoi bat cong bat chinh deo mot. Ai cling nghi
khong nguoi nao y chi sat da twong tu lai bam chit cong binh chinh truc, loi
1a khong dua tay nim ngay s& hitu cua nguoi khac mac du ra ngoai chg co
thé an cap bat ké cai g1 ngudi d6 mudn, khong so bi phat giac, len vao nha
ngu vai bat ky ai nguoi d6 thich [c], ha sat, tha khoi nha tu bat ké ai ngudi
d6 mudn, va thu:0’ng cu xur, hanh dong nhu the s¢ dac quyén lyc siéu pham y
hét than linh gitta hang thé nhan. Trong may truong hop vira ké, nguoi cong
binh chinh truc khong hé khic nguoi bat cong bat chinh, song ca hai theo
cung chiéu hudng. Tuy nhién, su thé cho thiy ré rang khong bao gid co
chuyén tu ¥ lva chon cong binh chinh truc, con nguoi lam sai, lam trai bat ké
khi nao cé thé, con ngudi cu xtr cong binh chinh truc chi do cudng bach,
thuc day. Con nguoi khong coi cong binh chinh truc 13 cai dén bu riéng tu, vi
thé bat ké chd nao thuan tién, con nguoi lam sai lam trai tic thi. Vi vay, [d]
theo quan diém nay, bat cong bat chinh loi hon céng binh chinh truc, nguoi
nghi bat cong bat chinh dén bu hon céng binh chinh tryc 12 ngudi nghi phai.
Va vi vay, hinh anh nguoi dugc tu do nhu thé ngd bdi vira ndi ma bo qua co
may khong 1am sai lam trai, khong s0 mo cua nguoi, khong cudp doat lang
gleng, s& khién nguoi doi nghi nguoi do dang trén dudng cuc ky toi té, ké
ngu si dang thuong hon hét & doi, mic du ca ngoi trudc mat nhau, danh ltra
bip bom 1an nhau, vi s¢ ganh chiu bat cong bat chinh.

‘Y kién tién nhan vé tiéu dé 1a vay [e]. Muén danh gia dang muc cudc doi
hai nguoi dang ban, ngd boi co thé thuc hién dang cach néu tao khoang trong
gitra nguoi cong binh chinh tryc vo1 nguol bat cong bat chinh cang rong
cang tot, dat nguoi cuc ky cong binh chinh tryc d6i dién nguoi cuc ky bat
cong bat chinh. Lam vay ngd boi c6 thé bién mbi nguoi thanh hoan hao ¢ vi
thé tiéu biéu, khong may may ha thap tinh bat cong bat chinh & nguol nay
hay tinh cong binh chinh truc & ngu’ol kia. Noi khac di, ngu’ou bat cong bat
chinh ctia ngd bdi phai 1a chuyén gia thuc su, ngh¢ nhén tai gioi. Chang han
thuyen truong kinh nghlem y si uyén tham, biét g101 han chuyén mon, lam
cai co thé, khong lam cai khong thé, néu lam sai c6 kha ning sira chira.
[361a] Mat khac, nguoi bat cong bat chinh phai, néu 1a bat cong bat chinh
hoan toan, co kha nang tranh bi phat giac khi lam sai lam trai; nguoi bi
phanh phui phai coi la hang bat tai, vi hinh thirc hoan hao hon hét cta bat
cong bat chinh 13 tao an twong, 1am ra vé cong binh chinh tryc trong khi thyc
ra 13 bat cong bat chinh. Boi thé ngd bdi phai gan ghép bat cong bat chinh
hoan hao cho ngudi bat cong bat chinh hoan hao ctia ngd boi; hon the muén
danh hi¢u toan ven, ngd boi phai chuan bi dé cao duong sy ndi tiéng hoan
toan vé cong binh chinh truc dau bat cong bat chinh hoan toan [b]. Duong su
phai c6 kha nang stra 16i 1am pham phai, thura stre tranh luén quyét liét néu
sai trai bi phat giac, str dung sttc manh khi can, bang cach phdi hop nghi luc



vO1 ¥ chi, van dung bang hiru cuing cua cai.

‘Bén canh chan dung nguoi bat cong bat chinh, ngd boi dit chan dung ngu’O'i
cong binh chinh tryc, tinh tinh chat phac, chan that, nhu Aeschylus noi,
ngu’0’1 mudn “that tha thuc su, khong mudn lam ra vé that tha.” B0’1 thé ngo
bdi khong duge phép dé duong su 1am ra vé that tha, [c] vi néu lam vay
duong sy s€ don nhan tudng thuong va danh du, nguoi khac sé nghi duong
su cong binh chinh truc, va ngd béi cling khong duoc phép noéi dong luc thic
day duong su lam vay 1a yéu coéng binh chinh tryc hay yéu tuéng thudng va
danh du. Khong. Ngo bdi phai 16t bo moi thir khong dé duong sy mang cai
gi trir tinh cong binh chinh tryc, va chan dung duong su ngd bbi vé& phai theo
cach hoan toan dbi nghich chan dung ngudi bat cong bat chinh. Du khong
lam sai trai, nguoi cong binh chinh tryc cua ngod bdi phai khét tiéng 1 bat
cong bat chinh dé ngd béi trac nghiém tinh cong binh chinh tryc xem duong
su ¢6 vO nhiém, vo cam khi trye dién voi tiéng xau va hau qua cia tiéng xau
khong. Cu de duong su tiép tuc theo duong cong binh chinh tryc to1 khi
nham mat, noi tiéng bat cong bat chinh sudt doi. [d] Lam vay, khi day cudc
doi cong binh chinh tryc va cudc doi bat cong bat chinh t&i cuc diém, ngo
bdi ¢6 thé nhan dinh cudc doi nao sung suong hon.’

‘O, 6, Glaucon quy hoa,” ban nhan thdt 101, ‘ban nhan vo cung cam kich quy
htru dé kheo 1¢o, hang say loai bo nhugc diém, ti vét, hoan tat hai chan dung
nhu hai pho twong lam nhu sin sang dem di trién 1dm dén noi.’

‘Tién nhan cb hét strc,” duong su dap. ‘Hai chan dung da hoan thanh, tién
nhan nghi miéu ta cudc doi chd doi mdi chan dung khong khé khan. Néu [e]
miéu ta c6 vé hoi moc mac, qué mua, xin ti€n sinh nh& cho, khong phai tién
nhan dinh lam vay, ma 11 d6 bat nguon tir ngudi ca ngoi bat cong bat chinh
cao gia hon cong binh chinh tryc. Bay gid tién nhan chi nhic lai. Nguoi ta s&
noi nguoi cong binh chinh tryc, nhu ngd bbi miéu ta, s& bi danh dap, tra tan,
bo tu, cong xich, moc mat. [362a] Sau khi ganh du thir dau don nguoi do s€
chiu nhuc hinh, cubi cing phai hoc nam 1ong muc dich ¢ doi con nguoi
khong nén, ma chi lam ra vé muén cong binh chinh tryc. Hién nhién ciu tho
Aeschylus thét ra c6 thé ap dung kha thich hop véi nguoi bat cong bét chinh.
Vi theo dudi cudc soéng cin clr trén su that, khong cin ctr vao bé ngoai,
ngu’(‘)’i d6 khong muén hinh nhu ma thuc su bat cong bat chinh. Nguoi do

“chira trong tim ludng cay sau dam, tir d6 ¥ dinh chan thanh trd moc tot
twoi.” [b] Y dinh trudc tién dem lai tiéng tam toan cdi, quyen hanh khap noi,
vi ¢6 vé cong binh chinh tryc, tlep theo glup nguoi do ldy con gai nha giau
nguoi do muon, du:ng \(Y ga chong con cai cho bat ky ai ngu:0'1 do6 thich, chon
d6i tac 1am an vai bat ky ai nguoi d6 dinh, nhat 1a ngoai loi diém vira ké, do



khong ban tdm thac méc thuc hanh bat cong bat chinh, ngudi d6 tha ho tim
cach kiém loi cho ban than. Trong tranh tung, céng hay tu, ngudi d6 ludn
luén thang loi, vugt xa doi tha, thu nhap cua cai, [c¢] do d6 dem lgi cho ban,
mang hai cho thu. Té sinh trang trong, ciing bai linh dinh, dang hién khong
nhimg thich dang ma trang 18, kinh can phuc vu than linh va bat ké nguoi
nao muén phuc vu, ngudi do6 nhiét tinh hon ngudi cong binh chinh truc. Béi
thé xem ra hiru Iy than linh han hoan quan tdm téi ngudi d6 hon ngudi cong
binh chinh truc. Va cling béi thé, tién sinh oi, nguoi ta két luan nho ca than
linh 13n thé nhan nguoi bat cong bt chinh xay dung cudc song tét dep hon
nguoi cong binh chinh tryc.’

Glaucon vura dut 161 [d] ban nhan dinh dap lai d61 diéu, nhung nhanh miéng
Adeimantus bao d¢ duong sy néi trude: “Chac han tién sinh khong nghi phat
biéu nhu vay day dua chu?’

‘Sao lai khong?’ ban nhan dap.
‘Piém quan trong hon hét dang 1& phai phat biéu chua phat bicu.’

‘O, ngan ngit n6i anh em nhu thé tay chan, 14 lanh dum 14 rach. Néu bao
huynh bé qua diéu gi, quy dé nén gitp mdt tay. Tuy nhién, nhimng gi bao
huynh phat biéu du ha van d&r dir khién ban nhan chéi v6i hoan toan khong
thé nho t&i ctru gitip céng binh chinh tryc.’

‘“Tién sinh qua 101,” duong sy to ve thang thét. “Tuy nhién, xin dung chdm
dut & d6 ma lang nghe ca ti¢n phu ntra. [e] Muén lam sang t6 ¥ nghia diéu
Glaucon ndi, ngd bdi ciing phai di sau diy da vao 1y luan trai véi Iy luan
duong su dua ra, nghia 13 1y lun ca ngoi cong binh chinh tryuc, chi trich bat
cong bat chinh. Bai khi bd noi véi con, [363a] khi ngudi trén nodi véi ké
dudi, tit ca thudng noi lam ngudi phai céng binh chinh truc, song khong ca
ngoi cong binh chinh truc, ma chi ca ngoi danh tiéng vO1 vo1 cong binh
chinh tryc dan toi; tt ca mudn ké dudi ching té cong binh chinh truc qua do
s& hudng quyén cao chirc trong, hon nhan bé thé, va nhiéu nita Glaucon ké
lac ndy, vi nhimg cai d6 danh cho ngudi cong binh chinh truc do nbi tiéng
ltmg danh; tit ca con nhan manh hon nita hau qua cua tiéng tim, dong thoi
no6i thém néu an & t6t dep voi than linh, nguoi thanh kinh con hudng vo sb
hong an. Su thé di duoc Hesiod va Homer xac dinh. Hesiod noi vi nguoi
cong binh chinh tryc than linh lam “cay s0i mang nhiéu qua tren dinh, [b]
ong xay to giita than, ciru ye ich cat budc vi long xu day com” cung nhiéu
thr tot dep lién hé voi may thir nay. Homer dién ta twong tu: “Quén vuong
anh minh tri vi xtr s& dong dan, can dam, long da kinh s¢ than linh, ton trong



phap luat. Nho tai din dat khon ngoan, dat phi nhiéu san xuét lta mi, lda
mach, cay nay n¢ trai chin [c], ciru sinh d¢ khong ngumg, bién cung cip vo
sO ca.”

‘Phan thudng Musaeus va con trai nhan danh than linh danh cho ngudi cong
binh chinh tryc con hap dan hon nhiéu. Sau khi dua sang thé gioi bén kia
xubng cung dién Diém Vuong, qua 101 tho, cha con dat ngudi cong binh
chinh truc ng01 trén ghé dua thoai mai, stra soan yén tiéc danh cho hang
thanh dtc, dau d6i vong nguyét qué, ubng ruou li bi, lam nhu [d] phan
thuong cao quy danh cho céng binh chinh truc 13 say sua vinh vién. Ngu’0'1
khac con dua phan thu’ong cta than linh keo dai, di xa nira. Ho noi con,
chau, chat, hau dué ngudi thanh tim, kinh can s& séng sung suéng doi doi
kiép kiép. Ct thé va theo cung cach tuong tu, nhu dan do, khuyén bao, ho va
nguoi giéng ho dua ra 101 ca ngoi cong binh chinh tryc. Trai lai, nguoi bat
kinh, bat cong bat chinh ho dim xudng bun den dudi am phu, bat mang nudc
bang sang, dua vao vong tai tiéng xau xa trong khi con song trén co1 doi, bat
chiu trung phat Glaucon miéu ta [e] nhu phan danh cho nguoi céng binh
chinh tryc mang tiéng bat cong bat chinh; tin dung trimg phat nay ho khong
nghi td1 trung phat khac.

‘Do 1a cach ngudi ta ca ngoi cong binh chinh truc va ché bai bat cong bat
chinh. Du thé bén canh cach ndy van cé cach khac tién sinh chéng thé bo
qua. Cach thong thuong bang van xud1 dan chung ndi voi nhau vé cong binh
chinh truc va bat cong bat chinh, cing thiy xuat hién bang tho trong hang
ngil thi si [364a]. Ho déu nhét tri, dong thanh dé cao gia tri tiét do va cong
binh chinh tryc, nhung nghi khé thyc hién, lai doi phai kién nhan, chiu kho,
trong khi budng tha va bat cong bat chinh tha vi muén c6 that d& dang, trong
tham tdm dan chung va tuc 1€ coi la bét xung, dé tién. Ho con no1 nhin chung
sai trai co loi hon phai 18, va ho san sang khen ngoi ngudi bat cong bat
chinh, bay to quy trong, ton xung o chd cong cdng hay noi riéng tu, mién sao
nguoi do giau co, quyén the trong khi ho coi thuong, [b] khinh ré nguoi
nghéo kho, yéu thé, 1ép vé, mic du dong y trong hai nguoi nguoi nay kha
hon nguoi kia. Nhung ky la hét stc 13 chuyén ho ké vé than linh va cong
binh chinh tryc. Ho noi than linh thuong tao bat hanh, cudc doi kho 80’ cho
nguoi hién lanh, tr té, song s6 phan nguoc lai danh cho ké bac 4c, x4u xa.
Thay tu hanh khat va thay doan lang thang mo t6i gd cua nha giau co, tim 101
thuyet phuc. Ho noi néu té sinh that nhleu phu phép that lam cha nhan c6
thé tich liy quyen nang thiéng liéng. Néu ban than hay t6 tién pham sai trai,
chu nhan c6 thé chudc xda [c] bang bua chu, té sinh, vui thu, ti¢c tung. Néu
c6 ké thu, bat ké tir té hay trdo tro, chii nhan mudn ham hai, ho co thé 1am
gitip d& dang, 1¢ phi nho nho, bang chiéu hon, than chi. St dung may thir ho



tuyén bd ho c6 thé thuyét phyc than linh 1am theo y mudn. Nham bién minh
diéu vira n6i ho ké tén thi si coi nhu nhan chtmg hién nhién. Ung ho ¥ kién
cho rang xau xa, bat cong bat chinh d& pham c6 ngudi ké Hesiod: “Pdc 4c,
bat cong bat chinh con nguoi vuon tdi dé dang, nhan nhan va vo so, [d]
duong di bang phang, nha ¢ gan ké. Trai lai, dao dirc, cong binh chinh tryc,
duong di xa x6i, gip ghénh, doc tham, truéc khi vuon téi than linh quyét
dinh con nguoi phai va do kha nhiéu mo hoi.” Mudn ching t6 thé nhan cé
thé anh hu:(mg than linh dam khac ké Homer vi thi hao ciing noi: “Ngay ca
than linh, vi thé, uy tin, uy quyén gap boi ngo bbi cung c6 thé lung lac, xiéu
long. Khi nguoi pham luét, pham 16i quy goi van xin, than linh ciing thay d6i
thai d6 trude 18 sinh, khan vai, rugu tay [e], 1& vat ngao ngat huong thom.”
Pé din chimg ho dua ra bd sach chi din 18 nghi do Musaeus va Orpheus
trudc tac, ho bao hai nguoi 1a hau dué Hang Nga va Thi Than; ho con thuyét
phuc khong nhu:ng ca nhan ma ca thanh quoc [365a], ¢ do1 nay va sau khi
chét, c6 thé giam tdi, x4 toi, tay t6i néu 1am 18 té sinh, t6 chirc 1& hoi vui choi
thoai mai. Ho han hoan goi 1& nay 1a bi tich nhdp mén, ho tin chic 1& nay sé
giai ctru ngd bdi khoi trimg phat, tai wong & thé gii bén kia, noi sé phan
khung khiép, su viéc ghé tom dang chd ngudi chénh mang 18 sinh, khong
khai tam thu phap.

‘Socrates quy mén,” duong sy tiép tuc, ‘d6 1a diéu ho noi, ndi di noi lai dai
dong md ta thai do than linh va thé nhan ddi voi cong binh chinh tryc va bat
cong bat chinh, tién sinh nghi thé nao vé hau qua d6i véi dau 6c thanh nién?
Ho c6 ban tinh tu nhién, kha niang thién phu thu thap kién thic tiém an, nhu
ong bay trén hoa, luét tir ¥ tudng ndy qua y tudng no, thAm nhap, di siu vao
tat c4, tu minh rat ra két luan loai nguoi ho s€ tré thanh, muc dich ho s€ theo
dudi [b], con duong ho s& cat budc nham hudéng t61 cudc doi that tdt dep.
Nguoi thanh nién nhu thé thé nao ciing nhac lai 16i Pindar va ty hoi: “Ta s&
theo dudng cong binh chinh tryc hay 16i muu gian déi tra leo tuong thanh
cao ngat, roi giam minh trong d6 séng cudc doi cach biét moi nguoi?” Theo
161 ho noéi, 1am ra vé cong binh chinh tryc ma khong thuc su cong binh chinh
truc, ta chéng dugc gi, ma chi gap rac rdi, chiu mat mat. Trai lai, néu thuc su
bat cong bat chinh, song 1am ra vé cong binh chinh truc, ta s& song cudc doi
tuyét voi [c]. Boi thé cac vi hién triét dé chi bao “bé ngoai 101 k€o, thu hut
manh liét hon bén trong,” cung luc quyet dinh, ban phat hanh phtc cho nhan
loai. Ta phai don hét tim strc vao bé ngoai, ta s€ v€ buc tranh va bong mo
birc tranh dao dirc bao phu xung quanh 1am tién sanh va mat ngoai ngoi nha,
song bén trong gidu k§ “con cdo quy quyét, xao tra” Archilochus hiéu biét
cudc doi cung nhu con nguol miéu ta vo cung kheo 1éo. Co nguoi phan bac:
Lam ra vé bat cong bat chinh ma khong bi phat giac dau phai dé dang. Ngo
boi s& dap: C6 18 khong. Nhung hién nhién nhiéu chuyén quan trong & doi



chang bao gior d& dang ca. DAu thé [d] nghe n6i néu mudn sung sudng, day 1a
duong ngd bdi phai di, theo sat timg bude 1y luan cho thidy. Mudn tranh bi
phat giac, ngd bdi s& 1ap hoi kin, nhom ap luc. Ngo bdi ¢ thé hoc cach an
noi, lic ndo ciing cd gido su sin sang hudng dan nghé thuat thuyét phuc,
chinh tri hay luat phap, dam dong ¢ hdi truong hay toa an. Do do, bang cach
nay cach no, thuyet phuc ¢ day, ¢p budc dang kia, ngo bbi c6 thé ap dao,
khéng ché nguoi khac, bao vé quyén lgi ban than tién toi muc dich ma
khong bi trung phat.

“To ¥ phan d6i tién sinh s& bao: “Chang nén che gidu, danh lira hay str dung
bao luc véi than linh.” O hay, néu khong c6 than linh, néu than linh khong
dé y chuyen thé nhan, tai sao ngo bbi phai ban tam che g1au danh lua? [e]
Trai lai, gia thu co than linh, gia thur than linh dé ¥ chuyén thé nhan, ngd boi
cling chang biét, chang nghe thiy néi & dau, nhén thirc va suy luan cua ngo
bbi vé than linh, toan bd va duy nhat, bat nguon tir truyen thong va pho hé¢
than linh, thi si miéu ta. Thi si bao than linh la thuc thé co6 thé thuyét phuc
thay d6i y dinh bang té sinh, dang hién va “cau nguyén tham ling.” Ngb bbi
phai chap nhan ca hai y kién hoac khong. Néu chap nhén ca hai, ngd bdi nén
lam sai trai trude, su dung phan nao loi 16¢ lam 1¢ té sinh sau. Vi néu cu XU
phai 18, ngd boi chi c6 thé tranh khoi bi than linh trimg phat, [366a] song mat
loi 16¢ do lam sai trai dem lai. Nguoc lai, néu 1am sai trai, ngod boi s& khéng
nhing duoc 191 16c, ma con tranh khoi bi trimg phat, mién 1a che day sai trai,
xau xa bang cau nguyén, nham thuyét phuc than linh b6 qua, budng tha, Tién
sinh s€ noi: “Nhung ngo bbi s& phai tra & thé gioi bén kia 01 16i ngd boi hay
con chau vi pham & thé gidi bén nay.” Giai quyet van dé sau khi suy ngim
cau tra 10i tién sinh lai bao: “Khoéng, quy dé oi, ngd boi s& khong phai ganh
chiu nhu vay. Bi tich thu phap tac dung khung khiép, x4 toi phi thuong,
manh liét vo cung, do la truyén diép chuyén g1a0 cho ngd béi, do thanh quéc
quan trong hon hét trong xa hoi loai nguoi, [b] va con chau than linh tro
thanh thi si, tién tri, cam hing linh di¢u, dién giai huyen v1 Xac nhan su viéc
thé that.”

‘Vay con 1y luan nao kha di thuyét phuc ngd bdi khong chon bat cong bat
chinh, ma chon cong binh chinh tryc? Tién phu mudn noi, neu phdi ‘hop bat
cong bat chinh véi mit ngoa1 gia tra, gian doi, ngd bdi co thé song dé dang &
thé gioi bén nay hay thé gidi bén kia, qua mit ca than linh 1an thé nhan. 6
1a diéu dong dao nguoi binh dan va chot vot nguoi quyén thé noi cho ngd bdi
hay. Béi thé, sau khi phat biéu nhu vy, thu hoi, thua tién sinh, ¢6 di¢u ke
nao kha di giap do [c] nguoi co uu diém, tai cao, cta nhiéu, dung mao tuan
tu, goc ré bé thé, sin sang dé cao, thay vi mim cuoi, khi nghe nguoi ta ca
ngoi céng binh chinh truc? Béi thuc tinh ma nodi néu co ai co thé khong



nhimg phti nhan diéu tién phu vira phat biéu, ma con lon tiéng khang dinh
cong binh chinh truc siéu viét, chic han nguoi do van c6 cam tinh, san sang
tha thar chir khong tic gian v4i bat cong bat chinh. Nguoi d6 hiéu trir phi
sinh ra d3 co thién tinh 1am sai trai, hodc s& dic kién thirc, kim ham thién
tinh, con nguoi s€ khong bao gid tu nguyén lam phai I€, [d] song s& chi trich
lam sai trai, do nhut nhat, tudi tac, hodc yéu dudi khién bat luc Khong the
nhung tay. Sy that vé chuyén nay hién rd nhu ban ngdy. Mot khi nim quyén
trong tay, nguoi d6 s& 12 nguoi dau tién tan dung kha ning 1am sai trai.

‘Ly do dén t&i két thuc cung la ly do khoi mao cudc tranh luan gitra ba nguoi
ngd bdi. Nhan ra sy thé, ngac nhién khon xiét, Glaucon va tién phu muon
thwa voi tién sinh thé nay: “Socrates, con nguoi ky diéu, ngd bodi thdy rap
tam ca ngoi cong binh chinh tryc bat dau tir anh hung xa xua, [e] 101 noi, tho
van con luu truyén, két thuc véi con ngudi ngay nay, song khong nguoi nao
trong quy vi tung dé cao cong binh chinh tryc mot lan 1én tleng chi trich bat
cong bat chinh hoic tdng boc cong binh chinh tryuc, trir ké 16 tiéng tam, vinh
du, phan thudng ca hai mang lai. Chua vi nao miéu t4, thi si hay thr dan,
trong thi ca hay vin xudi, chuyén tro thuong nhit da bao gid tim hiéu chu
dao tac dung cta cong binh chinh tryc hodc bat cong bat chinh ra sao d6i véi
tam tri con nguoi du ¢ tinh trang che giéu than linh hodc thé nhan khong
nhan ra, hodc giai thich 1am sao bat céng bét chinh lai c6 tac dung het suc ¢
hai doi v6i tam tri va cong binh chinh tryc ngugc lai. Néu quy vi tién t&i van
dé theo cach nay ngay tu dau, neu quy vi tim 16 thuyet phuc ngd béi khi con
tre, [367a] ngod bdi s& chang mat cong canh chimg 1an nhau khéi 1am sai 1am
trai; mo1 nguol s€ ty minh tan lyc bao v¢ ban than, vi s¢ 1am sai trai la s&
song véi xau xa khung khiép.”

‘Thua tién sinh, d6 1a diéu Thrasymachus va c6 thé nguoi khac s& noi rit u
ho db, tién phu chi nhéc lai, di nhién khong phai c6 vay, ma co 1€ nhiéu hon,
vé cong binh chinh tryc va bat cong bat chinh. Tién phu nghi thé nao duong
su cling cd tinh 14t nguoc kha nang, bop méo chu dich cua ho. [b] Du vay,
man phép néi thang than, néi thanh that, khéng may may gidu giém, che day,
SO di tap trung tri lyc, van dung tam can ndi ra ay la vi tién phu rat mudn
nghe tién sinh phat biéu nguoc lai. Béi thé xin dung chi dua ra dan ching ly
thuyet cong binh chinh tryc gia tri hon bat cong bat chinh, ma miéu ta cho
ngd boi hay m01 cai tu n6 va do n6 anh huong con nguoi the nao, cai thi tbt
dep, cai thi xau xa. Xin gat sang bén, nhu Glaucon yéu cau, du:ng dung toi
tiéng tam. Boi néu tién sinh khong bt bo tleng tam chan thuc tir cai nay, gan
dan tiéng tim gia tao vao cai kia, ngd boi s& ndi tién sinh quan tim tdi ca
ngoi, chi trich ngoai dién chtr khong phai thuc tai, khong ca ngoi cong binh
chinh tryc, ma ca ngoi tiéng tim danh cho coéng binh chinh truc, [c] khong



da kich bat cong bat chinh, ma da kich bé ngoai cua bat cong bat chinh, tién
sinh tham kin khuyen khich ngd bbi trd thanh bat cong bat chinh, 1am sai
trai, trdnh bi phat glac tién sinh thyuc su dong v v&1 Thrasymachus rang cong
binh chinh truc 1a céi loi1 ctia ngudi khac, cai loi cua phe manh, con bat cong
bat chinh 13 cai loi ctia ban than, cai hai ctia phe yéu, theo dudi dén cung bat
chap thé nao. Tién sinh di dong ¥ cong binh chinh truc thudc loai c6 loi cao
gia hon hét, nghia 1a loai co6 lgi dang Iwa chon khong nhitng vi hau qua [d]
ma con vi, va hon thé, chinh nd, ti nhu thi giac, thinh giac, tri nang, stuc
khoe, cung phém chit khac dem lai cho ngo boi cai loi thue su, khong phai
chi cai loi bé ngoai. Bai thé xin cho ngd bdi nghe tién sinh ca ngoi cong binh
chinh truc theo khia canh d6. Tién sinh ching minh cong binh chinh truc tu
n6 va do nd dem loi thé nao, mang hai ra sao dbi voi nguoi s dic tu tudng
ay. Con phan thudng va tiéng tim dé ngudi khac tan duong. Phan riéng tién
phu s& man nguyén néu ngudi khac ca ngoi cong binh chinh truc hay ché bai
bat cong bat chinh bémg 101 nhu thé, dé cao cai nay mang lai phan thuéng, ha
thap cai kia dem vé tiéng tam. Trai lai, néu duoc phep bay to, [e] tién phu s&
khong chap nhan 1am nhu thé, trir phi tién sinh y€u céu, vi tién sinh da bo ca
cudc doi nghién ctru van d¢, va chi van dé nay thoi. Vay xin dung chi néi
cong binh chinh truc gia tri hon bat cong bat chinh, ma chi din cho ngd bdi
hay tai sao cai nay tu né va do né khién ngudi cé tu tudng dé trd nén tot dep,
bat ké than linh hay thé nhan c6 biét hay khong, trong khi céi kia, tuw nd va
do no, bat ké than linh va thé nhan c6 biét hay khong, trd thanh xau xa.’

‘Ban nhan chim chu lang nghe, v6 cling cam mén tai nang cia Glaucon va
Adeimantus. [368a] Lan nay dic biét thich thi véi phat biéu cta hai ngudi,
ban nhan thét 10i: “O, cha ndo con nay, ho phu sinh ho tir! Chang 1am chut
nao, 6i quy tir tuyét voi clia bac siéu quan”, mo déu bai ai ca kha goi cam,
nguoi yéu ctia Glaucon ngoi ca chién céng xuat sic quy hiru thé hién trong
tran Megara:

Quy tir Ariston, cap do1 tuyét voi,
Dong doi chau bau cuia nguoi bat chiing Itirng danh.

Tinh tir “tuy€t voi” mifu ta tron ven thyc trang. Ban nhan nghi ding hét suc,
quy hiru oi! Néu quy hitu khong bi thuyet phuc bat cong bat chinh tot dep
hon cong binh chinh tryc, ma van tiép tuc trinh bay van dé nhu da lam, chac
han tAm tri c6 cai gi qua thuc siéu pham thuc day. Qua 10i pho dién, ban
nhan nghi quy hru duong nhu khong thuc su bi thuyét phuc. [b] No61 vay la
ban nhan theo ddi tinh tinh quy hitu may lan. Néu chi cin cit vao 10i quy
hitu, ban nhan s€ khong tin quy hitu chut nao. Nhung cang dat tin tuéng vao



quy hiru, ban nhin cang khong biét 1am thé ndo. Ban nhan khong biét co thé
gitip d& quy hitu ra sao dé giai quyét van dé, vi cam thay chéi véi khi quy
hitu bac bé cau ban nhan tra 161 Thrasymachus, qua d6 ban nhan tudng
tugng ban nhan di chimg minh céng binh chinh tryc tt dep hon bat cong bat
chinh. Mat khac, ban nhén cting khong biét lam thé nao tir chdi gitp 45, vi
so mang tiéng bat nhan, [c] & day thay cong binh chinh tryc bi phi bang, cha
dap ngay trudc mat, trong khi co thé con hoi dé thé, miéng van phat ra tiéng
n6i ma hét hon, lang tranh, khong nhao téi ciru glup Boi thé ban nhan phai
hét strc ctru gitp cong binh chinh truc bang bat ké gia ndo.”

Glaucon va may than hiru nan ni ban nhan xan t6i ciru gitp, tiép tuc tranh
luan chir ding bo do, song ¢b gang tim cho ra cong binh chinh truc, bat cong
bat chinh 13 thé ndo, va céi loi thuc su cta hai tht ra sao. Béi thé ban nhan
bat dau lén tiéng, hoan toan thanh thuc: ‘Ngo bdi dang dan than tim hiéu dé
tai hoc bua hét strc, khong phai chuyén tam thuong.[d] Ban nhan nghi dé tai
can quan sat thau dao. Ngo bdi lai vung vé chang khéo 160, vi thé ban nhan
nghi ngd bdi nén tién hanh thé nay. Hay gia du ngd bdi can thi do sip xép
dung xa doc hang chir nho; mot ngudi trong hang kham pha thay & chd khac
cung hang chir do, c& 1on hon, trén bang to hon. Thu hoi nhu Vay khong pha1
may man bat ngd hay sao? Ngo b01 nén doc hang chit 16n, ro1 so sanh voi
hang chir nhé xem hai hang c6 giéng nhau khéng?’

‘Duong nhién,” Adeimantus dap, ‘nhung lam vay co dinh liu gi to1 viéc ngd
bdi tim hiéu cong binh chinh tric 14 thé nao khong hd tién sinh?” [e]

‘Ban nhén s& no1i quy hiru hay. Thé ngod bdi da chang néi cong binh chinh
truc co the 1a ddc tinh cua ca nhan hay thanh quoc hay sao?’

‘Ping 16i.’

‘Thanh qudc 16n hon c4 nhan chir gi?’

‘Vang, 16n hon.’

‘Boi thé ngd bdi co thé tim hiéu cong binh chinh truc trén quy mo 16n hon
trong thuc thé rong hon, nhu vay nhan dinh dé hon. Vi vay, néu quy hiru
khong phan d6i, ban nhan dé nghij [369a] ngd bdi bat dau tim hiéu cong binh
chinh tryc trong thanh quéc, rOi tién ti ca nhan dé xem c6 thé tim ra ciu
tao ctia thuc thé nho hon cai tuong dong véi cai ngd boi da tim thay & thuc
thé 16n hon khong.’

‘Go1y ¢6 vé kha quan,” Adeimantus dap.



‘0,” ban nhan tiép 10i, ‘néu dé ¥ quan sat thanh qudc xuét hién nhu thuc thé
trén binh dién 1y thuyét, ngo bbi cling co6 thé nhan ra céng binh chinh truc va
bat cong bat chinh phat xuét tir d6 ra sao.’

‘Co thé.

‘Lam vay khi tién trinh hoan tat, ngd boi hy vong s& tim ra dé hon cai ngd
boi dang tim.’

‘Dé hon nhiéu.’ [b]

“Vay quy hitu c6 nghi ngd boi nén thuc hién day du khong? Vi khang dinh
voi quy hitu viée lam khong dé, phai suy nghi k¥ ludng.’

‘Ngod boi nghi roi,” Adeimantus dap, ‘thuc hién di.’

‘O, xa hoi Xuat hién,” ban nhén tlep 161, ‘theo chd ban nhan biét, vi ca nhan
khong thé song biét 1ap, can nhiéu nhu cau ca nhan khong thé tu cung tu
tmg. Theo quy hitu c6 cong dong, xa hoi hay thanh qubc nao xuét hién trén
nguyén tac khac khong?’

‘Thua, khong.’

‘Khi c6 du nguoi [c] dé thoa min nhu cau da dang, khac bi¢t, khi da quy tu
kha dong nguoi cung tham gia, cung gitp d& dé cung song mot noi, ngd boi
goi viéc dinh cu nhu thé 1a cong dong, xa hoi hay thanh quoc phai khong?’
‘Phai.’

‘Trong cong dong dan chung trao doi hang hoa hd twong, vi nghi bén nhan
bén trao deu co loi, dung khong?’

‘Pung thé.’

‘Neu vay,” ban nhan boi thém, ‘ngd bdi hdy tudng tuong blrc hoa miéu ta
nguon gdc cong déng. Xem ra cong dong duong nhu phat xuét tir nhu cau
ctia ngd boi.”

‘Vang.’

‘Nhu cau [d] thtr nhat va thiét yéu hon hét rd rang 1a cung cap thuc pham dé
nudi séng ngd boi.’



‘RO rang.’
‘Nhu cau thi hai 14 chd ¢, nhu cau thir ba 1a du th quan 4o.”
‘Pung thé.’

‘0, néu vy, cong dong lam thé nao cung mg dy da nhu cau nhu thé? Cong
dong sé can ngu’(n lam rudng, nguoi 1am nha, nguoi dét vai, ban nhan nghi
ca ngudi lam gidy, va mot hay hai nguoi nita dé chu cip nhu cau than thé
ngd bdi doi hoi.”

‘Duong nhién.’
‘Nhu vay cdng dong & mirc nhu cau nhé nhat s€ gom bon hodc nam nguoi.’
‘Hién nhién.’ [e]

‘Nhu vay mdi ngudi trong sb vira ké s& gop phan san xuat do cong lao kho
nhoc cua minh cho moi nguoi cung su dung? Chang han, lam ruong mot
nguoi s€ cung cap thue pham cho bon nguo1? Hay nguoi do6 su dung bon lan
thoi gian va bon 1an cong sirc san xuat thuc pham cung ung cho nhu cau cla
bon nguoi? Hodc thay vi thé, khong quan tam to1 boén nguoi, nguoi do su
dung mot phan tu thoi gian san xuat mot phan tu s6 lugng thuc pham, [370a]
ba phan tu thoi gian con lai, mot phan tu lam nha cho minh, mot phan tu
may quan ao, mot phan tu 1am giay? Noi khac di, tranh khong muon chia
phan véi bon nguoi, ngudi d6 don coéng strc vao san xuat dé cung tng chi
riéng nhu cau cta minh thoi?”’

Nghe thay thé Adeimantus lién dap: ‘O, Socrates, xem ra dudng nhu cach
dau c¢6 1€ don gian hon.’

“Troi dat oi, rd rang 13 vay,” ban nhan tiép 10i, “vi lac quy hitu vira noéi, ban
nhan da nghi tha nhat ngo boi sinh ra theo 1& ty nhién déu khac nhau, khong
ai giéng ai. [b] Ngo bdi s¢ dac nang khiéu ty nhién khac nhau, ning khiéu
giup ngd bdi thich hop voi viéc khac nhau, ngudi gidi nghé nay, ngudi kha
nghé kia. Quy hitu c6 nghi vy khong hd?’

‘Thua, co.’

‘Do vay ngd bdi nén ting dung mot tay nghé hay tim cach thyc hanh nhiéu
tay nghé?’



‘Mobi ngudi mot nghé.”

‘Con diém nita can noi. Bat ké viéc gi néu khong thyc hién dung luc 1a tai
hai vo cung.’

‘Duong nhién.’

‘Nguoi lam phai thanh thao khi bat tay vao viéc; ngudi 1am phai nhanh nhau,
khong thé dénh dang, vi viéc khong cho khong doi.” [c]

‘Bit budc.’

‘Luong gia ting, pham tinh tién, phuong thirc san xuat hiéu qua khi nguoi
lam cham cht dung cach vao viéc thich hop tu nhién, vao lac khan thiét, bo
qua khong ban tam td1 viéc khac.’

‘Nhat dinh.’

‘Nhu vay ngd bdi s& can hon bon nguoi, Adeimantus a, dé dap Gmg nhu cau
vira ké. Vi nguoi lam rudng s€ khong tu tay lam cay, lam cuoc, hay bat ké
noéng cu nao néu can hoan hao. Su thé dung Vo1 ngu:0’1 1am nha va v6 s6 dung

cu ngudi d6 can, [d] va cling ding v6i nguoi dét vai, nguoi lam gidy. Pung
khong?’

‘bang chur sao!’

‘Boi thé tho rén, thg moc, nhiéu ngh¢ nhan tuong tu phai tham gia lam viéc,
nhan s6 cong dong nhd bé ciia ngd boi gia tang.’

‘Di nhién.’

‘Du vay s0 lugng van sé& khong quéa 16n néu ngd boi thém ngudi chan bo,
nguoi chan ctru, nguoi nuodi gia stc du loai khac nhau, d€ cung tng bo cho
chiéc cay, suc vat kéo xe cho ngudi lam nha, [e] ngudi lam rudng, cling nhu
da cho nguoi lam giay, len cho ngudi dét vai.”

‘Khong, song s6 luong s& khong con nho bé nhu thé nira.’

‘Mat khac, xem ra hau nhu khong thé xay dung thanh qudc tai noi khong can
nhap cang.’

‘Dung ro61, hoan toan bat kha.’



‘Do vay, ng6 boi s€ can thém nguodi dé tim ki€ém, thu thap nhitng gi cong
dong can tir ngoai quéc.’

‘Vang.’

‘Nhung néu ra di tay khong, khong mang hang hoa thanh quoc khac can trao
d6i, [371a] khi tré vé nguoi ciia ngd boi cling s& trd vé tay khong, phai
khong?’

‘Chac vay.’

‘Bi thé trong thanh quodc ngd bdi phai san Xuat khong nhimg du nhu cau
ngo b01 can dung, ma ciing phai san xuat du loai va sd lugng hang hoa ngoai
qudc can dung.’

‘Duong nhién.’

“The c6 nghia la thanh quoc s€ gia tang s6 luong nguoi lam rudng va ngudi
lam thu cong.’

‘Vang, thé nao ciing gia ting.’

‘Va nhu vay di nhién s& gém ca nguoi lo viéc xudt cang, nhip cang hang
hoa, nghia la thuong nhan, phai khong?’

“Thua, phai.’
“Vay ngd boi ciing can ho. Pong y cht?’
‘Tranh sao khoi.’

‘Néu thuong mai thuc hién bang dudng bién, ngd bdi s& can nhiéu chuyén
gia v€ thuong thuyén va hang hai.” [b]

‘D1 nhién, nhiéu lam.’
‘Vay trong cong dong hién hiru nguoi dan lam thé nao trao doi san pham do
cong lao lam ra? Vi ban nhan muon noi trao d61 ho tuong 1a nguyén do tao

nén cong dong.’

‘Hién nhién ho s€ mua va ban.’



‘Nhu vay s& doi hoi thi truong va thiét 1ap tién té lam phuong tién trao doi.’
‘Chic vay.’

‘Néu [c] ngudi lam ruong hay bat ky nguoi san xuat nao dem hang ra chg
vao lac khong ai mudn trao doi, ngudi dé sé ngoi li & d6, vo cong roi nghe,
bd bé viéc cua minh ha?’

‘Chic han khong. Nhén thtc tinh trang, VO ngay co hoi, co thanh phan san
sang lo dich vu ¢ d6. Trong cong dong t6 chirc chu dao thanh phan nay
thudng gom nguoi yeu dubi vé mit thé xac, do vay khong thich hop Vo1 vige
khéc. Dich vu gan hen budc chat ho vao ngdi cho, [d] noi ho tra tlen mua
hang ctia ngudi mudn ban va nhén tién ban hang cho nguoi muén mua.’

‘Nhu thé s& 1am nay sinh thanh phan ban 1é trong cong dong. Ngd bdi goi
nguoi1 phuc vu nhu cau cong cong qua vi¢c mua ban ¢ chg nodi dia la tiéu
thuong, twong phan voi ngudi lo chuyén budn ban & cho ngoai qubc 1a
thuong nhan.’

‘Pong y.’

‘Con thanh phan nita [e¢] ngd boéi can dich vu cua ho, nguoi khong thé dong
gop bang stc manh tri tué, song cé thé cung Gng bang sitc manh thé xac
thich hop véi viéc 1am tay chan. Pem suc lyc ra cho ban, doi lai lay dong
luong, két qua 1a ho thuong duoc goi 1a 1am thué, lam mudn.’

‘Dung thé.’
‘V6i1 nguoi lam thue, lam mudn thém vao dan s6 cong dong xem ra tam du.’
‘Vang.’

‘Adeimantus oi, nhu vay liéu bay gio c6 thé noi cong dong ciia ngd boi da
phat trién day du dugc chua?’

‘Co 1€ duoc ro1.’

‘Vay cong binh chinh tryc va bat cong bat chinh ¢ chd nao? Hai yéu to ngd
boi da xem xét xuat hién & thanh phan nao trong cong dong?’

‘Tién phu khong biét, thua tién sinh, [372a] trir phi hai yéu t6 lién quan t6i
cung cach nhitng nguoi nay cu xur voi nhau.’



‘Y nghi xem ra chi 1y, ngd bbi phai quan sat xem sao va tim hiéu khong chan
méi duge. Trude tién ngd bdi xem dan cong dong s& song ra sao khi dugc
cung tmg nhu thé. Di nhién ho s& san Xuat lta mi, rugu vang, quan 4o, glay
dép va s& 1am nha . Mua hé ho s& cudc bd ra dong lam viéc, khong di giay,
mua dong ho c6 du gidy dép va quan 4o. Vé thuc pham, [b] ho s& xay bot tir
laa mi, lta mach; ho s& nuéng loai trén va nhao loai dudi; ho s& dé banh
nuong, banh mi thom ngon trén than sdy va la sach; sau do nga lung thoai
mai trén tham trai 1a sim, 14 nhang ho s€ vira ubng ruQu vua an cung bay
con. Pau ddi vong nguyét qué ho s& ngan nga ca hat, cau nguyén than linh.
Ho s& vui hudéng giao hop, khong sinh con dé cai néu phuong tién khong cho
phép, [c] song phai than trong tranh nghéo kho va chién tranh.’

‘Theo ti€n nhan 1o rang 1a mén dam bac dé an mung,” Glaucon vura ngat 161
vua lén tiéng, ‘khong can nau nudng hodc thém that gia vi.’

‘Quy hitu néi ching sai ti ndo. Nhung ban nhan quén ké ho s& c vai thir
sang trong niia. Mudi, pho-mai, dau 6-liu, cu twoi, rau tuoi, hanh ludc, hanh
song, du loai & ngoai déng dung dé 1am mon khac nhau. Pay 1a chua ké d6
trang miéng: va, dau, dau, dé rang thom phuc trong khi nhim nhap ruQu
vang [d]. Ho s€ song thanh binh, khoe manh, va c6 18 man phan khi tudi da
cao, dé lai 16i séng twong tu cho con chau.’

“Tro1 dat o1, néu thanh lap cong dong heo, ngoai thir vira ké, tién sinh cho an
gi ntra!” Glaucon nhan dinh.

‘Phan minh, quy hiru s€ lam thé nao?’ Ban nhan hoi.

‘Cho huong tign nghi binh thuong. Nga lung thoai mai trén s6-pha, ra ban
dung bira, thirc an nhu ng6 boi dung bay gio.’

‘Chi phai, [e] han hanh ghi nhan hao y. Ngb bdi tim hiéu khéng nhing
nguon goc ma ca xa hoi khi x& hoi do huong thy van minh xa hoa. Y kién
xem ra khong phai vién vong, vi trong ‘qua trinh ra xét ngd b01 c6 thé kham
phé su thé cong binh chinh tryc va bat cong bat chinh bt ré, ‘nay sinh tu
nhién ra sao trong cong déng nhu thé. Bdi mic du xa hoi ngd bdi vira mé ta
d6i v6i ban nhan c6 vé chan thuc, nhu nguoi khoe manh, song néu quy hitu
mudn, chang ai ngin can, ngd boi cling ¢ thé tim hiéu x4 hoi bénh hoan. X3
hoi nhu thé s& khong thoa mén véi mie séng ngd bdi miéu ta. Xa hoi do s&
can [373a] ban ghé, sO-pha, ban an, ta k¢, ké ca mén cao lvong mi vi, nudc
hoa, tinh dau, gai diém thuong luu, mit ngot banh keo, tat ca gém du loai,
du thtr. Ngo boi khong con giam minh trong nhu cau dam bac miéu ta trudc



da